China-EU Join hands to Promote Global Climate Governance
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Ladies and Gentlemen,

Good afternoon! There is no doubt that climate change is a major challenge we all are facing, promoting sustainable development is the historical mission of our generation and even future generations. I have been engaged in the field of energy conservation and environmental protection for many years as well as addressing climate change. So now I would like to share my personal views with you:

1. Addressing climate change globally is facing a severe situation
Nowadays, the impact of climate change is more and more extensive and destructive, extreme weather occurs frequently, which increasing the likelihood of irreversible impacts for human beings and ecosystems. According to the IEA’s report released in the first half of 2019, global carbon dioxide emissions from fossil fuel combustion rose 1.7% last year and hit a new record. In 2018, the annual average concentration of atmospheric carbon dioxide was 407.4 ppm, reaching the highest point in history. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) observed in Mauna Loa, Hawaii, that the average concentration of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere reached 410.31 ppm in April 2018, the highest monthly average concentration of carbon dioxide in the past 800,000 years. The 2019 report of WMO stated that the past four years, 2015 to 2018, were the top four warmest years in the global temperature record; in 2018, more than 35 million people suffered from flooding, 125 million people were threatened by lethal heatwaves; the average heat capacity of the ocean has reached at a historic high level. Climate change has also aggravated the global biodiversity crisis. It has seriously affected the global species distribution, changes in species numbers, community structure and ecosystem functions. On June 5th of 2019, the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services has published a report on global assessment of biodiversity. The result is shocking: the rates of global ecological degradation and destruction are unprecedented; the average decline rate of natural ecosystems has reached 47%; the abundance of biomass and species has decreased by 88%; 25% of assessed fauna and flora species have been threatened; around 1 million species are at risk of extinction; many species will disappear within the incoming decades; land degradation has lowered its productivity by 23%. Due to the loss of pollinator species, crops worth 557 billion US dollars are at risk every year.

Therefore, it is of great urgency for global joint efforts to combat climate change. In September 2015, the United Nations historically adopted The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, in which Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts is one important goal among the 17 sustainable development goals (SDGs). In December of the same year, the Paris Climate Change Conference adopted the landmark Paris Agreement. After multiple rounds of negotiation, the 2018 Katowice Climate Change Conference successfully adopted the implementing modalities of the Paris Agreement. The focus of multilateral climate process has shifted from negotiation to implementation and cooperation.
The adoption of the Paris Agreement and its implementing modalities marked an important step on global climate governance mechanism, sent a positive signal to promote and strengthen climate action and support, highlighted the irreversible trend of the global green and low-carbon transformation, and boosted the confidence of the international community to cooperate in combating climate change. China and the EU countries have made arduous and outstanding efforts on drafting the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and on pushing forward the negotiation on the Paris Agreement and its implementing modalities. This has also laid a good and solid foundation for China-EU cooperation in addressing climate change.

Although human beings have already taken climate actions, the extent, pace and scope are far from enough. Combating climate change globally still faces multifold challenges:
First, there is a huge gap between the existing Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) and the global temperature target set by the Paris Agreement. The Paris Agreement set the long-term goal of holding the increase in the global average temperature to well below 2 degrees Celsius (°C) compared to pre-industrial levels, and of pursuing efforts to limit the temperature increase to 1.5°C. 

According to the UNEP study, including the sum of conditional and unconditional national autonomous contributions (NDC), there is still a gap of 13-15 billion tons of CO2 equivalent emission reduction to achieve the target of 2°C by 2030, 290-32 billion tons of CO2 to achieve the target of 1.5 °C.A study by Tsinghua University indicates that full implementation of the NDCs is consistent with a temperature increase of around 3.11°C by 2100 relative to pre-industrial levels; the chance of holding global temperature increase below 1.5°C by 2100 is only 6.4%, and 15.4% for below 2°C, while 32.9% likely to beyond 4°C. Considering the results of NASA-funded research published by the University of Alaska last year, the permafrost under the Arctic lakes may suddenly thaw, accelerating the release of global greenhouse gases, thus exacerbate the situation we are facing to combat climate change. 

