
1 
 

 
 

Organised by:  

Social Economy Europe (SEE), SOLIDAR, Cooperatives Europe and the European 

Environmental Bureau (EEB), in cooperation with the EESC Section for Agriculture, Rural 

Development and the Environment (NAT) and the Sustainable Development Observatory 

(SDO) 

 

 

Report 

The programme of the 2022 edition of the EESC Civil Society Days included the workshop 

"Building a Democratic Economy for a Just Transition" co-organised by SOLIDAR, Social 

Economy Europe, Cooperatives Europe and EEB, with the support of the EESC. The 

workshop gathered CSOs, trade unions, social economy actors and policymakers for a 

timely discussion on the imperative of taking transformative action that brings social, 

environmental and economic sustainability together. Speakers highlighted that, in line with 

the objective of reaching climate neutrality by 2050, we must re-shape our economies 

and make them more socially just, inclusive, equal and democratic. Civil society plays a 

central role in this paradigm shift, which requires strengthening the engagement of citizens 

through civic and social dialogue, as well as ensuring their meaningful participation in 

shaping the policies for the green transition. 

 

Cillian Lohan, EESC Vice President, opened the workshop by stressing that some of the 

solutions for the green transition are actually increasing inequality and causing people to 

disconnect from proposals and actions needed. A Just Transition is, therefore, meant to be 

a way of addressing this problem and should not be used as a “branding tool” to give some 

sense of comfort to those who are pushing the green agenda. The EESC calls for all policy 

proposals and funding streams (the MFF, the CAP, the National Energy and Climate 

Plans) to be aligned with the concept of Just Transition, for granular mapping of the impact 
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of policy proposals to be conducted as early as possible, for putting in place support 

systems for low-income households and workers, as well as for creating Just Transition 

Commissions in each Member State as a way of involving social partners and CSOs 

meaningfully in decision-making. 

 

Maravillas Espín, Director-General for Social Economy, Self-Employment and CSR of the 

Spanish Government, stressed that Spain’s Ministry for Employment and Social Economy 

has had a strong role in achieving a more sustainable and inclusive economy, with a 

special attention to territorial restructuring. To build a favourable ecosystem for the 

development of the social economy, the Spanish government has worked on a definition of 

social economy and a delimitation of its scope, and has attempted to remove all public 

administration obstacles encountered by social economy entities. Moreover, collaboration 

with representative organizations has been strengthened. Lastly, Ms Espín pointed out the 

upcoming celebration of the 10th anniversary of the Spanish Social Economy Law and the 

approval of Spain’s strategic program for the social economy under the NextGenerationEU 

financial package. 

 

Aleksandra Tomczak, Member of Cabinet of the Executive Vice-President Frans 

Timmermans, emphasized that, despite the fact that the changing geopolitics of energy 

policy pose a new challenge for the green transition’s aim of building a more democratic 

economy, justice is still at the core of the European Green Deal. She highlighted at least 

seven dimensions in which the Green Deal addresses injustices and disparities: between 

generations, Member States, regions, families, industry sectors and in the international 

arena. Moreover, she stressed the importance of solidarity and of ensuring citizens’ 

ownership and participation in the green transition, for which the Just Transition Platform is 

seen as crucial. 

 

By bringing together experiences and best practices by trade unions, social economy 

actors, social movements and climate and environmental organisations, the workshop put 

the spotlight on a number of important initiatives taking place at local, national, and 

European level to tackle the ongoing climate and social crises. Josh Roberts from 

RESCOOP introduced the example of energy communities and the role of energy 

cooperatives in empowering citizens in the face of climate change. Through collective and 

citizen-led energy actions, energy communities encourage citizens to be part of the 

solution and to take ownership of their energy consumption and/or production while 

reinvesting the profits in their communities. Not only do these initiatives encourage a clean 

energy transition but also address social issues such as energy poverty. Simona Fabiani 

from the Italian General Confederation of Labour (CGIL) presented the Just Transition 

platform created by CGIL, CISL and UIL. Trade unions in Italy call for a strong role of the 

State in radically changing our economies, with interventions that promote social justice 

and the environmental goals, and for more ambitious EU policies and funds for a Just 

Transition, with concrete measures for the creation of new jobs and aiming to reduce the 

impact of the transition on the most vulnerable. Monika Sadkowska presented the Forum 

of Mayors for Just Transition, an initiative that gathers 75 mayors from 11 countries 
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(mostly coal regions in Europe). Mayors are critical stakeholders in the implementation of a 

Just Transition and it is crucial that they see the green transition as the solution to address 

the many challenges they face, rather than as an additional one. This can be done by 

connecting local challenges and knowledge with global trends and by fostering cross-

sectoral cooperation to create future-proof economies. Lastly, Jana Žůrková from 

RREUSE - Reuse and Recycling European Union Social Enterprises pointed out that the 

concept of “Just Transition” should encompass both the social and the circular economy 

elements. To achieve the objective of a Just Transition, she believes three main solutions 

are possible: preventing waste by making things last longer or by using them longer; 

guaranteeing jobs to people in vulnerable situations; providing concrete and simple 

alternatives to buying new things. Then, Ms. Žůrková listed some of the challenges that 

social enterprises like RREUSE are likely to face, including recognition by policymakers 

and the general public, as well as the necessity to build stronger links between the circular 

and social agendas both at EU and at local level. 

 

During the closing session, Oliver Röpke, President of the EESC Workers' Group, stated 

that, without social justice, decisive environmental measures will not be enforceable. 

Therefore, the question that trade unions are asking themselves is how to put social, 

environmental and economic sustainability on equal footing, because only then will we be 

able to build a democratic economy for a Just Transition.  Suzanne Westhausen, 

President of Cooperatives Europe, suggested opening the debate up to “strangers” and 

inviting other players to the table, with whom consensus may not be reached yet, in order 

to truly shift mentality. She also stressed the need to acknowledge our weaknesses, our 

strengths and to collaborate with a wide-range of partners (local officials, trader unions, 

enterprises etc.) to “connect the dots” and reach our objectives. SOLIDAR Secretary 

General Mikael Leyi closed the workshop with a call for moving away from a model 

oriented at infinite economic growth, neoliberal policies and austerity measures, and for 

adopting a socio-ecological economy centred around people and care. He joined previous 

speakers in encouraging all stakeholders to come together in alliances, engage with others 

and take part in the implementation of a Just Transition for all - following SOLIDAR’s 

example with the European Alliance for a Just Transition. 

 

To sum up, conclusions from the workshop included calls on the EU to, on the one hand, 

ensure meaningful participation of stakeholders through effective social and civil 

dialogue and using various forms of citizens’ engagement and participatory 

democracy, and, on the other, support and foster existing solutions, such as energy 

communities, broad just transition alliances and social economy initiatives. In addition, 

speakers and participants called for stronger cooperation among all stakeholders, breaking 

the existing silos and boosting altogether a bottom-up, historic transformation of our 

economies and societies. A transformation that aims to reach climate neutrality, but also 

to increase well-being, inclusion and cohesion, and to build an economy that works for 

both people and the planet. 

 

https://alliancejusttransition.eu/

