
ACEA Commitment on CO2 emission reductions from new passenger cars in the
framework of an environmental agreement between the European Commission and
ACEA 

Introduction and Principles 

1. This Commitment is based on an undertaking by ACEA itself and has the support of all 
its car manufacturing companies: BMW, Fiat, Ford of Europe, GM Europe, Daimler-
Benz, Porsche, PSA Peugeot Citroen, Renault, Rolls-Royce, Volkswagen and Volvo, who 
have agreed to make every endeavour to contribute to the achievement of ACEA's 
goals. This Commitment demonstrates ACEA's support for significant reductions in 
CO2 emissions in line with the European Union's undertakings under the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change following the Kyoto Conference. At 
the same time it aims at preserving the diversity of the product offerings of the 
European car manufacturers and at maintaining their competitiveness, as well as their 
financial performance and employment. 

2. As long as its commitments (see below) are being honoured, ACEA is assuming that 
this Commitment provides complete and sufficient substitute for all new regulatory 
measures to limit fuel consumption or CO2 emissions, and for any additional fiscal 
measures in pursuit of the CO2 objectives of this Commitment. Any fiscal measures, 
including their added value to this Commitment, will be taken into account in the 
monitoring procedure and their potential effects will be assessed in good faith. 

3. The European automotive industry's CO2 reduction commitments are very ambitious in 
the light of present and future technologies, and the industry is willing and prepared to 
commit substantial development efforts to implement the following commitments. 

4. Together with the European Commission, ACEA will ensure that the Commitment is 
implemented in a manner which complies with applicable competition rules. 

ACEA COMMITMENTS 

1. Some members of ACEA will introduce in the EU market, not later than 2000, models 
emitting 120 g CO2/km or less, measured according to Directive 93/l16/EC (see 
Technical Annex, Point 1 Measuring Procedure). 

2. ACEA commits to achieve a target of 140 g CO2/km by 2008, measured according to 
Directive 93/l16/EC, on the average of the EU new car sales represented by ACEA 
classified as Ml. 

This target will mainly be achieved by technological developments affecting different 
car characteristics and market changes linked to these developments. In particular, 
ACEA will aim at a high share - to the point of 90 % - of new cars sold being equipped 
with CO2 efficient direct injection gasoline and diesel technologies. 

Compliance with this target translates for the European automobile industry into an 
average CO2 reduction of 25% for newly registered cars, compared to 1995. 

3. In 2003, ACEA will review the potential for additional CO2 reduction, with a view to 
moving further towards the Community's objective of 120g C02/km by 2012. 

4. For 2003, ACEA considers an estimated target range of 165-170 g of C02/km to be 
appropriate. 

This translates into a reduction of 9-11 % compared to the reference year 1995. (See 
Technical Annex, point 3: Review in 2003 / Estimated Target Range). 



5. To assess compliance with these commitments, there will be a joint ACEA 
/Commission monitoring of all the relevant factors with regard to these commitments. 

ACEA's commitments are based on the following: 

1. Availability of enabling fuels 

Given the outstanding importance of improved fuels for CO2 reductions ACEA assumes 
the full market availability of fuels with a sufficient quality to enable the application of 
technologies needed for the industry to achieve its CO2 commitments during the life-
time of this Commitment (s. Technical Annex, Point 2 Fuel Specifications). 

2. Distortion of competition 

In order to ensure a level-playing field: 

o non-ACEA member car manufacturers will be committed to equivalent CO2 
reduction efforts for their sales in the EU, in line with the Council Conclusions 
of 25.6.1996; 

o the Community will use its best efforts to continue to seek that other car 
manufacturing countries, notably Japan, USA and Korea, will undertake 
equivalent car CO2 reduction efforts, in line with the Kyoto Protocol spirit 
ensuring that the European automobile industry is not put at a competitive 
disadvantage in world markets by CO2 reduction commitments in Europe. 

3. Promotion of car CO2-efficient technologies 

European car manufacturers have high expectations for certain technologies, in 
particular those associated with direct injected gasoline and diesel engines, which are 
two of the most promising routes to achieve the central commitment of 140 g CO2/km 
in 2008. This commitment is based on the assumption of an unhampered diffusion of 
car CO2 efficient technologies into the market via competition amongst ACEA 
members and other market participants which is expected to result in market mix 
changes. Therefore it is fundamental that any measures which might hamper the 
diffusion process of either of the CO2 efficient technologies will be taken into 
consideration in the monitoring procedure. 

4. Acceptance of innovations 

The acceptance by the Commission of innovative concepts for vehicles replacing 
conventional cars in short haul traffic and of cars not producing fossil CO2 as well as a 
share of cars using alternative fuels or propulsion systems as contributing factors to 
comply with the Commitment. 

MONITORING 

The joint ACEA '/ Commission monitoring procedure should cover: 

1. The development of CO2 emissions based on the collective achievement of reductions 
on the average EU fleet of new car sales represented by ACEA and according to the 
above commitments. 

2. The development of the CO2 emissions of non-ACEA car manufacturers for their sales 
in the EU. 

3. Any developments regarding the underlying factors upon which ACEA's Commitment is 
based. 



4. The impact on CO2 emissions of new regulatory measures. 

5. The development of new breakthrough technologies (e.g. natural gas, hydrogen, fuel 
cells, electric drive), which might be available for production in the next decades, and 
the impact of the Community's 5th R&D framework programme, which is expected to 
foster research in this area. 

6. The development and the promotion of other measures deemed to reduce fuel 
consumption, i.e. telematics and optimisation of the infrastructure reducing congestion; 
driver education for fuel efficient behaviour; driver information on fuel efficiency. 

7. The impacts on the financial performance, competitiveness and the employment within 
the European automotive industry associated with this Commitment. 

The Commission's official reports on the monitoring results will not refer to individual 
companies' achievements, to avoid competition being distorted. ACEA is willing to provide the 
necessary data to achieve the objectives of the monitoring. 

*** 

On the basis of the outcome of the monitoring, or if the impacts of this Commitment on the 
European automotive industry, particularly its employment situation and its global competitive 
environment, are detrimental, ACEA and the Commission will review the situation and make 
any necessary adjustments in good faith. 

 


