
Civil society from the North and the South joining forces to tackle climate change?                                                                 

Why this conference ?

As institutions not widely known because they seek to 
build consensus between organisations representing 
business, trade unions and civil society, the economic 
and social councils of Africa and Europe have worked 
throughout 2015 to compare and reconcile their points 
of view on ways to combat climate change and its effects 
and the challenges involved. Associations of economic 
and social councils took steps which culminated in a joint 
declaration adopted in Paris on 23 October 2015, which 
was endorsed by the president of the world association 
of ESCs, AICESIS, bringing together 72 councils. 

This declaration calls out to governments around the 
world, urging them to adopt, following the Paris confe-
rence, an agreement to coordinate the transition to a low 
carbon economy, with the costs of this transition being 
divided fairly between developed and developing coun-
tries, and with economic policies supporting the creation 
of decent and productive employment as part of a “fair 
transition”, and to raise sufficient funding so that the UN 
Green Climate Fund and other instruments for reducing 
emissions and adaptation amount to at least US $100 bil-
lion in 2020. 

The declaration also underlines that, «While policy-
makers are responsible for putting an appropriate fra-
mework in place, it is civil society as a whole which will 
be tasked with implementing and monitoring measures. 
Thus it is essential to involve civil society in the process of 
drawing up and implementing targeted policies.» 

The conference jointly organised at Le Bourget by asso-
ciations of ESCs from Africa and the French-speaking wor-
ld, together with the EESC and the French ESEC, seeks to 
demonstrate the relevance of that last assertion and the 
importance of continuing to build solidarity between civil 
societies from the North and the South in this area.

Paris Climate conference
Le Bourget 

Climate Generations area
Room 5
Public access
Register online

1 DECEMBER   11.15 A.M - 14.15 P.M 
theme of the day
agriculture and forestry

Simultaneous interpreting French-English
Moderator Clément Metivier 
Climates (YOUNGO)

CONSEIL ECONOMIQUE
SOCIAL ET ENVIRONNEMENTAL

Economic and social councils of Africa and Europe 
Speak with one voice
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Comité économique et social européen

CONFERENCE

http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.events-and-activities-north-south-tackle-climate-change-register
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ROUND TABLE 2
The need for a fair transition

Pierrette CROSEMARIE, Rapporteur for the opinion of the French ESEC 
entitled Environmental and social inequalities: identifying emergencies, 
creating dynamics

Hadja Rabiatou Sérah DIALLO, President of the Guinean ESC, trade 
union official, former president of the National Transition Council

John DANILOVITCH*, Secretary-general of the International Chamber of 
Commerce

Sascha GABIZON, Executive director of Women in Europe for a 
Common Future

René NGONGO MATESO, President of the standing committee on the 
environment and natural resources of the ESC of the  
Democratic Republic of Congo, expert consultant on environmental 
matters

Mina ROUCHATI, Inspector of the National Social Security Fund and 
Unions’representative of the ESEC of Morocco

ROUND TABLE 3
Implementation of the Paris agreement 
- solidarity and follow-up    

Reading of the “call for shared responsibility” by youth representatives 
Sina Develioglu and Ana Sofia Henriques 
(Monde Pluriel and There Is Alternative) 

Georges DASSIS, EESC president 

Jean-Paul DELEVOYE, President of the French ESEC (video message)

Moussa Moumouni DJERMAKOYE*, President of the ESEC of Niger

Monseigneur Agripino NÚÑEZ COLLADO, President of the Interna-
tional Association of Economic and Social Councils and Similar Institutions 
(AICESIS), President of the ESC of Dominican Republic

Aminata TALL, President of the Union of Economic and Social Councils 
and Similar Institutions of Africa (UESCA) and of the Senegalese ESEC

*To be confirmed

ROUND TABLE 1
Climate change calls for a revolution 
of agricultural models 

Michel BOKO, President of the rural development and environment 
committee of the ESC of Benin, professor of geography,
Former member of the IPCC

Ndane DIOUF, President of the rural development committee of the 
Senegalese ESEC 

Martine LAPLANTE, Rapporteur for the opinion on family farming of 
the French ESEC

Mindaugas MACIULEVIČIUS, Member of the EESC (Various Interests’ 
Group, Lithuania), author of the opinion on the Implications of the EU 
climate and energy policy for the development of the agricultural and 
forestry sectors

Abdellah MOKSSIT, Director of the National Meteorology of Morocco, 
Member of the ESEC of the Morocco

Representative of World Farmers Organisation  

11.15 a.m-12.15 p.m.

12.15-13.15 p.m.

13.15-14.15 p.m.


