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Manifesto of Estonian Non-governmental
Organisations
The 50th anniversary is a cause for celebration but also an opportunity to reflect
on what is required for the EU to progress from the economic union of the Treaty
of Rome to a citizens’ union. EU initiatives such as plan “D”, the White Paper
on European communication policy and proposals to improve transparency show
that reaching out and involving citizens is now a priority. Indeed this was also the
intention of the authors of a Treaty which innovated by being not just an
instrument for governments, but also for citizens.
With similar aspirations in mind Estonian civil society organizations, under the
leadership of the Network of Estonian Non-profit Organisations (NENO)
started to work out the Estonian Civil Society Concept (EKAK) back in 1999.
After extensive consultations with NGOs across the country and debates with all
political parties, EKAK was finally approved by the Estonian parliament Riigikogu
in 2002. EKAK defines the complementary roles of the public and non-profit
sector in developing and implementing public policies and describes the principles
and mechanisms of cooperation in building up strong civil society in Estonia.
However, the inability of the public sector to effectively implement the measures
foreseen by the EKAK four years after since its adoption has led to the frustration
and disillusionment among a number of NGOs. Given the upcoming
parliamentary elections in March 2007 and the obvious need to consolidate and
strengthen the voice of the non-profit sector NENO launched an initiative that
together with other NGOs sought to work out a so-called Manifesto of Non-governmental Organizations www.ngo.ee/11854 (for the upcoming
parliamentary elections ). Over the course of several months a number of
consultations were held with NGOs and political parties.
During a public hearing of political parties on their platforms on civil society
development it became clear, however, that although all parties do mention the
importance of strong civil society in their platforms they all lack a clear and
comprehensive vision and in some cases their understanding of the concept of
civil society emphasises the importance of arts and culture societies as well as
village associations but fails to recognize the work of advocacy groups and
watchdogs. As if to prove that the Constitutional Committee of the Riigikogu
decided to cancel a parliamentary session (a public hearing) on the
implementation of EKAK as a nationally important strategic issue that EKAK
sets forth as one of the monitoring instruments of EKAK’s actual
implementation and that was originally scheduled to be held in mid-February.
Now, after the elections, NENO together with its partners is working to ensure
that measures foreseen by the Manifesto will be in the agenda of the incoming
government.
1000 days in the European Union with its trends to hear and consult its citizens
have been one of the main triggers for even the typically reserved Nordic people
in Estonia.
It is every citizen’s duty to make a stand if necessary and not to wait for being
asked for their opinion.

On the occasion of the 50th anniversary we asked
Mr Ceballo HERRERO for an interview to share
with us his thoughts now, after having lived through
all phases of the EU construction. Mr Francisco
CEBALLO HERRERO, Chairman of General
Association of Consumers (ASCEGO) in Spain, is
the doyen member of Group III, serving at the
Committee since 1986.

“Being Spanish,
becoming part of
Europe meant
winning the fight
for democracy.”

EUROPE III – What are your thoughts on the 50th
anniversary of the Treaty of Rome? How do you see the
evolution of the EU and how important was the role of the
civil society organisation in this process?

vehicle of civil society and take a strong stand on its
behalf and in respect of major issues of concern, such
as the environment, that we have to deal with seriously
at the moment.
EUROPE III – What would be your message, as a
senior, to other members of the Group?
The members of Group III should be leaders engaged
in social and civic endeavours, such as the consumers’
movement; should be the driving force in organisations
which act with integrity and, above all, are independent
from the rest of the market operators and, at the same
time, stand out on the associative environment.
Therefore, they should prove their independence,
representativity and militancy in affairs such as, among
other things, sustainable development, corporate social
responsibility and responsible consumption.
To get a broader perspective of what our members’
thoughts and ideals are about the EU, when we
celebrate it, we also interviewed the youngest member
of our Group, Mr Martin CHREN, representative of
the F. A. Hayek Foundation, Bratislava, Slovakia.

