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EDITORIAL 
A year ago, we wrote that the European Union had been seriously 
shaken by the French and Dutch "No" votes on the European 
Constitution. At the time, the European Council was unsure 
how to continue with the ratification of the constitutional treaty, 
and decided to introduce a period of reflection. Those who hoped 
that the Austrian Presidency would firmly lead the European 
Union out of this constitutional hibernation were disappointed 
when the results of the June 2006 European Council became 
known. Instead of a strong vision to take the European project 
ahead, the EU's heads of state and government agreed on a face-
saving, wishy-washy formulation, which effectively puts off the 
moment of truth until next year.  
 

Despite the many well-meant communication initiatives 
undertaken by inter alea Commissioner Wallström, the European 
Parliament, our Committee and many others, the gap between 
Europe and its citizens remains enormous, as is for instance 
demonstrated by the results of the recent Internet-questionnaire 
undertaken by the Dutch government. Dutch citizens remain 
suspicious of the EU, despite their underlying support for the 
European idea, and are not closer to voting yes for the European 
constitution today than they were a year ago. 
 

In this period of continuing hesitation, there is much merit in 
the message from Unice to the Council Presidency, namely to 
focus effort on building Europe for the interest of business. It is 
clear that if we wish to maintain the many current variants of 
the European societal model, much needed decisions must be 
taken to make Europe competitive in the globalised world for 
growth and jobs, as is argued by Unice. The European economy 

is quietly moving towards stronger growth; it is still far short of 
the growth rates needed to achieve the Lisbon targets by 2010.  
It is an economic upturn, but lack of political impetus means we 
are losing out on the opportunities of an enlarged and unified 
market. Indeed, as we discussed with Commission President 
Barroso only a few months ago, national protectionism appears 
to be gaining in strength. 
 

The European Commission is also at a crucial crossroads, not 
just for the political future of Europe, but also for the future of 
the Internal Market. Agreement seems in sight for the Services 
directive. On the positive side, it is an important step towards 
opening the EU market for services; on the negative side, however, 
the end-result lacks much of the ambition that its patron, 
Commissioner Bolkestein, put in the original proposal. 
 

EuroCommerce in its response to the Commission's public 
consultation on the future of the Internal Market expresses its 
dismay at the lack of vision and commitment that the Commission 
offers in this sensitive policy area. 
 

As the Committee moves towards summer and the end of its 
current mandate in September, we invite members of the 
Employers' Group to continue their efforts to ensure that the 
European project stays on track. 
 

I wish the Members of the Employers Group and our readers 
very pleasant summer holidays and look forward to welcoming 
you back in September. 
 

Giacomo Regaldo   

ENERGY MIX 
Having examined the energy sector extensively, the EESC 
believes that the strategic goal for Europe should be to attain a 
diversified energy mix, including all potential sources and uses of 
energy. For environmental reasons, as well 
as for issues relating to competitiveness, it is 
necessary to find a global solution to post-
Kyoto climate policies, involving at least all 
major emitters. 
 

STRATEGY FOR AN OPTIMAL 
ENERGY MIX 
−  Energy efficiency, including combined 

heat and power production, is the first 
answer to the energy policy challenges 
facing Europe. Better efficiency supports 
all energy policy targets competitiveness, 
security of supply, climate change. 

 

−  Renewable energy sources have much potential in the EU and 
need specifically adapted support. Policies have to be designed 

carefully so as not to contribute to the already strong push 
upwards on energy prices. 

−  In transport, a variety of measures (alternative fuels, 
intelligent traffic 
planning, hybrid 
vehicles, etc.) 
would help energy 
policy targets to be 
better 
implemented. 
 

−   Better support 
is needed for 
nuclear safety with 
the implementation 
of existing, 
practical solutions 
to the question of 

spent fuel. As regards the transport of spent fuel, both  
EU-rules and international commitments must be respected. 



−  Serious efforts must be put into clean coal technologies - 
improved power plant efficiency and commercial applications 
of carbon capture and storage. Preparation must be undertaken 
to increase the use of domestic EU coal reserves, including 
their use in liquid and gas forms. 

 

−  In order to have fewer problems to maintain or even increase 
the share of gas in the EU’s energy mix, investments in liquefied 
natural gas terminals must be encouraged, with a view to 
diversifying supply sources of gas from outside the EU. 

