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Dear Mr Schmidt,  

Thank you for your letter of 16 December 2021 and the outcome document of the second 
Youth Climate and Sustainability Round Table which took place on 26 November 2021. It 
was a real pleasure and honour to contribute to this event. The role of the youth in protecting 
the environment and fighting climate change is essential, and I take personal pride in being 
able to engage with the young activists on these matters. 

The Outcome Document on protecting ecosystems and restoring biodiversity contains three 
important policy demands that I will try to address below.  

As regards deforestation, the Youth ask for a review, by 2025, of the proposed EU anti-
deforestation law to include other deforestation and human rights violations promoting 
commodities, and that the law be applied not just to forests, but also to other biodiversity and 
carbon-rich ecosystems. Indeed, the Regulation proposal on deforestation and forest 
degradation in its article 32 foresees a review no later than two years after its entry into force 
to assess whether it is appropriate to enlarge the product scope and the coverage of the law to 
ecosystems other than forests. 

On restoration, the Youth demand that the upcoming Nature Restoration Law includes a 
target to restore at least 15% of EU land, inland waters and sea by 2030, that all restoration 
targets are enforceable before 2030 with  an  effective  system  of  implementation  and  
monitoring, in  addition  to  the Habitats Directive reporting mechanism. In the development 
of the proposal, we have been aware of the need of setting enforceable and ambitious targets. 
The Commission’s overarching objective for the proposal is to ensure the recovery of 
biodiverse and resilient nature across the EU’s land and sea through the restoration of 
ecosystems, habitats and species. To support achieving this overarching objective, the 
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Commission is considering a number of ecosystem-specific legally binding targets across a 
broad range of ecosystems, coupled with an effective implementation framework. These 
targets would address areas not only covered by the Article 17 reporting obligations under the 
EU Habitats Directive, but would also address restoration measures to be put in place across 
the EU land and sea territories. Our aim is to have meaningful, specific, verifiable and 
implementable targets in the proposed Law coupled with an overarching objective for the EU 
that will express our political commitment and vision. We have also been mindful of the need 
to ensure the involvement of the public and stakeholders, the need for clear National 
Restoration Plans than can be effectively reviewed and acted upon by the Commission, and 
the need for effective approaches to financing.  

Regarding education, I am pleased to inform you that the proposal for a Council 
Recommendation on learning for environmental sustainability was adopted by the 
Commission on 14 January. Negotiations with the Member States on the proposal will 
commence shortly under the French Presidency. This new policy initiative is a call to action 
for Member States to step up efforts to ensure that education and training as a sector adapts 
and responds to the climate and environmental crises and supports learners to develop the 
knowledge, skills and attitudes needed for the green transition.  

We take note of your suggestion of an event linking transformative education and 
sustainability. Learning for environmental sustainability will be discussed at the informal 
meeting of education and youth ministers at the end of January, which will also be preceded 
by a youth conference. For your information, the second edition of the Education for Climate 
Day will take place in September 2022. The Climate Day will bring together pupils, students, 
teachers, youth representatives and other stakeholders to discuss how education can boost 
understanding and action on the climate and biodiversity crises and foster connections with 
nature in formal, non-formal and informal learning settings.  

Knowing that our services are in contact to discuss the Youth Climate and Sustainability 
Round Table follow up process in the context of the European Year of Youth, I look forward 
to our cooperation on these issues and remain open for a follow up meeting, should you wish 
to discuss this response and next steps. 

 

 

        Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
     Virginijus Sinkevičius 
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