
 
 

Speakers' Biographies 
 
Alain Coheur, President of the INT section, European Economic and Social Committee 

 
 

 
Alain Coheur is the President of the Section for the Single Market, Production and 
Consumption of the EESC since October 2020 and was appointed as EESC Group III 
member by Belgium in 2015. During the previous mandate, he was President of the 
EESC Temporary Study Group on Social Economy Enterprises and co-spokesperson 
for the Social Economy Category. During the main part of his career, Alain Coheur 
was in charge of various positions in the development of social economy 
organizations. He is currently the Director for European and International Affairs at 
Solidaris, the Belgian National Union of Socialist Mutual Health Funds (since 2002). 
In 2013, he was appointed by the European Commission as a member of the 
consultative multi-stakeholder group on social business (GECES). He was elected 
President of the Belgian Non-Governmental Organisation “Solsoc” in 2007 and 
President of the European platform “Social Economy Europe” in 2008. 
 

 

The European Economic and Social Committee is an institutional consultative body 
established by the 1957 Treaty of Rome. The Committee has 350 members from 
across Europe, who are appointed by the Council of the European Union. It 
represents the various economic and social components of organised civil society. 
Its consultative role enables its members, and hence the organisations they 
represent, to participate in the EU decision-making process. 
 

 
Kęstutis Kupšys, president of study group "Updating the new Industrial Strategy for Europe", EESC 

 
 

After a decade of engagement in the consumer activist movement, Mr Kęstutis 
Kupšys became a member of the EESC in 2020. In addition to consumer rights, his 
work in the EESC primarily relates to climate change and sustainability at large, 
financial services, and especially sustainable finance dossiers. Mr Kupšys has been 
serving as a Vice-President of the Lithuanian Consumers Alliance – an umbrella 
organization of Lithuanian consumer NGOs – since July 2019. Before joining the 
consumer movement, he pursued his professional career interests in finance, 
political consulting and public relations sectors. Kęstutis Kupšys graduated from 
Vilnius University with a degree in Economic Cybernetics/Systemic Analysis of 
Economy. At the same time, his supplementary study interests encompassed 
Financial Markets and Business Administration (via Catholic University Eichstätt, 
Germany, 'Gaststudium' program) and Philosophy. 
 

 

The European Economic and Social Committee is an institutional consultative body 
established by the 1957 Treaty of Rome. The Committee has 350 members from 
across Europe, who are appointed by the Council of the European Union. It 
represents the various economic and social components of organised civil society. 

http://www.eesc.europa.eu/
http://www.eesc.europa.eu/


Its consultative role enables its members, and hence the organisations they 
represent, to participate in the EU decision-making process. 

 
Sandra Parthie, Member, European Economic and Social Committee 

 

 

Sandra Parthie is a member of EESC and, among other things, active in the section 
on the single market (INT). She heads the Brussels Office of the German Economic 
Institute. Previous to her current role, she was Director for EU Regulatory Affairs at 
French multinational company Alstom S.A. and prior to that she was the political 
advisor and head of office of a German Member of the European Parliament, 
working on environmental and climate policy.  
Sandra Parthie holds an MA in Political Sciences, with a minor in economics from 
the Freie Universität Berlin. She also conducted parts of her studies at the 
Université de Montréal in Canada.  
 

 

The European Economic and Social Committee is an institutional consultative body 
established by the 1957 Treaty of Rome. The Committee has 350 members from 
across Europe, who are appointed by the Council of the European Union. It 
represents the various economic and social components of organised civil society. 
Its consultative role enables its members, and hence the organisations they 
represent, to participate in the EU decision-making process. 
 

 
Dirk Bergrath, Member, European Economic and Social Committee 

 
 

Dirk Bergrath is member of the EESC and, among other things, active in the section 
on the single market (INT). He heads the EU Liaison Office of IG Metall, which with 
more than 2.2 million members is the largest trade union in Europe. Earlier in his 
career, engagements with the German Permanent Representation to the EU, the 
international department of IG Metall and the European Metalworkers' Federation 
followed his work in research.  
Dirk Bergrath holds an MA in International Economics from the University of Sussex 
(Brighton, UK) and a PhD from RWTH University of Aachen (Germany). 
 

