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The Civil Society Forum under the EU-Korea Free Trade Agreement 

 

2nd meeting, Seoul, 12-13 September 2013 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

Issued by the two co-chairs 

Mr Eom, Hyeon Taek and Mr Thomas Jenkins 

 

The Civil Society Forum (CSF) under the EU – Korea FTA met for the second time in Seoul on 12 -

13 September 2013. The Forum was chaired by Mr Eom, Hyeon Taek (Economic and Social 

Development Commission of Korea) and Mr Thomas Jenkins (European Trade Union Confederation). 

 

The Civil Society Forum was set up under Article 13 of the Free Trade Agreement. The Forum 

consists of two Domestic Advisory Groups (DAGs) involving 12 members from each side, who 

represent civil society in Korea and the EU respectively and monitor the sustainable implementation 

of the Agreement.  

 

It complements the bodies already set up as part of cooperation between the EU and Korea under the 

EU-Korea FTA, and places relations between their civil society organisations on a more structured 

footing. The Forum gives civil society organisations a platform for discussing trade relations between 

the two partners from the sustainable development point of view.  

 

The Forum was preceded by a seminar on labour rights, with a particular focus on forced labour and 

freedom of association, including collective bargaining. The CSF expressed satisfaction with the 

organisation of that kind of seminars and decided to repeat this experience in a next meeting.  

 

During the meeting the participants were honoured by the presence of the representatives of the Trade 

and Sustainable Development Committee, who briefed the CSF members on the conclusions of their 

own meeting on 11 September 2013 and on their activities throughout 2012 and 2013. They also 

commented on the two opinions (on Fundamental rights at work and the Green economy and trade in 

the context of sustainable development) which the TSDC had requested from both DAGs at the 

previous Civil Society Forum meeting in Brussels.  The EU DAG requests the two co-chairs of the 

CSF be invited to present the activities and positions of the CSF to TSDC meetings. 

 

At the Seoul meeting, the CSF discussed at length reports on Fundamental rights at work and the 

Green economy and trade in the context of sustainable development. 

 

On the issue of fundamental rights at work, the CSF: 
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 asks the Korean government to take the necessary measures and remove hindrances to enable 

the ratification of the remaining ILO Fundamental Conventions, namely Convention No. 87 

on Freedom of Association and Protection of the Right to Organise, Convention No. 98 on the 

Right to Organise and Collective Bargaining, Convention No. 29 on Forced Labour and 

Convention No. 105 on the Abolition of Forced Labour that Korea has not yet ratified; 

 is of the view that the promotion  and consolidation of social dialogue will  facilitate the 

creation of the enabling conditions for the ratification of these four Conventions in Korea and 

will also contribute to ensure full implementation of the ILO Fundamental Conventions in 

both Korea and the EU; 

 recommends, as far as the issue of forced labour is concerned, changes in the imprisonment 

regime in Korea; 

 urges both Korea and EU Member States to ensure full implementation of the ILO 

Fundamental Conventions which have already been ratified. The CSF requests to be informed 

on the cases of non-compliance of OECD Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises by Korean 

and EU multinationals; 

 is of the view that full cooperation with the ILO will assist the progress towards the 

development of the necessary conditions for the ratification of the remaining four ILO 

Fundamental Conventions by Korea;  

 has decided to continue its work in this domain.  

 

On the issue of Green economy and trade in the context of sustainable development, the CSF 

underlines that:  

 

 green economy must be included as part of a comprehensive sustainable development strategy 

which reconciles social, ecological and economic aspects, whilst ensuring redistributive 

growth and inter-generational equity; 

 the EU- Korea FTA offers a rare, even unique, opportunity for gauging the contribution that 

international trade can make to the experimental concept that the green economy represents; 

and 

 civil society has an important role to play in defining and implementing the green economy 

and the need to develop its involvement in debates related to energy and ecological 

transitions, 

 

and recommends that a common work programme between Korean and European civil society be 

established in order to, among other issues: 

 

 assess the impact of selected international conventions, in the context of monitoring the 

implementation of Chapter 13, and discuss existing monitoring indicators for the three 

dimensions of sustainable development such as the Sustainable Economic Welfare Index, the 

Genuine Progress Index and the OECD Green Growth Indicators;  

 ensure a continued balance between making the best technologies available and protecting 

investments in advanced research, analysing the impact of trade on the evolution of 

innovation and technology transfer;  
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 encourage respect of higher environmental standards internationally and capacity building, in 

order to ensure more level playing field in trade; 

 incorporate biodiversity-related indicators (such as wildlife conservation, loss of habitat, 

invasive alien species, intellectual property rights, etc.) in the scrutiny of the free trade 

agreements, by making use of the periodic assessment tools related to the international 

environmental protection instruments, and the reports published by the parties to the 

Convention; 

 improve the right to public participation in debates on environmental issues and promote 

access to environmental information and legislation on animal welfare in Korea and in the 

EU; and 

 incorporate the empirical data in the planning of the future post-2015 international agenda 

with the aim of defining global sustainable development targets in line with the commitments 

made at Rio+20. 

 

 

The Civil Society Forum also adopted its Rules of Procedure and discussed its future activities. The 

next meeting of the Civil Society Forum will take place in Brussels in 2014, and will include 

workshops on social and environmental issues.  

________________________ 

 


