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THANK YOU ALL!
We achieved so much together!

Luca JAHIER (IT)
President of the Various Interests Group

Dear friends,
I commit to you a short overview of the legacy of the Various Interests Group over the last seven and
a half years (October 2010 to April 2018). It has been my privilege and my honour to preside over
Group III during these years and I remain convinced of the necessity for a fully engaged European
civil society.
I came to the Presidency of Group III committed to six Cs: Civil dialogue, Consultation, Consensus,
the Categories, Communication and Culture. I depart proud of what we have jointly achieved! It
has been a wonderful adventure of such variety and stimuli, where hard work joined hands with
creativity and where the diversity of the Group has become our principal strength!
Building on the past successes of Group III, together we injected innovation and leadership,
bringing a plethora of new thematic work and driving the entire Committee in new directions. We
have debated with civil society on so many different topics, but I think that each time we have been
searching for replies to the same question: how can civil society organisations, this intermediary
between citizens and Institutions, how can it shape the Europe of tomorrow? In doing so we have
striven to make the Committee more relevant, to improve communication and to rebuild trust
between civil society, citizens and the European Institutions. I am certain that we have made
significant progress in this direction, working as a team, encouraging a culture of dialogue and
actively contributing to the future of both the EESC and the EU.
Thank you all for your ideas, energy and perserverance ! I can testify to the commitment of all
Members of the Various Interests Group and I am certain that in the future, you will achieve better
results!
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SUCCESSES & HIGHLIGHTS
OF THE MANDATE

GROUP III: INNOVATING, DRIVING NEW
IDEAS AND POLICIES

Strengthening the EESC’s
voice among European civil
society

Clarifying the concepts of civil
dialogue and participatory
democracy

Raising the profile of the
Various Interests Group
within the EESC

Leading on reflections
on the future of the EESC
& of the EU

Providing a new perspective and reaching out to
civil society, notably on the consultative process
(ECI, structured dialogue, impact assessment of EU policies,
the creation of civil society platforms, etc.)
Innovating, driving new
ideas and policy work within
the Committee

Promoting capacity-building
& capitalising on Member’s
expertise

Strengthening the
governance of the EESC and
its consultative work

Consolidating internal
cohesion within the Group
& teamwork within the
Presidency

Investing in the
Categories and
creating new one
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Stepping up the Group’s
internal and external
communication strategy

Increasing
support to
Members

Thematic Events organised by the Various Interests
Group and its Categories

2011
22/03 | Brussels
What are the Prospects of Participatory Democracy
			in Europe?
13/05

| Budapest

Building a Stronger Europe for its Citizens

27/06

| Brussels

Orientation Seminar on the European Citizens Initiative

30/09 | Warsaw

Europe of Active Citizens: volunteering

24/11

European Universities

| Brussels

2012
02/05 | Brussels
			

Think Green! The Opportunities of Sustainable Development and
of the Green Economy

08/06 | Sofia 		
Youth Education and Employment within the Europe 2020
			Strategy
27/06 | Brussels
Environment and Society: a dialogue between farmers and
			consumers
19/07 | Brussels
Day of the Liberal Professions: regulation and deregulation in
			EU Member States
03/10 | Brussels
			

Social Enterprises and the Europe 2020 Strategy: innovative
solutions for a sustainable Europe

30/11 | Nicosia
			

Tourism and Competitiveness: delivering results for growth,
sustainable development and European citizens
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2013

2015

01/02 | Dublin
Ireland 40 years on: the benefits, opportunities and challenges of
			EU membership

10/02

31/05

| Thessaloniki The Impact of the Crisis on Greek Citizens

06/06 | Brussels
			

The Credit Crunch and Shrinking Savings: how to break the
vicious circle to kick-start recovery?

23/10 | Vilnius
			

Lithuania in the Driving Seat of European Integration:
a fresh look at Europe!

2014

| Ypres

World War I commemorative visit

25/03 | Riga

Economic Growth and Social Progress in Rural and Urban Areas

21/05

Boosting Innovation for a Better Social Outcome

| Edinburgh

29/05 | Brussels

Can TTIP be a Tool to Foster the Internationalisation of SMEs?

