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  Earlier this year the European Economic and Social Committee was delighted to 

accept a request from the Commission to draw up an exploratory opinion on the Lisbon Strategy. 

This followed the Resolution sent by the Committee to the Spring Council in which, in pointing out 

that the Lisbon Strategy is in trouble, the Committee identified the need not only for the EU 

institutions, but also Member States, regions, social partners and society as a whole to put all their 

weight behind the ambitious agenda for economic, social and environmental renewal in Europe 

which is at the basis of the Lisbon Strategy process. That Opinion is now in preparation and the 

Committee is drawing on the expertise and experience of its own members to draw up an important 

contribution to efforts to achieve the Lisbon Strategy Objectives. 

 

  I also agreed with President Prodi that, as an input to the preparation of the Opinion 

a Conference should be organised by the Committee and the Commission to which a wide range of 

actors from organised civil society would be invited. That is why you are here today. Your input to 

our collective thinking will be a vital element in the preparation of the document the Committee is 

producing. It will allow the Committee to shed more light on the problems, the enlarged Union faces 

in transforming the Lisbon objectives into reality. Your experience as actors on the ground and your 

successes and failures in seeking to move towards a more competitive economy provide an essential 

insight from grass roots level on which the EU can build in future. 

 

  The EESC has from the start of the Lisbon Process sought to support its 

development. 

 

  In the run-up to the Lisbon European Council in March 2000 the Committee adopted 

an opinion on "Employment, Economic Reform and Social Cohesion – Towards a Europe of Innovation 

and Knowledge" which was launched at a conference co-organised with the Portuguese Economic 

and Social Council the week before the Summit. The Committee contributed ideas on ways and means 

of combating unemployment and social inclusion, giving full effect to the internal market and taking 

greater advantage of the potential of the knowledge-based society. For the Committee and conference 
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participants the challenge for the Summit was to reconcile all interests fairly and to find a new balance 

between flexibility and social cohesion, which required improving the skill of the EU workforce – and 

indeed this challenge still remains to be met. 

 

  We believed and still believe that "the people of Europe possess the capacity for 

innovation and enterprise". And it continues to be true that "we must release these capacities and fulfil 

the full potential of our citizens". The key message was that Europe has the necessary innovation, 

creativity, knowledge and enterprise to excel in the new innovation and knowledge model identified by 

the Portuguese Presidency and shaped into a strategy by the Lisbon European Council. However, this 

potential still needs to be unleashed. 

 

  A year later, in Göteborg, the European Council completed the EU's political 

commitment to economic and social renewal and added a third, environmental dimension to the Lisbon 

strategy. It thus established a new approach to policy making with far-reaching implications for all 

policy areas. 

 

  But the Committee regrets that so far the potentia l identified at Lisbon has yet to be 

fully unleashed. This has been forcefully expressed by the Committee in the resolution it addressed to 

the Spring European Council earlier this year. The Committee underlined that the Lisbon strategy is in 

trouble. The Committee recognised that although some progress has been made, implementation of the 

strategy is falling seriously behind schedule. It identified the fact that disparities between Member 

States in the implementation of the strategy as a whole are growing. The Committee went on to call 

for efforts to be made to implement the Lisbon strategy (as completed by the Göteborg European 

Council) comparable to those deployed to bring about the single market and the single currency. We 

called for a much stronger commitment by Member States, but also by European institutions, regions, 

social partners and civil society as a whole to work towards the Lisbon objectives, including 

presentation of detailed progress reports. 

 

  The EESC strongly believes that the Lisbon objectives remain relevant and necessary. 

The objective for the EU to become the most competitive and dynamic knowledge-based economy in 

the world, capable of sustainable economic growth with more and better jobs and greater social 

cohesion is an objective we all share. For the moment these terms remain an abstract concept for the 

elites. The EESC believes very firmly that among European citizens and to create a positive vision for 
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the future, based on citizens' involvement, ensuring a more balanced distribution of the wealth 

produced and the surplus created by modern technology. Without this and unless Europe is seen to be 

becoming much more competitive, we will not win the hearts and minds of Europe's citizens. The 

Lisbon approach needs to be brought down to our day to day lives. 

 

  As I have already said, the Göteborg European Summit established a new approach to 

policy-making, stipulating that the economic, social and environmental effects of all policies should be 

examined in a coordinated way and taken into account in decision-making. The integration of 

sustainable development into the Lisbon strategy presents a particular challenge not yet met by the 

European institutions or by Member States. The Committee pointed the way to what needs to be done 

in the Opinion it adopted on this question earlier this year. 

