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EESC Sustainable Development 
Observatory

European Economic
and Social Committee

Promoting more 
sustainable economic 
models, with a 
special emphasis 
on circular 
economy

Embedding 
the SDGs into 
the EESC
 internal work

Calling for an 
overarching Sustainable 
Development strategy 
for the EU

Improving SDG 
monitoring with civil 

society’s involvement

Climate policy – more 
investment & finance 

and engagement by 
non-state actors

Pushing for a 
comprehensive food 

policy to achieve 
the SDGs



“Sustainable Development is about the future of people; the 
economy should, within the planetary boundaries, work for 
society to deliver prosperity and equity, now and for future 
generations. We need a European Green AND SOCIAL Deal.

We expect the EU to be the world leader on Sustainable Development. 
The time for reflection is over, we need to act now.”

Peter Schmidt
President of the EESC Sustainable Development Observatory

“The transition to sustainability should be seen as an opportunity 
to enhance employment and prosperity. European businesses 
have a chance to take the lead, be at the source of collaborative 
innovation, riding the wave of the digital revolution to create 

sustainable business practices and new standards.”

Tellervo Kylä-Harakka-Ruonala 
Vice-President of the EESC Sustainable Development Observatory

“The transformation to sustainability cannot and must not be 
imposed from above; it will only be successful if it is based on 
broad support and active participation by all. We need to provide 
all societal groups and stakeholders with a framework that gives 

them a fair chance to produce and consume in a sustainable way, 
maximising accessibility of investments, new lifestyles, sustainable 
consumption patterns and technology to all”.

Lutz Ribbe
Vice-President of the EESC Sustainable Development Observatory



The Observatory in the 2018-2020 mandate

The core mission of the EESC Sustainable Development 
Observatory (SDO) is to promote sustainability in the EU by 
advancing economic prosperity, social inclusiveness and 
environmental responsibility in an integrated and balanced 
way. Its members come from a wide range of interest groups, with 
expertise in all areas of our work and extensive outreach with civil 
society organisations across European Member States. 

What is unique about the SDO is that via its public events and hearings it brings 
together people and organisations from a variety of interests and backgrounds that 
would otherwise seldom meet, in order to connect and explore new ways to address 
sustainable development issues. As the only body within the European institutions 
that is dedicated exclusively to sustainable development, the observatory is committed 
to fostering the active participation of civil society, citizens, and youth in making the 
shift towards a more sustainable Europe.

The SDO seizes the opportunity of the international and EU commitments to the UN 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to push for the establishment of the SDGs as 
an overall strategy of the EU and for a structured involvement of civil society in 
the design, monitoring and implementation of this strategy. Sustainable Development 
must be at the heart of the future of Europe, leaving no one behind in the transition to 
sustainability.

The SDO is also working towards the development of more sustainable economic 
models with a specific emphasis on circular economy. As a practical means of 
achieving broader international policy goals such as the SDGs, it requires the active 
participation of non-state actors, including local and regional governments and civil 
society organisations. Promoting a comprehensive and sustainable food policy is 
also essential to the achievement of the SDGs.

On climate policy, the SDO wants to emphasise the key role of civil society in 
implementing the objectives of the Paris Agreement. It pushes for an enabling framework 
with more investment and finance for non-state and subnational climate actors. The 
SDO also gives youth representatives opportunities to express their demands to policy 
makers on climate, environment and more broadly on sustainable development matters.

Last but not least, the SDO is also committed to embed the SDGs into the EESC 
internal work.

An important recognition of the EESC outreach and impact on sustainable 
development came from the December 2019 Council Conclusions on “Building a 
sustainable Europe by 2030”, explicitly acknowledging the critical role played by civil 
society in implementing and achieving the SDGs and highlighting the active involvement 
of the EESC.
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Key opinions issued during the 2018-2020 mandate:
•  Indicators better suited to evaluate the SDGs - the civil society contribution
•  Facilitating access to climate finance for non-state actors
•  Reflection Paper “Towards a Sustainable Europe by 2030”
•  Leaving no one behind when implementing the 2030 Sustainable  
 Development Agenda

•  The sustainable economy we need

Key documents:
•  SDO Work programme 2018-2020

Find out more and keep abreast of the SDO work and events
      www.eesc.europa.eu/sdo           @EESC_SDO            sdobservatory@eesc.europa.eu 
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SDG LOGO, INCLUDING THE COLOUR WHEEL, PLUS 17 SDG ICONS  •  GUIDELINES FOR USE

SDG LOGO WITH UN EMBLEM 
FOR UN ENTITIES [VERSION 1]

SDG LOGO WITHOUT UN EMBLEM  
FOR NON-UN ENTITIES [VERSION 2]

17 SDG ICONS

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
GOALS (SDG)

THESE GUIDELINES MUST BE PROVIDED TO REQUESTERS.  
WHENEVER THE SDG LOGO AND/OR ICONS ARE UPLOADED ON THE INTERNET, THESE GUIDELINES MUST BE UPLOADED ON THE SAME PAGE.

I. DESCRIPTION

The United Nations has commissioned seventeen (17) icons and the SDG logo, including the colour wheel, to graphically promote awareness of the Sustainable Development 
Goals adopted by the Member States of the United Nations by resolution A/RES/70/1 of the General Assembly of 25 September 2015.

II. USE OF THE SDG LOGO AND 17 ICONS

USE BY UN ENTITIES 

Use of the SDG logo [Version 1 with the UN emblem] and 17 icons by United Nations offices, Funds and Programmes and other subsidiary organs and organizations 
of the United Nations System

United Nations offices, Funds and Programmes and other subsidiary organs and organizations of the United Nations System may use the SDG logo [Version 1 with the UN emblem] 
and 17 SDG icons without obtaining prior approval from the UN Department of Public Information (DPI), except for when uses other than those described in these guidelines are 
requested (see page 19). However, for reporting purposes, DPI should be informed of events and information materials for which the SDG logo and the icons are being used including, 
inter alia, publications, posters, brochures, and videos. 

The 17 SDG icons may be used together or as individual icons. Each icon must be used in its entirety, including with the text describing the related SDG (see page 48). If the UN office, 
Fund and Programme or other subsidiary organ or organization of the United Nations System has its own specific logo, the latter should be displayed side by side with the SDG logo 
and icon(s) (see page 22).

Effective 1 January 2018, the United Nations is launching a revised design of Icon 10, as seen on this page