23-24/06 | Brussels
Reshaping Europe: civil society’s perspective of the Europe of
			tomorrow
07/07 | Helsinki
The Impact of Current EU-Russia Relations on the Agri-food
			Sector
16/11

| Brussels

The Role of Agriculture in Development Policy

14/02 | Brussels
Farmed Fish: the impact on the health of consumers and the
			environment

02/12 | Luxembourg Intermediary Europe at the Heart of the Europe 2020 Strategy:
			
bringing Europe closer to citizens

20/03 | Athens
			

From Austerity to Growth and Recovery: overcoming the
socio-economic consequences of Greece’s crisis

2016

10/06 | Brussels

Let’s Talk Happiness: beyond GDP

08/03 | Manchester

The UK in the EU: what matters to you?

21/04 | The Hague
			

From Agricultural to Food Policy: towards healthy and 		
sustainable production and consumption

20-21/06 | Brussels

A Hope for Europe: culture, cities and new narratives

27/10 | Bratislava
			

The Role of Civil Society in the Energy Union: ensuring secure,
sustainable, competitive and affordable energy

01/12

The Liberal Professions

26/06 | Brussels
Transatlantic Negotiations: what is at stake for farmers and
			consumers
01/10 | Brussels
Social Economy and Social Innovation as Drivers of 		
			
Competitiveness, Growth and Social Well-being:
			
perspectives and priorities for the new Commission and the
			European Parliament
23/10 | Milan
			

Boosting Innovation for Better Social Outcomes:
proposals for EU policies
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| Brussels
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2017

GROUP III: BRINGING EUROPE CLOSER
TO CIVIL SOCIETY AND CITIZENS

23/03 | La Valetta
			

Malta’s EU Membership: achievements and challenges ahead
offering a better service to citizens

22-23/05 | Brussels
			

UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development: a new frontier of
rights and progress for the EU

•

39.9% of EESC rapporteurships by Group III Members (data available only for 2014-2017)

•

5,670 participants in Group III events (March 2011- March 2018)

23/06 | Dundalk

Brexit and its Border Implications

•

124 meetings co-organised with civil society organisations, at their request

12/09 | Tallinn

Smart Solutions for Sustainable and Inclusive Societies

18/10 | Brussels
			

Cultural event by El Sistema Belgium, ReMuA /Shake Young
Orchestra and the Connect Ensemble

01/12 | Rome
			

The Liberal Professions. A Lever for the Development of Europe:
towards a European Manifesto of Professionals

2018
15/02

| Brussels

06/03 | Sofia		
			

Civil Society in the EU: future scenarios for 2030
Supporting Vulnerable Regions and Citizens: boosting 		
sustainable growth and cohesion

2012

Study ‘The Social Economy in the European Union’ (CIRIEC)

2014

Study ‘The State of the Liberal Professions Concerning their Functions and 		
Relevance to European Civil Society’ (European Centre for Liberal Professions)

2015

Study ‘Reshaping Europe: civil society’s perspective of the Europe of tomorrow’
(Bertelsmann Stiftung)

EXTRAORDINARY GROUP III BUREAU MEETING

2016

Study ‘Culture, Cities and Identity in Europe’ (Culture Action Europe)

23 June 2017

2017

Study ‘Recent Evolutions of the Social Economy in the European Union’ (CIRIEC)

© shutterstock

© shutterstock: Evellean

EESC | JDE building Room 62 | Rue Belliard 99, 1040 Brussels - BELGIUM

@GroupIIIEESC

Civil society in the EU:
future scenarios for 2030

15 February 2018 | 14:30 – 17:30 | EESC – JDE 62
Jacques Delors Building | Rue Belliard 99 | Brussels

European Economic and Social Committee

Group III – Various Interests

Studies and Publications Commissioned by the
Various Interests Group

Compendium ‘Participatory Democracy : a retrospective overview of the story 		
written by the EESC’ (EESC)

A NEW FRONTIER OF RIGHTS
AND PROGRESS FOR THE EU

EXTRAORDINARY GROUP III MEETING

GROUP III: LEADING AND INVESTING IN
STUDIES

2011

THE 2030 AGENDA FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT:

22-23 May 2017

The journey continues, go ahead!