 

  The EESC considers that in the present political and economic climate it is all the 

more important that potential leaders and all actors give a stronger message on the importance of 

pushing ahead with the Lisbon objectives and with sustainable development. We must not let ourselves 

be driven into different approaches for an old and a new Europe. We must not let our countries be 

divided or our citizens and organised civil society be alienated by a logic of antagonisms which is not 

understood and rejected by the vast majority of public opinion in all the European countries. We need 

to focus instead on striving for an inclusive Europe, modernising the European social model and taking 

up the challenge of globalisation. This involves greater investment in developing a learning society, 

innovation, new knowledge and new jobs.  

 

  These objectives are at the heart of the Lisbon strategy. They underlie the recent 

proposals by the Italian government to invest in infrastructure and the joint Franco-German initiative 

for a growth pact. The political will is there, but the delivery on the ground is not taking place. We still 

need to put our money where our mouth is. Let me therefore come back to what I said earlier. What is 

needed are efforts comparable to those deployed to bring about the single market and the single 

currency. Perhaps we should go further and compare the efforts needed to those made by the United 

States of America after the Great Depression and Europe after the Second World War? Do we need 

something like a New Deal or a Marshall Plan ? 

 

  Particular challenges await the new Member States. They will automatically be 

partners in the Lisbon strategy and the EU sustainable development strategy, although neither were 
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included in the discussion of the acquis communautaire. The EESC considers it is essential to facilitate 

efforts by the accession countries to speed up implementation of the strategy. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

  The European Economic and Social Committee is, thanks to its broad and varied 

membership and its work, an essential element in the European model of society. It fosters dialogue 

among all the stakeholders in society by taking account of grassroots concerns and aspirations, 

which are articulated and publicised through its opinions and, in a more practical way, through the 

work it does on the ground at all levels and in all countries. The Committee is changing and it has 

now a very clear focus on what it is trying to achieve in the new Europe which is developing. 

 

  Our Committee draws its legitimacy from the fact that all its members, who are 

selected on the basis of their responsibilities and experience, come from representative economic, 

social and civic organisations or groupings in the Member States to play a constructive role in the 

opinion-forming process at European level in general. They play a vital role in interpreting Europe 

back to their constituencies in individual Member States  

 

  The added value of the Committee resides in the fact that this process involves all 

the players in civil society, including organisations other than the social partners. Through its 

composition, the European Economic and Social Committee is ideally placed to act as a bridge 

between governments and the European institutions on the one hand and citizens' organisations on 

the other hand. The Committee is the obvious choice and the most appropriate framework for 

furthering the civil dialogue on the joint implementation of the Lisbon strategy. 

 

  That is why the Commission asked the EESC to prepare an exploratory opinion on 

the Lisbon Strategy. The Committee was invited "to look at the overall impact of the Lisbon 

Strategy to date, tie that in with the long-term outlook, and offer a qualitative and quantitative 

assessment of progress made in implementing the Lisbon Strategy's three core strands (economic, 
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social and environmental). The opinion could also identify sectors where new efforts, or possibly 

new policy initiatives, are required". 

 

  I repeat again therefore that this is our objective over the next few days. The 

Committee strongly believes that a major precondition for the success of the Lisbon strategy is the 

increased involvement of all the actors concerned, an involvement that has been insufficient until 

now. The Lisbon Declaration recognised that the success of the Strategy depended on this. Today 

we hope to give the process new impetus. This conference organised by the EESC with the support 

of the European Commission brings together key representatives of organised civil society to 

 

• exchange experiences, 

• submit proposals for practical steps towards achieving and promoting the strategic goals, 

and 

• demonstrate their own commitment to concrete contributions for a more prosperous, 

inclusive and environmentally sustainable future. 

 

  We will listen very carefully to the debates at this conference and so will the 

Commission. I do not know what the Commission will take home from the discussions, but I can 

promise you that this conference will serve to inform our opinion which we are elaborating at the 

request of the Commission. 

 

  It is the politicians who have to take the lead and adopt the instruments necessary 

for making a success of the Lisbon strategy. It is organised civil society that has to show the way to 

its successful implementation. I look forward to very fruitful discussions at this conference. 

 

____________ 
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