 

The European Economic and Social Committee is an institutional consultative body 
established by the 1957 Treaty of Rome. The Committee has 350 members from 
across Europe, who are appointed by the Council of the European Union. It 
represents the various economic and social components of organised civil society. 
Its consultative role enables its members, and hence the organisations they 
represent, to participate in the EU decision-making process. 
 

 
Giulia Del Brenna, Deputy Director Strategy & economic analysis; Head of Unit Strategy and regulation: single 
market and industrial policy, DG GROW 

 

Giulia del Brenna has had a long career at the European Commission, having 
previously held various portfolios, including head of the pharmaceutical, food and 
biotechnologies industries unit at the then Directorate-General of Enterprise and 
Industry and deputy head of the cabinet of former commissioner for research, 
science and innovation, Carlos Moedas. More recently, del Brenna took part in the 
Task Force for the Industrial Scale-up of COVID-19 vaccines, which aims to boost 
production capacity and establish a more strategic public-private partnership with 
European industries. She has a degree in Political Sciences & European Affairs.  
 

 

The European Commission is the EU's politically independent executive arm. It is 
responsible for drawing up proposals for new European legislation, it implements 
legislative decisions of the European Parliament and the Council of the EU and 
monitors the application of EU law in the Member States. 

 

http://www.eesc.europa.eu/
http://www.eesc.europa.eu/


 
 
Paulo Alexandre Ferreira, Head of the Internal Market and Industrial Policy Unit, Portuguese Permanent 
Representation to the European Union 

 

Paulo Ferreira is the Head of the Internal Market and Industrial Policy Unit at 
Portuguese Permanent Representation to the European Union 
He is a former Member of the Portuguese Government and an experienced Senior 
Economist, with a demonstrated history of working with Public Administration, and 
of Economic Policy design and evaluation. 
 

 

The Council of the European Union is the institution that represents the member 
states' governments. Informally known as the Council, it is where the ministers from 
each EU country meet to adopt laws and coordinate policies. Until 30 June 2021, 
Portugal will be presiding over the Council of the European Union for the fourth 
time. 

 
 
Eulalia Rubio, Senior Research Fellow, Jacques Delors Institute 

 

Eulalia Rubio is Senior Research Fellow at the Jacques Delors Institute. Her research 
and publications focus particularly on the EU budget, EU cohesion policies and the 
reform of Economic and Monetary Union. Eulalia holds a Ph D degree in Political 
Science from the European University Institute (Florence) and a Master’s degree in 
social and public policies from the Pompeu Fabra University (Barcelona). Before 
joining the Institute she worked as associated professor in comparative politics at 
the Pompeu Fabra University. From 2014 to 2017 she was also associated professor 
in European economic governance at the European School of Political and Social 
Sciences of the Catholic University of Lille (ESPOL). She is member of the Steering 
Board in charge of monitoring the performance and evaluation of the European 
Social Fund in France (Comité de Pilotage de l’évaluation du FSE). 
 

 

The Jacques Delors Institute is the European think tank founded by Jacques Delors 
in 1996 (under the name Notre Europe), at the end of his presidency of the 
European Commission. It aims to produce analyses and proposals targeting 
European decision-makers and a wider audience, and to contribute to the debate 
on the European Union. 

 
 
Alexandre Affre, Deputy Director General, BusinessEurope 

 

Alexandre Affre is Deputy Director General, responsible for the Industrial Affairs, 
Entrepreneurship & SMEs Department at BusinessEurope. In this role since 2020, 
Alexandre is responsible for coordinating the organisation's positions on industrial 
strategy, energy, climate, environment, research and innovation, as well as 
entrepreneurship and SMEs. He also manages the Corporate Advisory and Support 
Group of BusinessEurope, which brings together a selection of companies from all 
sectors of activity. Alexandre joined BusinessEurope in 2007. Prior to that, he 
worked at the wildlife trade monitoring network of the WWF and IUCN. Alexandre is 
a trained scientist and holds a Master's in ecology from the Université Pierre et 
Marie Curie. 
 