For me, 50 years of peace is a fundamental and most
welcome fact. And the Union has played a critical role
in achieving this. Europe has done a lot at economic
level, but it is necessary to go deeper towards political
integration so that we could carry much more weight in
the process of globalisation. Being Spanish, becoming
part of Europe meant winning the fight for democracy.
Spain’s presence in Europe has contributed to a great
extent to its modernisation.
EUROPE III – As a consumer organisation representative,
how do you see your work back home influenced by the
Committee’s role in the EU decision-making process?
The EESC has contributed a lot to the work of our
organisations and it has helped them in modernising
our working practices. The EESC has gradually driven
us to think in European terms, understand how
important it is to be rallied by a European organisation
/ network, understand and apply social dialogue and
promote participatory democracy. But, above all it has
taught us to act together, as a single voice of civil society,
in spite of all the various interests that we represent.
EUROPE III – How do you see the Committee’s role in
the future and in consolidating the EU democratic
governance?
It is important that the Committee develop its role as
a builder of consensus at all levels of acceptability of
norms and policies. The Committee should be the

“I see the key to
prosperity lying
in the soundness
and smartness of
our economic and
social policies”
EUROPE III – It’s less than half a year since you became
a member of the EESC, Group III. You joined the
Committee at a moment when Europe undergoes a lot of
transformations. Also your country has gone through
many transformations after the collapse of communism
and towards EU accession.
On the 50th anniversary of the Treaty of Rome, how
do you see the future of Europe and the role of civil
society organisations in the EU construction?
The quote that Europe is currently standing at a
crossroads is more than just a phrase. The European
Union, growing in size, is on the one hand, accumulating
more and more political power, while, on the other hand,
it is perceived that it is drifting farther and farther away
from its citizens. As a liberal, in the classical sense of the
word, I see the key to prosperity lying in the soundness
Continued on page 2
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diverse, deeper, and intellectually enriching than discussions among
the three Groups within the plenary.

Continued from page 1

Group III: Past - Present - Future
and smartness of our economic and social policies. Sound policy leads
to sound politics - and the civil society organisations at the European
level could do a very good job in shaping these sound policies through
the good management of active communication between the EU
institutions and its citizens. We need to focus on the problems of
general interest of the European population, not just on those of some
influential interest groups. This would mean that civil society
organisations should sometimes come out of the shadows, because,
eventually, each civil society organisation is an interest group itself.
However, civil society organisations can set the best example of how
an active dialogue should work.
EUROPE III – What was your first impression of the Committee
and of Group III, in particular? Was there much difference from
the way you perceived it from the outside?
Probably the most impressive hallmark of Group III is its diversity,
arising from the variety of different backgrounds its members are
coming from. Discussions within the Group are sometimes more

Other news that
matters

EUROPE III – What is the impact of the EESC’s work on your
activities back home? Do you feel that the interests of those you
represent reach the EU decision-making process?
Coming from a public policy think-tank, I consider it as a great
opportunity to be a small part of the European policy making
process. Considering such a background, what I can see nowadays
is a small “clash of civilizations” among the young, ambitious EU
member countries, such as my homeland - Slovakia – and the old
member states. A poorer country than most of its Western
neighbours, Slovakia is trying hard to improve the welfare of its
citizens through a set of progressive reforms. However, such efforts
often create competitive pressures on the older EU countries. I
hope, for the future, to be able to explain to other EESC members
that economic and social reforms do not necessarily represent
negative competition, to convince them that helping increase the
prosperity of their eastern neighbours is also in their interest, and
that such competitive pressure could actually be the very much
needed impetus for the necessary changes in the policies, on a

Liaison Group‘s first meeting this year
The Liaison Group with civil society organisations and networks
held its 12th meeting on 1 March 2007. The Liaison Group had to
discuss and adopt an operational work programme for 2007-2008.
Based on the findings and recommendations in the Liaison Group’s
evaluation report, on the discussions held between the Liaison
Group’s co-chair, Jean-Marc Roirant, and the three Group
Presidents, the representatives of European civil society
organisations and networks agreed on a number of proposals as
priority issues defining a work programme for 2007-2008. The
proposed themes are in line with the political priorities of the
EESC and of other EU institutions such as the European
Commission: re-launching the Constitutional Treaty, intercultural
dialogue - immigration and enlargement, social reality in Europe
and the Lisbon strategy, European governance and civil dialogue,
EU budget reform, follow-up to the White Paper on European
Communication Policy, sustainable development, spirit of
enterprise with a human face.

