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Dear President,

Dear Professors

Dear Members

Ladies and Gentlemen,

First of all, I would like to congratulate professors Jean Jouzel and Peter Bosch, here today to represent the Intergovernmental Panel for Climate Change.

The IPCC, jointly with former US Vice-President Mr Al Gore, won the 2007 Nobel Peace Prize.
We are also honoured to have two important keynote speakers here with us today:
Mr Gonçalves Henriques, who is here on behalf of the current Portuguese Presidency of the European Union, and who is well-placed to describe the preparations for Bali where the EU's leaders, together with the rest of the world’s leaders, will meet hopefully to start what should become the Post-Kyoto negotiations, to try to pave the way for a global agreement to limit greenhouse gas emissions.

The Slovenian Secretary of State for the Environment, Mr Mitja Bricelj, who will, with his colleagues in the forthcoming Slovenian Presidency, be responsible for the follow-up to Bali. A very warm welcome to you both. (STOP FOR APPLAUSE)
Last but certainly not least, we also have the great honour to have a prominent climate change scientist, Mr Zerefos, as one of our own members and I am happy and proud to welcome him here today.

When I was elected President of the European Economic and Social Committee last October, I immediately declared the issue of climate change to be one of the top priorities of my Presidency.

I must confess that I am not particularly in favour of catastrophic scenarios like the one described by the Professor of Cosmology of Cambridge, Dr Rees, in his book "Our final Hour", in which he expresses his view that "we have only 50% of chances to survive after 2100".
Of course, 20 years after the signing of the Montreal Protocol there is relatively little to celebrate.
The precious layer of toxic gas that lies 25 km above the Earth continues to erode away and a new problem has arisen to complicate matters: climate change.
This "change" in climate may have different "facades" and consequences, either positive or negative.

Since time is limited and the subject is so vast, I would like to concentrate on changes in precipitation and rainfall.
Changes in precipitation, for instance:
It is true that a rising sea level will have various consequences, including floods and displacement of wetlands, coastal erosion, a higher salt level and problems for drainage.

It is true that changes in precipitation combined with a higher temperature may lead to the extinction of certain aquatic species.
It is also true that when water flowing out of rivers "freshens" seawater, the seawater becomes less salty.
A drop in the salt level of the Arctic Ocean, resulting from greater river discharge and the melting of sea ice, can have major implications for the global climate, by altering ocean currents such as the Gulf Stream.

But on the other hand, we must not forget that the volume of fresh water available to mankind is finite and since all life and health on Earth depends on water, it is still a very precious resource.

So precious that the Congolese representative to the U.N. Security Council said in April 2007: This will not be the first time people have fought over land, water and resources.

The U.S Military Advisory Board issued a revealing report in April 2007, which stated that the projected climate change posed a serious threat to America's national security.
We consider the violent precipitation to be caused by climate change, but according to the World Health Organisation 100 million Europeans do not have access to safe drinking water, making them vulnerable to water-related diseases, which cause around 18.000 deaths each year.

Therefore, we observe that this change in climate is perceived and explained according to the national and local geographical, social and economic features and needs of each country. 
I strongly believe that facing and tackling the "climate change phenomenon" will take us from dependency on primary production and heavy industry to knowledge- and service-based societies, thereby fostering  research and innovation, with knowledge the new "raw material". 
We need a long-term policy framework extending at least as far as 2030, which will give citizens and investors the necessary confidence for their daily activities and long-term investments. 
For the moment, we have a number of scenarios and we are building more everyday.

Until today, developed countries viewed the issue of climate change to be a poverty-related matter. 
An issue which we understand but hardly try to do anything about; an issue which concerns another continent; an issue which we cannot see "clearly" and which does not affect us directly.
The developed countries have the "means" to increase pollution but the developing countries do not!

Developed countries have the means to find solutions while the developing ones do not.

Things are changing, and climate conditions do not recognise frontiers.

The average US citizen requires 10 hectares of the planet to support his or her life while an African requires just one hectare!

The sun offers the earth 10,000 times more energy than humans consume, yet 1.7 billion people still lack access to electricity.

We must keep the following in mind:
the soil contains the remains of our past and the hopes of our future; 

it constitutes a reservoir for genes;
a reservoir of life for the present and for future generations.
The WWF says that
We only have one planet to live on. If all countries consumed the same natural resources and emitted our levels of carbon dioxide; WE WOULD NEED THREE PLANETS TO SUPPORT US!
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