- 4 -

	
[image: image1.png]



Conselho de Desenvolvimento Econômico e Social
	[image: image2.png]



European Economic and Social Committee



THIRD MEETING OF THE
EU-BRAZIL CIVIL SOCIETY ROUND TABLE
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Final Declaration

	The EU-Brazil Civil Society Round Table is a permanent body for dialogue and cooperation between the civil societies of Brazil and the EU, as represented by the Brazilian Council for Economic and Social Development (CDES) and the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC). It contributes to strengthen relations between Brazil and the European Union within the EU-Brazil Strategic Partnership, established in 2007.
The Round Table held its third meeting in Antwerp, Belgium, under the Belgian Presidency of the EU, on 9 and 10 September 2010. At this meeting, the subject of “civil society participation as a factor for social cohesion and greater equality" was debated and a preliminary discussion was held on “food security”.


1. On civil society participation as a factor for equality and social cohesion

The Round Table recommendations are the following:
1.1 In any country, equality and social, economic and territorial cohesion are essential to a sustainable development model in which economic, social and environmental policies are equally balanced.
1.2 Social cohesion and equality are achieved by fighting social exclusion and discrimination in all its forms, including racial and ethnic discrimination, by promoting democracy, good governance, access to justice, the Rule of Law, transparency, full employment, social security, solidarity between generations, by seeking to foster economic growth and employment in less-developed regions, by providing general access to high-quality public services and by protecting human rights.
1.3 Economic development, as measured in terms of the convergence of certain economic indicators, especially per capita GDP, is not enough, as has been underlined by the Stiglitz Commission; other indicators, such as social welfare, social and environmental sustainability, levels of employment, business start-up rates, wage and income systems, poverty, people with disabilities, quality jobs, access to public services, etc., are also needed in order to properly measure both economic results and social development.
1.4 Essential to social cohesion and equality, but also to the achievement of sustainable development, is gender equality and the full participation of women in civil society consultation processes.

1.5 In a mature democracy, governments can question their ability to identify and respond to the needs and identities of their societies; the participation of civil society, through both social and civil dialogue, is essential and should be encouraged to achieve high levels of equality, social cohesion and sustainable development.
1.6 In many countries, the current economic crisis has heightened economic and social inequalities, thus weakening social cohesion and the confidence of citizens in their own economic development. Finding a way out of the crisis requires new models of production, distribution and consumption geared towards equality and social justice, which in turn require a broad-based democratic and inclusive dialogue that develops political solutions capable of generating change.
1.7 Social dialogue remains a key pillar in this regard: the social partners (employers and workers) play a fundamental role in addressing the social challenges that bring economic and social development.
1.8 Civil dialogue is equally essential to equality and social cohesion. Greater participation by organised civil society, which enables active discussions to take place with the political authorities in order to reach consensus, is a pre-requisite for fully participatory democracy and gives public policies legitimacy and sustainability.
1.9 Because economic and social development are interdependent and mutually reinforcing, also in relations with other countries, cooperation with third countries is necessary in order to promote social and civil dialogue, as well as employment and social welfare policies aimed at boosting competitiveness, innovation and entrepreneurship. 
1.10 The Round Table welcomes the fruitful exchange of good practices that took place at this third meeting and is determined to further develop its exchanges of methods and models for participation in the future. 
1.11 The Round Table recommends that dialogue between the political authorities and civil society organisations be strengthened and extended, with a view to building cooperation and mutual trust.
1.12 In this regard, the independence and capacities of economic and social stakeholders must be strengthened through targeted policies, to enable these stakeholders to structure their participation appropriately, from the bottom up.
1.13 Setting up institutional mechanisms for civil society participation and consultation, such as economic and social councils and independent social dialogue mechanisms, is essential to ensuring well developed democratic governance.

1.14 The Round Table recommends investing in participation training methods as a factor for improving the quality and effectiveness of dialogue.

1.15 The Round Table recommends increasing civil society participation in international governance bodies and developing social rights to ensure they receive the same treatment as economic rights in world governance.

1.16 Given the key importance of this issue, the Round Table is determined to monitor and take part in the process of preparing for the United Nations' Rio + 20 Conference on sustainable development.
2. On food and nutritional security

The Round Table held a preliminary debate on the issue of food security as a fundamental right. The main issues discussed were the following:

· Food sovereignty
· Civil society participation as a fundamental civic right

· Legal recognition of the right to food

· Sustainable farm production

· The role of farming organisations and rural communities in countries' socio-economic development

· The implications for food security of importing food products and the responsibility held by the EU and Brazil as major global exporters

· The right to food in the context of international trade rules 

· The inter-relationship between food security, the production of energy and bioenergy and climate change

· United Nations recognition of family farming.
3. On the EU-Brazil Joint Action Plan
3.1 The Round Table welcomes the progress that has been made on bilateral issues, especially in the sectoral dialogues mentioned in the EU-Brazil Joint Action Plan approved by the 2008 Summit.

3.2 The Round Table notes that there is scope for civil society participation in a good number of those dialogues, as they affect core economic, social and environmental issues. On this basis, the Round Table will engage in a debate with the political authorities on both sides in order to seek ways of monitoring and participating in such dialogues.
	This final declaration will be presented to the Brazilian and EU political authorities and forwarded to the next EU-Brazil Summit.

The EU-Brazil Summits have acknowledged the work of the EU-Brazil Civil Society Round Table by inviting the co-chairs of the Round Table to present their recommendations to the Summits. The Round Table considers that this very fruitful and positive dialogue with the EU and Brazilian political authorities must continue, and calls on the Brazilian authorities to adopt the appropriate legislation to enable the Brazilian Economic and Social Development Council to exist and operate and thus ensure the continuity of the Round Table.

The Round Table hopes that negotiations for an Association Agreement between the EU and Mercosur will be concluded swiftly and successfully and welcomes the positive role played by Brazil in taking these negotiations forward.
The Round Table has decided to hold its fourth meeting in Brazil in the first half of 2011, and will address the issues of food security and sustainable development.
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