Second, emission reduction is extremely difficult constrained by multiple SDGs. Many of the goals set forth in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development are closely relevant to addressing climate change, including Goal 1 to “end poverty in all its forms everywhere”, Goal 7 to “ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all”, and Goal 8 to “promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive employment and decent work for all” etc. All of above rely on energy consumption. According to the statistics data from World Bank, at present, more than 700 million people still live below the extreme poverty line
, accounting for 8.6% of the world's population (2018 data); 840 million people, accounting for 11% of the world's population (2017 data) are living without electricity. When renewable energy is unable to meet energy demand for the majority, fossil fuel consumption will still be the only option. Therefore, it still needs time for global greenhouse gas emissions to peak.

Third, there are still major differences in understanding how to deal with climate change. Unilateralism and protectionism are rising. For example, the withdrawal of the United States has had a serious negative impact on the implementation of the Paris Agreement. Individual countries still have doubts about climate change. Some countries do not have the magnanimity to consider the issue from the angle of the community with a shared future for mankind, by not showing appropriate ambition and aggression. These would further increase the difficulty of implementing the Paris Agreement, which will lead us to miss the critical window opportunity for global emissions reduction, eventually failing to achieve the temperature target and triggering a global disaster.

2. China’s Practices contributed Chinese Approach
The Chinese government clearly recognizes that, the core issue that needs to be addressed in tackling climate change is aligning the “interest of mankind” of curbing global climate change with “interest of nations” of pursuing economic development to achieve a win-win situation, turning climate change challenges into opportunities for high quality, green and low-carbon development.

President Xi Jinping has put forward a great concept of ecological civilization construction, pointing out that ecological prosperity leads to civilization prosperity while ecological decline leads to civilization decline. He has repeatedly stressed that addressing climate change is an inherent requirement of China's sustainable development and an international obligation of a responsible major country. This is not what others force us to do, but what we would like to do. This has become the common sense of Chinese people. The Chinese government has taken all-round, demanding, sustainable and innovative actions to promote the construction of a fair, reasonable and mutually beneficial global climate regime in a positive and constructive manner. The results are remarkable and beyond expectations, demonstrating the ambition and aggression to promote sustainable development as well as green and low-carbon transformation. China has become from an attender at the very beginning to a deep involved participant, and now a contributor and torchbearer.

First, China has set aggressive goals. The Chinese government has adopted forceful policies and measures to strengthen its domestic actions to address climate change. In 2007, China was the first developing country to issue a National Plan to Combat Climate Change, proposing to incorporate climate change into the overall national economic and social development plan, and in 2009, proposing a 40% to 45% reduction target in carbon intensity by 2020. In 2015, the Chinese government further proposed to achieve the peaking of carbon dioxide emissions around 2030 and making best efforts to peak early, and to lower carbon intensity by 60% to 65% from the 2005 level.
Second, the energy structure has been continuously optimized. Here I take renewable energy as an example. Under the guidance of the Renewable Energy Law and its supporting policies, renewable energy industries such as wind and photovoltaic power generation have developed rapidly in China, accelerating the transformation to a clean and low-carbon energy structure, and promoting technical and industrial development simultaneously. Renewable energy installation capacity continues to expand. By the end of 2018, China's renewable energy power generation capacity reached 728 million kW, ranking the number one in the world, equivalent to about 1.5 times the overall renewable energy capacity of the EU, increased by 12% than last year. Among the 728 million kW, 352 million kW comes from hydropower, 184 million kW from wind, 174 million kilowatts from photovoltaic and 17.81 million kW from biomass. Renewable energy accounts for 38.3% of the total installed electricity, with an increase of 10.3 percentage points over 2012. In 2018, renewable energy generated 1.87 trillion kWh of electricity, accounting for 26.7% of the total power generation, with an increase of 6.7 percentage points over 2012. The substitution effect of renewable energy is increasingly prominent.

The third is to grasp the relationship between development and combating climate change. President Xi Jinping had put forward the green development concept of "green mountains are golden mountains and silver mountains" as early as 2005, which has become the consensus of the whole Chinese people. The Chinese government has stated clearly that it will build green industries, such as energy conservation and environmental protection, into important pillar industries; and actively promote the green transformation and intelligent upgrading of traditional manufacturing industries. It is estimated that by 2020, China will form an energy-saving and environmental protection industry with an annual output value of 9 trillion RMB. Relevant agencies estimate that China will need to invest about 41 trillion RMB by 2030 to achieve its goal of nationally determined contribution, which can provide employment opportunities for 69 million people.

