Report on the 
Round Table on the Involvement of Organised Civil Society in the Implementation of the NRRPs – How can we make it work better?


Background

The round table in Sofia was organised by the European Economic and Social Committee's (EESC) European Semester Group (ESG) as part of an effort to look into the elaboration, implementation and monitoring of national recovery and resilience plans (NRRP).

The EESC was represented by a delegation of Bulgarian members, comprised of Mr Georgi Stoev (Group I), Mr Plamen Dimitrov (Group II) and Mr Stoyan Tchoukanov (Group III). A Bulgarian-speaking EESC administrator provided support to the delegation during the preparations and on site during the event.

The round table was held in Sofia on 12 October 2021.

 
Organization, representation and attendance

The event was structured around the four chapters of the National Recovery and Resilience Plan: Innovative Bulgaria, Green Bulgaria, Connected Bulgaria and Fair Bulgaria. To ensure maximum representation, delegation members decided to organise the event through the Bulgarian Economic and Social Council (ESC). The organisers invited the Deputy Prime Minister for EU Funds Management, Atanas Pekanov, and the line ministers responsible for the areas covered by the NRRP. In the end, the national government was represented by Mr Pekanov and deputy-ministers for education and science, energy, economy, finance, and labour and social policy.

The round table was held at the Europa Hall at CITUB headquarters (1 Makedonia Square, Sofia). Due to Covid-19 restrictions, only 30 participants were allowed in the room; the rest could follow the discussions via video streaming. Excluding government representatives, there were 38 participants in total. For the complete attendance list, see Appendix I. The event was recorded.


Involvement of civil society organizations in the elaboration of the National Recovery and Resilience Plan

With regard to the involvement of civil society organizations in the discussions and the adoption of the NRRP, some participants stated that they have had both formal and informal meetings with the government, and that the proposals made by their organizations were largely taken aboard in the NRP. Others complained that they were not involved at all, and that none of their proposals were adopted. In informal conversations with the EESC administrator, the participants confirmed that both statements were true: workers' organisations and social partners were more successful in finding ways to discuss the NRRP and their proposals with the government than employers' organizations. According to the latter, there was indeed dialogue but it wasn't really open or two-sided; proposals were made but were not adopted without any explanation why.

The Bulgarian ESC discussed the NRRP on three occasions and had an opinion on the its most controversial aspects: coal plants and rule of law. The round table was the first discussion that wasn't held online.

ESC insisted that all proposals made by civil society organizations should be annexed to the NRRP with status comments, including rejection reasons.


Possibilities for involvement of civil society organizations in the implementation of the National Recovery and Resilience Plan

With regard to the involvement of organised civil society in the implementation of the NRRP, the Bulgarian ESC declared its readiness to act as monitoring committee in the implementation phase. The deputy minister for education and science, Vanya Stoyneva, spoke in favour of this, saying that the idea is already being discussed.

The ESC also stated that it has the capacity to review all strategic documents, as its members represent all sectors.


Issues 
The EESC administrator encountered several issues in the preparation of the round table and on site in Sofia:
· Communication with the delegation – the administrator used delegation members' official EESC email addresses to communicate with them. It was later established that at least one of the members wasn't using his official EESC email at all, which led to a break of communication;
· Communication with the Bulgarian organisers – the Bulgarian organisers asked whether EESC can cover the costs for coffee and refreshments. The EESC administrator was granted approval to spend up to EUR 300 for this, and duly notified the Bulgarian side, explaining in no uncertain terms that this is a hard limit. Nevertheless, the organisers planned two coffee breaks and a lunch for the participants, the cost of which exceeded the limit, and asked the EESC administrator to pay for it. The matter was resolved by reducing the number of lunches and the refreshments;
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Deadline for questionnaires – the letter accompanying the questionnaire states that contributions should be submitted by April 2022. This period turned out to be too long and demotivating for participants. Although participants were asked to send the filled questionnaires before the event, and despite a reminder by the organisers during the round table, only one questionnaire was received. 


Appendix I: Participant list

Double-click image to open full list.


image1.emf

§7 W 9 0pTAag 4
baz ! Gom\_\.é»\\ Yo

§§§ S&\
HoW

vy ey,

Drp g R

oy
A0 | prsdiNRuly ssog\b).»% L
\Q\m\ux\ »\Q\V Q\A l%\\\\m\v\ \\\d“\v% \\vu% X
7 Rl D 3507 | = Ll w\“\r\\ ?:,ok\Q By
G| B oipas- g DrpA| P ~ LU 5o @O{ 7)) 4
L \.‘éu\@\é@ui A&\ww GAH bl AT =27 «.M\AS &&QQ &
22| o b @) onpd W » 27 wmm\&\m\\ uwmx\\\x V.
L Y A L= v ﬂi\x&xﬁﬁ =1
 anl 2 . “\\;\I»lo o 2 7T L 7 a3
==L o0y P TGS N2 U0 L8 J220) SNQ@ Kt
| Bug i N i-im ERAY 90170 RZE AN
ws_._do_._ s2ade HoHodLYOW] sunieskHeldo surnwed v sawy oN
“2 0202011

puodsry vups “ odgot [“ dawHah Ha02d2HOY ‘KTIDOD

»enndgorou ol el WaXXOW ¥eX — L908UhMOLIA 1 dHREKEOHELIEA S BE Hell BUHLIeHoUNeH
BH OL3MHIHLUALEU U olaHeaLogedeed a 0a.193iMQo oxoHeNkedl oLoHeduenHeldo eH anloeh L eoew euiady

