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EDITORIAL

EUROPE TRAM IN BUDAPEST

Celebrating Europe Day in an Unusual Way

"Please do not validate your ticket!" is not the most common announcement in public transportation, but was the case in Budapest on Europe Day, where a standard tram was decorated to become Europe Tram and on board passengers could enjoy a free ride and get hold of copies of the European Constitution in Hungarian. 

Organised jointly by European House and the Hungarian Council of the European Movement the Europe Tram travelled on the no. 2 Budapest tram line (with a splendid view of the city alongside the river Danube) on 9 May 2005. "Our NGO is working hard to get citizens more involved in European issues. It is not an easy task and the European Constitution is not an easy reading, therefore we decided an unconventional way – the Europe Tram – to give publicity to Europe Day in general and the European Constitution in particular". – says Miklós Barabás, Director of European House and Vice-President of Group III, EESC. 

Jászai Mari square – named after the famous Hungarian actress of the late 19th century – at Margaret Bridge is the last stop on the edge of the city centre and a good location to set up the open air information booth. Here at 11 a.m. the Europe Tram is officially launched with massive media coverage. Jillian van Turnhout, Vice-President of Group III, EESC from Ireland, Pál Vastagh, MP, Member of the European Convention and Thomas Glaser, Head of the European Commission Representation in Hungary share optimistic views on the ratification process. Then people get on Europe Tram and start their journey. Pál Vastagh gets off at his work place (the Hungarian Parliament where Hungarian ratification of the European Constitution took place on 20 December, 2004). Jillian van Turnhout remains seated until the last stop at the other end five bridges away. A Europe Day flower is rewarded for her stamina. Miklós Barabás attracts attention on board with a microphone in hand and tries to shed some light on the European Constitution. In the meantime young activists give everybody a copy of the European Constitution accompanied by information materials, EU balloons, pens, mugs and umbrellas.

Suddenly a young couple enters the tram. Although they spent two weeks in Hungary the European Constitution in Hungarian would be too challenging, a small Europe Day diary showing the dates from 9 May 2005 till 9 May, 2006 will do. It also turns out that they are French. The moment of justice to double check the current opinion polls in France. The guy is no doubt in favour, moreover he promises to take his girlfriend with him for the French referendum on 29 May, 2005.

The day is finished with a seminar in the Hungarian Academy of Sciences (what a surprise: its building can be found also on the tramline), where Péter Balázs, the first Hungarian European Commissioner and Member of the European Convention sums up the history of the European Constitution so far and Jillian van Turnhout speaks about the Irish ratification process where a referendum will be held in 2006.

Most importantly, 1,500 copies of the European Constitution were distributed on the day. And even more importantly the rain began to fall only after the event at 6 p.m.

Budapest, 9 May, 2005

by Miklós Barabás, Vice-President of Group III, EESC

LE TRAM DE L'EUROPE À BUDAPEST

Une façon originale de célébrer la Journée de l'Europe

"Veuillez ne pas valider votre ticket!" - ce n'est certainement pas l'annonce la plus fréquente dans les transports en commun. Pourtant, c'est que l'on a entendu à l'occasion de la Journée de l'Europe à Budapest, où un tramway classique a été transformé en Tram de l'Europe; à bord, les passagers ont pu profiter d'un voyage gratuit et recevoir des exemplaires de la Constitution européenne en hongrois.

À l'initiative commune de la Maison de l'Europe et du Conseil hongrois du Mouvement Européen, le Tram de l'Europe a circulé sur la ligne 2 du tramway de Budapest durant la journée du 9 mai 2005, offrant une vue magnifique sur la ville le long du Danube. "Notre ONG fait beaucoup d'efforts pour que les citoyens s'intéressent davantage aux questions européennes. Ce n'est pas une tâche facile et la Constitution européenne ne se lit pas aisément, c'est pourquoi nous avons trouvé un moyen original, le Tram de l'Europe, pour faire de la publicité à la Journée de l'Europe en général et à la Constitution européenne en particulier," - explique M. Miklós Barabás, directeur de la Maison de l'Europe et vice-président du groupe III du CESE.

