
 
 

Speakers' Biographies 
 
Pietro De Lotto, Member, European Economic and Social Committee 

 

 

Pietro De Lotto has been a member of the EESC since 2010. As such, he has variously 
been appointed President of the Eastern Neighbourhood Follow-up Committee, 
Spokesperson for the SMEs Category and, currently, President of the Consultative 
Commission on Industrial Change (CCMI). He was the General Director of 
Confartigianato Vicenza, the Italian Confederation of Artisans, based in the city of 
Vicenza until September 2020. He was previously a Senior Researcher and 
Aggregate Professor in International Economics at the University of Trieste, carrying 
out research in international trade policy, development economics and the 
economics of defence. He then moved to the private sector, where he has been CEO 
of ICT and service companies and general director of one the largest Italian SME 
organisations.  
 

 

The European Economic and Social Committee is an institutional consultative body 
established by the 1957 Treaty of Rome. The Committee has 350 members from 
across Europe, who are appointed by the Council of the European Union. It 
represents the various economic and social components of organised civil society. 
Its consultative role enables its members, and hence the organisations they 
represent, to participate in the EU decision-making process. 
 
 

 
Lucie Studničná, Member, European Economic and Social Committee 
 

 

Lucie Studničná is Head of the Department for European and International 
Relations in the Czech-Moravian Confederation of Trade Unions (ČMKOS) and has 
been a member of the EESC since 2006. 
 

 

The European Economic and Social Committee is an institutional consultative body 
established by the 1957 Treaty of Rome. The Committee has 350 members from 
across Europe, who are appointed by the Council of the European Union. It 
represents the various economic and social components of organised civil society. 
Its consultative role enables its members, and hence the organisations they 
represent, to participate in the EU decision-making process. 
 

http://www.eesc.europa.eu/
http://www.eesc.europa.eu/


 
Achim Vanselow, IG Metall North Rhine – Westphalia 

 

Achim Vanselow has been political secretary for industrial and structural policy at IG 
Metall North Rhine-Westphalia since January 2020. From 2011 to 2019 he was head 
of the department for economic and regional policy in the German Trade Union 
Federation, North Rhine-Westphalia Region (DGB NRW). From 2007 to 2010 he had 
been a researcher at the Institut Arbeit und Qualifikation (Institute for Work, Skills 
and Training) at the University Duisburg-Essen, and from 1993 to 2006 a researcher 
at the Institut Arbeit und Technik (Institute for Work and Technology) at the Science 
Centre of North Rhine-Westphalia. He studied political science at the Philipps-
University, Marburg, Germany.  
 

 

IG Metall (IGM – Industriegewerkschaft Metall: Industrial Union of Metalworkers) 
is Germany's largest trade union as well as Europe's largest industrial union. The IG 
Metall district of North Rhine-Westphalia with around 550 000 members is of 
central importance to the state. In 39 local offices, IG Metall members advocate 
fair working conditions and income increases in the metal and electrical industry, 
steel industry, textile and clothing industry, information technology sector and 
wood and plastics industry, as well as in the craft sector. 

 
Tuomas Pussila, Programme Manager, Industrial Circular Economy, The Circular and Bioeconomy Centre 

 

Tuomas Pussila has wide-ranging experience of different kinds of industry and the 
circular economy. He worked for several years in the paper and pulp, bio, mining 
and steel industries. Besides that, Mr Pussila is very keen on automation and 
digitalisation and how these can support industry to speed up circular-economy-
based business. The Finnish Kemi-Tornio region has a long tradition of industrial 
symbiosis. The Circular and Bioeconomy Centre’s leader, Tuomas Pussila, and the 
Centre itself have considerable experience and an extensive network of circular 
economy and industrial symbiosis. This knowledge can be utilised not only in the 
Kemi-Tornio region but also at national and European level. 
 

 

The Circular and Bioeconomy Centre is based on cross-sectoral industry co-
operation involving mining, metal and forest industries and service companies in 
the Kemi-Tornio economic region, and accounts for about 80 % of Lapland's 
industrial production. It aims to develop a more competitive business environment 
for companies involved in the circular economy and helps companies to develop 
circular economy business and products by providing expert assistance, applying 
for funding, linking operators, creating networks and consortia, promoting pilots 
and scaling, etc. The founders and core actors of the Circular and Bioeconomy 
Centre are Digipolis, the City of Kemi and Lapland University of Applied Sciences. 