The Sustainable Development Observatory (SDO) is
looking at the possibility of drawing up an own-initiative opinion
on Climate Change and the Lisbon Strategy. The reasoning behind
this proposal is that the Lisbon strategy should contain a strong
sustainable development dimension. Consequently, it would be
appropriate to integrate climate change issues into the strategy.
Since the EESC’s ongoing work on the Lisbon strategy, on issues
concerning sustainable development and particularly on climate
change are hardly visible, it is time to integrate these issues in the
EESC work programme, and to make the EESC a very visible actor
in the fight against climate change. The opinion could highlight
the role of the European institutions and of civil society
organisations in integrating sustainable development and climate
change aspects into the Lisbon strategy. The idea is that the
Commission could then have adequate time to take note of the
EESC’s views, in preparation for the review of the Lisbon strategy, During the meeting, Mr Mario SEPI, president of the EESC
which will take place in March, 2008.
Employees’ Group, presented a report on the state of the EESC

broader scale, at the EU level.
EUROPE III – While celebrating the 50th anniversary of the
Treaty of Rome, let’s allow ourselves to be daring with European
goals. How do you see the ideal role of the EESC in the EU decisionmaking process?
The time is coming for Europe today to extensively review its
policies, with a goal to maintain - or sometimes try to gain back - its
competitiveness and economic and social sustainability. From my
yet short experience, I feel that first of all, the EESC needs to
improve its own impact and visibility in the policy making process.
Once it succeeds in this, the EESC could become the one European
body that will shape the discussion and divert the focus away from
political skirmishes and scuffles to the real problems of the citizens
in the different European countries.

work, followed by an exchange of views on the Liaison Group
contribution to the synthesis report, prepared in collaboration with
national Economic and Social Councils, to be presented to the
2008 Spring European Council. This will concern the
implementation, at national level, of the Lisbon Strategy, and the
thematic reports related to the four areas for priority actions
identified by the 2006 Spring European Council: investment in
knowledge and innovation, business potential, employment of
priority categories and the definition of an energy policy for
Europe.
The Liaison Group is made up of representatives of European civil
society organisations and networks and of members of the EESC.
The Group III members in the Liaison Group, after its recent
enlargement, are: Mr Miklos BARABAS, Mr Bernardo
HERNÁNDEZ BATALLER, Mr Jan OLSSON, Mr Sukhdev
SHARMA, Mr Staffan NILSSON and Mr János TOTH.
One piece of news that also matters for Group III
Secretariat is the recent birth of Victoria, daughter of our colleague
Irina Jancová. We wish Irina and Victoria good health and a long
and happy life.

Our Group’s Strength
The Farmer’s Category
The Farmer’s category met on 7 March where an
official from the European Commission, Ms Summa,
Head of Bio-energy Unit (DG Agriculture) gave a
presentation on the topic Should we grow food or fuel.

Members of the category expressed many concerns
about the consequences of taking arable land out of
food production and converting it to growing crops
for fuel production. Many speakers felt that adequate
funding or preferential financial incentives should be
made available to farmers from the EU budget, to help
them cope with any change-over in land usage. It was
suggested that an observatory should be set-up to
monitor best practices in the EU and elsewhere in the
world, to provide information on the costs of
production and monitor environmental management.
A large bone of contention was competition with
other large scale bio fuel producers such as the USA,

where vast territories are available and the markets are
much protected and Brazil, where environmental
controls could not be guaranteed and labour and
production costs are very low, by comparison with
those in the EU. The Commission is convinced that
“food security is not in conflict” with fuel-crops. It was
necessary that EU politicians should take a firm and
clear decision on bio-fuels and stick to it long term,
even if oil prices were to tumble.
A second representative of DG Agriculture, Mr John
Bensted-Smith, gave an overview of the “Health
Check 2008”. A number of members of the category
pointed to the lack of trust in the Commission, given
that the de-coupling of farm payments system was
introduced despite promises that the “Agenda 2000”
scheme would last untouched until 2007. The
Commission assured the members that the “Health
Check” would not involve any major reforms, but
was to see if the CAP funding was functioning
properly. Group III President Mr Nilsson pointed
out that the current system of cross-compliance was
too burdensome and bureaucratic and the
Commission should look at ways of simplifying the
system. He also said that the current system in
operation of the penalisation of farmers for late
registration of animals was unfair.

resist vigorously giving any more ground on
agriculture. The Commission, conversely, saw the
WTO as an opportunity to open up new
agricultural markets elsewhere for EU farm produce.

