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The day the power of love 
overrules the love of power, 
the world will know peace.
Mahatma Gandhi

People only accept change when
they are faced with necessity,
and only recognize necessity
when a crisis is upon them. 
Jean Monnet

The world will never starve 
for want of wonders; but
only for want of wonder.

G.K. Chesterton
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Dreaming the Europe
of tomorrow

The philosopher Aristotle once declared that ‘Hope is a waking dream’. Europe was built on 
hope, and it should continue to reinvent itself on that premise. 

During my term in office, I will strive to mobilise organised civil society to take on a strong civic 
engagement for our sustainable European future. We have no time to waste: We need to 
unleash the energy of this common dream and work for a re-energised European Union.

I would not presume to provide an exhaustive answer over the next two and a half years, but 
I will work relentlessly to forge unity, dynamism and a new direction in the EU. 

I will fight against the polarisation of our societies, against the increasing nationalist and populist 
trends and against a shrinking civic space, which are threatening our own democratic values. 

Since the 1950s, European integration has been pursued with great success. After centuries of 
discord, war and constantly shifting frontiers displacing populations, the European project has 
made it possible to establish peace, security, prosperity and solidarity, though much still 
remains to be done. In recent years, consensus has been reached on key joint initiatives such 
as the European Pillar of Social Rights and the EU Defence Cooperation Pact.

That is not to say that we should be 
complacent. There is a lot of uncertainty 
on the horizon, both within the EU and 
externally. 
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The EU is unarguably going 
through five fundamental 

transformations

• Firstly, an economic transformation: the fourth industrial revolution, raising significant 
ethical questions and educational, social and economic challenges and opportunities;

• Secondly, an energy and ecological transformation, towards a circular, low-carbon 
economy that respects the finite resources of our planet and gives a key role to citizens and 
local communities;

• Thirdly, a deep social transformation, with a changing labour market and welfare state, a 
greater role for new actors and social innovation and a crucial need to strengthen the European 
social model for all generations;

• Fourthly, a democratic and participatory transformation. Shrinking civic spaces, bias 
introduced by misinformation, new forms of illiberalism and growing challenges to EU values 
are clear threats to our democracies;  

• Lastly, a geopolitical transition in international relations, which can be summarised by the 
swift change from cooperative competition to disruptive confrontation, from trade to security, 
from growing tensions to real wars at EU borders. 

Despite these huge shifts, we should not be the spectators of change, but rather become the 
shapers of those transformations.

We need to engage and forge a new positive narrative for Europe, and revive civic engagement to 
harvest a sustainable European future.
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Guided by humanism, science
and progress 

As the philosopher Immanuel Kant said in the 18th century, we must ‘dare to understand’.

In the 21st century, we need to ‘dare to understand’ again. Guided by reason, humanism, science 
and progress. Not guided by prejudice, fear, distrust or hate.

This rationality does not negate emotion. Hope, love, frustration, fear, joy – these emotions 
bind us together. Emotions touch upon the very essence of what it means to be ‘alive’. Ignoring 
emotions means ignoring our humanity, ignoring our need to connect and … dream. 

I am more and more convinced that Europe needs today a new ‘Renaissance’.
   

The Renaissance was a vast and powerful humanistic revolution, which re-
established the real dimension of culture in its concrete relationship with 
science, the art of government and the organisation of economic and social 
life and founded the modern transformation of Europe. 

Humanism developed as a reaction to the rigid and narrow teachings of 
medieval Scholasticism, which promoted the education of a small portion of 
the population to prepare them to become doctors, lawyers, or theologians.

The humanist movement emerged as an alternative path of education and civic engagement. It 
emphasised the benefits of creating a citizenry equipped with the ability to converse intelligently 
and participate in civic life to promote the betterment of humankind.

In 2019, the world will honour Leonardo Da Vinci, 500 years after his death. Leonardo’s life and 
work reflected the popular humanist ideals that shaped the Renaissance era. In many ways, he 
reflects the fundamental components of the Renaissance, as his interests spanned the fields of 
art, architecture, music, science, mathematics, anatomy, geology, and botany. 

One of da Vinci’s famous drawings, ‘Vitruvian Man’, reflects his intersecting interests in art and 
science.

‘Homo faber ipsius fortunae’ – Man is the artisan of his fortune. Today, we need a similar process.

The EESC represents the thousand declensions of this Europe of doing. Let us mobilise this force 
for real and become – together – the architects of the new rEUnaissance.
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Three priorities for
a unifying agenda giving 
tomorrow’s Europe and
our Youth a real chance

DARE A SUSTAINABLE EUROPE
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Sustainable 
Development 

To give this rEUnaissance a real chance, we must pick up the pace of reform 
to transition to a European Union of sustainable development.  

