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 .../... 

Mr Chairman,  
 
As you know, the European Economic and Social Committee regularly organises, in co-operation 
with the vice-president, Jean-Luc Dehaene , information meetings and dialogues on the work of 
the Convention with European civil society organisations and networks. At the sixth meeting, 
which was held the day before yesterday, on 4 February, the representatives of about a hundred 
of these organisations and networks discussed at some length the final report of the "Social 
Europe" working party in the presence of its chairman, Mr Giorgos Katiforis, Mrs Pervenche 
Berès and Mr Andrew Duff.  
 
I should like, if I may, to talk to you about some of the main points from this discussion.  
 
Participants were generally satisfied with the conclusions of Mr Katiforis' report; in particular 
they were in broad agreement with the values of the Union, as well as the social objectives which 
should be assigned to it. However, it might be a good idea to refer explicitly to the eradication of 
severe poverty, since such an objective is intrinsically linked with the essential values that the 
Union has to promote: human dignity, social justice, solidarity and equality.  
 
Feelings were unanimous about the Union's powers beyond areas concerning the operation of the 
internal market or which have a strong cross -border impact. Such an extension of the EU's 
powers should be closely linked to a practical enactment of the social rights contained in the 
Charter of Fundamental Rights and refer to the social values and objectives of the Union.  
 
Civil society organisations also stressed the need to give the Union the tools it needs to exercise 
its powers in the social field and, to this end, expressed their full support for an extension of 
qualified majority voting, as an essential condition for ensuring a balance when pursuing the 
Union's economic and social objectives.  
 
The overall satisfaction with the report was tempered by the comments of the representatives of 
the transnational organisations and networks, who deeply regretted the lack of attention shown to 
the issues of participative democracy and civil dialogue - which concern both the two sides of 
industry and other civil society organisations - to encouraging the growth of democracy in the 
Union and, in particular, to achieving the EU's social objectives in the broad sense of the term. 
They repeated their call for the civil dialogue (including the two sides of industry) to be 
incorporated into the constitutional treaty, thus guaranteeing the effective involvement of civil 
society organisations in the formulation of policies and the preparation of decisions. They also 
expressed their firm support for the EESC as the forum for this civil dialogue.  
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 .../... 

 
The report of the "Social Europe" working group is somewhat vague about the importance of 
consulting civil society, although the issue had been raised several times both in group 
discussions and in the written contributions. This is all the more regrettable as the minutes of the 
working group meeting of 27 January correctly ment ions my statement in this connection as well 
as the positions of several Convention members, which followed the same line but which are not 
found in the report submitted here today.   
 
((MMrr  KKaatt iiffoorriiss  --  aanndd  II  tthhaannkk  hhiimm  ffoorr  ddoo iinngg  ssoo  ––  hhaa ss  aaggrreeeedd  ttoo  ccoorr rreecctt   hhiiss  rreeppoorrtt   wwhheenn   pprreesseennttiinngg  iitt   
tthhiiss  aaff ttee rrnnoooonn  ttoo  tthhee  pplleennaarryy  ssee ssssiioonn..  BBuu tt  II  aa sskk  tthhaatt  tthh iiss  ccoo rrrreecctt iioonn  bbee  ppuubb lliisshheedd  iinn  aa   ccoorrrr iiggeenndduu mm  
ttoo  tthhee  rreeppoo rrtt !!))    
 
Mr Chairman,  
 
To be true to the aims of bringing the citizens of Europe closer together and creating a climate of 
confidence, it is absolutely essential for the Constitution to include provisions on what we call 
today "civil dialogue", namely a process of informing, hearing and consulting representative 
economic, social, cultural and civic organisations in society and enabling them to be involved in 
the process of formulating and implementing Community policies.  
 
But when we speak about civil dialogue, we must also decide how it is to be organised and where 
it is to take place.   
 
Obviously, existing institutions, structures and procedures should be used as far as possible. It is 
our job to simplify the constitutional system  
 
This is why we propose inserting in the constitutional treaty a clause establishing the EESC as a 
forum for civil dialogue. As an assembly that brings together representatives of employers, trade 
unions and the other main economic, social and civic groups, the EESC has the structures and 
experience needed to perform this task.  
 
We have stated quite clearly that a distinction must be made between civil dialogue, the 
conditions of which should be defined by this Convention, and social dialogue, which already has 
institutional recognition and well-known participants, terms of reference and procedures.  
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I would like to draw the Convention's attention here to the proposed wording for Articles 23 and 
34 of the preliminary draft constitutional treaty, which the EESC's observers forwarded to the 
Convention last December and which are a concrete expression of these remarks.   
 
Mr Chairman, Members of the Convention,  
 
I ask you to include appropriate provisions in the new constitutional treaty for enabling the 
European Economic and Social Committee to perform its consultative task even better in the 
future. 
 
I would point out that consulting appropriate and informed representatives of the groups 
concerned by legislation and policy is an excellent way of optimising the democratic legitimacy 
of our Union's institutions and making them more credible, transparent and effective. This 
enhances the legitimacy of the whole EU political system and certainly forms part of the aims of 
this Convention.  
 
 

***** 