,daLaawad uxoysuodel” eudd

121UWOM HBVEUOI U
WML UWOHONKN nxdUauodal






[4

)

I

o ‘_v\r % MA-\;N vs&o%%%

7 . Q3 [ PV vawasag [ o
PIRA | 277 A g | TR [ s o e [,y
| §Qw | m._%\§‘%\x;ég&@\éﬁ Nl v f%ﬁ iﬁaﬁg 3y
a5 QW 7 §w\§ &%§ Psn ] m\w\c wak) 377 w%ﬁ\ssﬁﬁwm\ IR 4y
L i ] R 7
N TR A N AT,
u@x\/@&ﬂc}é\/w,/@%ﬁs M&i\ 394 ban%@a#vvnj w«?rﬁ.,,aw/ Wy

22/] 55 &ﬁ&nmw ey

\MJ VAL X IR R uJJw 00\,.,,,.\ @ ) 7 u\ \V\\.\Stua\ﬁkﬂN 1\399@“ Ty
\Q%\&mvw@\aww& 77 \ %N§ Ve / 2en &\ S&@\\\ vy

sadre :w:mn.s_w:m_ BuheerHesdo ws:x\_\“m...v M 9wy oN

“2020z°0I°CI

puodsy vuvs °, 2dgor 1 dawnsh H202d2HOY ‘KT DO

»¢WNAQOITOL O B WAXKOW 3EX — 1908MhMOLIA 1 SHREKEOHELIEDE BE HeLl BUHUEHOUNRH
EH OL3MHOHLIUEN U OloHealogedeed g 09.198MQo oxoHekeds oLoHedUsuHeldo eH anLIehL“ eoRW eLIad)y

»dUDBWaD UNdKBUodgI” euAd |

121MWOY Haveunod u
WII9h UWOHONY UNdKauoday






/ / . .
07 A N 2 i/ AT
A _ ﬂ,%é&;%& zﬂxaw/ﬁ««;/f} J.Q, w)ﬁf?\soﬁ@ fﬁﬁ:\s\ %7
) 939/ 55T )| v
\Y&N\m\\&\\us ‘Q«Q\.\X %&g\\ﬁv)\ gwm&% <
/«F&N\Q\Jj :Q)E M\E\,&N\ %5& 5\@\ YN/ \k S3
- 4cﬂ&ﬂr¢oﬁf SEVIFN SN |4
| m\ w\xN\\n%x\% Rz g\\\\k 4@\@\ e
v uQ <%¢xﬂoq@b@o+mo&d M XMJ&Q/_.&. D@Q/\,P/,QCC SCdc.ﬁ\,ﬁ T
Sprrizasron| L A s AR T
ovurou s29d’e HoHOd MBI ] suheemHesdo Burnwed v awWy oN

“20702°01°CI

BH O19UHAHLILLUEN U oLaHeaLogedsed g oaLoomgo oxoHemkedl oroHeduenHeldo eH anLoehK* eoeW euiady

puodyiy vups , odgou, J* dawrah nasadeno) KHOOD

:OS_SQDO__HO_._ OJ el WaXKOW dex — .rOOm_STSO._.O> M sHegBgOHERLOEA " BE Helll KUHLeHOUTIRH

,da1dawad uxoyasuodal” euldd]

121MWOM Haveunod n
MMIOhUWOHONK Wuauodsa]






UGN 10 (f NG (P m\a{w*\&\ %mnkss\\“\\ &%&\E%Q 8%
D NSEWOS EONZ L[ St ()1 W ey Wl | g
%&\w x\Q\ \Q\N\ T[] |0 g // \\ \& N\ \m\»& / \\%\\ 5<
;cﬁw\.@ MR m:o\x %] Q&_ Nw@oixi e S S\ \i&\v\.&& QSQ\\,\QQ 7 /\ -
ER et N e = =y W \ys“\\ -
ANV DRL SO VIl 00 L og 0 3§5éec é_dsodz cc

9. % .
m\w N0 @YY e\@\gésegn“ -5 B\ub‘j 8\55‘%& 2%

. s e n
XD \@:wﬁ@@g%% H19 %N%SJ&QJS\\ w%ﬁ% 'S
% %A#:@ccg;%@m\@ NovB YD U TOMA QO] vyiosnim | 9%
suu'rou sadid'e HoHOd LB sunesmnHeldo Burnwed M swy oN
"2020C°01°TI

vuodsi] vivs © odgou, 1 dawnah navadznoy ‘Eyrdp0)

»éWHUdgooU 01 e WaXOW Ye) — LOOHEUhUOLIA 1 9HEEKEOHRLIELE BE HELL BUHLIRHOUNRH

BH OL9MHaHLUEU U OLaHedlogedeed g 08129MQo oxoHekedl oLoHedueuHe1do BH auLIBh K" BORW eLrady

,,d9123W30 uxIKauodal” euAd]

131MWON HaRURO0d U
WHIBhUWOHONK Myduduoday