Carlo Polidori, Project Manager, Screen-lab – Synergic Circular Economy across European Regions 

 

 
Carlo Polidori is a civil engineer born in Rome in 1958. He was project manager for 
the H2020 SCREEN project – “Synergic Circular Economy Across European Regions” – 
(2016-2018) and is secretary of the "Policy Lab for a Europe made by Circular Regions" 
(SCREEN-Lab), a free platform where European Regions dealing with Circular 
Economy projects can collaborate, explore possible scenarios and co-design solutions 
for better policies. Carlo is currently the leader of the “Cross regional value chain 
identification” part of the H2020 project DIGIPRIME (2020-2023). 

 

 

Screen-lab, the "Policy Lab for a Europe made by Circular Regions"", is a think-tank 
open to all regional stakeholders willing to co-create and implement policies 
enabling EU industry, SMEs and the public to adopt a circular sustainable 
approach. 
It works through a free platform where European Regions working with Circular 
Economy projects can collaborate, explore possible scenarios and co-design 
solutions for better policies. 



 
Loukas Stemitsiotis, Head of Unit for Thematic Analysis, Directorate General for Employment, Social 

Affairs and Inclusion, European Commission 

 

Dr Loukas Stemitsiotis is Head of the Thematic Analysis Unit in the European 
Commission's DG EMPL. From 2012 to 2016, he was Head of Unit in the EU's Secretariat 
of the Economic and Financial Committee and the Economic Policy Committee which 
prepare the ECOFIN Council. From 2010 to 2011, he was Head of the Unit responsible 
for Globalisation, Trade and Development at the European Commission's Directorate-
General for Economic and Financial Affairs. From 2008 to 2010, he was Head of the 
Unit responsible for the Economies of the EU's neighbouring countries, including 
Macro-Financial Assistance. Before joining the Commission, Dr Stemitsiotis worked 
with Money Market Services International, London; having previously worked as an 
economist at the Centre d’Etudes Prospectives et d’Informations Internationales, Paris, 
France. Dr Loukas Stemitsiotis holds a Ph.D. in Economics from the University of Paris-I-
Sorbonne. 
 

 

The European Commission is the EU's politically independent executive arm. It is 
responsible for drawing up proposals for new European legislation. It implements 
legislative decisions of the European Parliament and the Council of the EU and 
monitors the application of EU law in the Member States. 
 

Agnes Jongerius, Member of the European Parliament 

 

In 2014, Agnes Jongerius was elected Member of the European Parliament for the 
Dutch Labour Party PvdA, where she is head of the PvdA Eurodelegation. 
Furthermore, she is spokesperson for the S&D on Employment and Social Affairs, 
and co-rapporteur for the own-initiative report on a Strong Social Europe for Just 
Transitions, which aims to implement the 2017 Social Pillar. Besides that, she is a 
substitute member on the INTA Committee and co-chair of the European Parliament 
Intergroup on Trade Unions. Before being elected to the European Parliament, 
Agnes was president of the Federation of Dutch Trade Unions (FNV). Thanks to her 
significant efforts as a union official, she was voted 2009 Most Influential Woman of 
the Year by the feminist magazine Opzij.  
 

 

The European Parliament (EP) is the only directly elected EU body and one of the 
largest democratic assemblies in the world. Its 705 members represent the EU's 
450 million citizens. They are elected once every 5 years by voters from across the 
27 EU countries. Its representatives are called Members of the European 
Parliament – MEPs. 

 
Dennis Radtke, Member of the European Parliament 

 
 

Dennis Radtke has been a Member of the European Parliament since 2017 and 
coordinator of the EPP Group in the Committee for Employment and Social Affairs 
(EMPL) since 2019. He is also a deputy member of the Committee on Industry, 
Research and Energy (ITRE), a member of the delegation for relations with the 
Korean peninsula and a deputy member of the delegation for relations with Japan. 
He belongs to the Christian Democratic Union of Germany (CDU) and its association, 
the Christian Democratic Employees' Association (CDA). He has been chairperson of 
the CDA in North Rhine-Westphalia and deputy chairperson of CDA Germany since 
2019. Previously, for over 10 years he was trade unit secretary at the German IG 
BCE trade union, which he joined in 2006.  
 