 

FUTURE VISION 
In the shorter term, efforts must be directed towards achieving a 
better energy efficiency and developing renewable technologies, 
which are still far from the market, such as clean coal technologies 
and nuclear safety. The above-mentioned energy mix policy must 

also be applied to research into energy. Many renewables and 
efficiency technologies need smart engineering to lower their 
costs. Much basic and longer-term research and development 
work is further needed to make the vision of an energy scene 
with renewables, fusion and hydrogen possible. 
 

The EU should speak with one voice and take its position as one 
of the strongest actors – on the international scene in negotiating 
with energy suppliers. Sufficient investment in energy production 
and transmission must be ensured. Long-term contracts can be a 
helpful instrument, within the limits dictated by the need for 
sufficient competition. In view of current developments, a better 
coordination of energy policy within the EU would increase the 
ability to react to internal and external problems. 
 

The EESC Rapporteur for this subject is 
Ms. Sirkeinen, from the Employers' Group 

EDUCATION 
Achieving an entrepreneurial mindset is a lifelong learning 
process, which needs to start at an early age and which should 
run throughout the whole education system. Primary, Secondary 
and Higher education should all provide a better basis for 
entrepreneurial attitudes and 
entrepreneurship. A recent survey showed 
that entrepreneurship-training programmes 
play a crucial role in encouraging young 
people to consider self-employment as a 
future career option. These programmes 
have also shown that they improve the 
students’ problem-solving capabilities, 
develop self-confidence and teach the value 
of co-operation and teamwork. The 
importance of entrepreneurship must be 
clearly stated and become a natural part of 
national curricula through the EU.  
 

12 STEPS TO ACHIEVE 
ENTREPRENEURIAL MINDSETS 
Entrepreneurship refers to an individual's ability to turn ideas 
into action. Entrepreneurial training promotes innovation, 
creativity and self-confidence. In order to foster entrepreneurial 
mindsets through education and learning, we should put in place 
the following 12 steps: 
1.  Bring Entrepreneurial programmes within the national 

curriculum from primary school to higher education and 
stimulate effective cooperation between schools/universities 
and businesses; 

2. Ensures involvement of teachers, and point to benefits in their 
personal development; 

3. Active participation of company representatives in education 
through mentors and advisers from business; 

4. Draw up educational programmes for entrepreneurship 
involving both employers and employees; 

5. Strong involvement and presence of civil society in the learning 
process; 

6. The importance of female entrepreneurs must be taken into 
account at an early stage in schools with the aim of fostering a 
positive balance between women and men; 

7.  Entrepreneurship must be encouraged equally amongst 
disabled persons; 

8.  Exchange of best practice is very important. Progress could be 
monitored through annual stock-taking conferences organised 
by the Commission; 

9.  Media activities and the image they convey of business are 
important; 
10.  An "Entrepreneurial 
staircase" can be used as one 
of several models in the 
Member States; 
11.   The importance of 
creating one-stop-shops to 
facilitate the setting up of 
companies; 
12.  Entrepreneurial mindsets 
for education and training can 
play a role in communicating 
Europe and bringing the EU 
closer to its citizens. 

 

DISSEMINATION OF BEST PRACTICE 
The introduction of a model called the "Entrepreneurship-
Staircase" with different steps from primary education up to 
post-university research level has proven to be a successful way 
of introducing entrepreneurship education to a person early in 
life and continuing with it throughout later stages of education: 
−     7-year old "Flashes of genius" create simple and practical 

innovations; 
−     15-year olds: information and active participation in schools 

by businesses, organisations and authorities; 
−     18-year olds: become Young entrepreneurs and start mini-

companies; 
−     Higher education: special faculties and programmes for 

entrepreneurship. 
 

Entrepreneurship is important to society as a whole. To promote 
and raise the awareness of the culture of entrepreneurial 
thinking, as well as an understanding of the importance of 
entrepreneurship for a country's overall development, the 
Committee proposes that the year of 2009 be declared European 
Year of Entrepreneurship. 