Fourth, low carbon emission reduction has become a national action. Through the unremitting efforts of the Chinese government, the green lifestyle has gradually become a new fashion in China. For example, China has the largest number of new energy vehicles in the world, reaching 2.61 million in 2018, an increase of 86 times over 2012, whose sales volume, growth rate and share amount all rank the top worldwide. Another example is in August 2016, Alipay launched "Ant Forest" to cultivate and encourage users’ low-carbon and environmental protection behavior. The carbon emissions saved by behavior such as walking instead of driving, online payment for bills and tickets will be calculated as virtual “green energy”, which could be used to grow virtual trees in mobile phones. Then Alipay Ant Forest and its non-profit partners will plant real trees or reserve protected regions of corresponding areas. Within three years, the number of the Ant Forest users has reached 500 million, and 100 million real trees have been planted in desertification areas, with a total planting area of nearly 1.4 million mu (equivalent to 933.4 million m2).

Fifth, significant results have been achieved in reducing carbon emissions. By 2018, China’s carbon dioxide emissions per unit of GDP had decreased by 45.8% compared with 2005, and the 2020 carbon intensity target had been completed two years ahead of schedule. The rapid growth in carbon emissions had been initially stalled. Non-fossil energy accounts for 14.3% of primary energy consumption and is expected to exceed the target of 15% by 2020. Forest stock volume reached 15.1 billion cubic meters, exceeding the target of 13.6 in 2020. As far as I know, China and India have made the greatest contribution to the improvement of global forest cover in the past 20 years. China’s carbon emissions trading system has transitioned from pilot-phase to a unified national carbon market. It was first implemented in the power generation industry in 2017 covering more than 1,700 enterprises with annual carbon emissions exceeding 26 thousand tons, becoming the largest carbon trading market in the world. This has laid a solid foundation for achieving China's 2030 climate action target.

3. China and the EU should join hands to strengthen comprehensive cooperation on addressing climate change

Protecting our planet is to protect ourselves and our descendants. No single country, region, enterprise or individual can stay aloof. Multilateralism and mutually beneficial cooperation are the only choice for all countries in the world. Although it is challenging to limit the temperature rise within 1.5℃, the IPCC report clearly points out that the world has mastered scientific knowledge, technical ability and financial means to address climate change. It is now necessary for all parties to demonstrate political will, face up to the challenges, cooperate sincerely, and take ambitious action to swiftly reduce emissions.

A few days ago, The annual meeting of the China International Cooperation Committee on Environment and Development, chaired by Vice Premier Han Zheng of the Chinese Government and the Executive Vice-Chairman of the Ministry of Ecological Environment, was held in Hangzhou. I attended the meeting as a member of the .Members of participating countries proposed that “The world needs China” when it comes to combat climate change. In my own opinion, it is not utilitarian, short-sighted and unidirectional, and should add one more sentence, which is “China needs the world, China needs the EU”. I hope EU countries would understand the sincerity of this sentence. EU countries have made good achievements in tackling climate change with early start, great determination, high goals, advanced technology and rich experience. And it is always an important driving force in the global response to climate change. China attaches great importance to deeply cooperation with the EU in addressing climate change.
China and the EU have been taking driving seats in international cooperation to combat climate change. We should further work together in implementing the Paris Agreement to demonstrate our ambition and aggression. The cooperation between China and the EU should be all-round, faithful and practical. I would like to call on China and the EU countries to strengthen multilateral cooperation and establish effective regime, to refrain from unilateralism, protectionism and technology blockade, to truly strengthen in-depth cooperation in technology exchange, R&D, and technology transfer, to actively promote cooperation and partnership among governments, think tanks, enterprises and industrial parks, to encourage the establishment of long-term partnership between China and the EU research institutions, to build cooperation platforms for peaking pathway study, policy research and climate financing, and to contribute innovative new ideas and set up successful examples of global cooperation in tackling climate change.

Thank you very much!

� Those who living under $1.9 per person per day are called extreme poor.





