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FOREWORD
Dear reader,
It is my pleasure to present this year’s edition of the annual EESC achievements
brochure, which looks back on some of the success stories of the Committee from
last year.
The EESC has played to the fullest its role of acting as a
bridge between the EU and civil society through their work
in the Member States to systematically advance civil and social
dialogue and present an alternative to the official narrative –
one that puts citizens at the heart of the Committee’s opinions,
publications and activities.
2019 was an eventful year on many levels for the European
Union. The European elections were held in late May, when the
EESC joined forces with the European Parliament to encourage
people to vote and set the direction for the EU. This marked a
new era of partnership between our respective institutions
and a new opportunity for further cooperation in the future.
The EESC also adopted a range of opinions on major issues such
as the future of Europe, migration, blockchain technology,
artificial intelligence, a minimum income, the digitalised
economy, the European Semester, and youth employment,
to name but a few.
What makes the EESC so special is our ability to comment on these issues and
challenges with the single, collective voice of civil society.
On the eve of the EU summit on the future of Europe held in Sibiu, Romania
on 9 May 2019, the EESC presented its blueprint for a Europe that is a global leader
in sustainable development, that is close to its citizens, and that has a strong social
dimension and thriving businesses. The EESC advocated pursuing measures to
further enhance civic participation in EU policy-making in order to regain people’s
support and faith in the process of EU integration.
The Committee continued its work on new economic models. These activities
demonstrate the role that the EESC can also play in forward thinking on these
new issues, which already have − and will continue to have – a growing impact on
peoples’ lives.
The Committee was also very active in communicating with the public about its
work and the impact of its activities, as well as offering civil society a platform where
its voice can be heard on topical EU issues.
In the run-up to the European elections, one of the highlights of the year was the
Civil Society for rEUnaissance event on 21 February 2019, at which climate activist
Greta Thunberg made clear the necessity to take action now against climate change.
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We celebrated the 10th anniversary of our annual youth event, Your Europe, Your Say!,
highlighting the importance of raising awareness among the young generation
about exercising their right to vote.
Last year we welcomed over 11 000 visitors to the Committee, organised 18 cultural
events, and adopted 127 opinions and information reports. We also engaged with
civil society through various conferences, specialised events and communication
campaigns. Cooperation with the other European institutions remained a high
priority, amplifying the impact of our work.
We hope you will enjoy reading about what the EESC does for you and the
significance of its work for Europeans and the European project in the future.

Gianluca Brunetti
Secretary-General of the European Economic and Social Committee

We believe that the European Union is about building bridges and breaking
down barriers. As we strive every day to be a bridge between European
civil society and the EU institutions, we would like to share with you some
success stories from 2019. We hope you will enjoy reading about them.
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We are the house of (the) #EUcivilsociety and today we
opened our doors to these amazing girls, and we learned
so much from them.
Thanks for reminding us the importance to listen to the
young generation and to work for your #FutureofEurope!
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This is not the time for
resignation; it is the time to
dream and to dare. We give voice
to the thousand faces of ‘Europe
at work’. We have to make sure
that this dialogue will never be
compromised. The worst thing
would be to remain silent.
We have instead to make the
voice of the ‘good ones’ heard.
Whatever it takes, we will dare
to act for a sustainable Europe.
Luca Jahier,
President of the EESC

#EUCIVILSOCIETY
On 21 February 2019, the EESC was delighted to welcome Swedish climate change
activist Greta Thunberg to the podium at our Civil Society for rEUnaissance event.
Greta’s dedication to fighting the climate crisis has sparked waves of school strikes all
over the world, with young people protesting against the failure of global leaders to
tackle the global emergency.
Her presence at our event with Madeleina Kay, better known as #EUsupergirl, highlighted
the key role that organised civil society, and the young generation in particular, must
play in climate action and the critical role the EESC will play in creating a sustainable
future.
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WHAT IS THE EESC?
The European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) is an EU consultative body
that was set up in 1958 to advise European decision-makers, by delivering opinions
to the European Parliament, the Council, and the European Commission. The EESC
ensures that citizens’ organisations have a say in Europe’s development. A unique
body, the Committee provides a forum for consultation, dialogue and consensusbuilding among representatives from the various sections of organised civil society.

WHAT ARE THE EESC’S OBJECTIVES?
The EESC is committed to European integration. It helps strengthen the EU’s
democratic legitimacy and effectiveness by enabling civil society organisations
from the Member States to express their views at the European level.

In other words
The EESC’s purpose is to give organised civil society a voice in Europe
But how do we do that?
First, we help to ensure that European policies and legislation better reflect
economic, social and civic realities by advising the European Parliament, the
Council and the European Commission. We do this by tapping EESC members’
experience and stimulating dialogue and efforts to secure consensus, which
serves the general interests of the EU.
Second, we promote the development of a more participatory EU that
is more in touch with public opinion by acting as an institutional forum
representing, informing, and expressing the views of and securing dialogue
with organised civil society.
Third, we promote the values on which European integration is founded and
advance the cause of democracy – in particular participatory democracy – as
well as the role of civil society organisations, in Europe and around the world.
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WHAT IS ORGANISED CIVIL SOCIETY?
The term civil society embraces a wide range of organisations and their activities to
improve the well-being of their members or communities. Employers’ organisations,
trade unions, networks, associations, non-governmental organisations (NGOs),
interest groups and movements are formed to advance their common interests
through collective action. These groups often act as intermediaries between
decision-makers and the public, offering an avenue for people to play an active role
in bringing about change or to support good causes.

HOW IS CIVIL SOCIETY REPRESENTED?
In 2019, the EESC was made up of 350 members from the 28 Member States. They
are not politicians, but employers, trade unionists, farmers, and representatives of
professional and community associations, youth organisations, women’s groups,
consumer associations, environmental campaigns, and many more. They come
from all social and professional backgrounds and have a vast range of knowledge
and experience.
Members are not based full time in Brussels, where the Committee has its
headquarters, but have their own jobs in their home countries, ensuring
that they maintain direct grassroots contacts. They are completely
independent in carrying out their duties, working in the general
interest of the European Union and its citizens. By debating
issues that involve and affect civil society, and adopting
opinions on those subjects, Committee members play
12
an integral part in policy formation and decisionSweden
making at EU level.
Members are appointed for a renewable
five-year term by the Council of the EU
based on a proposal from each
Member State.
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Finland

6
Estonia

24
United
Kingdom

7

9

Latvia

Denmark

9

9

Ireland

21

12

Poland

Netherlands

24

12

Germany

Belgium

350

Lithuania

12

9

Czech Rep.

Slovakia

5
Luxembourg

EESC
members

24
France

12
Hungary

12

7

Austria

Slovenia

12

9

Portugal

15
Romania

12
Bulgaria

Croatia

21
Spain

24
Italy

5
Malta

12
Greece

5
Cyprus
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HOW IS THE EESC ORGANISED?
EESC members work in three groups:

Employers’ Group

Workers’ Group

Diversity Europe Group

Group I

Group II

Group III

The key is to build consensus between the three groups so that the EESC’s opinions
reflect the economic and social interests of all of them.

Employers’ Group
This group brings together European delegates for employers and entrepreneurs,
with mandates from employers and business organisations in the EU Member
States. Its members from the business world contribute their experience to further
the European project. They advocate and work to achieve a business environment
that strengthens the competitiveness of European enterprises, encourages
entrepreneurship, and provides favourable conditions for innovation,
investment, business operations and trading. To promote such conditions,
they call for a strong EU that is founded on cohesion and unity. The group works
closely with Europe’s major business organisations: BusinessEurope, SMEunited,
EUROCHAMBERS, EuroCommerce, the European Centre of Employers and
Enterprises providing Public Services (CEEP) and Copa-Cogeca.

Workers’ Group
This group is comprised of representatives from more than 80 national trade
unions, confederations and sectoral federations. It is firmly committed to enlarging
and strengthening the EU, as an area of prosperity, freedom and democracy,
mutual support and social cohesion, and aims to ensure that workers play a real
part in European policy-making. Although the European social model is an
example for much of the world, there are still too many people suffering hardship
or exclusion from society because of poverty, discrimination, lack of education or
other disadvantages. Priorities for the Workers’ Group are full employment, better
living and working conditions, and the well-being of all EU citizens, as well as that of
workers and their families on other continents.

Diversity Europe Group
This group ensures that the EESC voices the concerns of various social, environmental,
economic and cultural organisations that make up civil society in the EU. Its goal
is to achieve diversity in democracy, promoting consensus-building and civic
engagement. The group represents farmers’ organisations, small businesses,
the crafts sector, social economy players (cooperatives, foundations and nonprofit associations), consumer and environmental organisations, and associations
representing the family and the voluntary sector, women’s and gender equality
issues, youth, minority and underprivileged groups, people with disabilities,
the liberal professions, and the scientific and academic communities.

Presidency and political bodies

Quaestors

Vice-President

Vice-President

Chair of the Commission for
financial and budgetary affairs

Chair of the
Communication Commission

BUREAU
39 members

Employers’ Group

Workers’ Group

Diversity Europe Group

Group I

Group II

Group III

GROUPS

President

Audit Committee

PRESIDENCY
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ASSEMBLY

ECO

INT

TEN

SOC

NAT

REX

CCMI

Section for
Economic and
Monetary Union
and Economic
and Social
Cohesion

Section for the
Single Market,
Production and
Consumption

Section for
Transport, Energy,
Infrastructure
and the
Information
Society

Section for
Employment,
Social Affairs and
Citizenship

Section for
Agriculture,
Rural
Development
and the
Environment

Section for
External
Relations

Consultative
Commission on
Industrial
Change

ESG

SMO

European
Semester
Group

Single Market
Observatory

FRRL

Group on
Fundamental
Rights and Rule
of Law

LMO

Labour Market
Observatory

SDO

Sustainable
Development
Observatory

SECTIONS & OTHER BODIES

350 members
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THE EESC’S CONSTITUENT BODIES
Working bodies
The EESC has six sections, which specialise in different policies: agriculture and
environment; the single market; social issues; economic issues; energy, transport
and IT infrastructure; and the external policies of the EU. Members belong to one
or more of these sections depending on their areas of expertise, and it is here
that the groundwork is laid for Committee opinions. The Committee also has a
Consultative Commission on Industrial Change (CCMI), which monitors industry’s
ability to anticipate and adapt to the impact of globalisation. The EESC has set
up three specialist observatories – on the single market, the labour market and
sustainable development – as well as a group focused on the European Semester
which considers European civil society proposals on growth and employment, a
group on Fundamental Rights and the Rule of Law and the Brexit Follow-up Group.

Presidency and the Bureau
Every two-and-a-half years, the EESC elects a Bureau that includes the EESC
president and two vice-presidents, the presidents of the three groups, and a varying
number of members. The Bureau’s main task is to organise and coordinate the work
of the EESC’s various bodies and to lay down policy guidelines. The president
directs all the work of the Committee and represents the EESC in its relations with
other institutions and bodies. The two vice-presidents are responsible for budget
and communication, respectively.
Milena Angelova, Vice-President
Luca Jahier, President of the EESC
Isabel Caño Aguilar, Vice-President

President
Luca Jahier took office as EESC president in April 2018 and launched an agenda
for a ‘rEUnaissance’, based on three priorities – sustainable development,
peace and culture.
The president worked tirelessly through 2019 to achieve his
priorities with activities highlighting the ‘voice of the good
ones’ and giving tomorrow’s Europe a real chance to thrive.

DARE A SUSTAINABLE EUROPE

The president was particularly pleased to welcome Greta
Thunberg to our Civil Society for rEUnaissance event and to
show his support for youth activists in their quest to make
the EU a better place.

© Shutterstock

In December 2018, the president signed a joint declaration
with the then President of the European Parliament, Antonio
Tajani, on cooperation in the 2019 European elections.

European Economic and Social Committee

His successful #Leuropaebella campaign mobilised civil
society to launch a new, positive narrative, bringing together
the ‘innovative minds of Europe’ in an effort to re-energise
the EU and work towards a second European Renaissance.
President Jahier also hosted a related debate on rEUnaissance –
A cultural vision for Europe during the EESC plenary session
in October.