FOSTERING AN ENTREPRENEURIAL MINDSET THROUGH 
EDUCATION AND LEARNING 



COMMUNITY-TRAINING PROGRAMMES 
 

Several European community-training programmes could contribute 
financially to efforts to enhance entrepreneurial spirit, in particular 
the Erasmus and Leonardo programmes, the structural funds, 
especially the European Social Fund, and the future Competitiveness 
and Innovation Programme. However, these support possibilities, 

much to the regret of the EESC, do not seem to be coordinated; a 
coherent strategy, at Community level to enhance entrepreneurial 
spirit, is very much required. Methods and funding need to be 
clearly identified and players at all levels informed about the 
various possibilities for securing community funding. 
 

The EESC Rapporteur for this subject is 
Ms. Jerneck, from the Employers' Group 

AIR SAFETY 
Since early 2004, Europe has been under pressure to improve its 
aircraft safety legislation. Consistency and harmonisation among 
Member States in relation to the standards of operation for 
airlines is crucial. 
 

Member states must avoid situations where, for economic and 
social reasons, one State decides that an airline, which is listed is 
"marginally acceptable", may operate in its airports; while another 
Member States judges the airlines standards as unacceptable. 
Also, many national aviation authorities tend to turn a blind eye 
to the enforcement of many 
regulations concerning their 
own national airlines. With 
the cooperation of the 
Member States and their 
experts, a black list of 96 
airlines has been published. 93 
of them are facing outright 
bans and 3 are facing 
operational restrictions. This 
black list has now been 
updated, and the total passed 
from 96 to 98 airlines. 
 

EUROPEAN 
AVIATION SAFETY 
AGENCY (EASA) 
The current intention of the European Commission is to further 
extend the competencies of EASA in the field of regulation, including 
safety and interoperability of airports, air traffic management 
and air navigation services. There should be only one rule maker and 
that must be EASA. This should allow for the future harmonisation 
of aerodrome regulations and should, as far as possible, avoid 
competitive distortion between EU and non-EU airports.  
 

Europe needs a uniformed Air Traffic Control (ATC) system, 
which goes beyond the boundaries of all countries and where 
EUROCONTROL would be recognised as a "Federal Regulator". 
 

AVIONICS SAFETY 
EASA should produce guidelines and/or rules for protecting specific 
equipment or networks against "acts of unlawful interference". 
Apart from the increasing use of Ethernet (LAN) and IP, the 
other areas of vulnerability are: 

− increasing use of air/ground data link technologies for 
communications by passengers, airlines and ATC; 

− data and software transfer using networks on aircraft and 
between ground sites; 

− the multiplication of software viruses and hacker attacks, plus 
the searching for confidential data through interconnected 
networks. 

AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE 
Maintenance licences issued by other States are based on the 
requirements set by the Joint Aviation Authorities and were 
adopted into national law to give them legal teeth. Under the 
European Aviation Safety Agency system, the licensing rules are 
subject to European Union law. 
 

Also, adequate time needs to be allowed for inspection on the 
ground, particularly in the turn-around of aircraft at airports. 
The 25 minutes that aircraft spend on average at airports in 

between short haul flight can 
certainly not be considered as 
adequate in all cases. 
 

CABIN CREW 
Cabin crew should be 
certified or licensed by a 
competent Authority in order 
to guarantee proficiency in 
their functions (safety, 
security, medical aspects, 
passenger management). 
Guarantees are also needed 
with regard to technical 
qualifications for each aircraft 
type that they are required to 
work on. 

 

Improvements regarding rest requirements for flight crew should – 
where practicable – also apply to cabin crew, who must be fully 
alert in preventing any safety or security occurrences as well as 
dealing with cases of emergency. 
 

EFFECTS OF FATIGUE AND PERFORMANCE 
SAFETY 
How can a pilot recognise when he or she is too tired to fly? 
What roles do sleep cycles, dehydration, nutrition and illness 
play in identifying and responding to fatigue? The quality of 
sleep during rest periods is very important. Pilots going through 
various time zones are bond to suffer fatigue with resulting 
impairment of judgement. 
 

Diet and nutrition also play an important role. For example, any 
pilot from a brand new student to the about to retire captain, 
will tell you that the beverage of choice among pilots is coffee. 
While coffee is a stimulant that temporally causes an increasing 
level of alertness; it is also a diuretic, which causes the body to 
discharge more fluid than it is taking in, resulting in dehydration, 
which in turn can cause fatigue. 
 

