ON SATURDAY 28 MAY,
COME AND DISCOVER EUROPE!
‘UNITED IN DIVERSITY’
TH

EUROPEAN INSTITUTIONS
OPEN DAY 2016

On Saturday 28th May 2016, the European institutions will open their doors to
the public; a unique opportunity to discover the diversity of Europe in a fun and
family-friendly atmosphere.
The theme for the 2016 edition of this event will be the European Union motto
‘United in diversity’. Europe is a multi-faceted melting-pot of languages, cultures,
religions and political opinions, and this diverse identity is reflected in its
fundamental values and governing institutions.
The European Parliament, European Council, Council of the European Union, European Commission,
European Economic and Social Committee, European Committee of the Regions and European
External Action Service will join forces to welcome visitors, all eager to learn more about how the
institutions work and the issues that they deal with on behalf of Europe’s citizens. The buildings of the
European Quarter, from the Schuman Roundabout down Rue Belliard to the Place du Luxembourg, will
be open to the public from 10 am to 6 pm.
Site visits, information stands, interactive activities, debates, concerts and exhibitions are all on
the menu, making for a fun day of learning with family or friends.
For the full schedule, take a look at europeday.europa.eu
Moreover, we will send you a detailed press release in May. But feel free to already add the event to
your calendar.
You are also invited to participate in this Open Day 2016
and to contact us to better plan your reporting about this day.
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A few of the day’s highlights
European Parliament
- Debate: from 11 am to 1 pm in the hemicycle about the quote of Mahatma Gandhi “Our ability to reach
unity in diversity will be the beauty and the test of our civilisation”. With participation of former Sakharov
prize laureate Ali Ferzat and EP Vice-President Ramón Luis Valcárcel Siso (EPP, ES) and other Members of the
European Parliament
- Parlamentarium : photo exhibition “Displaced”, with photographs of women refugees and asylum seekers
(photographer Marie Dorigny)
- Visits to the hemicycle with briefing about the role and the duties of the European Parliament
- Stands of the different political groups and thematic stands on the functioning of the Parliament
The European Council and the Council of the European Union
- Guided tours: Visitors will have the opportunity to walk in the shoes of the Presidents and Prime Ministers of
the 28 EU Member States, following their route through the Council building from arrival at the VIP entrance
to the meeting rooms where decisions are taken. Visits are in EN, FR, NL and DE from 10 am to 5 pm.
- Central archives / Agreements office: Visitors will be able to take a trip through time and space as the
archives of the Council will explain how and where treaties and all other agreements between countries are
signed before becoming the building blocks of the Europe of today and of tomorrow.
- Kids’ corner: kids will have the opportunity to discover Europe and learn about the European Union in an
entertaining and playful way, including with a quiz during the guided tour.
- Member States’ stand: The Council is the place where all Member States of the European Union gather to
discuss ideas and take decisions impacting our daily lives. Visitors will be able to visit stands of the 28 Member
States to understand how each country participates in the Union and discover their culture and traditional
foods.
- Council online: Visitor will be invited to get engaged in an interactive game, find out some interesting facts
about Europe, take pictures and share their experience in the Council instantaneously with friends on social
media.
The European Commission
- Opening ceremony at 10 am with Maroš Šefčovič, Vice-President of the European Commission in charge of
the Energy Union.
- 5 thematic «villages» highlight the most important priorities of the European Commission (Jobs, Growth
and Investment, Digital Single Market, Energy and Climate Union, Migration, Citizenship and multilingualism).
Exhibitions, quizzes, games and many more activities offer visitors an interactive way of discovering how the
European Commission works – from 10 am to 6 pm.
- Guided tour at the 13th floor of the Berlaymont building (meeting room of the College of Commissioners)
– from 10 am to 5.30 pm.
- A series of mini citizen dialogues with prominent members from the European Commission – from 10.30 am
to 5.50 pm.
- Animation on the esplanade of the Berlaymont building: a giant map of the European Union, performances
and concerts – from 10 am to 6 pm.
- The 4th edition of the Bread Festival, organised by ASBL Schuman Square. On the Schuman Roundabout,
several professionals will share their passion, art and expertise with visitors. Via a series of different activities,
such as cooking lessons with famous chefs, tastings of bread from different European Regions, etc., they will
show visitors the variety and secrets of their profession.
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European Economic and Social Committee
This year, the EESC will focus on the role of civil society organisations in responding to the migration crisis in
Europe.
Under the banner “United in diversity”, the Committee will also showcase its work on economic and social policy
for the European Union, its work on sustainable development and its efforts to support participatory democracy
in Europe and the world.
The day’s programme is structured around five information stands, activities for the young (and not so
young!), concerts, games, a photo booth, a children’s corner and musical entertainment.
- The EESC and the migration crisis in Europe
- The EESC and growth, employment and solidarity
- The EESC and the environment, sustainable development and energy
- The EESC and participatory democracy
- The EESC in the world.
The European Committee of the Regions
- Stands representing European regions and cities,
with local culinary specialities and interactive activities
- Stands for the five political groups in the CoR
- Brief presentations of the CoR’s work
- Activities for children and adults
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