BEFORE WE BEGIN
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With the intention of exploring old and new geographical and psychological
boundaries and reconciling memories, President Jahier initiated a series of
focus visits entitled Peace and Borders that brought him to Belfast, Budapest,
Cyprus, Sopron, and finally Berlin for the 30th anniversary of the fall of the
Berlin Wall. He also looked beyond the continent of Europe, visiting Ethiopia
to strengthen links with civil society there and hosting a debate entitled From
development to Partnership at the December EESC plenary session, where he
called for a renaissance of EU-Africa relations.
President Jahier’s vision of a Europe based on sustainable development
was brought one step closer with the Committee’s adoption of an opinion
Listening to the citizens of Europe for a sustainable future (Sibiu and beyond).

Creating ethical benchmarks
2019 also marked the adoption of the Code of Conduct of the EESC members,
which clarifies our organisation’s mission, values and principles and makes
them subject to standards of professional conduct. A code of conduct is
an important way to establish a culture of
ethical behaviour among the EESC’s members.
The Advisory Committee on the Conduct of
Members – a new body within the Committee –
was set up to monitor implementation of the
principles laid down in the Members’ Code of
Conduct. This committee is composed of six
members, three women and three men, who
have no other permanent responsibilities within
the EESC. Members can refer to the Advisory
Committee if they need guidance on the
interpretation and implementation of the Code
of Conduct.

Secretary-general
Gianluca Brunetti is the EESC’s Secretary-General. The chief role of the secretarygeneral is to implement decisions made by the Committee’s Assembly, the Bureau
and the president. He is also responsible for managing the administration and the
budget, and assisting members in carrying out their duties.

We have the opportunity to give
a new impulse to European civil
society engagement.
For the Europe of tomorrow,
we must have courage;
we must dare to imagine a new
world. There is no time to waste,
as so many defeats in history can
be summarised in two words:
too late.
Luca Jahier,
President of the EESC
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HOW DOES THE EESC TAKE ACTION?
Under the EU treaties, the European Parliament, Council and the Commission are
required to consult the EESC on a wide range of policy issues when passing new
legislation. As well as being required to refer to the EESC on certain matters, these
three institutions may consult the Committee on other matters whenever they
consider it appropriate. The EESC draws up and adopts, at any of its nine annual
plenary sessions held in Brussels, opinions based on a consensus reached
between its members. Once adopted, its opinions are forwarded to the European
Parliament, the Council and the Commission and published in the Official Journal of
the European Union.
The EESC may also decide to draft own-initiative opinions on any question
pertaining to the EU, its policies, and potential policy development. It also issues
exploratory opinions in response to requests from the presidencies of the Council,
the Commission and the European
Parliament in spheres where it is
regarded as having the appropriate
skills and expertise. Such requests
are not necessarily related to a piece
of draft legislation. The EESC may
express itself through other types of
text, such as information reports,
resolutions, and position papers.

?

EESC plenary session

OR

BEFORE WE BEGIN
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An opinion is born

?
OR

REFERRAL
by the European
Parliament, Council
or Commission

AUTHORISED
by the Bureau

SECTIONS
confirm rapporteur
and study group

DRAFTING
by rapporteur with
study group input

DISCUSSION, VOTE
AND ADOPTION
by the assembly
in plenary session

SENT
to the EU institutions

Rapporteur PRESENTS
key findings and
PROMOTES the opinion
at EU, Member State and
local levels

OR
OWN INITIATIVE
by the EESC

DISCUSSION, VOTE
AND ADOPTION
by sections/CCMI

AND
PUBLISHED
in the EU’s Official
Journal (24 languages)
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EESC AT A GLANCE 2019
We keep up with civil society’s concerns – the things that inspire, drive and sometimes frustrate you. In 2019, there was no
shortage of these: some already on the radar, others only just starting to gain momentum. As one of the smaller EU institutions
in the heart of Brussels, but with its members scattered across the continent, the EESC is able to track and respond to the issues
that concern you the most.

Very opinionated … in a good way

127 opinions and reports adopted by the EESC in 2019…
The EESC engages in areas that affect citizens most
SOCIAL INCLUSION

DIGITAL HEALTH LITERACY
SUSTAINABLE EUROPEAN ECONOMY

MIGRATION

YOUTH EMPLOYMENT

FARMING

CLIMATE POLICY

SMES EUROPEAN PILLAR OF SOCIAL RIGHTS
AGROECOLOGY

DIGITALISED ECONOMY BREXIT

FISHERIES

TRANSPORT ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

SOCIAL ECONOMY FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS

THE EUROPEAN SEMESTER

E-COMMERCE

ENERGY SINGLE MARKET SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS
DATA COLLECTION

TAXATION COHESION POLICYBLOCKCHAIN

EDUCATION
AND VOCATIONAL TRAINING ERASMUS
POLLUTION
CYBERSECURITY
AVIATION SAFETY GENDER EQUALITY ISSUES
AGEING POPULATION
ECONOMIC AND MONETARY UNION

ECONOMIC POLICY
ENVIRONMENTAL LAW

DISABILITY RIGHTS

Enough words. More action!

Where can you find
the EESC’s opinions?
• on the Committee’s website at
eesc.europa.eu
• in the Official Journal of the EU at
eur-lex.europa.eu

Total opinions and reports,
five-year trend
2019

127*

2018

215

2017

155

2016

151

2015

117

*The number of opinions is dependent on the legislative cycle. 2019 was a year of
European elections and Commission renewal.
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Opinions: Top four hot topics in 2019
Reviewing the most popular opinions tells us what motivates you

Blockchain and
distributed ledger
technology as an
ideal infrastructure
for the social
economy
own-initiative opinion,
rapporteur:
Giuseppe Guerini

For a European
Framework Directive
on a Minimum Income
own-initiative opinion,
rapporteur:
Georges Dassis

Listening to the
citizens of Europe for
a sustainable future
(Sibiu and beyond)
rapporteurs:
Vladimíra Drbalová,
Peter Schmidt,
Yves Somville

Gender equality issues
own-initiative opinion,
rapporteur:
Indrė Vareikytė

19
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We don’t want to see a digital
divide that creates more
inequality and injustice. We don’t
want to see a new elite emerging
of people who are familiar with
the new technologies and end
up excluding others from the
economy and the market.
Giuseppe Guerini,
rapporteur

Our opinion underscores
the role of EU business in
the future of Europe. EU
business must be at the
forefront of sustainability
globally. The sustainable
economy we aim to
achieve involves free and
fair trade, specific rules for
public goods and services
and fair taxation.
Vladimíra Drbalová,
rapporteur

Blockchain and distributed ledger technology as an ideal
infrastructure for the social economy
(own-initiative opinion, rapporteur: Giuseppe Guerini)
If you have been following developments in banking, investing, or cryptocurrencies
over the last ten years, you may be familiar with blockchain, a technology that allows
people and organisations to agree on and record transactions in a transparent
and unalterable way without the need for a central authority. This technology is
transforming the way we use the internet and digital services globally. The EESC
therefore supports the measures proposed by the European Commission to develop
a European Blockchain Partnership. The use of blockchain could lead to new and
improved business models, stimulating sustainable economic growth and allowing
everybody, not just a new ‘digital economy elite’, to benefit.

We must avoid a top-down
governance approach and
step up efforts to reduce the
distance with EU citizens.
A structured civil society
dialogue must become a
real tool for democratic
participation as provided
for in the Treaty on
European Union.
Yves Somville,
rapporteur

The EU must transform a linear economy into a circular,
carbon-free economy, and common standards for
delivering clean air and water and protecting our oceans
must be established.
Peter Schmidt,
rapporteur

Listening to the citizens of Europe for a
sustainable future (Sibiu and beyond)
(rapporteurs: Vladimíra Drbalová, Peter Schmidt,
Yves Somville)
The EU must move closer to its citizens and become
the global leader in sustainable development.
To this end, the Committee calls for a strategy, based
on a global, cross-sectoral approach focusing on the
needs of the citizens. It is time to rethink our growth
models and to balance economic prosperity with
environmental sustainability, promoting investment,
innovation, competitiveness, social inclusion and
cohesion, good employment and democratic
participation. Under its priority of creating a People’s
Europe, the EESC advocates pursuing measures to
further enhance civic participation in EU policymaking in order to regain people’s support for and
faith in the process of EU integration.
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For a European Framework Directive on a Minimum Income
(own-initiative opinion, rapporteur: Georges Dassis)
In 2018, 21.7% of the EU population – some 109 million people – were at risk of
poverty or social exclusion. This is almost one in four Europeans. Introducing a
binding European framework for a decent minimum income in Europe would
therefore be a significant initial European response to the serious and persistent
problem of poverty in Europe. Adequate and inclusive social protection in the form
of a minimum income scheme will allow all Europeans to live life with dignity.
This would not only benefit those who are currently without sufficient protection,
but would also boost the European economy as a whole.

Gender equality issues
(own-initiative opinion, rapporteur: Indrė Vareikytė)
Gender equality is not only a human rights issue: it is a social and economic necessity
for the EU, its Member States and businesses. It hugely impacts sustainable growth
and GDP, as women represent 51% of the EU population. The EESC argues that the EU
needs to elevate gender equality to a stand-alone goal with a binding strategy centred
on the fight against economic inequality and damaging gendered stereotypes.
The EESC condemns all forms of violence against women and encourages Member
States that have not yet ratified the Istanbul Convention to reconsider their position.

The issue of a minimum income
is highly political. This is a
decision to be made at EU level,
and the Commission cannot
hide behind the principle of
subsidiarity – misused in this
case – to decide that it cannot
do anything about such an
important problem that affects
dignity and human rights.
Georges Dassis,
rapporteur

This decade is witnessing a
visible and organised backlash
in gender equality and human
rights. In many areas, including
pay, pensions and employment
opportunities, progress towards
equality has either stalled or
gone into reverse.
Indrė Vareikytė,
rapporteur
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EESC PLENARY SESSIONS
WHO SAID WHAT AND WHY?
The EESC promotes the development of a participatory EU, one that is more in touch with the public’s concerns and expectations.
It acts as an institutional forum which represents, informs and expresses the views of civil society organisations and is in
dialogue with those organisations. All EESC members meet in plenary sessions nine times a year in order to accomplish their
most important duty: voting on opinions. This is a solemn moment in which compromise, consensus-building and internal
democracy find their highest expression.
It is also an occasion when special guests from all over Europe and beyond are invited to debate. In the pages that follow, we
give you a flavour of plenary activities in 2019 and some of the special guests that we welcomed, what they talked about and
what this means for the EESC and citizens around Europe.