 

The European Parliament (EP) is the only directly elected EU body and one of the 
largest democratic assemblies in the world. Its 705 members represent the EU's 
450 million citizens. They are elected once every 5 years by voters from across the 



27 EU countries. Its representatives are called Members of the European 
Parliament – MEPs. 

Luc Triangle, General Secretary, IndustriAll Europe 

 

 
Luc Triangle is General Secretary of the industriAll European Trade Union, elected at the 
2nd Congress held in Madrid in June 2016. He has over three decades of sectoral 
experience with trade unions at regional, national and European level. As General 
Secretary of industriAll Europe, he is responsible for overall political coordination of the 
federation, whose priorities are industrial and sector policy, collective bargaining and 
social policy, company policy and building trade union power. 
 

 

The IndustriAll European Trade Union is a federation of independent and democratic 
trade unions representing manual and non-manual workers in the metal, chemical, 
energy, mining, textile, clothing and footwear sectors and related industries and 
activities. It speaks for 7 million working men and women united within 180 national 
trade union affiliates in 38 European countries. Furthermore, it is a member of the 
European Trade Union Confederation (ETUC). 

 
Véronique Willems, Secretary General, SMEunited 

 

Véronique Willems has been representing Crafts and SMEs in Europe as the Secretary 
General of SMEunited since January 2017. Prior to that, as of 2009 she was head of 
European affairs at UNIZO (SMEunited Belgian member organisation) and was 
responsible for advocacy on policies affecting SMEs at EU level. Ms Willems started her 
career at UNIZO in 1999 as policy officer in charge of education, training and SME 
counselling and went on to work at the regional office (Vlaams-Brabant & Brussel) with 
responsibility for advocacy at regional level, mentorship programmes and individual 
counselling for entrepreneurs. She holds a law degree from the Vrije Universiteit 
Brussels and a Master’s Degree in Commercial Sciences / Business Management from 
VLEKHO Business School in Brussels. 
 

 

SMEunited, formally known as UEAPME, is the association of crafts and SMEs in Europe 
with around 70 member organisations from over 30 European countries. SMEunited is a 
recognised employers’ organisation and European social partner. It acts on behalf of 
crafts and SMEs in European Social Dialogue and in discussions with EU institutions. 

 
Victor Meseguer, Director of Social Economy Europe 
 

 

Víctor Meseguer joined Social Economy Europe, the voice of the 2.8 million 
social economy enterprises and organisations in the EU, in 2014. Since 2018 he 
has been representing Social Economy Europe in the European Commission 
Expert Group on the social economy and social enterprises. 
He has a BA in Political Science from the Pompeu Fabra University of Barcelona. 
In the framework of an ERASMUS exchange, he studied for a year at King’s 
College, London. Victor holds two masters degrees: in Corporate Social 
Responsibility (University of Murcia) and in European Affairs (European Studies 
Institute, Université Libre de Bruxelles). 
 

 

 

Social Economy Europe is the EU-level representative organisation for the social 
economy. SEE members include the European organisations of: mutual and 
cooperative insurers (AMICE); non-profit healthcare players, health mutuals and 
health insurance funds (AIM); industrial and service cooperatives (CECOP-
CICOPA Europe); foundations (EFC); associations of general interest (CEDAG); 
micro-finance institutions (EMN); work integration social enterprises (ENSIE); 
Christian NGOs (Eurodiaconia) ethical banks and financiers (FEBEA); social 
protection institutions (IPSE); and the European Cities and Regions for the social 
economy (REVES). SEE also represents the national social economy organisations 



of France (ESS-France), Italy (National Third Sector Forum), Portugal (CASES), 
Spain (CEPES) and Belgium (ConcertES). 

Ulla Engelmann, Head of Unit for Advanced Technologies, Clusters and Social Economy, Directorate-General for 

Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs, European Commission 

 

Ulla Engelmann is head of the Social Economy unit in DG GROW, the European 
Commission's Directorate-General for the Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and 
SMEs. Since 2017, she has covered European cluster policy and the social economy, as well 
as female entrepreneurship and entrepreneurship education. In October 2018, advanced 
technologies including artificial intelligence and digital transformation for industry were 
added to her responsibilities. Previously, she worked at the Joint Research Centre (JRC), the 
in-house science service of the European Commission. She started at the JRC in Ispra (Italy) 
in 1993 as a post-doctoral fusion researcher, and moved on to manage various units 
(communication, international relations and others) in Ispra and Brussels. Dr Engelmann 
holds a PhD in analytical and radiochemistry from the National Research Centre in 
Karlsruhe. 
 

 

 

The European Commission is the EU's politically independent executive arm. It is 
responsible for drawing up proposals for new European legislation, it implements legislative 
decisions of the European Parliament and the Council of the EU and monitors the 
application of EU law in the Member States. 

 