The EESC Rapporteur for this subject is 
Mr. McDonogh, from the Employers' Group 
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FUTURE CONFERENCES 
 

Regional Consultative Forum "Communicating Europe" 
Malta, 20 & 21 July 2006 
 
Workforce mobility in the Lisbon agenda 
Joint conference by the EESC and the Economic Council of Finland 
Helsinki, 4 & 5 September 2006 
 
2006 Euro-Mediterranean Summit 
Economic and Social Councils and Similar Institutions 
Ljubljana, Slovenia - 15 - 17 November 2006 

NORTHERN DIMENSION POLICY 

In preparation for its EU presidency in the second half of 2006, 
Finland asked the EESC in November 2005, to present an exploratory 
opinion on the future of the Northern Dimension policy. Finland 
requested that the opinion set out views and recommendations, 
in particular about how this policy should be strengthened from 
the beginning of 2007 and how civil society involvement in this 
policy and its implementation could be improved.  
 

EU - ICELAND - NORWAY & RUSSIA 
Northern Europe needs close multilateral regional cooperation, 
with the non-EU states (Iceland, Norway and Russia) in the region. 
Such cooperation complements bilateral relations between 
countries in the region as well as the EU's relations with non-EU 
states. Regional cooperation helps to promote stability, economic 
growth, well-being and 
sustainable development in 
the region and in Europe as a 
whole.  
 

The idea of the "co-ownership" 
of the Northern Dimension 
process is crucial. Non-EU 
Northern Dimension 
countries should play a full 
part in the process and be 
allowed to participate on 
equal terms in the planning, 
implementing and monitoring of policy. This requires strong 
mechanisms, namely: a joint standing Northern Dimension (ND) 
governing committee, an appropriate number of sub-bodies 
working under it and an effective body responsible for operational 
functions. The parties should meet annually to monitor and provide 
guidance for the implementation of ND cooperation. 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL & NATIONAL HEALTH 
As regards existing environmental cooperation within the Northern 
Dimension, the main emphasis should be on stopping water 
pollution in the Baltic and the Gulf of Finland, immediate action 
to reduce the risk of pollution caused by nuclear waste in the Kola 
Peninsula and support for cross-border cooperation projects in 
the Pskov region. The prime concern in national health cooperation 
is action to combat communicable diseases, in particular HIV/AIDS. 
 

REGIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE, & 
LOGISTICS TRANSPORT 
A pre-requisite for entrepreneurship, investment and economic 
growth in the Northern Dimension region is an efficient transport 
and logistics system. Joint action should be taken to develop land, 
sea and air transport routes and to link them together across national 

borders. Special attention needs to be paid to transport safety (at 
sea) and cooperation between border authorities (customs clearance, 
standards, health requirements, visa procedures, etc.) so as to 
facilitate legal border crossings. Efforts should also be made to find 
effective ways of preventing all kinds of illegal border crossings 
(including human trafficking, smuggling and illegal immigration). 
 

ENERGY COOPERATION & SECURITY 
As a region with vast energy resources, the Northern Dimension 
area is not only important for the countries in the area itself, but 
it has considerable impact on the EU as a whole. In view of its 
crucial role ensuring the security of future supplies of oil and gas 
to the EU, it deserves the attention of all EU Member States.  
 

The Northern Dimension is an important element in the balanced 
development of 
Europe’s energy 
infrastructure. A 
considerable level of 
investment will be 
needed at this region, to 
secure a sufficient level of 
energy supplies in the 
future, both with regard 
to infrastructures for 
energy transport and the 
exploitation of the area’s 

gas resources. Increased investment means economic growth, 
more employment and higher activity levels in industries not 
directly linked to the exploitation of the resources in the sea.  
 

A coordinated system for monitoring the marine ecosystems in 
the north is needed and should be part of Northern Dimension 
cross-border cooperation. It is important that the exploitation of 
gas and oil resources go hand in hand with a viable fishing 
industry and a healthy marine environment.  
 

CONSULTING CIVIL SOCIETY 
Cross-border cooperation should cover all civil society stakeholders, 
including entrepreneurs, SMEs and other enterprises, employees, 
young people and students, women, scientists and cultural circles, 
members of minorities, environmental protection groups, farming 
and forestry circles, and consumers. An effective consultation 
mechanism must be created within the Northern Dimension, so 
the civil society players, can influence the implementation and 
monitoring of the Northern Dimension through their views, 
recommendations and expertise. 
 

The EESC Rapporteur for this subject is 
Mr. Hamro-Drotz, from the Employers' Group 