A year in the life of EESC plenary sessions…
2019
We need to talk because the worst
thing for Europe is silence.
Michel Barnier

23-24

JANUARY

Honoured to address once again the plenary
session @EU_EESC which is the voice of
#EU civil society. Dialogue with all
stakeholders and social partners at the heart
of our approach in these unprecedented
#Brexit negotiations. @EESC_President
My speech: http://europa.eu/rapid/pressrelease_SPEECH-19-642_en.htm

20-21

FEBRUARY
Unite behind the science. The actions
required are beyond any manifesto or any
party politics. Once you have done your
homework you realize we need a whole
new way of thinking.“ My full speech at EESC
in Brussels: https://youtu.be/sVeYOPJZ8oc
#FridaysForFuture #SchoolStrike4Climate

Debate on Brexit, with Michel Barnier, chief negotiator
responsible for the Commission’s task force for the
preparation and conduct of negotiations with the United
Kingdom
Debate on reforming the WTO to adapt to developments in
world trade, with Karl Brauner, Deputy Director-General
of the World Trade Organization
Presentation of the priorities of the Romanian Presidency
of the Council of the EU, with Viorica Dăncilă, Prime
Minister of Romania

Debate on the Common Agricultural Policy 2021-2027,
with Phil Hogan, European Commissioner for Agriculture
and Rural Development
In the margins of the February plenary session
• The EESC welcomed young activists Greta Thunberg
and Madeleina Kay for debates on EU climate action
and Brexit
• Civil society for rEUnaissance event attended by the
President of the European Commission, Jean-Claude
Juncker, President of the European Committee of the
Regions, Karl-Heinz Lambertz, and national economic
and social councils, civil society organisation leaders
and inspirational speakers
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20-21
MARCH

Debate Listening to the citizens of Europe for a
sustainable future (Sibiu and beyond)
Debate on the European Citizens’ Initiative Stop
Extremism, with its organisers Sebastian Reimer
and Michael Laubsch
Debate on the future of Europe with Patrick
Bernasconi, President of the French Economic,
Social and Environmental Council

15-16
MAY

Debate on the resolution Let’s turn out and vote for a
united Europe
Debate on the challenges of competition policy for
the new European Commission and the new European
Parliament, in particular in the context of the digital
economy and sustainable development, with Margrethe
Vestager, European Commissioner for Competition
Debate on antisemitism with
• Raya Kalenova, Vice-President of the European
Jewish Congress
• Michał Bilewicz, assistant professor at the
Centre for Research on Prejudice, Faculty of
Psychology, University of Warsaw
• Joël Kotek, professor at the Free University
of Brussels and the Paris Institute of Political
Studies, member of the Scientific Council of
the Museum of the Shoah and Human Rights
of Mechelen, and Belgian correspondent
from the University of Tel Aviv

19-20
JUNE

Debate on the strategy for long-term EU
greenhouse gas emissions reduction with
Maroš Šefčovič, Vice-President of the European
Commission responsible for the Energy Union

It is not enough to counter
extremism, we need to prevent
it. This starts in schools by
empowering young people to be
resilient when confronted with
extremist discourse, especially
on online social platforms.
Oliver Röpke,
President of the Workers’ Group

The Commission has been
pushing for digital taxation
because we need a global
solution; it’s unacceptable that
some companies pay taxes and
others don’t.
Margrethe Vestager, European
Commissioner for Competition
Good to meet and discuss with @EU_EESC
#EESCplenary again. Strong common interests
in fair competition and making sure that we
are up to a digital world. @EU_Competition

The @EU_EESC has always recognised the
power of the #EnergyUnion to transform our
economy, boost Europe’s global standing,
improve people’s lives. Thx. @EESC_President
@LJahierEU for working hand in hand with us.
The task now is to pursue #ClimateNeutralEU
in a socially fair way.
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17-18
JULY

We are pleased to see that main priorities of
#EU2019FI go hand in hand with the priorities
of the @EU_EESC , forming a good basis for
cooperation.

Presentation of the results of the Civil Society Days and
debate with Conny Reuter, co-President of the Liaison
Group with European civil society organisations and
networks
Presentation of the priorities of the Finnish presidency of
the Council of the EU, with Aino-Kaisa Pekonen, Finnish
Minister for Social Affairs and Health

1. #SustainableGrowth
2. #RuleOfLaw
3. Security policy
4. #Climate
Follow #EESCplenary debate w/ Aino-Kaisa
Pekonen @akpekonen, Finnish Minister for
Social Affairs and Health:
http://europa.eu/!yV87Hm

25-26

SEPTEMBER

Presentation of the priorities of the European Parliament,
with Klára Dobrev, Vice-President of the European
Parliament
Review of the activities of the European Ombudsman,
with Emily O’Reilly, European Ombudsman

“Real debate about the EU can take place
only when people have facts and insight”
Read @EUombudsman O’Reilly’s speech to
@EU_EESC on her work here https://europa.
eu/!yx73UD

Debate on the Economic and Monetary Union and the
European Semester with
• Valdis Dombrovskis, Vice-President of the European
Commission
• Tuomas Saarenheimo, Finnish permanent UnderSecretary for International Affairs and Financial
Markets
• Christian Ebeke, acting Resident Representative of
the International Monetary Fund to the European
Union
• Louka T. Katseli, Chair of the National Bank of Greece
(Cyprus) and former Minister for the Economy and
Labour
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30-31

OCTOBER

Debate on Encouraging civil society dialogue with
the United Kingdom post-Brexit, with Michel
Barnier, chief negotiator of the European
Commission for Brexit
Adoption of the resolution on The EESC’s
contribution to the Commission’s 2020 work
programme and beyond

@EU_EESC has a role to play in shaping post
#Brexit relations. We would like to have the
Committee formally involved in shaping these
relations - @MalliaStefano, President of the
EESC Brexit Follow-up Group at debate with
@MichelBarnier at #EESCplenary

Adoption of the draft resolution on Opening
accession negotiations with North Macedonia and
Albania: EU credibility and geostrategic interests
should be upheld
Debate on a cultural vision for Europe with
• André Wilkens, Director of the European
Cultural Foundation
• Pier Luigi Sacco, special adviser to Tibor Navracsics,
Commissioner for Education, Culture, Youth and Sport
• Airan Berg, Artistic Director of the Festival of the
Regions
• Elke Kaschl-Mohni, Director of the Goethe Institute in
Brussels

11-12

DECEMBER

Address by Andrew Caruana Galizia, son of
Daphne Galizia, assassinated Maltese journalist,
on the need for EU values to be upheld in the
fight for justice after his mother’s murder.
Debate on the theme From development to
partnership with
• Jutta Urpilainen, European Commissioner
for International Partnerships
• Isabelle A. J. Durant, Deputy SecretaryGeneral of the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development (UNCTAD)
• Mikołaj Dowgielewicz, permanent
Representative of the European Investment
Bank (EIB) to the European institutions in
Brussels
• Elena Bonell de Pascual and Oyewole
Oginni from the AU-EU Youth Cooperation
Hub
Civil Society Prize award ceremony:
2019 topic: More Women in Europe’s society
and economy

We need to work together to
make sure that European values
are upheld.
Andrew Caruana Galizia,
son of Daphne Galizia

Andrew @acaruanagalizia stresses at
#EESCplenary the role of society to
protect the #RuleOfLaw: The strength that
#civilsociety has shown in #Malta in the past
3 years, would had been enough to protect
my mother’s life. #DaphneCaruanaGalizia
Our PR http://europa.eu/!tV76vq
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WORKING HAND IN HAND
TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

The European Parliament
and the EESC should work
together more. Our relations
are important because the
Parliament represents the voice
of the EU citizens, whereas the
Committee is the voice of civil
society.
Luca Jahier,
President of the EESC

#ThisTimeImVoting
Your chance to have your say
The most recent European elections, which took place in May 2019, saw a significant
increase in turnout, which rose to an EU average of more than 50%. Parliament ran
a non-partisan information campaign urging people to vote. The campaign led
to the launch of the Together community, aiming to promote discussions about
the democratic future of Europe. Our Committee and the European Parliament
organised a number of activities encouraging citizens from all Member States
to come to the polling stations and vote, culminating in a record voter turnout.
The Committee contributed to an awareness-raising campaign, This time I’m voting,
in recognition of the low voter turnout and missed opportunities in previous
European elections.

We need all of us here to go
back to our stakeholders in
our countries and remind
them about the ownership of
decisions. Let´s be quite active
and get engaged to get as many
European citizens to vote
for the Future of Europe.
Milena Angelova,
Vice-President of the EESC

We need a Europe in which the
people feel their voices are heard.
David Sassoli,
President of the European Parliament

The newly formed European Parliament, represented by its President David Sassoli,
was warmly welcomed by EESC President Luca Jahier. The two presidents confirmed
their commitment to fruitful and substantial cooperation between our institutions.
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New European Commission in place

European Economic and Social
Committee’s contribution
to the 2020 Commission’s work
programme and beyond
30 October 2019

European Economic and Social Committee

We are happy to give our strong
and balanced input to the EU’s
political priorities for the five
years to come. We support the
Green Deal of the Commission’s
President-elect, Ursula von
der Leyen, as a key driver for
change. We need to act at all
levels simultaneously and create
a dynamic of action to address
urgent environmental, economic
and social challenges.
Luca Jahier,
President of the EESC

2019 saw a new European Commission take office, with Ursula von der Leyen
as its incoming president. The new membership of the Commission also meant
that a new 2020 Commission work programme was adopted, and the EESC
fulfilled its consultative role by adopting its own contribution to the programme
at its plenary session in October 2019.
The Committee’s priorities for the EU’s work during the new Commission’s
term included a focus on four issue clusters:
• Climate change, the environment and biodiversity loss
• Digitalisation, economy and employment
• The rule of law, fundamental rights and migration
• Globalisation
The Committee also stressed the importance of a new EU governance
structure, as well as new rules and instruments for defining and
implementing EU policies. In particular, the role of the European
Parliament should be enhanced in order to strengthen democratic
accountability.
Its contribution highlighted the importance the EESC attaches to
sustainable development, which must be at the heart of Europe’s
future. The Committee has therefore called for an overarching EU 2050
strategy on sustainability in order to implement the UN 2030 Agenda.

How can we pave the way for a more
#sustainable future for all, leaving no one
behind? We need to address social concerns
in full synergy with environmental &
economic objectives! Our #EESCplenary will
discuss #SDGs 2030 this week!
Read the proposal: http://europa.eu/!bb98Km
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Shaping the Conference on the Future
of Europe
Thank you President-elect @vonderleyen
for an excellent first meeting on the
#EuropeanGreenDeal, #2030Agenda &
the #EUSemester as a tool to implement
the #SDGs. The #EESC will fully engage
in the announced conference on the
#FutureofEurope. #EUstrivesformore

This was a project announced by Commission President Ursula von
der Leyen in her Political Guidelines, designed to give Europeans a
greater say on what the European Union does and how it works for
them. The conference will build on past experiences, such as citizens’
dialogues, while introducing a wide range of new elements to increase
outreach and expand ways for people to shape future EU action.
Civil society organisations have the capacity to genuinely reflect very
different and sometimes diverging interests and to make decisionmakers aware of these. The EESC has given the project its full support
and is committed to playing an active role in the process, as civil society
involvement is essential to bring the EU closer to its citizens.

The European Parliament will
play a key role in the upcoming
Conference on the Future of
Europe and this initiative should
include civil society and the EESC
as they provide clear added value.
Together we are stronger and we
can deliver better.
Luca Jahier,
President of the EESC

I want citizens to have their say
at a conference on the Future of
Europe, to start in 2020 and run
for two years. The conference
should bring together citizens,
including a significant role for
young people, civil society and
European institutions as equal
partners.
Ursula von der Leyen,
President of the European Commission

This conference is a cornerstone
on which to build this new
Europe. It is a priority for us
in this Parliament, we must
work closely with the other EU
institutions but also national
parliaments, local and regional
authorities, civil society, and most
importantly with citizens to make
it a success.
David Sassoli,
President of the European Parliament
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EVENTS TO REMEMBER
Your Europe, Your Say! (YEYS)

© shutterstock

The 10th edition of YEYS, which received
a record 1 038 applications, took place in
Brussels on 21 and 22 March 2019 under the
title #YEYSturns10: vote for the future! Over
two days, 102 students and 36 teachers
from all 28 EU Member States, the five EU
candidate countries and one Brussels-based
European School met at the EESC to share
their ideas and views.

YEYS turns 10:

Vote for
the future!
21–22 March 2019

11 April 2013

#YEYS2019 #YEYSturns10
www.eesc.europa.eu/EESC-youth-event/YEYS

EESC | Jacques Delors Building | Rue Belliard 99 | Brussels

Belgrade Youth Center

The proposal that received the most votes in
2019 was the introduction of a mandatory
syllabus on European politics to ensure
citizens are better informed before voting in elections.

We are proud to share your
ideas, your dreams, your
enthusiasm and your solutions
in an institution like the EESC,
where we all learn to negotiate
as a way to reach consensus.
Isabel Caño Aguilar,
EESC Vice-President responsible
for communication

European Economic and Social Committee

The EESC’s annual Your Europe, Your Say! gathering is the Committee’s flagship
event for young people, ensuring that the views, experiences and ideas of the
younger generation are taken on board in EU policy-making.

