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 .../... 

Mr President, dear friends, 
Your Excellencies, 
Members of the new Economic and Social Development Council of Brazil, 
 
  It is a great honour and privilege for me to speak to you on the occasion of the 
inauguration of your Council in my capacity as president of the European Economic and Social 
Committee. 
 
  It is also an emotional moment. 
 
  It all began not so long ago when we began to work together towards a common goal, 
and that was the beginning of a friendship. 
 
  And that friendship has endured. 
 
  Today, Mr President, as you inaugurate this Council, you will be putting your ideals 
into practice and giving practical expression to your commitments. 
 
  You will, Mr President, be sending out an important message to civil society in your 
country and throughout the world, and that message is: 
 
that the participation of civil society is essential for democracy. 
 
  And there we share a common objective. 
 
  I have studied your Council's remit with great interest: 
 
– establishing a new social contract, 
– ensuring that Brazil is a country of social justice, sovereign and integrated into the international 

community, 
– building a future based on stable democratic institutions, open to change. 
 
  In Europe we know that a social contract between the strategic partners of organised 
civil society must be based on common objectives and the will to renew society. 
 
  The establishment of your Council shows that the will and the common objectives 
exist: 
 
– building a modern, democratic nation based on social solidarity and cohesion, 
– creating a partnership between the social, economic and civil-society players, 
– building a future of social justice and fraternity, 
– creating the conditions for economic growth, with a fair distribution of income and the creation of 

employment. 
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 .../... 

 
  The European Economic and Social Committee, as a European assembly representing 
organised civil society, has been working for more than 40 years to ensure peace between our 
European peoples and to create a united and prosperous Europe founded on solidarity. 
 
  Our Committee is a forum for European social and civil dialogue. 
 
  It seeks to facilitate the process of European integration by involving the various 
categories of economic, social and civic life which it represents in the major strategic debates on the 
future of Europe. 
 
  I am particularly glad that your Council intends to work for solidarity, social justice, 
human rights in the workplace and economic and social balance in your great country, Brazil. 
 
  We share the same values. 
 
  We will be at your side to give you all the support you need. 
 
  With that in mind, we have been exploring - in particular through a very constructive 
exchange with Minister Tarso Genro yesterday - possible avenues for cooperation at various levels. 
 
  Clearly, all this will happen only if you want it to, both sides having the opportunity 
to work on projects of common interest in full autonomy: 
 
  First, we should be most happy to welcome a representative of your Council to 
Brussels, for a period to be decided, who would be able to benefit from our experience and study our 
working methods. 
 
  This could be done in close cooperation with the economic and social councils of the 
Member States of the European Union, with which we maintain excellent relations. 
 
  We also have great pleasure in inviting representatives of your Council to participate 
in high-level conferences to be held by our Committee in 2003. 
 
  More generally, we will keep you regularly briefed on our activities and on those of 
the economic and social councils of the various European countries, in particular by means of the 
Internet network. 
 
  The Committee will also be happy to cooperate with you, bilaterally and in the 
framework of the Mercosur Consultative Forum, on specific subjects of common interest. 
 
  I am thinking in particular of questions relating to economic and social cohesion, 
sustainable development and social and civil dialogue. 
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  These are only a few of the avenues which we can explore. 
 
  We need to develop them, add to them, and flesh out the details. 
 
  That is why we have agreed with Minister Genro that he should join us in Europe 
next June to attend a seminar in order to hammer out the details of a joint work programme. 
 
Mr President, 
Dear friends and colleagues, 
 
  Let me assure you of our friendship and our solidarity. Let me assure you of our 
heartfelt wish to work together with your Council. 
 
  Together we can make the voice of civil society heard in our countries and regions, 
for the common good and in the interests of greater social justice and democracy. 
 
 

 
 
 