La place Mari Jászai, appelée ainsi en l'honneur d'une célèbre actrice hongroise de la fin du 19ème siècle et située face au pont Margit, est le dernier arrêt avant de sortir du centre ville. C'est un endroit idéal pour installer un bureau d'information en plein air. C'est là qu'à 11 heures du matin le Tram de l'Europe a été officiellement lancé avec une large couverture médiatique. Mme Jillian van Turnhout, vice-présidente du groupe III du CESE, Irlandaise, ainsi que MM. Pál Vastagh, député, membre de la Convention européenne, et Thomas Glaser, chef de la représentation de la Commission européenne en Hongrie, ont exprimé leur optimisme au sujet du processus de ratification. Puis, tout le monde est monté dans le Tram de l'Europe et le voyage a commencé. Pál Vastagh est descendu devant son lieu de travail - le Parlement hongrois où, le 20 décembre 2004, a eu lieu la ratification de la Constitution européenne. Jillian van Turnhout a poursuivi le voyage jusqu'au terminus, cinq ponts plus loin. En récompense de sa ténacité, elle a reçu une fleur de la Journée de l'Europe. À bord, microphone en main, Miklós Barabás attirait l'attention des passagers et tentait de les familiariser avec la Constitution européenne. Pendant ce temps, des jeunes volontaires distribuaient des exemplaires de la Constitution et des documents explicatifs, ainsi que des ballons, des stylos, des tasses et des parapluies portant les symboles de l'Union européenne.

Soudain, un jeune couple monte dans le Tram. Même s'ils viennent de passer deux semaines en Hongrie, c'est un peu tôt pour lire la Constitution européenne en hongrois. Un petit agenda "Journée de l'Europe" dans lequel l'année commence le 9 mai 2005 pour se terminer le 9 mai 2006 conviendra mieux. Il s'avère que le couple est français. Voici venu le moment de vérité: une possibilité de tester sur le terrain les derniers sondages d'opinion en France. Le jeune homme se dit "pour" sans aucune hésitation. De plus, il promet d'amener aussi sa copine au référendum français du 29 mai 2005.

La journée se termine par un séminaire à l'Académie des sciences de Hongrie (quelle surprise: le bâtiment de l'Académie se trouve aussi sur la ligne du tram!). Là, M. Péter Balázs, premier commissaire européen hongrois et membre de la Convention européenne, résume l'histoire de la Constitution européenne alors que Mme Jillian van Turnhout explique le processus de ratification en Irlande, où un référendum aura lieu en 2006.

Le résultat le plus important: 1500 exemplaires de la Constitution européenne ont été distribués au cours de cette journée. Et plus important encore: il s'est mis à pleuvoir uniquement à 18 heures, après la fin de l'événement.

À Budapest, le 9 mai 2005.

Par Miklós Barabás, vice-président du groupe III, CESE

	Information on the Committee's Plenary Session

held on 11 and 12 May 2005



	1.
NEW STUDY GROUPS



	The Committee Bureau confirmed the new study groups to be set up.

Group III nominated the Members who will participate in these Groups.



	INT Section - "SINGLE MARKET, PRODUCTION and CONSUMPTION"

	
	Competitiveness and Innovation Framework Programme (2007-2013)
COM(2005) 121 final
Members: FUSCO, HOFFELT, METZLER, SIMPSON, WOLF


	
	Seventh framework programme  for research, technological development and demonstration activities (2007-2013) + nuclear research and training activities (2007-2011)

COM(2005) 119 final
Members: CABRA DE LUNA, O'NEILL, PÁLENÍK, RIBEIRO, WOLF


	
	Programme of Community action in the field of Health and Consumer protection (2007-2013)
COM(2005) 115 final
Members: BEDOSSA, FUSCO, NIEPOKULCZYCKA, PEGADO LIZ, ŠMEJKAL, WESTENDORP



	NAT Section - "AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOPMENT and the ENVIRONMENT"

	
	Avian Influenza-expenditure in the veterinary field
COM(2005) 171 final
Member: DONNELLY


	
	Community financial measures for the implementation of the Common Fisheries Policy and in the area of the Law of the Sea
COM(2005) 117 final
Members: FAKAS, KALLIO, SARRÓ IPARRAGUIRRE, VOSS



	ECO Section - "ECONOMIC and MONETARY UNION and ECONOMIC and SOCIAL COHESION"

	
	European Union Solidarity Fund
COM(2005) 108 final
Members: DONNELLY, EWERT, JOOST, LIOLIOS, SILVA, VIUM



	SOC Section - "EMPLOYMENT, SOCIAL AFFAIRS and CITIZENSHIP"

	
	Integrated guidelines for growth and jobs (2005-2008)
COM(2005) 141 final
Member: JAHIER