Every challenge is an
opportunity, and you have
proven it to us. Don’t let fear
take control, just open your
wings. Europe is yours and the
world is yours.
Irini Pari,
EESC member who initiated YEYS in 2010

Civil Society Media Seminar
The 13th Civil Society Media Seminar
The
took place in Málaga on 10 and 11
is (for)
October 2019 on The role of civil society in
communicating the European Union. The
seminar was organised in cooperation with
the University of Málaga and consisted
EESC CIVIL SOCIETY MEDIA SEMINAR 2019
Corruption
of three panels named after the slogans
The role of civil society in
communicating the European Union
of previous European elections: Europe
10–11 October 2019
equals hope, Together for Europe and
Democracy brings us together. There were
around 150 participants, mainly press and
communication officers from European
civil society organisations. The Committee
was also pleased to welcome students from Málaga University, who took an
active part.

YOU

© Shutterstock: Franzi

EU

Venue: University of Malaga | Av. de Cervantes, 2
29016 Malaga | Spain

#EESCmedia19 @EESC_PRESS

European Economic and Social Committee

Brexit is a lesson that has to be
learned by the European Union.
And it is a prime example of
where communication went
wrong and the lack of action of
the European Union institutions,
the anti-European media and
European governments that
don’t do enough to promote the
European cause. That should all
change. So that’s an opportunity
for Europe now.
Jane Morrice,
Former EESC member from the UK
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Civil Society Prize

© Shutterstock

More women in
Europe’s society
and economy

2019
EESC
CIVIL SOCIETY PRIZE

The 11th Civil Society Prize, under the
theme More Women in Europe’s Society
and Economy, rewarded five civil society
organisations in the EU for initiatives to
raise awareness of gender issues in the
EU and fight for gender equality. The
EESC received an impressive number of
177 applications from 27 Member States.

Rewarding excellence in civil society initiatives

12 December 2019

Award Ceremony | Room JAN 4Q2 | during the plenary session
József Antall Building | 4th floor | Brussels

#CivSocPrize @EU_EESC

European Economic and Social Committee

Ta-dah! Here are the finalists of this
years’ #CivSocPrize, rewarded for their
contributions to #GenderEquality.
We congratulate the projects
@MimmitKoodaa, @bxlbinder,
@women_toponymy, @strajkkobiet and
Association NAIA! Got curious ?
http://eesc.europa.eu/civilsocietyprize

This year’s winner, Women’s Toponymy
(Associazione Toponomastica Femminile)
wants to give women public recognition
that is often lacking or long overdue,
by raising awareness about women’s
contribution to society and history.
Believing that toponymy – the study of
place names – is a good indicator of the
way a society values its members, the
organisation is trying to put more names
of notable women on city and town maps.

1st prize:
Women’s
Toponymy

2nd prize:
Polish Women’s
Strike

3rd prize:
Fairy Tales,
NAIA Association
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Its recent research into the names of public places in about 90% of Italian
municipalities has shown that for every 100 streets named after men, only 7.8
were named after women, of which some 60% referred to religious figures.
There are almost no places featuring the names of notable female scientists,
entrepreneurs, artists and athletes. Women’s Toponymy is set to change that.
In the words of Toponomastica Femminile’s President, Maria Pia Ercolini:
‘You need laws to change a society, but they are not enough to change behaviour
in a lasting way if they are not supported by a parallel change in people’s
imagination. You need to combat stereotypes and prejudice. This is not just a
feminist battle, but a battle for a society based on solidarity, and for civilisation’.
‘Time goes by. Inequality of opportunity between men and women remains,’
noted EESC Vice-President Isabel Caño Aguilar. ‘The many award applications
we received show that gender equality is at the heart of civil society’s aspirations.
They highlight women’s work and their innovative role in society. They promote
dynamic, visionary, courageous, bold and strong women. They address the
specific needs of vulnerable or disadvantaged women and tackle gender
discrimination and stereotypes in all areas of life.’

© Shutterstock

More women in
Europe’s society
and economy

2019 EESC CIVIL SOCIETY PRIZE

European Economic and Social Committee
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PRIORITIES AND
MAJOR THEMES
IN 2019
The EESC has been in action for six decades, driven by
one powerful overarching goal: to help strengthen the
European Union’s democratic legitimacy and effectiveness
by enabling civil society organisations from the Member
States to express their views at European level.

34
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
FOR THE BENEFIT OF ALL
A fully functioning single market is one of the main mechanisms by
which the European Union ensures steady, long-term growth that
delivers benefits for all Europeans. The Union’s work in this area
focuses on guaranteeing the four fundamental freedoms, while
ensuring fair and dynamic trade and balanced budget policies based
on the principle of even distribution.
The objective of a functioning single market has more recently
gained a new dimension: to make growth sustainable. The EESC
in particular has been adamant in calling for and supporting
‘a paradigm shift and a new economic model’, which will
guarantee Europe’s transformation to become more sustainable
and thus safer for the future of its people. The EESC has said repeatedly
that sustainable development needs to be central to Europe’s future and that
urgent action is needed to implement the UN Sustainable Development Goals
by 2030.

Action must be taken during the next decade
Sustainable development is about
the future of people; the economy
should, within the planetary
boundaries, work for society to
deliver prosperity and equity, now
and for future generations. The
launch of a European Green and
Social Deal will be an important
element in the transformation
of European economies in a
radically more sustainable
direction.
Cillian Lohan,
EESC member

The EU has mainstreamed sustainable development in a broad range of policies.
It has above all taken the lead internationally in the fight against climate change
and is committed to promoting a low-carbon, knowledge-based, resourceefficient economy. At the same time unsustainable trends persist in several areas,
despite the raft of positive policy developments.
The EESC has consistently called for a sustainable EU food policy. As well as
sending a clear message directly to European Commissioner Vytenis Andriukaitis,
last year the EESC adopted two own-initiative opinions in this area, one on
healthy diets and one on agroecology. The EESC actively promoted its opinion on
the ongoing reform of the common agricultural policy, which gave renewed
impetus to the greening and climate objectives. At a joint event, the EESC, the
CoR and the European Commission made recommendations on advancing the
EU bioeconomy strategy, notably via a specific focus on the blue bioeconomy.
Finally, the EESC actively supported the European Circular Economy Stakeholder
Platform, managing its inter-institutional website (circulareconomy.europa.eu)
and connecting stakeholders at the successful 2019 Circular Economy Stakeholder
Conference.

European
Circular
Economy

Stakeholder
Platform

#CEstakeholderEU

European Economic
and Social Committee
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The European Consumer Day…
A consumer policy for the younger generation?
On 27 March 2019, the EESC held its 21st European Consumer Day in
Brussels. Organised every year since 1999, this annual event brings
together experts, consumers and policy-makers to debate issues
affecting consumers at European level. This year’s European Consumer
Day took a look at the behaviour of young people as consumers in an
increasingly digital world. It also discussed their reactions to the EU’s
current consumer policy and to the New Deal for Consumers. Issues
discussed ranged from improving mobility (‘What should mobility look
like in the future?’) to avoiding food waste (‘Waste warriors: individual
choices to foster collective change?’), making fashion sustainable
(‘Slow fashion: a youth-driven challenge?’) and understanding the role
of Information and Communication Technologies in driving change.

Today is our #ConsumerDay19 at @EU_EESC!
We will talk with #Youth about #Sustainability
#Mobility, #Food, #Clothing, #SocialMedia
and the impacts on the, and the consumption
of resources... w/special guests from
#YouthForClimate
LIVE as from 9.30 am http://europa.eu/!Mh94jV
European Economic and Social Committee

EUROPEAN
CONSUMER DAY 2019
| 03 | 2019 in
the – 15.30 | EESC – JDE 62
27Consumers
| 9.30
#EESConsumers
data#ConsumerDay19
economy

Civil Society Days 2019
Sustainable Democracy in Europe

European Economic and Social Committee

The Civil Society Days, which took place on 12 and 13 June
Civil Society Days 2019
in Brussels, were organised by the EESC Liaison Group
with European civil society organisations and networks
Sustainable Democracy
on the theme of ‘Sustainable democracy in Europe’.
in Europe
The EESC urged that sustainability become the guiding
force of the new Commission. Society must not accept
any trade-offs between environmental, economic and
12-13 June | EESC – Brussels
social issues. The EESC also focused on the need to make
#CivSocDays
democracy sustainable in the face of challenges such as
illiberalism and technological advances. The conference also gave national
and EU-level civil society organisations a platform at a crucial moment for
Europe, presenting the EESC as the institution which is the voice of organised
civil society and which enables citizens to express their views through
participatory democracy.
European Economic and Social Committee

Participants addressed five priority challenges that should be tackled in
Europe:
• building an equal society in Europe – too many children are at risk of
poverty;
•		building a society that repudiates hate – hate against Jews, Muslims or
the LGBT community;
• building a society that celebrates diversity, rather than just tolerating
differences;
• building a society that respects the rule of law;
•		building a society that works on the basis of partnership – engaging
with the different forces in society, e.g. policy-makers and civil society.

Sustainable democracy is
extremely important for Europe.
We need to address the climate
crisis, the impact of which we
are already feeling. We need
to address the social crisis and
contain inequality. And, finally,
we need to uphold our values,
and defend our multicultural,
open democracy against
nationalist movements, but
also against any other radical
currents.
Luca Jahier,
President of the EESC
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DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION
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Fair transition to a digital economy and society

Artificial intelligence, robotics and digital
services for the well-being of citizens
Tekoäly, robotiikka ja digitaaliset palvelut
kansalaisten hyvinvoinnin edistäjinä

Corruption

#AI

#robotics

#DigitalDialogue

21.11.2019 | 9.00 – 17.00 | Helsinki

Ministry of Education and Culture/Opetus- ja kulttuuriministeriö | Meritullinkatu 1

European Economic and Social Committee
Euroopan talous- ja sosiaalikomitea

The impact of the digital revolution on almost all aspects of our daily lives is
undeniable. Digitalisation stimulates economic growth, generates innovation,
creates jobs, has the potential to improve quality of life in the EU and touches
upon all aspects of society and all sectors of the economy. These advantages,
however, come at a price, with rural and remote communities not benefiting
as much from the transformation as urban areas, owing to the ‘broadband gap’
(low or no broadband access) and ‘digital divide’ (poor computer skills).
Other concerns in relation to the digital transformation and the shift of
communication to online platforms are loss of privacy and security, and the
threat posed by cyberterrorism to critical services and infrastructure. These
are priority issues for the EESC in its discussions about the future of digital
transformation.

43% of EU population has an
insufficient level of digital skills
and 17% has no digital skills
at all. 20% of OECD adult
population lacks basic literacy
numeracy skills. We need
to invest in people!
Christa Schweng,
President of the EESC’s Section for
Employment, Social Affairs and
Citizenship (SOC)

Our conference on #AI and #robotics for the
well-being of #EUcitizens is coming to an end
#EESCHelsinki!
As @EESC_TEN President Mr Coulon remarks,
don’t forget the role of #EUCivilSociety in the
digitalisation’s regulation!
Read our press release http://bit.ly/2r95W15

Digitalisation is everywhere, in health,
transport and energy, and it affects the lives
of everyone. For this reason, we need to
regulate developments in this field, to make
sure that everybody can contribute to and
benefit from the digital economy and society.
Civil society must be involved and play an
important role, fighting for transparency
and protecting the public.
Pierre Jean Coulon,
President of the EESC’s Section for Transport, Energy,
Infrastructure and the Information Society (TEN)
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A digital revolution with a human face
A high-level EESC conference on Artificial intelligence, robotics and digital
systems for the well-being of citizens was held in Helsinki in 2019 as part of the
official agenda of the Finnish EU Presidency. Scheduled to coincide with European
Robotics Week, the conference brought together many key players, providing an
excellent opportunity to explore best practices in human-centric digital healthcare,
digital mobility services, and digital tools designed to improve general well-being
and that of vulnerable groups in particular. The EESC emphasised that the digital
revolution must have a human face, be inclusive, keep humans in control, and
create benefits for all Europeans.
Our conference on #AI and #robotics for the
well-being of #EUcitizens is coming to an end
#EESCHelsinki!
Today, Representatives from @EU2019FI and @
FinGovernment are introducing the high-level
conference on #AI & #robitics
VI SUA L I D E NT I T Y FOR F I N L A N D’S P R ES I D EN C Y
OF T HE C OUNC I L OF T HE EU 2 0 1 9 : M A I N EL EM EN T S

7

MINIMUM CROPPING AREA

Artificial intelligence must be
developed in a safe, unbiased
way and, above all, must be in
keeping with the values of the EU.
We need to ensure that artificial
intelligence and its applications
promote people’s well-being and
empowerment, with due respect
for fundamental rights.
Ariane Rodert,
President of the EESC’s Section for
the Single Market, Production and
Consumption (INT)

MIN. 1/3

MIN. 1/3

Let us discuss the role #Digitalisation plays for the
B
well-being
of citizens & sustainable growth! Read
the EESC opinion: http://europa.eu/!qf38rc
Graphic emblem

Another key element of the visual
identity is the graphic emblem, whose
design originates from the emblem of
Finland’s 2006 Presidency.