Consumers and Environment Category
9th European Consumer Day
The Consumers and Environment Category (CEC)
held its meeting on 28
February. The ten new
members, who have recently
joined this structure, were
welcomed and the main
topics discussed were: how
to improve the exchange of
relevant
information
between CEC members and
to reach out and develop
closer contacts with relevant European environmental
and consumer organisations. They also began
planning for a joint meeting with the Farmers’
category, which will take place later in the year.

The EESC organised the 9th European Consumer
Day (celebrated every year on the 15th of March), in
cooperation with the Federation of German
Consumer Organisations, in Berlin, on 16 March
2007. The conference had as a main theme Financial
Many members complained about past and current Services in the EU and enjoyed a high level
WTO negotiations and said that the EU should attendance: Mrs. Meglana Kuneva (Commissioner

for Consumer Protection), the German Minister of
Justice Mrs. Brigitte Zypries, Mr. Walter Momper
(the President of the Berlin House of
Representatives), Mrs. Edda Müller (executive
Director of the Federation of German Consumer
Organizations) and our President Mr. Dimitris
Dimitriadis. Mr Dick Westendorp, co-spokesperson
of the Consumer and Environment, briefed us on
the works of the conference. While in the past the
financial industry was a closed market, now an
exchange of views and information is absolutely
necessary to come to a fair, transparent and
competitive market. Constructive negotiations
between consumer organisations and/or consumer
representatives and the suppliers of financial
products (self-regulation) must lead to arrangements
and contracts in which the relevant parties come to
fair model contracts and/or standard clauses. A code
of conduct for the financial institutes, i.e. selfregulation, would lead to much more flexibility of
rules and deals to monitor the market developments
than what is possible with laws and directives.
During the conference, a lot of attention was given to
distance selling as well, for which conditions have to
be settled before it becomes a common selling
method in all EU countries.
More information on the categories’ work can be found
on our website, by contacting the Secretariat of Group
III or the spokespersons the categories.
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Highlights of MARCH 2007 EESC Plenary Session

Group III members coordinating the work on opinions
Mr Heiko STEFFENS will chair the study group of the
opinion on A Competitive Automotive Regulatory
Framework for the 21st Century. Commission’s position on the
CARS 21 High Level Group Final Report. A contribution to
the EU’s Growth and Jobs Strategy (INT/351).

Future e-Accessibility legislation and ageing in particular Mr Kaul NURM will chair the study group of the
(TEN/295).
additional opinion on The agricultural employment
Other Group III members of this study group: Mr Poul situation in the EU and the accession countries: options for
action for 2010 (NAT/175).
LÜNEBORG and Mrs Renate HEINISCH.

Other Group III members of this study group: Mr Juraj Mr Jorge PEGADO LIZ will chair the study group of
the opinion on Requirements for accreditation and market
STERN and Mr János TÓTH.
surveillance relating to the marketing of products/Common
Mr Roberto CONFALONIERI will chair the study framework for the marketing of products/National technical
group of the exploratory opinion on Radio Frequency rules for products lawfully marketed in another Member
Identification – RFID (TEN/293).
State. (INT/352/353/354)
Other Group III members of this study group: Mr Other Group III members of this study group: Mr
Lucien BOUIS and Mr Bernardo HERNÁNDEZ Tomasz
CZAJKOWSKI,
Mr
Dick
BATALLER.
WESTENDORP and Mrs Pirkko RAUNEMAA.
Mr Frank ALLEN, Mr Corrado ROSSITTO, Mrs Mr Javier SÁNCHEZ ANSÓ will chair the study
Elzbieta SZADZIŃSKA and Mr Gerd WOLF are group of the exploratory opinion on
members of the study group of the exploratory opinion
on The contribution of information technologies to Health and future of the CAP after 2013 (NAT/359).
sustainability (TEN/294).
Other Group III members of this study group: Mr
Mr Bernardo HERNÁNDEZ BATALLER has been Hervé COUPEAU, Mr Seppo KALLIO, Mr Martin
appointed Rapporteur of the exploratory opinion on NOSE and Mr Lutz RIBBE.