	
	Fundamental Rights and Justice/Programme for Solidarity and the management of migration flows/Framework programme on "Security and Safeguarding Liberties" for the period 2007-2013
COM(2005) 122/123/124 final
Members: ATTARD, CABRA DE LUNA, CZAJKOWSKI, JAHIER, zu EULENBURG


	
	Poverty among women in Europe
EP Referral
Members: ATTARD, GREIF, HEINISCH, WAHROLIN


	
	Youth Policy
Members: CZAJKOWSKI, HERCZOG, LE SCORNET, van TURNHOUT


	
	The Hague Programme: Freedom, Security and Justice
Members: BEDOSSA, CABRA DE LUNA, D'SA, GREIF, NIEPOKULCZYCKA



	REX Section - "EXTERNAL RELATIONS"

	
	European Neighbourhood Policy: Aims and measures, with particular regard to the aspects of the contribution to be made by civil society
Exploratory opinion
Members: CONFALONIERI, DANUSEVICS, NILSSON, SILVA, STULÍK



	CCMI "Consultative Commission on Industrial Change"

	
	Restructuring and employment-Anticipating and accompanying restructuring in order to develop employment: the role of the European Union
COM(2005) 120 final
Members: DANUSEVICS, LEIRIÃO



2. Opinions adopted after being put straight to the vote

	
	Title
	Dossier ref. N°
	Voting/Opinion ref. N°

ag.*/ab.** 



	· 
	Medicinal products for paediatric use
	INT/254
	Unanimous

EESC opinion  525/2005



	· 
	Industrial change in the mechanical engineering sector
	CCMI/020
	Majority, 4 ag

EESC opinion  526/2005




Opinions adopted after having been debated

	
	Title
	Dossier ref. N°
	Voting/Opinion ref. N°

ag.*/ab.** 1


	· 
	Organisation of working time
	SOC/194
	Majority, 101 ag, 8 ab

EESC opinion  527/2005



	· 
	Financial Perspectives and sustainable development
	NAT/272
	Majority, 1 ag, 8 ab

EESC opinion  528/2005



	· 
	Money laundering
	ECO/147
	Majority, 1 ab

EESC opinion  529/2005



	· 
	EU-India Relations
	REX/175
	Majority, 2 ab

EESC opinion  530/2005



	· 
	Simplifying and modernising VAT obligations
	ECO/157
	Majority, 1 ag

EESC opinion  531/2005



	· 
	System of the European Communities' own resources
	ECO/148
	Majority, 2 ag, 15 ab

EESC opinion  533/2005



	· 
	European Fisheries Fund
	NAT/264
	Majority, 1 ag, 5 ab

EESC opinion  532/2005




These opinions are available in all EU languages and can be obtained through the Secretariat of Group III.

REMINDER of DATES PLANNED for the SECTION MEETINGS

	18.05.2005
	NAT "Agriculture, Rural Development, Environnement"


	
	NAT/275

REACH - Chemical legislation 

Additional opinion
Rapporteur: Mr BRAGHIN (GR I)



	
	Presentation of the results of the workshop on REACH organised by the Luxembourg presidency on 10 – 11 May 2005 in Luxembourg 



	
	Presentation of the results of the impact study by representatives of DG ENTR 

and DG ENV



	
	Presentation of the results of the study programme entitled "Strategic information for the development of agricultural quality products in European mountain areas" (5th FPRD of DG Research) and of the draft Charter on mountain agrifood products in Europe by a representative of EUROMONTANA (European Association for the Development of Mountain Areas).




	19.05.2005
	TEN "Transport, Energy, Infrastructure and the Information Society"



	*
	TEN/207
Market access to port services 

COM(2004) 654 final
Rapporteur: Mr RETUREAU (GR II)


	*
	TEN/210
Supervision and control of shipments of radioactive waste and spent fuel 

COM(2004) 716 final
Rapporteur: Mr BUFFETAUT (GR I)


	20.05.2005
	REX "External Relations"



	*
	REX/181

How can EU-Russia relations contribute to civil society? 