V ISUAL IDE NTI T Y F OR F I NLAND’S P RE SI DE NCY
OF THE COUNC I L OF TH E E U 2 0 1 9 : M AI N E LE M E NTS

Thematically, the image represents
growth, cohesion and transparency.

4

The emblem is used only as a
background image. It is therefore never
shown in full; at least a third of the
emblem is cropped out of view.

A
Logo

There are separate versions of
the emblem for white and blue
backgrounds. There is no black-andwhite version.

The key element in the visual identity
for Finland’s Presidency is the EU2019.
FI logo. Its clean-cut design symbolises
a consistent and sustainable way of
getting things done.
The use of the logo must always be
based on the original files described
here and follow the correct layout,
proportions and colours.

LOGO COLOUR OPTIONS

The two-colour logo is used on white
backgrounds. The monochrome blue
logo is used on photographs and if the
logo even partially covers the emblem.
The white logo is used on dark or
coloured backgrounds. The black logo
is used only when the other colour
options cannot be used.

Bringing science to you
Research and innovation (R&I) are essential to improving
competitiveness, promoting growth, creating jobs, and addressing
societal challenges. The EESC is actively engaged in the R&I debate and
cooperates on a regular basis with other institutions and stakeholders.
EESC members attended the Commission’s European Research and
Innovation Days (attended by more than 3 000 people), which brought
together policy-makers, researchers, entrepreneurs and citizens to
debate and shape the future of research and innovation in Europe and
beyond. The EESC made a significant contribution to the Commission’s
Industry Days, sharing its expertise on artificial intelligence, the circular
economy and premature obsolescence.

The evolution of artificial intelligence needs to be
guided, shaped and anticipated by social and civil
dialogue. All stakeholders need to be involved:
policy-makers, social partners, consumers and
NGOs, as well as experts and academics. It
is crucial to identify and monitor disruptive
developments in a timely manner.
Franca Salis Madinier,
EESC member

Our conference on #AI and #robotics for the
well-being of #EUcitizens is coming to an end
#EESCHelsinki!
Come to visit the @EU_EESC stand at
#RiDaysEU on 24, 25 & 26 September
and discuss about the future of #research
and #innovation policies but also about
#bioeconomy, #circulareconomy, #SDGs, #AI,
#energy or #transport policies.
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TRANSITION TO A LOW-CARBON,
COMPETITIVE ECONOMY AND TO
SUSTAINABLE ENERGY AND MOBILITY

© Shutterstock

Climate action for all and by all

Leaving no one behind
in the transition
to climate neutrality
11|12|2019 | 18:30 – 20:00 | COP25 - EU PAVILION
IFEMA - Feria de Madrid | Madrid, Spain

European Economic and Social Committee

In 2019, the EESC adopted numerous opinions emphasising the role
of civil society in implementing the goals of the Paris Agreement and
calling for an enabling framework for non-state and subnational climate
actors. In late 2018, the European Commission published its 2050 longterm strategic vision for transforming Europe into a climate-neutral
economy. The EESC welcomed the ambitious goal of climate neutrality
and reiterated its call for citizens to be at the heart of the energy
transition. Specifically, the Committee proposed a permanent citizens’
dialogue to shape energy and climate policy, a social pact to leave no
one behind, significant public investment, and strong involvement
of regions and municipalities in designing transition policies. At the
COP25 (Madrid, December 2019), the EESC’s Sustainable Development
Observatory co-organised two side events, on the circular economy
and on the social transition to climate neutrality. The EESC also took
part in several other activities, including a high-level event organised
by the Commission on Scaling-up climate action through the circular
economy and nature-based solutions with Commission Vice-President
Frans Timmermans.

We cannot achieve the objectives of the
Paris Agreement and the Sustainable
Development Goals without addressing
social inequalities.
The wealthiest 10% of households
hold 50% of total wealth. This is not
sustainable! We need redistributive
policies and a new model of growth to
make sure that no one is left behind.
Peter Schmidt,
EESC member

PRIORITIES AND MAJOR THEMES IN 2019
EESC achievements 2019
looking back to move forward

Combating environmental crime
Environmental crime covers acts that breach environmental
legislation and cause significant harm or risk to the environment
and human health. Important contributions in 2019 included the
EESC Information Report on the Environmental Crime Directive,
which was taken into account in the European Commission’s
evaluation of Directive 2008/99/EC on the protection of the
environment through criminal law, and was therefore an important
contribution to protecting biodiversity and the environment.
The EESC is committed to ensuring that civil society plays an
important role in the new European Green Deal and in sustainable
development.

”Collapse of #biodiversity is real, but there are
ways to reverse the trend; one such way is to
update the EU directive on #EnvironmentalCrime”,
says @Arnaud_Schwartz at the #EESCplenary.
Read more: http://europa.eu/!Mt76PX

The #EESCplenary proposals on the
#EnvironmentalCrime Directive: It would be
useful to have specialised prosecutors & judges
the @EU_EESC feeds into the @EU_Commission
evaluation of the Directive to be published in 2020
Read more: http://europa.eu/!Mt76PX

In July 2019, the EESC held a debate on clean mobility as part of
its ongoing work in this field. The event offered the opportunity
to have a discussion with the mayor of Brussels and deputy mayor
of Paris, among others, about clean modes of urban transport,
in particular cycling. A highlight of the debate was the talk by
Alberto Toscano, journalist and author of the book A bike against
Nazi barbarism: the incredible destiny of the champion Gino Bartali.
Italian cycling champion Gino Bartali was an extraordinary man,
a discreet hero who saved hundreds of Italian Jews from the
Holocaust. The latest (2019) edition of the EESC’s European Cycling
Lexicon, with cycling-related vocabulary in all the EU languages,
was also launched at the event.
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Clean mobility

TEN
SECTION

GRAND DÉPART
A great start for cleaner mobility
3 July 2019 | EESC – JDE 62 | 9.30 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Jacques Delors building | Rue Belliard 99 | Brussels
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Ahead of the #GrandDepartBxl, let us remind
you of our work on #decarbonisation of
#EUtransport! We need to:
1. Promote innovation
2. Develop connected vehicles
3. Integrate #electricvehicles
4. Develop new business models Read more
http://europa.eu/!KH76mJ

Innovation, new technologies and digital solutions for
all modes of transport
The Trans-European Transport Network (TEN-T) policy concerns the
implementation and development of a Europe-wide network of railway
lines, roads, inland waterways, maritime shipping routes, ports, airports
and railroad terminals. The policy supports not just the construction
of new physical infrastructure, but also application of innovation,
new technologies and digital solutions in all modes of transport.
At the request of the European Commission, the EESC launched a
policy evaluation exercise in 2019 focusing on the achievements and
goals of the TEN-T policy and how it contributes to better transport
infrastructure, smooth traffic flows, less congestion, an efficient public
transport system, increased safety, reduced environmental impact and
job creation. This evaluation is due to be completed in 2020 and involves
five fact-finding trips to gather information on different TEN-T corridors
and projects from local civil society organisations.

The EESC and the environment

The Bioeconomy strategy is
a key step to tackle global
challenges – climate change,
population growth and finding
alternatives to fossil fuels.
We must support those working
for bioeconomy through
education, training and
access to finance.
Maurizio Reale,
President of the EESC’s Section
for Agriculture, Rural Development
and the Environment (NAT)

The EESC is also gradually reducing its environmental impact internally thanks
to various initiatives, e.g. donations of leftover food to charities in Belgium.
The Committee’s canteen is the first EU institution canteen to go plastic-free.
Disposable plastic and plastic packaging are no longer used, and in order to reduce
single-use plastic, all members and staff have been given reusable water bottles
made from stainless steel. This measure was accompanied by installation of several
water fountains on the premises. These efforts bring not only environmental
benefits but also financial savings. There are lots of things we can do in our daily
lives to help the environment. The cumulative effect of simple changes made by
individuals is considerable, and the EESC is doing its bit. It economises on paper use
for publications, supports biodiversity by maintaining two beehives on the roof of
its main building, sorts waste, reduces electricity and water consumption, promotes
eco-friendly mobility, and has brought green public procurement into general use.

PRIORITIES AND MAJOR THEMES IN 2019
EESC achievements 2019
looking back to move forward

TOWARDS A BETTER AND MORE EUROPEAN
ECONOMIC FRAMEWORK
Towards a more resilient, sustainable European
economy with a vision for completing the EMU

Valdis Dombrovskis
Honoured to address #EESCplenary on
#deepeningEMU and the #EuropeanSemester.
To make progress on reforms, govs, social
partners & civil society have to work hand
in hand. If confirmed, much looking frwd to
working with the European Economic and
Social Committee also in the future

The EESC stimulated debate on deepening the Economic and Monetary
Union (EMU) in view of shaping the European economic agenda for the next five
years. Its two public hearings on the subject were attended by prominent European
and international economists. The Committee also drew up three relevant opinions:
• Towards a more resilient and sustainable economy
• A new vision for completing the Economic and Monetary Union
• Towards a stronger international role of the euro.
All of the above pointed to the need for a new EU economic strategy that
should aim to develop more resilient and sustainable economic policies within an
improved governance framework for the single currency. Such a strategy would
help Europe to address the multiple current domestic and international economic
and geopolitical challenges. It would pave the way for much needed stability and
prosperity for all Europeans, within a more integrated, more democratic and more
socially and environmentally sustainable Union. The specific EESC proposals and
recommendations along these lines were also debated with high-level representatives
of the European Commission, the Council presidency and the IMF at the EESC plenary
session in September. The EESC will ensure continuous follow-up on these initiatives
with the new Commission and the relevant European and national decision-makers.

A resilient EUeconomy must be able
to face shocks and persistent structural
changes, while still delivering on the
well-being of its citizens. We must invest
in human capital development.
Stefano Palmieri,
President of the EESC’s Section for
Economic and Monetary Union and Economic
and Social Cohesion (ECO)

We have to remember that
solidarity and a willingness
to compromise are the
basis for a positive future
for the EMU. There is an
urgent need to reinforce its
political, social, economic
and financial pillars while
ensuring a sound balance
between these four pillars.
This is indispensable for
the resilience and inclusive,
democratic and sustainable
progress of the EMU.
Judith Vorbach,
rapporteur for the opinion on
A new vision for completing the
Economic and Monetary Union
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FUTURE
TAX
REFORM

PUBLIC HEARING

Taxation in the digitalised
economy – which way
forward?
29.01.2019 | EESC – VMA 3

European Economic and Social Committee
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Tax challenges in the digital economy
Today’s international corporate tax rules are not fit for purpose in a modern
globalised economy and do not cater for business models where profits can be made
from digital services in a country without a company having a physical presence
there. Current tax rules also fail to recognise the new ways in which profits are
created in the digital world, and in particular the role that users play in generating
value for digital companies. As a result, there is a disconnect between where value
is created and where taxes are paid. The EESC considers digitalisation to be a great
opportunity and the EU Digital Agenda a key policy for the European Union.
Civil society believes that in this context there must be global coordination of any
changes to the rules on inter-country allocation of taxation rights over profits. The
EESC therefore welcomes the close cooperation between the Commission, Member
States and the OECD/G20 to support the development of an international solution,
which will limit the risk of international double taxation. If an international solution
cannot be found, the EU must consider proceeding on its own.
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Economic reform and surveillance process

Conference

Towards a more inclusive
European Semester
28 February 2019 | 10 am – 1 pm | EESC | JDE 51
Rue Belliard 99, 1040 Brussels

European Economic and Social Committee

The European Semester provides a framework for coordinating economic policies
across the European Union. It allows EU countries to discuss their economic and
budget plans and monitor progress at specific points throughout the year. The lack
of national ownership of proposed reforms and slow-moving implementation of
country-specific recommendations feature among the many challenges faced in
relation to the European Semester. Involvement of organised civil society in the
semester is therefore fundamental: stakeholder ownership of reforms improves
their implementation and ensures positive outcomes. This is why the Committee
– in addition to drawing up texts on the Annual Growth Survey, a recommendation
on the Council recommendation on the economic policy of the euro area, and
other semester-related issues − also regularly organises country visits to hold direct
consultations with organised civil society. In 2019, eight such visits were organised
and an information report on the 2018-2019 European Semester country visits was
discussed at the EESC plenary session in October.

