	
[image: image1.png]" European
T Commission




	[image: image2.png]



European Economic and Social Committee


ADDENDUM TO THE PROTOCOL ON THE COOPERATION Arrangements BETWEEN THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION AND THE EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COmmittee

1. Communicating the European Union to citizens is a shared responsibility of all the European institutions and bodies, an essential task because the European institutions must be credible, transparent, open and responsible if they wish to maintain and increase their legitimacy in the eyes of Europe's citizens. Effective communication by the European Union should therefore be considered primarily as a public service task, so as to give citizens the opportunity to participate fully in the European debate and in the democratic process of framing Community decisions and policies. It should also be seen as a collective task, in which all EU institutions should play their part, exploiting their particular strengths and specialisations as fully as possible.

2. The Commission and the Committee take the view that it is in the general interest of the European Union and its citizens to strengthen their inter-institutional relations in the field of communication too and to cooperate closely to that end both at centralised and decentralised level. This cooperation shall be based on clearly defined communication priorities. 
3. In February 2006 the European Commission adopted a White Paper on a European Communication Policy
. The White Paper is a starting point for a long-term process of structural reform and cultural change intended to integrate communication into decision-making. The Commission has taken note of the Committee’s opinion regarding the White Paper on 6 July 2006
. The opinion included a number of operational recommendations concerning Commission-Committee cooperation in the communication field.

4. The Commission recognises the specific character and the added value of the Committee, which, as an institutional intermediary between organised civil society and the institutions of the European Union, has a key role to play in creating a real European public area of dialogue and discussion on those matters that concern citizens most and which will determine the future of the European project.  The Committee and the Commission will work together on developing decentralised information and communication with the European citizens.

5. That role, and the Committee's commitment, has been demonstrated by the highly successful stakeholder forums it has organised in the past. The Commission will support such forums in the future and participate, whenever possible, at an appropriate level. In the context of a closer inter-institutional cooperation, the European Commission and the Committee agree that use will be made of the Committee's expertise and networks of communication, in particular with the civil society organisations represented by its members and the national Economic and Social Councils and similar institutions in the Member States.

6. The Commission will cooperate closely with the Committee in the organisation of open forums and events on topics related to the future of the European Union and the everyday life of the European citizen, particularly concerning for example questions of employment, mobility, energy, the area of liberty, security and justice, immigration policy, better legislation, consumer policy, sustainable development and protection of the environment underlining in this manner the value added of community action and a citizen oriented policy. 

7. The Commission and the Committee will contribute to the joint and mutual media coverage of their events. In its public communication work, the European Commission undertakes to highlight, wherever appropriate, the role of the European Economic and Social Committee and its members. The Committee for its part will highlight its co-operation with the Commission using its links to organised Civil Society.

8. Each institution will designate an official contact person per country for the implementation of specific communication activities covered by this agreement. To the same effect, the Commission's Representations in the Member States and a contact point of the Committee to be nominated for each Member State will inform each other on their communication plans and will join efforts to participate, wherever appropriate, in the events they organise.

9. The EESC together with its members, Civil Society Organisations and the national Economic and Social Councils and similar institutions constitutes a potentially powerful communication network. The Commission will participate, whenever possible, and at an appropriate level, in the working meetings organised by the EESC with the national Economic and Social Councils and similar institutions.

10. This addendum may be updated by the Commission and the Committee, if they so agree, particularly in the light of further developments related to the follow-up to the White Paper and to the related opinion of the European Economic and Social Committee. 
Done at Brussels, on 31 May 2007

For the European Commission
For the European Economic and Social Committee

    Margot WALLSTRÖM
                       Dimitris DIMITRIADIS

           Vice-President
                                 President
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