Group III Members’
Organisations In The Spotlight
Your Europe – Your Future – national youth
debate on EU issues in the Czech Republic
European Youth Summit 23-25 March 2007
On 3 March, the Czech Council of Children and
Youth, whose chairman is Mr Pavel TRANTINA,
member of group III, organised a national youth debate,
in Prague, with the support of Representation of the
European Commission, to prepare for the “Rome Youth
Declaration”.
The Youth Summit on 23-25 March 2007 was
organised in Rome, on the occasion of the 50th
Anniversary of the Treaty of Rome. The main objective
of the event is to develop a youth input for the debate
on the future of Europe. Before the summit, national
youth debates were organized in EU countries. There
were six main themes of the Youth Summit which were
debated at the national level before the event: the future
of the EU, a social and economic model for Europe,
sustainable development, Europe´s role in a globalised
world, building democracy and civil society in Europe
and youth and education in the EU.
The results of the national youth debate in Prague (and
in other EU countries) and copies of the “Rome Youth
Declaration” are available on the website of the
European Youth Forum:
http://www.youthforum.org/youthsummit.htm.

Group III Romanian Members to Raise
Awareness on the Importance of Public
Consultations
Pro Democracy Association, represented by Mr
Cristian PIRVULESCU, Group III member, and the
Civil Society Development Foundation (CSDF)
represented by Mr Ionut SIBIAN, Group III member,
are carrying out a project on public consultation in the
law making process (January – June 2007), with the
support of the Centre of Resources for Public
Participation. The project aims at changing the current
Romanian law regarding the elaboration of normative
acts, by introducing the public consultation procedure
at the level of both Chambers of the Parliament,
through a strong advocacy campaign.

On 21 March, the European Commission decided to
open a public register for all interest representatives
working to influence decisions taken in EU
institutions. While registration will be voluntary, there
are clear rules on what information subscribers would
have to supply: In whose name am I speaking? What are
my goals? How am I funded, and by whom? The
initiative offers an opportunity to all interest
representatives to underscore that lobbying the EU
institutions is a legitimate and useful activity, and one that
can stand up to full public scrutiny. All documents as well
as the contributions to the Green Paper are available at:
http://ec.europa.eu/commission_barroso/kallas/tr
ansparency_en.htm.

Mr Hubert GHIGONIS will chair the study group of
the information report on A Competitive Automotive
Regulatory Framework for the 21st Century. Commission’s
position on the CARS 21 High Level Group Final Report.
A contribution to the EU’s Growth and Jobs Strategy
(CCMI).
Other Group III member of this study group: Mr János
TÓTH.
Mrs Teresa COSTA MACEDO, Mr Staffan
NILSSON, Mr Sukhdev SHARMA, Mrs Jillian van
TURNHOUT and Mr Dick WESTENDORP are
have been nominated as members of the Round Table
EU/CHINA (REX).

the UK’s nationwide festival celebrating the range of
2,500 products on sale which carry the Fairtrade Mark.
250 towns, cities and villages have ‘Fairtrade’ status,
which means they meet tough commitments to use and
sell fair trade products. Richard ADAMS, who was a
key person in founding Britain’s fair trade movement in
the 1970s, has awarded Fairtrade status to Maureen
Goldsworthy, the mayor of Gateshead, in north-east
England. The UK has seen massive growth in Fairtrade
sales – now at an annual €450 million and growing by
over 40% a year. The UK is the world’s biggest market
for fair trade goods, though Mr ADAMS says he would
be delighted if it was overtaken by as many EU countries
as possible. In 58 developing countries around the world,
580 primary producer organisations, usually agricultural
co-operatives, benefit from selling on fair trade market.