The dialogue between the European
institutions and the entire EU civil society
must be guaranteed at all stages of the
European Semester process.
Reine-Claude Mader, rapporteur for the information
report on the 2018-2019 European Semester country visits

We are convinced that the current priority of
economic policy should be to mitigate the risk
of recession and steer the euro area and the
EU towards a sustainable growth path.
Petr Zahradník, rapporteur for the additional opinion
on Euro area economic policy 2019

PRIORITIES AND MAJOR THEMES IN 2019
EESC achievements 2019
looking back to move forward

FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS AND THE RULE OF LAW
Consulting civil society, the source of common values
One of the European Union’s aims is to promote peace, EU values and
the well-being of its people. A Eurobarometer survey shows that 89%
of EU citizens believe it is important for all EU Member States to respect
the core values of the EU, including fundamental rights, the rule of law
and democracy. This broadly seems to be the case, but we still see many
human rights violations around us. A Union of common values defines
the European identity. These universal values of human dignity, freedom,
equality and solidarity, laid down in the Treaty on European Union and
the Charter of Fundamental Rights, must be upheld by all the Member
States. They guarantee our most basic rights and help promote European
democratic values, at home and abroad.

Group on Fundamental Rights and the Rule of Law
2019 was the first full year of work for the EESC Group on Fundamental Rights and the
Rule of Law (FRRL group). It conducted five country visits to ascertain civil society’s
position on fundamental rights and the rule of law in Romania, Poland, Hungary,
France and Austria. The FRRL group released an interim report on its findings and
held its first conference to share its assessment of the state of fundamental rights,
democracy and rule of law in the Member States.
In 2019 the EESC adopted three relevant opinions:
• Resilient democracy through a strong and diverse civil society
• Further strengthening the rule of law within the Union. State of play and possible
next steps
• Populism and fundamental rights – suburban and rural areas.

© shutterstock: BABAROGA

These opinions called for a rule of law monitoring mechanism, for close involvement
of organised civil society and the EESC in policies on fundamental rights and the
rule of law, the creation of an EESC fundamental rights and rule of law forum, and
adoption of a communication strategy to foster a rule of law culture.

#FundamentalRights
#RuleofLaw4People
Conference

Fundamental Rights
and the Rule of Law

Trends in the EU from a civil society perspective
05/11/2019 | Rue Belliard 99, Brussels
9:00 – 18:00 JDE 62

European Economic and Social Committee

The rule of law and fundamental
rights are unthinkable without
civil society. Civil society actively
embodies the rule of law and
fundamental rights. We are
intrinsically linked.
Arno Metzler,
President of the Diversity Europe Group

The facts and the data we have
collected raise the question:
when did it go wrong in the
EU? How can we, in 2019, have
governments that do not respect
fundamental rights or the
rule of law? We need to reflect
on this and we need to find
concrete measures.
José Antonio Moreno Díaz,
President of the Group on
Fundamental Rights and the Rule of Law
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European Citizens’ Initiative Day 2019
Digital Voices was the theme of the 2019 European Citizens’ Initiative Day.
Digital natives no longer wait for elections to express their preferences: they voice
their concerns all the time and at every opportunity. The challenge for the next
European Commission will be to assess how digital technology and democracy
work together, for example through reinventing democracy and adapting it to
the kind of world in which people now live.

European Economic and Social Committee

#ECIDay 2019
@EU_EESC
©Shutterstock: Alek sandar Videnovic

ECI DAY 2019

Digital Voices
www.eesc.europa.eu/eciday2019

Brussels

2 April 2019
9 a.m. – 2.30 p.m.

Jacques Delors Building

Atrium 5
JDE 60 – 63

First Commission Vice-President Frans Timmermans presented the updated
European Citizens’ Initiative (ECI), which was approved by the European
Parliament on 12 March 2019:
• The new ECI will make it easier to collect signatures online.

In par tnership with

• A collaborative platform offering practical assistance to organisers will be
made permanent.
© quinky/shutterstock.com

• Organisers will have six months after registration to choose when to start
collecting signatures.
• The Commission will be able to partially register an initiative when it only has
the power to propose legislation on some, but not all, of an ECI’s objectives.

Denying what is voiced in the digital world would be ignorant
and even stupid, but EU institutions and governments must
be wise about how to adapt to this trend and have a particular
responsibility regarding correct information and upholding
morals and politeness.
Christophe Lefèvre,
EESC member and President of the ECI ad hoc group

PRIORITIES AND MAJOR THEMES IN 2019
EESC achievements 2019
looking back to move forward

CHANGING THE WORLD OF WORK
IN A STRONGER SOCIAL EUROPE
Working towards a more social Europe
Globalisation, technological innovation, demographic shifts, migration and climate
change are profoundly altering the social environment and working life. Faced with
these far-reaching changes, the EESC firmly believes that the future of work is a key
priority under the European Pillar of Social Rights (EPSR), a social policy mechanism
launched by the European Parliament, the Council and the European Commission at
the Gothenburg Summit in November 2017.
© shutterstock

The European Pillar of Social Rights must help everybody
The EPSR is specifically designed to help people in work to earn their living and
those out of work to access the skills and the jobs they need to make a living. From
the start, the EESC has fully supported the Commission’s efforts to implement the
20 rights and principles of the EPSR. Under the umbrella of the European Semester
an increasing number of country-specific recommendations were made to Member
States in 2019, addressing employment, education and social issues. These focused
on the first two chapters of the EPSR (equal opportunities and access to the labour
market and fair working conditions), while somewhat neglecting social protection
and inclusion. In its opinion on the Implementation of the EPSR, the EESC called for
legislation where appropriate to establish a framework of general common social
standards while respecting national situations and social systems.

Entrepreneurship and social economy enterprises
The social economy is a crucial economic model for the future of Europe and for the
next generations. As a catalyst of social innovation, the regionally anchored social
economy reinforces the cohesion and resilience of cities and regions. The EESC was
very active in this important area in 2019, organising several events:
• a public hearing in Tampere underlining the role of SMEs as the European basis
for socio-economic sustainability and as key players in the new framework for
European competitiveness;
• a conference on Social Economy for the future of the EU, co-organised with
the European Parliament and the Committee of the Regions, which raised
awareness about the importance of the social economy being a priority on the
agenda of the European institutions;

Public hearing on

The European Pillar of Social
Rights – evaluation of the
initial implementation and
recommendations for the future

Corruption

28 March 2019 I 2.30 p.m. - 5.30 p.m.

EESC | JDE building, Room 62 | Rue Belliard 99, 1040 Brussels

European Economic and Social Committee

Providing innovative,
highly specialised goods
with well-recognised and
certified key characteristics
that cater to social and
environmental sustainability
requirements, can become
the essence and focus of modern
European competitiveness.
Dimitris Dimitriadis, rapporteur
for the opinion on Use-Value

• the Pact for Impact event, organised with the French Ministry for Ecological and
Inclusive Transition to look at ways of creating a
global alliance for the social economy;
@EU_EESC is in Tampere today to discuss about #entrepreneurship,
#competitiveness, #industry, #SMEs. How can we make European
business competitive again on the world stage? Check out our
public hearing programme http://europa.eu/!bQ34hQ
© shutterstock: ImageFlow

• the 2019 European Day of Social Economy
Enterprises in Strasbourg, in cooperation with
the French Ministry for Ecological and Inclusive
Transition and the city of Strasbourg.

European Economic and Social Committee

PUBLIC HEARING

“Use-value“ is back: the key
to sustainable competitiveness
3.10.2019 | 13.30 – 17.00 | #usevalue
Old City Hall, Keskustori 10, Tampere, Finland
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Europe is ageing …
We propose to establish a
European minimum training/
education programme for nurses
in gerontology, caregivers and
care assistants, not only on a
technical level but also on a
social and human level, in order
to enable and strengthen the
mobility of workers and services
for older people.
Marian Krzaklewski,
rapporteur

EESC opinion on health services for the elderly
According to Eurostat forecasts, Europe’s population will grow slowly over
two decades, from 507 million people in 2013 to 526 million in 2035. This will
be accompanied by substantial ageing: the section of the population aged
65+ is likely to increase from 18% to 28%. And by 2060 the 65+ age group
will number 149 million. What will be the consequences of this? Europeans
are living longer, which is good news, but this brings new challenges for the
continent in terms of costs, training, and adapting homes to allow people to
age with dignity and remain independent for as long as possible. The EESC
believes that supporting older people also represents an opportunity, since
it creates economic openings and employment, and can trigger technical
innovation. The EESC has highlighted the social and economic role of the older
generations in the ‘silver economy’, looking at the following issues:
• providing care (uniform minimum level of education and
training);
• housing (better use of digital technology innovations:
telemedicine; sensors; digital clinical cards and records;
home automation technologies; age-friendly cities − urban
policies should become more dynamic and flexible);
• finance: guaranteeing suitable funding to help people age
with dignity and remain as independent as possible (it will
not be possible to pay for this solely through Members States’
social security systems).

Equal opportunities for all – the most popular report of 2019

Krzysztof Pater,
rapporteur

Do people with disabilities have the right to vote in European Parliament elections?
An EESC report estimates that around 800 000 EU citizens in 16 EU countries are
denied their legal right to vote because of disability or mental health problems. If the
best practices of each country were implemented, every EU citizen with disabilities
would be able to vote in the most convenient
way they choose to exercise their democratic
right. This is what the EESC stands for: every
voice counts! The report was particularly timely
in light of the European elections, and was
quoted more than 200 times in various media
across Europe within the first two months of its
publication.
© Shutterstock.com/tsvetina_ivanova

If the best practices from all the
countries were implemented,
an ideal system would emerge
in which every EU citizen with
disabilities would not only enjoy
full voting rights, but would
also be able to choose the most
convenient way to cast his or
her vote.

European Economic and Social Committee
Rue Belliard/Belliardstraat 99
1040 Bruxelles/Brussel
BELGIQUE/BELGIË

Real rights of persons with
disabilities to vote in
European Parliament elections
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PRIORITIES AND MAJOR THEMES IN 2019
EESC achievements 2019
looking back to move forward

SWITCHING TO A JOINED-UP POLICY
ON MIGRATION
Throughout history, people have migrated. People try to reach Europe’s
shores for different reasons and by different routes. They look for
legal pathways, but they also risk their lives, to escape from political
oppression, war and poverty, as well as to rejoin their families, start
businesses, and acquire knowledge and education. Every person
has their own migration story. The challenges of the refugee and
migration crises can only be addressed by applying asylum and legal
migration policies without violating any human rights and by stepping
up measures to better integrate migrants into European society. The
Committee plays a vital role in shaping the strategy for immigration and
migrant integration.