Sustainable development can provide the necessary re-
sponses to all five of the transformations set out above. 

Europe must be sustainable – or it will not be at all. 
Agenda 2030 is a win-win comprehensive strategy 
for employers, for workers and for the whole planet. 
It is a real political project that is good for economic 
growth and competitiveness, good for social justice, 
and good for climate change and, of course, sustainable 
development.

The EESC has authored many innovative opinions 
in this field. Now, we need to strive towards their 
implementation: the Agenda represents tremendous 
opportunities for investment, in the order of trillions 
of dollars, and yet, despite growing momentum for 
investment in sustainable development, there is still a 
significant funding gap.

At the EESC we are at the forefront of this strategy, and 
we are cooperating very closely with the European 
Commission. When it comes to the circular economy, 
the EESC’s know-how and commitment are undisputed.

We should not, in fulfilling the needs of the present, 
compromise the ability of future generations to meet 
their own needs, and we must not neglect the need to 
respect the planet and ensure that no-one is left behind.

Now is the time to rethink our growth models and 
to balance economic prosperity with environmental 
sustainability, social inclusion and cohesion, quality 

employment and democratic participation. The EU 
must maintain its momentum, and embrace change. 

One thing is certain: this transformation can only be 
achieved through bottom-up initiatives by local and 
regional authorities, with civil society and citizens 
playing a key role. 

Business has a pivotal role to play in this agenda for 
change. But without the strong involvement of our 
trade unions and all other civil society organisations, we 
will be unable to tackle inequalities and deliver what I 
consider the new Social and Economic Contract for 
the 21st Century! 

Strategic actions:
• Popularise sustainable development: Make sure civil 

society grasps the urgency of implementing Agenda 
2030

• Fight to mainstream sustainable development into 
all policy areas

• Turn the EESC into a focal point for information and 
action on sustainable development in the EU

• Spread the word on innovative EESC approaches that 
involve complementing the quantitative indicators 
provided by the European Commission with qualita-
tive indicators developed by civil society

• Keep sustainable development high on the political 
agenda during the European election campaign and 
in the next legislative cycle.
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Peace
As we commemorate the 100th anniversary of the end of the First World War, 
we should not take peace for granted.

Reconciliation and peace are the greatest achieve-
ments of the European Union. By interlinking our 
economies and people, and by perfecting the art of 
compromise, we have created the most reliable sys-
tem for long-term peace in the world. 

But the threat of global conflict is flaring up in the light 
of recent geopolitical shifts. 

For the very first time since its creation, the EU is 
being challenged by the divorce of one of its Member 
States from the Union (Brexit) and by growing 
tensions in its neighbourhood – the Balkans, Southern 
Mediterranean and Eastern borders. 

At home, some are failing to uphold fundamental 
rights and the values of freedom, solidarity, 
democracy and rule of law. We are shattered 
by the rising antisemitism, racism, terrorism and 
protectionism. Infringing on the rights of civil society 
to meet and organise themselves has ceased to be 
politically incorrect. 

As our founding values are questioned, we should 
stand strong together to preserve our open societies, 
because they define who we are and who we want to 
be tomorrow.

We must show we are able to resist the terrible 
temptation offered by ‘souverainistes’, who offer 
poor and dangerous answers to crucial questions 
posed by our fellow citizens, workers, enterprises and 
communities.

We need to reinforce a Union of Values: democra-
cy, rule of law, fundamental rights, human dignity 
and freedom are non-negotiable. 

Worryingly, the world and Europe are not prepared. 
But without peace and tolerance there is no growth, 
no decent jobs and no cohesion. Without peace there 
is no sustainable Europe.

Strategic actions:
• Help drive initiatives in Africa and our Mediterranean 

neighbourhood to consolidate democracy, reengage 
and stabilise peace processes and support civil society 
in countries struggling to cope with migratory flows.

• Strengthen the forces striving for reconciliation in 
the Western Balkans. 

• Defend and promote the EU acquis in the field of 
trade agreements and open markets based on 
agreed multilateral rules which remain the principal 
source of progress and peaceful relations.
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Culture
My third priority is that of strengthening the role of Culture within the 
European political discourse. 

Europe is a place of extraordinary cultural and artistic 
richness and vibrancy, as well as immeasurable 
cultural heritage and linguistic and cultural diversity. 
However, surprisingly, culture has so far been absent 
from the dominant political discourse.

Many of the challenges we face today – including 
man-made environmental changes, social tensions 
both within our local communities and right up to 
the level of international relations, and our inability to 
adapt our political systems in an ethical and proactive 
manner to the increasingly rapid changes brought 
about by the international digital revolution – can 
only be confronted constructively if we decide to work 
with culture in mind.