 

BusinessEurope is the leading advocate for growth and competitiveness at 
European level, standing up for companies across the continent and campaigning on 
the issues that most influence their performance. A recognised social partner, we 
speak for enterprises of all sizes in 35 European countries whose national business 
federations are our direct members. 

  



 
Luc Triangle, General Secretary, IndustriAll Europe 

 

 
Luc Triangle is General Secretary of the industriAll European Trade Union, elected at the 
2nd Congress held in Madrid in June 2016. He has over three decades of sectoral 
experience with trade unions at regional, national and European level. As General 
Secretary of industriAll Europe, he is responsible for overall political coordination of the 
federation, whose priorities are industrial and sector policy, collective bargaining and 
social policy, company policy and building trade union power. 
 

 

The IndustriAll European Trade Union is a federation of independent and democratic 
trade unions representing manual and non-manual workers in the metal, chemical, 
energy, mining, textile, clothing and footwear sectors and related industries and 
activities. It speaks for 7 million working men and women united within 180 national 
trade union affiliates in 38 European countries. Furthermore, it is a member of the 
European Trade Union Confederation (ETUC). 

 
 
Gerhard Huemer, Director Economic & Fiscal Policy, SMEunited 

 

Gerhard Huemer has been the Director for Economic & Fiscal Policy at SMEunited since 
1999.  His main responsibilities include: SME finance and relations to Banks, R&D and 
Innovation; State aid policy, economic policy coordination, macroeconomic dialogue, 
innovation and R&D, monetary policy and tax policy. He is also responsible for the Study 
Unit and the Press Office. From 1994 to 1998 he was Executive Secretary of the 
"Economic and Social Council" of the Austrian Social Partners and from 1987 to 1998 we 
worked in the Economic Policy Department at the Austrian Economic Chamber.  
Mr Huember holds an diploma in economics of the University of Linz, Austria.  
 

 

SMEunited, formally known as UEAPME, is the association of crafts and SMEs in Europe 
with around 70 member organisations from over 30 European countries. SMEunited is a 
recognised employers’ organisation and European social partner. It acts on behalf of 
crafts and SMEs in European Social Dialogue and in discussions with EU institutions. 

 
 
Davide Sabbadin, Policy Officer for Climate and Circular Economy, European Environmental Bureau 

 

Davide is a Climate and Circular Economy policy at EEB where he tries to bridge the 
gap between Circular Economy and Climate policies to decarbonize industry and 
the heating sector. He is also working on the building and construction sector as 
the main market for carbon intensive products. Lastly, he works on the revision of 
the f-gas (Fluorinated refrigerant Gas) regulation. In the past he has been working 
for a long time at Legambiente, in the fields of energy efficiency, refrigerant gases 
and circular economy. He holds a master’s degree in political sciences from the 
University of Padua, Italy. 
 

 

The EEB is Europe’s largest network of environmental citizens' organisations. EEB 
brings together over 160 civil society organisations from more than 35 European 
countries. EEB stands for sustainable development, environmental justice & 
participatory democracy. 

  



 
Isabelle Schömann, Confederal Secretary, ETUC 

 
 

Isabelle Schömann was elected as Confederal Secretary in May 2019. Previously, she 
was a principal adviser to the Regulatory Scrutiny Board of the European 
Commission providing quality control of all impact assessments and major 
evaluations by Commission services. From 2005 to 2016, she was a senior 
researcher with the European Trade Union Institute (ETUI) in Brussels. Isabelle was 
legal advisor to the European Economic and Social Committee Workers' Group on 
the European Pillar of Social Rights. She has a postgraduate degree in social and 
labour law from the Sorbonne in Paris and has authored and co-authored a wide 
range of studies on trade union issues.  

 

 

 

The European Trade Union Confederation (ETUC) speaks with a single voice on 
behalf of European workers to have a stronger say in EU decision-making. The ETUC 
aims to ensure that the EU is not just a single market for goods and services, but is 
also a Social Europe, where improving the wellbeing of workers and their families is 
an equally important priority. The European social model – until the onset of the 
crisis – helped Europe to become a prosperous, competitive region with high living 
standards. The ETUC defends fundamental social values such as solidarity, equality, 
democracy, social justice and cohesion. 