The Economic and Social Council in
France – an active contributor to the
EC consultations

Best Practices of Combating
Discrimination in Spain
Fundación ONCE, represented by Mr Miguel Angel
CABRA de LUNA, member of Group III, has
recently launched a study Faces against discrimination.
It relates nine stories of people with disabilities: three of
whom have been employed by an ordinary company by
the Programme, three others who have developed a selfemployment project, also supported by the Programme,
and the last three stories are businessmen and women
who are developing a staff recruitment policy, favouring
people with disabilities. “Faces against discrimination“
has been co-funded by the ESF in the framework of the
Operational Programme to Combat Discrimination.
For more information on the study in question and on
other works elaborated and published by ONCE
Foundation, please visit the website of ONCE
Foundation: www.fundaciononce.es

Fairtrade Festival in the UK

At the same time, advocacy itself is being debated in
Romania at the moment.
Pro Democracy Association and Advocacy Academy,
represented by Mr Radu NICOSEVICI, member of
Group III, have recently organised a public consultation
on the lobbying activity in Romania. As it is at the
European level, opinions on regulating lobbying
activities are contentious and the debate remains open.

Other Group III member of this study group: Mr
Ludvik JÍROVEC.

Photo: Richard Adams (right) outside the new Sage Music
Centre on the Gateshead / Newcastle Quayside
Mr Richard ADAMS, member of Group III (UK),
briefed us on the Fairtrade Fortnight, in early March,

Mrs Evelyne PICHENOT briefed us on the latest
initiatives taken by the Economic and Social Council
in France, with respect to EC public consultations. At
the beginning of each year, the French CES, through its
Delegation for the European Union chaired by Mrs
PICHENOT, member of Group III, makes an
inventory of the public consultations opened by the
European Commission. The document, which she sent
to us, is a comprehensive guide to the consultative
procedure of the European Commission for the
members of the French Economic and Social Council.
It includes details of the consultations opened by the
Commission in 2007 structured by areas of activity
(transport, environment, health and consumer
protection, etc.), the green papers and the white papers
to be launched by the Commission in 2007, the
selection of the consultations that the French CES has
made in order to prepare its own opinions for the
consultations in question. The French Economic and
Social Council has recently contributed to the
consultation launched by the Commission on
demographic change (Green Paper), European Youth
Pact (Communication) and on the EU
Communication Policy (White Paper).
This guide, elaborated by the Delegation for the
European Union of the Economic and Social Council,
could be taken as an example of good practice for those
members involved in the works of the various national
economic and social councils.

News from European
Agreed
Organisations
Not Such a Happy Birthday for the
European Youth Pact at the Spring
Summit
This year’s Spring European Council marks the
second anniversary of the European Youth Pact, as it
was adopted by this body in 2005, and reaffirmed by the
EU Heads of State and Government last year. However,
the European Youth Forum believes this is not really a
day of celebration, as the European Youth Pact has yet
to deliver any tangible results at either European or
national levels, as illustrated in the European
Commission’s Lisbon progress report published in
December 2006.
The Pact represents a cross-sectoral policy initiative,
which was inscribed in the Lisbon Strategy and aims to
achieve the better integration of young people in
employment and society in general; to adapt education
to the needs of a knowledge-based economy; and to
better respond to the vulnerable situation of youth in the
current demographic context – notably through policies
to reconcile family and work life and encourage greater
youth autonomy. The European Youth Forum still truly
believes in the potential of the Youth Pact for addressing
the cross-sectoral nature of the challenges facing young
people. The Forum also warns on the undesirable
situation that the Youth Pact become obsolete and
useless rather than youthful and effective.
For more information about the European Youth Forum
adopted in EU Spring Summit 2005, please visit the
European Youth Forum website www.youthforum.org

COPA – COGECA pleads for
simplification of CAP
COPA and COGECA have adopted a position on
technical simplification of the
Common Agricultural Policy
(CAP), commenting on the
Commission’s proposal for the
single Common Market Organisation (CMO) and its
action plan on simplification. COPA and COGECA
have also made 50 specific proposals of their own for a
more simple and effective CAP, guided by 5 principles:
more clarity, less form-filling, greater co-ordination,
reasonable inspections and revised sanctions. According
to COPA and COGECA, the Commission has
committed to technical simplifications only. The
proposals of COPA and COGECA come directly from
those who have to deal with red tape in agricultural policy
every day and are the first to suffer from it.
The position paper is available on COPA –COGECA’s
website:
http://www.copacogeca.be/pdf/pr_07_19f_1e.pdf

