REPORT | YOUTH EVENT

United in diversity:
a younger future for
European culture

11 April 2013
Belgrade Youth Center

YOUR EUROPE,
YOUR SAY! 2018
15 and 16
MARCH

2

FINAL REPORT

3

There should be more
interaction between
European teenagers
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I’ve never met as
many foreign people
as I have today – they
are all so nice

Young people and the European Economic
and Social Committee (EESC)
The European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) is the voice of civil society in the European
Union and regularly opens its doors to the social partners, grassroots organisations and the general
public. A major concern for the EESC is engaging in constructive dialogue with the younger
generation, who not only need more information about the EU, but also have a lot to say themselves
regarding their future as European citizens.
To this end the EESC launched a youth event in 2010 called Your Europe, Your Say! (YEYS), in
which secondary school pupils from all over Europe gather to discuss a topical subject and propose
resolutions for future European policies in that field.
The resolutions are then debated and submitted to a vote by the participants, who choose the
best three using the same voting system as the EESC members. The Committee then follows up on
the resolutions, which includes forwarding them to the European Commission and the European
Parliament.
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It is no use learning if we are
not giving back

Europe should be
brought closer to us

YEYS 2018
The ninth edition of Your Europe, Your Say! took place during the European Year of Cultural
Heritage (EYCH), an initiative to celebrate cultural heritage and bring it closer to citizens.
The heading for the young people’s debates was: United in diversity: a younger future for
European culture – can European youth take European culture to heart? The event and its
key subject underlined the importance of strengthening the participation of young people in
civil society, while drawing on their thoughts about cultural diversity. YEYS 2018 went beyond the
established arts and culture industry to address the cultural experiences and aspirations of young
Europeans – and how they contribute to shaping, embracing and also critically reflecting European
culture.
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Preparing for the event
Secondary schools from the 28 EU Member States and the five candidate countries (Albania,
Montenegro, Serbia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, and Turkey) can apply to take
part in YEYS. In 2018 there were around 600 applications, and 33 schools from each country were
selected by drawing lots. The selected schools then chose three pupils to send to YEYS in Brussels.
In the two months preceding YEYS, every school was visited by a member of the EESC. The visits
were announced in a press release for the national media and on the three social networks where
the event has a profile: Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.
On 15 March, 99 pupils aged 16 and 17, accompanied by 34 teachers, entered the premises of the
EESC in Brussels, bringing their voices, languages, cultures and their enthusiasm and fresh ideas.

Everyone should have
opportunities regardless
of money or background

It is your actions that matter,
not who you are or where you come from
7

EESC members visiting the schools:
a first contact with the EU
The main Your Europe, Your Say! event happens over two days, but the Your Europe, Your Say!
experience lasts much longer, and offers EESC members and young people the chance to interact
with and learn from each other.
• Once schools from all countries have registered online for a chance to participate in YEYS, the
EESC holds a ballot to choose one school (with another school in reserve) to send a delegation
to the event.
• In the months leading up to YEYS, the Committee’s members visit the chosen schools in their
own countries or in EU candidate countries. These visits are a key part of the EESC’s Going
Local strategy, and give members an opportunity to inform young people about important
discussions and debates happening in Brussels and to let them know about the work of the
EESC.
• The visits also allow the pupils taking part in the event to brainstorm ideas, prepare their
contributions to YEYS, and learn from EESC members about debating in a multinational
environment.
• Extensive coverage of these visits by local, regional and national media raises the EESC’s visibility.
This coverage is enabled by cooperation between the EESC Communication Department, the
Translation Service and the Permanent Representations of the
European Commission in the Member States and delegations
in the candidate countries. Journalists are present at the event,
which is also covered by our social media and press releases.

There is no such thing
as a small country in
terms of culture
EESC Member
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Coming from small villages, many
of these pupils know little about the
EU, but this event helps to open their
minds and teach them about Europe
Teacher

We Europeans may not
have the same culture, but
we share the same values

Brussels’ multiculturalism
in action
The event was opened in the afternoon on 15 March by the EESC vicepresident responsible for communication, Gonçalo Lobo Xavier, and the EESC
secretary-general, Luis Planas. Welcoming the pupils and their teachers, the
vice-president encouraged them to believe in the value of their ideas and to
defend them with passion. The afternoon wound up with an icebreaker session
during which first impressions were exchanged, with playful insights into
cultural differences and similarities across the group.
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Opening session
In the morning of 16 March the participants gathered in a plenary session chaired by EESC
vice-president Gonçalo Lobo Xavier. Welcoming the pupils and their teachers, EESC president
Georges Dassis reminded everyone that the European project has its roots in the democracy of
Athens. He said that the younger generations were lucky to enjoy the fruits of over 60 years of
peace, stability and improved living and working conditions.
This year Your Europe, Your Say! also had the pleasure of listening to Sneška Quaedvlieg-Mihailović,
secretary-general of Europa Nostra, an organisation representing citizens’ initiatives to cherish and

To make Europe better we have
to work together: act, think,
express your points of view
G. Dassis
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What is the heart and soul of
Europe? Culture and heritage
S. Quaedvlieg-Mihailović

preserve Europe’s cultural heritage. She gave a passionate
speech emphasising that Europe, with its formidable shared
cultural heritage, also has a shared responsibility to pass a truly
rich legacy on to future generations. She stressed that building a
peaceful and prosperous Europe can be achieved only through
involving European citizens, and that the European project should
be based not only on the economy, but also on culture.
The final speaker of the morning session was the 25-year old
Greek-Belgian actress Daphne Patakia, who won the 2016 Berlin
Shooting Stars award. Daphne delivered a powerful speech reflecting
on her experiences as an actress in a sector where women are rarely
given leading roles. She also highlighted the importance of the arts
in bringing people
together, and how
diversity strengthens and enriches the
creative processes
of the theatre and of
movie-making.