  
Diana Dovgan, Secretary General, The European confederation of industrial and service cooperatives (CECOP) 

 

Diana Dovgan was appointed secretary general of CECOP – CICOPA Europe (the 
European Confederation of worker, social and producers’ cooperatives active in 
industry and services) and CICOPA (the international organisation of industrial 
and service co-operatives) in March 2018. She has spent a decade as senior 
policy officer at the organisation. Prior to joining CECOP – CICOPA Europe and 
CICOPA in 2008, Ms Dovgan worked as advisor for the Belgian minister of social 
integration, equal opportunities and public service. 

 

 

CECOP is the European confederation of industrial and service cooperatives. Its 
members are national federations of cooperatives, and organisations that 
promote cooperatives from 15 European countries. CECOP gives voice to 40,000 
enterprises, employing 1.3 million workers. CECOP works to create a supportive 
environment for cooperatives, so that they can operate to their full strength and 
fulfil their mission of providing sustainable jobs and high quality services to 
communities. Its aim is to build a stronger and fairer Europe, working through 
cooperatives to bring democracy and solidarity to the workplace, sustainable 
economic growth, and social cohesion. 

 
Ray Pinto, Director for Digital Transformation, DIGITALEUROPE 

 
 

Ray Pinto is responsible for the digital transformation strategy providing policy 
recommendations to government stakeholders on the disruption being caused to 
European industries including manufacturing, healthcare, transport, and financial 
technologies. He leads the Digital Transformation Policy Group helping our 
members to advance important work on areas impacting vertical industries such as 
data, cybersecurity, data protection, international trade, emerging technologies (AI, 
blockchain, IoT, etc), and skills development. Previously, he worked at Microsoft 
responsible for socio-economic issues and strategies to improve relations with 
governments. Ray is a graduate of McGill University in Political Science. 

 

 

 

DIGITALEUROPE is the leading trade association representing digitally transforming 
industries in Europe. We stand for a regulatory environment that enables European 
businesses and citizens to prosper from digital technologies. We wish Europe to 
grow, attract and sustain the world’s best digital talents and technology companies. 
Together with our members, we shape the industry policy positions on all relevant 
legislative matters and contribute to the development and implementation of 



relevant EU policies. Our membership represents over 35,000 businesses who 
operate and invest in Europe. It includes 85 corporations which are global leaders in 
their field of activity, as well as 39 national trade associations from across Europe.’ 

 
Oliver Roethig, Regional Secretary, UNI-Europa 
  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Bernd Schäfer, CEO, Managing Director, EIT RawMaterials  

 

Bernd Schäfer has over 25 years of business experience in the metals industry. Prior 
to joining EIT RawMaterials in 2020 as CEO/Managing Director, he spent most of his 
career within ALCOA, where he was Commercial VP for the companies’ Global 
Commercial Transportation and Industrial business. His area of accountability 
included global market responsibility as well as execution of the innovation and 
technology roadmap. In 2017 he was appointed as CEO/Managing Director for apt 
Group, a leading European aluminium extrusion and processing company. Mr 
Schäfer was a long-time Board Member with the Gesamtverband der 
Aluminiumindustrie (the umbrella organization of the German aluminium industry) 
and the Wirtschaftsvereinigung Metalle (the umbrella of metal producing 
companies in Germany) until 2020. Today, he leads EIT RawMaterials, the world’s 
largest innovation community in the raw materials sector. In September 2020 EIT 
RawMaterials has been mandated by the European Commission to manage the 
European Raw Materials Alliance (ERMA), the first such alliance in the Europeans 
raw and advanced materials sector. 

 

The European Raw Materials Alliance (ERMA) was announced on 3 September 
2020, as part of an Action Plan on Critical Raw Materials, and the publication of the 
2020 List of Critical Raw Materials. The Action Plan looks at the current and future 
challenges and proposes actions to reduce Europe’s raw materials’ dependency on 
third countries, diversifying supply from both primary and secondary sources and 
improving resource efficiency and circularity while promoting responsible sourcing 
worldwide. 

 

 