EUPS commits for quality services
The European Union of Social Pharmacies has
undertaken 6 commitments for quality pharmaceutical
services in order to facilitate patient’s access to clearly
defined and needs based quality pharmaceutical services.
We only mention the social pharmacies’ commitments to
know patient’s need in order to adapt their services, to
update the skills of pharmacists and their staff and to
improve consultation between pharmacists and other
health care providers in the patient’s interest. The EUPS
also has made recommendations on the methods of
payment for pharmaceutical services, with a view to
encouraging the development of services that patients and
society expect of the pharmacist, in other words, the
promotion of an effective and safe use of medicines.
The social pharmacies can be found in Belgium, France,
Italy, the Netherlands, Portugal, Poland, Switzerland and
the United Kingdom. Their aim is to seek to introduce
the concept of all-round health care, covering not just
dispensing but all the various elements which go with it,
in terms of receiving customers, advice and information,
prevention etc.
To find out more about the EUSP’s initiatives, please
visit the organisation’s website at:
http://www.eurosocialpharma.org
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Highlights of our Members’ Work
Mr Leif Erland NIELSEN, member of Group III,
representative of the Danish
Agricultural Council, was the
Rapporteur of the exploratory
opinion on Animal welfare
labelling (NAT 342, CESE
247/2007). The EESC was
asked by the German
presidency to look into the
feasibility of introducing a specific labelling regime
at EU level for livestock products based on
compliance with animal welfare standards. It is
proposed that the present mandatory minimum
animal welfare standards should be backed up by
voluntary labelling rules that can be used in
combination with both general commercial labels
and more quality-based labels, not least among them
“quality schemes”. This will underpin market forces
and will not place an unnecessary burden on the
political system in the EU or on national inspection
bodies. Such a market-based system will be more
flexible, effective and future-oriented than politically
imposed criteria.
The contribution of research in the EU in the field
of animal welfare is crucial in determining whether
it will be possible in the future to integrate animal
welfare into the agriculture and subsequent
production and trading chain on a scientific and
objective basis.
The exploratory opinion will serve as a basis for a
hearing, jointly organised with the German
Presidency, which will be held on 28 March 2007 at
the EESC premises.
Mr Angelo GRASSO, member of Group III, a
representative of Confcooperative and member of
CECODHAS, was the
Rapporteur of the exploratory
opinion on Housing and
regional policy (ECO/192
CESE 42/2007). At the
request of the European
Parliament’s Committee on Regional Development,
drawing up a report on housing and regional policy,
the European Economic and Social Committee is
preparing an opinion on the matter.
The EESC thinks that in view of the importance of
the housing dimension, there is a need to encourage
and assist Member States and regions in planning the
restructuring of urban districts and improving housing
within the framework of the Structural Funds.

The EESC welcomed the initiative by the European
Commission and the European Investment Bank
(EIB) to create a new financial instrument,
JESSICA, specifically to provide support for the
development of disadvantaged urban areas, including
social housing in these areas. The JEREMIE
programme also offers opportunities for players in
the social housing field who work to create pleasant
neighbourhoods to live in for everyone.

conference entitled “Changing conditions in the
Balkan countries - challenges for future cooperation with
the EU and Central European countries” in Ljubljana,
Slovenia. The participants were representatives of
80 NGO and governmental bodies from Czech
Republic, Slovakia, Hungary, Austria and Slovenia
with experience in the Balkan countries, as well as
resource persons from the target countries (Bosnia
and Herzegovina, Monte Negro, Macedonia,
Albania, Serbia and Kosovo).

The guidelines which the European Commission is
to publish on the integration of immigrants through
housing must mark the first step in this process,
which should also involve better support for projects
with a housing dimension in the PROGRESS
programme.

This year three Excellent European Research
Projects share €1m Descartes Prize for Research.
The High Energy Stereoscopic System is a telescope
system that has revolutionized existing astronomical
observation techniques and increased our
knowledge and understanding of the Milky Way
and beyond. The Hydrosol project has developed a
method of producing hydrogen from watersplitting, using the energy of the sun, which could
lead to environmentally friendly production of
hydrogen for energy purposes. The third project,
APOPTOSIS, has made great strides in our
understanding of apoptosis (programmed cell
death), which will lead to new developments in
future treatment of cancer and AIDS.