Culture, arts and the creative industries are known 
to constitute an enormous economic asset. They 
currently represent 4.2% of European GDP, and offer 
employment to 8.4 million people across Europe. 
The continued development of this sector is certainly 
one way of ensuring sustainable economic growth 
for the EU. Investing in cultural infrastructure has 
an impressive positive impact in those areas that 
surround it, driving growth in adjacent sectors as well.

Experts have demonstrated that culture and cultural 
practices have a positive correlation with democracy, 
allowing for a shift in perspective, active engagement 
and empowerment. 

Isolationist and nationalistic movements often abuse 
the concepts of culture and identity, employing them 
in a narrow, static sense and making use of their 
emotional potency.

We need to ensure that these anti-democratic 
tendencies do not gain ground. Culture is what makes 
us human: it forges our understanding of continuity 
with the civilisations that have come before us and with 
our cultural heritage, and thus enhances our sense of 
belonging. Engaging with the arts allows us to take 
a step back from the frenetic pace and obligations of 
our lives, enabling us to interact freely and perceive 
meaning in our lives beyond the need to simply survive.

The advent of new technological revolutions has 
made us realise that we need to place people firmly 
at the centre of political decision-making – and thus 
our societies. Economic growth is not enough. The 
missing link, the catalyst for this shift, is culture.

Culture shapes how we interact, communicate, believe 
and dream about our present and our future. Culture 
has an enormous untapped potential to become 
a unifying and mobilising force for Europe and 
drive a new European narrative.

Strategic actions:
• Promote culture as the 4th pillar of sustainable de-

velopment
• Show the potential of culture as an engine for 

growth, decent employment and wealth in the 
cities and territories of Europe

• Make sure culture is perceived as a key vehicle for 
forging a positive narrative for Europe

• Position culture as a tool to promote inclusive and 
tolerant societies

• Show the value of using culture as a ‘soft power’ in-
strument in the EU’s external relations
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The role of the EESC
in this positive rEUnaissance

Centralisation of power in the executive, politicisation of the judiciary, attacks on media 
independence and lack of trust in the traditional political parties are just some of the symptoms 
of the current widespread crisis of democracy.

It is no exaggeration to say that European democracy is experiencing its biggest setback since 
the 1930s and that traditional models of participation seem ill-equipped to cope with the 
acceleration of change. 

Traditionally regarded as the backbone of participatory democracy, civil society organisations are 
also changing and need to look for innovative ways to improve civil dialogue so as to ensure it 
is better suited to the conditions of the 21st century. This is essential if they wish to continue to 
influence decision-making processes in a meaningful manner, both at national and European level.

Our committee has recently celebrated its 60th anniversary. 
Our achievements over the past 60 years are the foundation 
for the future of a strong EESC – and thus a strong EU. 

We must not rest comfortably on our laurels. We can only 
be true to ourselves if we try our very best to fulfil the duty 
inherited from our founders: to be the voice of organised civil 
society and to assist EU institutions in their crucial work to 
create a sustainable Europe. 

We will be able to fulfil our responsibilities if we cooperate 
and stand strong and united: EESC Groups, Sections and the 
Administration together. 

We must improve our avenues of communication and reinforce ‘competition’ in the original sense 
of the word – petere cum – to be more focused and deliver strategic actions, always adapting our 
methods and internal instruments accordingly.

Our actions must be decisive and visionary. Let us be inspired by the spirit of ’58, and create 
a new narrative of hope. Let us drive a second European renaissance together, in which we once 
again trust that we are indeed the protagonists of our present and future.

We have the opportunity to give a new impulse to European civil society engagement. 
Let’s do it!
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It has been said that ‘Logic will get you from A to B; imagination will take you 
everywhere. Only imagination has the power to make that paradigm “leap” necessary 
to design the future’. 

For the Europe of tomorrow, we must have the courage – we must dare – to 
imagine a new world for the new generations, giving them a real voice in this 
endeavour. 

There is no time to waste, as so many defeats in history can be summarised in two 
words: too late.

We must have the ambition to put opportunities and goals before problems. 

We must have the creativity and determination to transform a vision into a 
positive European narrative. A profoundly human narrative. The gentle touch, the 
human ecology, the forgotten word of the French revolution: fraternity.
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My dream is of a Europe that steps 
away from meaningless division and 
confrontation and has the courage to 
harness the huge wealth of its diversity, 
creating greater unity, more inclusion, 
sustainable growth and a real openness
to the rest of the world.
Luca Jahier
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