Migration, asylum and migrant integration
In 2019, many EESC activities relating to migration focused on the need
for safe and legal pathways and on inclusion of migrants and refugees.
At the 2019 European Migration Forum, civil society organisations and
practitioners discussed the role of civil society and local authorities in
ensuring safe and regular pathways to the EU. The third conference
on Social Innovation for Refugee Inclusion (24 and 25 January 2019)
looked at how innovative solutions to housing refugees can promote
community-driven inclusion, overcome divisions, facilitate economic
opportunities, and foster a ‘sense of home’. In an own-initiative opinion
on the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration based
on EU values, the EESC noted the lack of progress made by the EU in
delivering a common migration policy. This undermines solidarity
between Member States and makes it more difficult for them to meet
their commitments under international law.

A developed society is a
democratic and inclusive
society. It is crucial to
remember this at a time when
representatives of the far
right and populists try to use
immigrants and refugees as
scapegoats for all the problems
in our society.
Carlos Manuel Trindade,
President of the EESC Group
on Immigration and Integration

We need a Europe that shows #responsibility
and #solidarity towards migrants and towards
each other. We should not look at #migration
as a problem to be solved, but rather as a
potential solution to various challenges.
#EUMigrationForum
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Global compact for migration
The EESC is of the view that all
EU countries should ratify the
Compact. The Compact
is not revolutionary or radical
in itself, but offers a multilateral
framework for cooperation
between countries of origin,
transit and reception.

The Global Compact for Migration is the first UN global agreement covering
all dimensions of international migration. It provides a framework that states
can use to protect migrants by reducing the risks they are exposed to, ensuring
adequate conditions for both migrants and host communities. Putting the
Global Compact into practice will guarantee safe and regular migration
based on EU values. We have to understand contemporary migration within a
broader context and migration has always been a part of European history and
cultural exchange. Saving the lives of people fleeing atrocious wars, hunger
and disease is a human, moral and legal duty and time is of the essence when
it comes to finding solutions.

José Antonio Moreno Díaz,
President of the Group on Fundamental
Rights and the Rule of Law

Civil society has always been at
the forefront of bringing forward
change and reform. It’s difficult
and it can be threatening
but it is possible.
Seamus Boland,
Vice-President of the
Diversity Europe Group

PRIORITIES AND MAJOR THEMES IN 2019
EESC achievements 2019
looking back to move forward

A STRONGER CIVIL SOCIETY GLOBALLY
The EESC’s priorities for EU external relations are development, neighbouring
countries and trade. They include:
• strengthening civil society organisations in neighbouring and third countries;
• promoting social and civil dialogue;
• involving civil society effectively in international agreements;
• supporting common causes, such as sustainable development, the fight against
climate change, good governance, human rights and decent employment.
These initiatives are guided by a firm commitment to the idea that local action
has much wider, global implications. Strong engagement with civil society across
borders is fundamental to peace and prosperity in Europe and beyond.

Development: raising the profile of ACP civil society
The EESC continued its efforts to move to a modern, equal and effective
partnership with the ACP countries. This should transcend the donorrecipient relationship and be based on a coherent and integrated EU
external policy. The United Nations Economic Commission for Africa
(UNECA) attended the EESC’s annual meeting of the EU-Africa Economic
and Social Stakeholders’ Network for the first time on 3 and 4 July 2019,
marking a decisive step towards our ultimate goal of a ‘partnership of
equals’ with Africa.

© Shutterstock: Arthimedes
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6th Meeting EU-Africa
Economic and Social
stakeholders’ network

3-4 July 2019 | Room JDE 63
Jacques Delors Building | Rue Belliard 99 | Brussels

Honoured to open the 6th meeting of the
EU-Africa Economic and Social Stakeholders’
network with Mr Mulewicz from the #EU_ACP
Follow-up Committee. Over the past years, our
joint efforts have greatly contributed to the
involvement of #CivilSociety in the #EUAfrica
Partnership.

The future of Africa is the future
of Europe and the EU-Africa
partnership is an investment
in our shared future.
Luca Jahier,
President of the EESC
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Enforcing international trade rules
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Civil society played an increasingly crucial role in ensuring that partners
abide by all their obligations under trade agreements. Following
repeated complaints by the EU Domestic Advisory Group
(DAG) that the Republic of Korea was not complying with
international labour rights standards and commitments,
European Economic and Social Committee
the EU launched a dispute settlement procedure under the
9 December 2019
EU-Korea trade agreement. A new EU DAG was set up under the
EESC | JDE 2252 | Brussels
2019 EU-Japan Economic Partnership Agreement to enable civil
society monitoring of the Trade and Sustainable Development
chapter. The 17th EU-China Round Table reaffirmed the partners’
1st meeting of the
shared commitment to sustainable development. Civil society
EU Domestic Advisory Group under
remained the voice of reason in the fluctuating relationship with
the EU-Japan Economic Partnership Agreement
China.

All aspects of sustainability
should be considered when it
comes to international trade.
Alberto Mazzola,
President of the International Trade
Follow-up Committee

The EESC continued its activities in trade-related follow-up committees,
closely monitoring developments in EU-US relations and in strengthening the
EU’s relations with Canada, with a particular focus on disinformation, the role
of the media, and promotion of Western values. To mark the 25th anniversary of
the European Economic Area (EEA), the EEA Consultative Committee adopted a
resolution on the Benefits of 25 years of the EEA Agreement for the EEA countries.
The ongoing debate on WTO reform also remained high on the EESC’s
agenda. The International Trade Follow-up Committee strongly endorsed the
WTO commitment to adapt the rules of international trade to reflect global
challenges like climate change.

Neighbourhood: increasing civil society dialogue

The Eastern Partnership is one
of our top priorities and we are
convinced that our relationship
should be one of equal
partnership, in which each side
is beneficial to the other.
A strong, secure and
prosperous neighbourhood
means a strong, secure and
prosperous European Union.
Dilyana Slavova,
President of the EESC’s Section for
External Relations (REX)

The EESC supports the civil society initiatives around the Mediterranean, which are
creating new links between civil society organisations in the region. The Euromed
Summit (22 and 23 October 2019) underlined civil society’s capacity to bring about
economic and social change in the southern neighbourhood.
In the context of an opinion on 10 years of Eastern Partnership, the EESC organised
a high-level conference (on 5 September 2019) in which the participants from all
the eastern neighbours and from the EU formulated a common civil society vision
for the future of this unique partnership.
In line with its focus on enforcement, the EESC and its partner countries monitored
implementation of the association agreements with Moldova, Georgia and Ukraine,
and made joint recommendations to the Parties.
Finally, the EESC took preliminary steps to establish a civil society platform with
Armenia under the EU-Armenia Comprehensive and Enhanced Partnership
Agreement. The EESC continued to strengthen networks with the social partners
and civil society organisations in the Western Balkans. The final declaration
of the EESC’s 7th Western Balkans Civil Society Forum (16 and 17 April 2019)
underlined the Committee’s position on the EU enlargement process, and also
provided recommendations for closer involvement of civil society in areas such as
the enlargement process, regional cooperation, democracy, and the rule of law.
In a resolution on 31 October 2019, the EESC expressed its deep concern about
EU leaders’ decision to further postpone opening accession negotiations with
North Macedonia and Albania at the European Council of October.

PRIORITIES AND MAJOR THEMES IN 2019
EESC achievements 2019
looking back to move forward

SOCIAL AND TERRITORIAL COHESION
Cohesion policy with a strategic vision
© Shutterstock: microstock3D

Cohesion policy is one of the most important tools for reducing
disparities in the level of development between regions. However,
the added value of cohesion policy has lately come into question,
PUBLIC HEARING
due in part to the pressure that current challenges are exerting on
The future of
Cohesion policy in the
the EU decision-making process. The EESC believes that cohesion
post-2020 period
policy creates jobs, sustainable growth and modern infrastructure,
overcomes structural barriers, boosts human capital, and improves
22/02/2019 | 9:30 | EESC – JDE 62
people’s quality of life. At the Romanian Presidency’s request, the EESC
drew up an opinion on the most recent developments with a view to a
successful cohesion policy in the post-2020 period. The EESC deplores the proposal
to cut the cohesion policy budget for 2021-2027 and believes that a new ambitious
and clear European strategy is needed that is aligned with the UN 2030 Agenda and
its Sustainable Development Goals.
The EESC is strongly

Enhancing the political and social sustainability
of the Energy Union
Achieving the EU’s long-term objectives for a climate-neutral economy will require
systemic changes at regional and local level. EU cohesion policy is helping regions
and Member States to modernise their economies and to realise the clean energy
transition. In its annual analysis of the State of the Energy Union, the EESC took stock
of the successes and shortcomings of the Energy Union project launched in early
2015. While much has been achieved by the European Commission, the EESC still
identified a lack of ambition in addressing energy poverty and other social questions
relating to decarbonising Europe’s economy. For this reason, in autumn 2019 the
Committee embarked on an evaluation of the social and societal dimensions of the
Energy Union based on consulting stakeholders in several Member States directly.
The EESC also addressed the issue of social housing. Excessive housing costs are
a problem that no longer affects only the most disadvantaged groups in society.
The EESC stresses that housing policy must therefore promote the supply of decent,
energy-efficient and affordable homes for all.

European Economic and Social Committee

convinced that a futureproof cohesion policy must
be open to all regions and
provide the necessary tools
to meet future challenges
such as embracing new
technologies, achieving a
high level of competitiveness
and managing the transition
towards sustainable
development whilst
creating quality jobs.
Stefano Mallia,
rapporteur

#EESCplenary consistently applies citizencentred perspectives to #EnergyUnion!
Hence, we need
1. A social pact for the energy transition
2. Permanent citizen dialogue with real
influence on policy decisions
3. Creation of an EU Energy Information Service
http://europa.eu/!WM96KV

There is no fight against climate
change without the social dimension
of housing. Better social housing is the
guarantee of success in taking climate
action: quality housing means a better
life for citizens and this will bring about
a successful climate transition.
Pierre Jean Coulon,
President of the EESC’s Section for Transport,
Energy, Infrastructure and the Information
Society (TEN)
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Brexit follow-up
The UK has a relationship
with the EU which is
built over 45 years of EU
membership. It is therefore a
special relationship, which the
EESC, as the representative
of organised civil society, is
determined to preserve.
We must prepare the ground
work required to ensure that
the relationship can and
will continue even in a
post-Brexit era.
Stefano Mallia,
President of the
Brexit Follow-up Group

The Brexit Follow-up Group, created on 16 June 2017, had a very fruitful year in 2019
in fulfilling its mission of monitoring the evolutions of the UK’s withdrawal from the
EU and assessing the potential need for reactions or positions of the EESC.
It undertook 3 fact-finding missions to assess the current situation and to take stock
of socio-economic and political actors in the UK’s devolved nations and in England.
It also held several important meetings firstly in Northern Ireland (Belfast) on 25 and
26 June 2019, in Scotland (Edinburgh, Glasgow and Irvine) on 17 and 18 September
2019 and lastly in Wales (Cardiff) on 12 and 13 November 2019.

EU coal regions in transition
In moving beyond coal and carbon-intensive technologies, the EU energy system
faces a period of profound technological, economic and social change that will affect
many energy sectors, including the coal industry, which has implications for the
coal-mining regions of the EU. These regions have to prepare for the phasing-out
of coal production, either to comply with EU energy and climate policy decisions
on fossil fuel use or for economic reasons. The EESC has continued its series of round
tables on coal transition. In 2019, there were visits to the United Kingdom, Spain,
Poland and Greece. This activity complements that of the European Commission’s
Platform on Coal Regions in Transition.

We decided to make this kind
of visions to be able to come to
the spot, to try to put together
all the different stakeholders
to ease the discussion when
it is necessary and useful and
could help.
Lucie Studničná,
President of the EESC’s Consultative
Commission on Industrial Change
(CCMI)

© Shutterstock
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Round table on coal
regions in transition
LESSONS LEARNT IN POLAND

06/09/2019 - 9.30 a.m. –1 p.m.
Central Mining Institute, Katowice, Poland
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SAY HI TO NEW EESC LOGO!
In 2019, the EESC adopted a new logo featuring the European flag and a graphic
design representing the dynamic of consensus-building between the EESC’s three
groups.