During the conference, there was an exchange of
information on actual and future cooperation plans
between the Balkan countries, the five participating
countries and the European Union and the needs
and priorities of the target groups have been shared.
Recommendations for the future cooperation of the Seppo KALLIO and Staffan NILSSON actively
involved in forestry matters
A Group III member in the UN Committee on development actors were drafted.
the Rights of the Child
The Bureau of Nordic Family
The conference constituted a good forum to
Forestry and the ConMrs Maria Herczog, member of Group III and promote the EESC and the Western Balkans
federation of European Forest
representative of the National Institute of Family Contact Group, as an active player in the region, and
Owners organised together
and Social Policy, was elected to the UN it helped the EESC representative build contacts
with European Economic and
Committee on the Rights of with a view to the preparation of the 2nd Western
Social Committee a seminar
the Child, at the 11th Balkans Civil Society Forum (2008).
on “European Family Forestry – Northern Dimension”
Meeting of States Parties to
the Convention on the Rights Gerd WOLF & Renate HEINISCH celebrated on 27 February in Brussels.
of the Child, 21 February European Research
The purpose of the seminar was to introduce
2007, United Nations
forestry and forest industry in Nordic countries and
Headquarters, New York.
also give an overview of EU’s forest political
Through the UN Convention
situation. The presentations generated a wide
on the Rights of the Child, States Parties shall take
discussion on current forest policy issues in the EU
all appropriate measures to ensure that the child is
with bio-energy, climate change and research being
protected against all forms of discrimination or
the most dominating themes. Approximately 100
punishment on the basis of the status, activities,
visitors, with many decision makers from the
expressed opinions, or beliefs of the child’s parents,
European Commission and the European
legal guardians, or family members.
Parliament, participated in the seminar and the
following reception. Mr Seppo KALLIO, member
Ms Herczog is a member of the SOC and ECO
sections of the EESC, and has already supported our On 7 March, Mrs Renate HEINISCH and Mr of Group III and representative of the Central
committee with her expertise as a Rapporteur and Gerd WOLF, members of Group III, participated Union of Agricultural Producers and Forest
study group member of different opinions related to as distinguished guests in the ceremony of Owners in Finland (MTK), moderated the seminar,
children’ rights, equal opportunities for women,‘silver Descartes Prizes for Research. This is awarded by and Staffan NILSSON, President of Group III,
age’ and family. She is also active member of the the European Commission to teams of researchers was a keynote speaker in the conference.
Hungarian Economic and Social Council and who have achieved outstanding scientific or
technological results through collaborative research The presentations of the seminar can be found on
chairwomen of the HESC’s Standing Committee.
in any field of science, including the social sciences, the website of the Nordic Family Forestry:
humanities and economics.
http://www.nordicforestry.org/article.asp?Data_
The EESC and Civil Society in the Balkans
ID_Article=2383&Data_ID_Channel=44
Mr Miklos BARABAS, This year the awards were given at a ceremony in
Vice-President of Group Brussels, attended by the German Federal Minister
III, in his capacity as for Education and Research, Dr Annette Schavan
President of the Western and European Science and Research Commissioner,
Balkans Contact Group, Dr Janez Potočnik.
attended an international

An Insight Into Group III Leadership
On 30 March 2007 Group III will hold an extraordinary Bureau meeting in Berlin. Coming less than a week after the
informal Heads of State and Government (24-25 March), where the Berlin Declaration was adopted, a chief advisor to
the German Chancellor, Dr. Uwe Corsepius, Director of European Affairs at the Federal Chancery will give a debriefing
on the Berlin Declaration and the Priorities of the German Presidency. The meeting is being co-hosted by the German
Civil Service Federation (DBB Beamtenbund und tarifunion) and it constitutes a forum where Group III Bureau
members will engage in a constructive and information dialogue with German civil society organisations, either
represented in the EESC or not. More than 100 representatives of a wide cross-section of civil society organisations are
expected to attend the meeting. Subjects such as the social Europe versus globalisation and competition and the role of
civil society in communicating Europe and the way forward for the Constitution, will be debated.
Group III Presidency
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