Own-initiative Opinion
Rapporteur: Mr HAMRO-DROTZ (GR I)



	*
	REX/140

GATS negotiations - mode 4 (services) 

Exploratory opinion
Rapporteur: Ms FLORIO (GR II)


	23.05.2005
	INT "Single Market, Production and Consumption"



	*
	INT/256

Mediation in civil and commercial matters 

COM(2004) 718 final
Rapporteur: SANCHEZ MIGUEL (GR II)



	*
	INT/260

Compulsory licensing of patents relating to the manufacture of pharmaceutical products for export to countries with public health problems 

COM(2004) 737 final
Rapporteur: Mr BRAGHIN (GR I)




	24.05.2005
	SOC "Employment, Social Affairs and Citizenship"


	*
	SOC/192
Information channels and measurement strategies for Corporate Social Responsibility in a globalised economy 

Own-initiative Opinion
Rapporteur: Ms PICHENOT


	*
	SOC/199
Managing economic migration 

COM(2004) 811 final
Rapporteur: Mr PARIZA CASTAÑOS (GR II)


	
	SOC/206
Integrated guidelines for growth and jobs (2005-2008) 

COM(2005) 141 final
Rapporteur unique: Mr MALOSSE (GR I)




The following opinions are also due to appear on the agenda of the June plenary session:

	
	INT/253

Legal protection of designs 

COM(2004) 582 final
Rapporteur général: Mr RANOCCHIARI (GR I)



	 
	REX/173

The WTO - which way after Cancún? 

Own-initiative Opinion
Rapporteur: Mr PUTZHAMMER (GR II)

Co-Rap.: Mr McDONOGH (GR I)




* These opinions will be discussed at the next Plenary Session of the EESC due to be held 

on 8 and 9 June 2005.

	
	NEWS from European Organisations


	

	
	The Praesidium of the Committee of Professional Agricultural Organisations in the European Union (COPA) elected 

Rudolf SCHWARZBÖCK 

new President for the period 2005 – 2007


	


The Secretariat of Group III has received the following documents: 

CEPLIS

The European Council of the Liberal Professions sent us the following documents:

· CEPLIS TELEGRAM N° 11/05 -   15.04.2005
· CEPLIS TELEGRAM N° 13/05 -   06.05.2005
To obtain these documents, available in English and French, please contact: CEPLIS, 

4, Rue Jacques de Lalaing, B-1040 Brussels, 

Tel.: 32 (0)2 511 44 39 - Fax : 32 (0)2 511 01 24, e-mail : ceplis@pi.be
COPA/COGECA

The Committee of Agricultural Organisations in the European Union and the General Committee for Agricultural Cooperation in the European Union sent us the following documents:

· Press release:" The Presidents of COPA and COGECA meet Peter Mandelson, the EU Trade Commissioner, to discuss the WTO negotiations"; CDP(05)24-1, 14 April 2005
· Press release: "New COPA Presidency: Rudolf Schwarzböck elected President"; CDP(05)23-1, 15 April 2005
· Press release: "COPA-COGECA: full Community solidarity towards farmers affected by the drought"; CdP(05)25-1, 20 April 2005
· Press release: "The Presidents of COPA and COGECA, Rudolf SCHWARZBÖCK, and Eduardo BAAMONDE, meet the EU President of the Council of Agricultural Ministers, Fernand BODEN"; CdP(05)27, 26 April 2005
· Press release: "Congress of European Farmers 2005 to take place in October in Strasbourg"; CDP(06)22-2, 2 May 2005
· Press release: "COPA Working Programme for 2005"; CdP(05)35-1, 13 May 2005
· Press release: "Presidents of COPA and COGECA meet Commissioner for Agriculture Mariann FISCHER-BOEL with concern"; CdP(05)37-1; 13 May 2005
To obtain these documents, available in English and French, please contact: COPA/COGECA 

61, Rue de Trèves, B-1040 Brussels, 

Tel.: 32 (0) 2 287 27 11 - Fax : 32 (0)2 287 27 00 - e-mail : mail@copa-cogeca.be
EUROPÊCHE

Europêche sent us the following document:
· Press release: EU/Fisheries: "European ship owners deeply concerned about impact of high oil prices on fisheries sector"; EP(05)62/CdP(04)34-1, 3 May 2005
To obtain this document, available in English/French, please contact: 

EUROPÊCHE 

24, Rue Montoyer, B-1000 Brussels, 

Tel.: 32 (0) 2 230 48 48- Fax : 32 (0)2 230 26 80 - e-mail: europeche@free-way.net
Editor: Liam Ó Brádaigh

Editor in Chief: Marc Beffort

Secretariat of the Various Interests' Group, European Economic and Social Committee,

99 Rue Belliard, 1040 Bruxelles
e-mail : gr3@esc.eu.int
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