European Economic
and Social Committee

FOCUS ON COMMUNICATION
EESC achievements 2019
looking back to move forward

THE EESC ON SOCIAL MEDIA
Facebook:
www.eesc.europa.eu/facebook
Twitter:
www.eesc.europa.eu/twitter
Instagram:
www.eesc.europa.eu/instagram
You Tube:
www.eesc.europa.eu/youtube
LinkedIn:
www.linkedin.com/company/european-economic-social-committee

Follow us!
To make the most of all possible opportunities for dialogue with the European public,
the EESC also has a social media presence, concentrating on Twitter, Instagram,
Facebook, LinkedIn and YouTube. Plenary debates can be followed on social media
via @EU_EESC or by using the hashtag #EESCplenary. In 2019, an Instagram account
(@EU_civilsociety) was launched as a less formal platform on which to share the
EESC’s work.

The EESC is on Instagram!
We took on a new social media adventure
in December 2019, in order to come closer
to younger audiences. @eu_civilsociety is
presenting the EESC, its members and their
work from a different angle than on its other
social media channels (Twitter, Facebook and
LinkedIn). We want to inspire young Europeans
with our work but also hear their stories and
opinions, and connect with their organisations
and businesses.
Follow @eu_civilsociety for a look
#InsideEESC!

www.eesc.europa.eu/instagram/
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Facebook followers

Twitter followers

Linkedin followers

Instagram followers

2019

32 600

43 300

14 500

1 105*

2018

24 486

36 634

9 407

–

2017

20 674

31 053

7 829

–

2016

16 352

25 303

6 728

–

2015

10 659

21 190

–

–
* NEW since October 2019

Top five events on EESC social media in 2019
• rEUnaissance event with Greta Thunberg: 21 February 2019
• Migration Forum: 3-4 April 2019
• Circular Economy Forum: 6-7 March 2019
• Civil Society Days: 12-13 June 2019
• European Citizens’ Initiative Day: 2 April 2019

European Economic and Social Committee

6-7 March 2019
#CircularEconomy

#InvestEU

#CEstakeholderEU
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PRESSING ENGAGEMENTS
In 2019, the EESC increased its use of social media and other platforms and tools
(e.g. web stories) to reach journalists, including targeted national and specialised
reporters across Europe. The EESC event that received by far the most media
attention was the conference Civil Society for rEUnaissance, which took place on
21 February 2019 on the EESC president’s initiative. The attendance of climate activist
Greta Thunberg ensured that the event itself and subsequent press conference
attracted no fewer than 350 journalists and 14 TV crews. The social media activity
and media presence generated a record 750 press cuttings. On the evening of
21 February, a large number of TV stations opened their evening news broadcast
with reports on the event in Brussels.

WIDER PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT, FROM SCHOOL
VISITS TO HOSTING GROUPS
As well as meeting citizens in their own countries, the EESC actively encourages
people from all over Europe to come to Brussels and see for themselves how it
represents their interests. In 2019, the EESC received 11 144 visitors as part of over
441 group tours. In addition, the annual Open Day on 4 May 2019 attracted some
2 619 visitors.

Visitors

Groups

2019

11 144

441

2018

9 419

424

2017

7 847

342

2016

7 371

312

2015

9 230

355
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EXPLORING CULTURES

© Suzanne Jongmans

© Shutterstock

Europe’s immensely rich and diverse heritage plays a significant role in the
European economy and helps generate growth and jobs, while contributing to the
development of our societies. In the EESC, we believe in the value of culture and
its crucial role in securing sustainability and inclusive societies. The EESC organised
18 cultural events in 2019. Apart from the ones linked to the Romanian and Finnish
Presidencies, most cultural events were organised in conjunction with certain
section meetings to highlight the work done by the EESC in specific fields. Events
ranged from photo and painting exhibitions to music performances, film screenings
and study presentations. Some of these were attended by as many as 300 people.

What’s “old” anyway?

Staying creative after retirement

Qu’est-ce qu’être vieux au juste?

Kindred Spirits

Rester
créatif
après la retraite
Regulation
Règlement

Regulation Règlement

Photography Exhibition of artist Suzanne Jongmans |
European Economic and Social Committee
Comité économique et social européen
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21|01 – 08|02|2019

57

FOYER 6 |

50

EESC | Jacques Delors Building
Rue Belliard 99 | 1040 Brussels

European Economic and Social Committee
{ Culture
} expo
Comité économique et social
européen

{ Culture } expo

{ Culture } expo

Exposition des photographies de l’artiste Suzanne Jongmans

04|03 – 29|03|2019
FOYER 6 |

EESC | Jacques Delors Building
Rue Belliard 99 | 1040 Brussels

European Economic and Social Committee
Comité économique et social européen

© Torleif Svensson

{ Culture } expo
{ Culture } expo

European Economic and Social Committee
Comité économique et social européen

Cultural Exhibition | Exposition culturelle

“The Man who mends women”

Screening of the documentary on the life and work of Dr Denis Mukwege (2018 Nobel Peace Prize winner)

Romanian landscapes of my heart
Les paysages roumains de mon cœur
On the occasion of the 60th anniversary
of the entry into force of Regulation 1/1958,
the exhibition is a tribute to a multilingual Europe.
A l’occasion du 60e anniversaire
de l’entrée en vigueur du règlement nº 1/1958,
l’exposition rend hommage à l’Europe multilingue.

«L’homme qui répare les femmes»

Projection du film documentaire sur la vie et le travail du docteur Denis Mukwege (Lauréat du prix Nobel de la paix 2018)

Regulation Règlement

European Economic and Social Committee
Comité économique et social européen
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{ Culture } film

06|03|2019

ATRIUM 6 |

EESC | Jacques Delors Building
Rue Belliard 99 | 1040 Brussels

Regulation Règlement

Photography Exhibition of Sorin Onișor
Exposition des photographies de Sorin Onișor

European Economic and Social Committee
Comité économique et social européen
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{{ Culture
Culture }} expo
expo

23|04 – 26|05|2019
FOYER 6 |

EESC | Jacques Delors Building
Rue Belliard 99 | 1040 Brussels

European Economic and Social Committee
Comité économique et social européen
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CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS OF THE YEAR
• International Women’s Day event on 8 March: screening of the documentary
The Man who mends women on the life and work of Congolese doctor
Denis Mukwege. In 2018, Dr Mukwege was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize with
Nadia Murad ‘for their efforts to end the use of sexual violence as a weapon of
war and armed conflict’.
• Celebrating 30 years since the fall of the Berlin wall, a photography exhibition
was organised of work by the Greek photographer Constantin Pittas, who
travelled to around 17 countries between 1985 and 1989 capturing different
realities in Europe in the era of the Iron Curtain.

© Jesús Montoia Oribe

Kirja, a Finnish Story
Kirja, une histoire finlandaise

|

© Noémie Kreitlow

Post-industrial Societies
Art & Crisis of Values

Sociétés post-industrielles
Art & crise des valeurs

Regulation Règlement

European Economic and Social Committee
Comité économique et social européen
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Artwork exhibition by Jesús Montoia Oribe
Exposition d’œuvres d’art de Jesús Montoia Oribe

Photography Exhibition of Noémie Kreitlow
Exposition des photographies de Noémie Kreitlow

03|06 – 30|06|2019

European Economic and Social Committee
Comité économique et social européen

FOYER 6 |

EESC | Jacques Delors Building
Rue Belliard 99 | 1040 Brussels

64

50

European Economic and Social Committee
Comité économique et social européen

{{ Culture
Culture }} expo
expo

Images of Another Europe
Images d’une autre Europe

23|09 – 25|10|2019
FOYER 6 |

EESC | Jacques Delors Building
Rue Belliard 99 | 1040 Brussels

European Economic and Social Committee
Comité économique et social européen

Industrial heritage
of the town of Sisak

1985-1989

Past & Present

Photography Exhibition of Constantin Pittas
Exposition des photographies de Constantin Pittas

Le patrimoine industriel
de la ville de Sisak
Passé et présent

©City Museum of Sisak l ©Siscia Obscura Photo Gallery

Photography Exhibition
Exposition de photographies

© Constantin Pittas

{ Culture } expo
{ Culture } expo

{ Culture } expo

|

European Economic and Social Committee
Comité économique et social européen
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28|10 – 22|11|2019
FOYER 6 |

EESC | Jacques Delors Building
Rue Belliard 99 | 1040 Brussels

European Economic and Social Committee
Comité économique et social européen

European Economic and Social Committee
Comité économique et social européen
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{ Culture } expo

25|11 – 20|12|2019
FOYER 6 |

EESC | Jacques Delors Building
Rue Belliard 99 | 1040 Brussels
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SOME KEY FIGURES FOR 2019
2019 was a busy and rewarding year for the European Economic and Social Committee.

29 October 2019

European Economic
and Social Committee

350

5 years

127

706

43 300

Adoption of a new EESC
logo matching the logos of
the other EU institutions,
with the EU flag central and
a grey design symbolising
the three groups and their
dynamic way of reaching
consensus
Total number of
journalists who attended
the February 2019
rEUnaissance event
thanks, in part, to Greta
Thunberg’s presence.
Social media activity and
media presence reached a
record of around 750 press
cuttings
Members are nominated
by national governments
and appointed by the
Council of the European
Union for a renewable
5-year term of office.
We will welcome new
members in October 2020
Number of opinions
and information reports
adopted in 2019

Total staff in the EESC’s
administration, managed
by the secretary-general

32 600

Followers on Facebook

14 500

Followers on LinkedIn

December

EESC launched its
Instagram account

24

EESC opinions available
in all 24 official
EU languages

11 144

Number of visitors
welcomed in 2019, mostly
members of civil society
organisations and students
specialising in European
affairs; the Open Day on
4 May 2019 attracted
2 619 visitors

18

Cultural events in 2019 as
part of the EESC’s drive to
frame a positive narrative
for Europe

2.52 million

Number of page views of
the EESC’s website; new
features in 2019 included
an automated opinion
timeline, user interactivity,
platforms and event sites

55

Number of trainees; twice
a year the EESC offers
paid internships to give
young graduates valuable
work experience. Check
our website for more
information

Followers on Twitter
Top Twitter moments:
• Convention with Greta
Thunberg
• Migration Forum
• Circular Economy Forum
• Civil Society Days
• European Citizens’
Initiative Day

SOME KEY FIGURES FOR 2019
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Zero

Amount of plastic in the
EESC's canteen: this is
the first EU institution
canteen to go plastic-free.
Disposable plastic and
plastic packaging are no
longer used

74%

Percentage reduction in
paper consumption at the
EESC since 2009

38.47%

Percentage of EESC staff
using eco-friendly forms of
transport:
• 5.91% came to work by
bike
• 32.56% came to work by
public transport

450 kg

Amount of food left over
from events and donated
to the charity La Source

€50 000

… and much more

€138.5 million

The EESC’s total budget;
accuracy, efficiency and
accountability are key to a
balanced budget, validated
by the Commission and
adopted by the European
Council and Parliament

Total value of the EESC
civil society prize. Each
year the EESC invites civil
society organisations and
individuals to apply for
its flagship prize, which
rewards and encourages
initiatives by civil society
organisations or individuals
that make a significant
contribution to promoting
European identity and
integration. It is open to all
civil society organisations
officially registered within
the European Union and
acting at local, regional,
national or European level
and to individuals legally
resident in the territory of
the EU
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USEFUL LINKS

EESC Annual Activity Report 2019:
www.eesc.europa.eu/en/about
EESC website:
www.eesc.europa.eu

Facebook:
www.eesc.europa.eu/facebook

Twitter:
www.eesc.europa.eu/twitter

Instagram:
www.eesc.europa.eu/instagram

You Tube:
www.eesc.europa.eu/youtube

LinkedIn:
www.linkedin.com/company/european-economic-social-committee
EESC president’s website:
www.eesc.europa.eu/president
EESC president on Twitter:
https://twitter.com/EESC_President
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