My dream for the future is
a Europe where all cultures
mix in an artistic way
D. Patakia

In the Q&A session that followed, the floor was given to teachers
and pupils. The teachers were united in their message that pupils
should try to maintain the delicate balance between preserving
Europe’s diversity while at the same time building as many bridges
as possible. The pupils launched into a lively debate about the
multiple links between economic, cultural and social unity, as well
as gender equality in the cultural industry.
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We want more opportunities
for everybody to travel and
work in Europe
We want to avoid
elitism and to
popularise culture
Cultural heritage should
be open, dynamic and
progressive

Workshop sessions
The pupils took part in two workshop sessions to discuss their ideas on the political, economic and
social aspects of the future of culture in Europe. They reflected on the question “What Europe, in
cultural terms, do you want to live in?”, and addressed the steps they needed to take in order to turn
their vision into a reality.
Guided by professional moderators, the pupils followed an “open space” approach. Ten
multinational groups of pupils were formed, each to produce a set of ideas for a resolution. In
the second workshop session, each group debated on the specific tools needed to achieve their
strategic vision for a culturally prosperous Europe. They created interactive posters to visualise and
present their ideas, while developing a short and to-the-point proposal. The posters and proposals
were subsequently presented in the plenary session.

12

This is the first time I have
felt that I have a say

Plenary session
The moment had come for each group of pupils to take the floor and present their proposal to the
plenary session. Then the young participants voted on the proposals, choosing the following top
three (the first two being joint winners):

1
1
3

ex aequo

Language trips – the opportunity to discover other cultures through
travelling

Preserve culture, learn from the past, and use it to build the future

ex aequo

Experiment with culture
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1

ex aequo

1

ex aequo

Language trips – the opportunity
to discover other cultures
through travelling
During summer holidays, teenagers and
students (from age 13) undertake a twoweek to two-month language exchange,
including cultural and sports activities.
Staying in host families, they explore
cultural diversity through their personal
experiences. The exchanges are to receive
financial support from the EU so that
they are accessible to everyone – thereby
upholding the principles of inclusiveness
and equal rights.

Preserve culture, learn from
the past, and use it to build
the future
(1) House of Cuisine
In the EU House of Cuisine, located in the
smaller towns of every Member State of
the EU, guests can try out different typical
dishes and culinary specialities from across
the EU. The service includes detailed
explanations of the origin, preparation and
cultural meaning of the dish.
(2) EU CRAFT programme
The EU CRAFT programme supports and
promotes traditional handicrafts, through
the creation of patents as well as a digital
market platform. Through boosting the
image of the crafts, we make young people
passionate about their cultural identities,
enabling them to connect the past to the present and creatively build the future.
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3

Experiment with culture
We believe culture should not be locked behind a glass
door. We want to break down the stereotypes of elitist
cultural activities and bring about a cultural revolution
whereby culture becomes truly accessible and shared.
We propose organising travelling thematic festivals,
decentralising art exhibitions and bringing works of art
to the regions and smaller cities, following the example
of the Centre Pompidou Mobile. We suggest mixing
older elements of culture with modern ones. It is about
more than preservation: culture needs the freedom
to evolve. Lastly, we propose focusing attention on
the rehabilitation of female figures in our cultural
heritage.

After the vote, the pupils gathered one last time for a cultural evening with performances of
traditional national poems, songs and dances. However, the story most certainly does not finish
here. The impressions and messages that pupils and teachers take home with them, which they
share with their friends and family members upon their return, ensure that Your Europe, Your Say!
is amplified well beyond the duration of the event in Brussels.
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ANNEXES

Participating groups
Useful websites
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Participating groups
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ALBANIA

AUSTRIA

BELGIUM

BULGARIA

CROATIA

CYPRUS

CZECH REPUBLIC

DENMARK

ESTONIA

FINLAND

FRANCE

FYROM

GERMANY

GREECE

HUNGARY
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ITALY

LATVIA

LITHUANIA

LUXEMBOURG

MALTA

MONTENEGRO

NETHERLANDS

POLAND

ROMANIA

PORTUGAL

SLOVAKIA

SERBIA

SPAIN

SLOVENIA

TURKEY

SWEDEN

UNITED KINGDOM
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Everybody should feel
safe in expressing their
culture
Build bridges,
not walls

Useful websites
YEYS website:
www.eesc.europa.eu/YEYS2018
EYCH website:
https://europa.eu/cultural-heritage
2018 video:
www.eesc.europa.eu/en/agenda/our-events/events/your-europe-your-say-2018/video-2018
YEYS on FB:
youreuropeyoursay
YEYS on Twitter:
youreurope
YEYS on Instagram:
youreurope
Towards an EU strategy for international cultural relations: EESC opinion, 2017
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-work/opinions-information-reports/opinions/
towards-eu-strategy-international-cultural-relations
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