Brexit and its border
implications?
Ballymascanlon | Dundalk | Ireland

@GroupIIIEESC

@GroupIIIEESC
European Economic and Social Committee

Group III – Various Interests

European Economic and Social Committee

Group III – Various Interests
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2017

Study ‘Implications of New Economic Models on the Different Stakeholder Groups – the
case of ecosystem services: benefits and challenges for the circular economy and
consumers’ (Prof. Thia Hennessy Logue)

2018

Study ‘The Future Evolution of Civil Society in the European Union by 2030’
(CNVOS and ENNA)

•

Study ‘Best Practices in Public Policies Regarding the European Social Economy Post the
Economic Crisis’ (CIRIEC)

Consolidation and streamlining of the four Categories managed by the Various
Interests Group over this period: Consumers and the Environment; Farmers; Social
Economy; SMEs, Crafts and Liberal Professions (dissolved in 2017)

•

Creation of one new Category, the Liberal Professions

•

3 meetings per year and per Category, Inter-institutional cooperation, organisation
of high level events on topical subjects, stimulating and feeding into EESC and EU policy
work.

© istockphoto: Vaselena

2018

GROUP III: PLACING THE CATEGORIES
AT THE CENTRE OF OUR ACTIVITIES

	
  

Recent Evolutions
of the Social Economy
in the European Union
STUDY

STUDY
European Economic and Social Committee
Rue Belliard/Belliardstraat 99
1040 Bruxelles/Brussel
BELGIQUE/BELGIË

European Economic and Social Committee
Published by: “Visits and Publications” Unit
EESC-2014-29-EN
www.eesc.europa.eu

•

15,786 recipients of Europe III Group newsletter

•

Extensive use of social media (Group III Facebook page, tweets, website, etc.)

•

Regular videos, radio & television interviews of Members

European Economic and Social Committee

Europe III

ED
Editorial

Each year in January an international network of experts,
politicians and decision-makers meet in Berlin in the framework
of the International Green Week.
From 18th to 20th January this Week also hosted the 10th Global
Forum for Food and Agriculture (GFFA) on the subject ‘Shaping
the Future of Livestock – sustainably, responsibly, eﬃciently’.
Group III members Simo Tiainen and Roomet Sõrmus participated
in the event.

Berlin’s International Green Week (IWG) is the
annual fair for food, agriculture and related
industries. The event takes place every January
at the Berlin exhibition centre, Messe Berlin
and is one of the largest agri-food fairs in the
world with around 400 000 visitors over the
nine days. IWG has been held since the 1920s.

The State of Liberal Professions
Concerning their Functions
and Relevance to European
Civil Society

The Global Forum for Food and Agriculture
(GFFA) accompanies IWG. This annual
international conference focuses on global
topics key to the future of the agri-food
sector and takes place during IWG. The forum
brings together representatives from the
worlds of politics, business, science and civil
society interested in food and agriculture.
This year, the GFFA tackled the issue of
“Shaping the future of livestock - sustainably,

© European Union, 2014
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Pictures: © Shutterstock / Andrey_Popov / 2014
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The voice of
Various Interests’ Group
February 2018

European Economic and Social Committee

Europe III

International Green Week in Berlin
Global Forum for Food and Agriculture

responsibly, efficiently”. After the conference,
69 agriculture ministers published a GFFA
2018 statement highlighting the role of more
sustainable, more responsible and more
efficient livestock production in meeting the
Agenda 2030 sustainable development goals,
particularly SDG 2 on ‘End hunger, achieve
food security and improved nutrition, and
promote sustainable agriculture’.
For more information on the GFFA 2018
statement: http://www.gﬀa-berlin.de/en/
IWG’s opening ceremony has always been
an important forum for political statements
related to food and agriculture policies. This
year, we heard statements from EU Agriculture
Commissioner Phil Hogan, the president of

ED
Editorial

Simo TIAINEN (FI)
Central Union of Agricultural
Producers and Forest Owners
Member of the Various
Interests’ Group

Europe III

Roomet SÕRMUS (EE)
Estonian Chamber of
Agriculture and Commerce
Member of the Various
Interests’ Group

The voice of
Various Interests’ Group
January 2018
European Economic and Social Committee

European Manifesto of Professionals

A blueprint for a “European Manifesto of Professionals” was presented at a
major conference organised by the EESC Various Interests’ Group in Rome on
1 December 2017. Ideas and proposals discussed during the event will
contribute to achieving a common definition of liberal professions at
The voice of
Various Interests’European
Group level.

March 2018

The EESC Various Interests’ Group oﬃcially pre- be gathered together and feed into a “European
sented the plan for a “European Manifesto of Manifesto of Professionals”, aimed at ensuring
Professionals” at a conference entitled “The Lib- that the EU’s liberal professions achieve their poeral Professions, a lever for the Development of tential in the near future.
Europe: towards a European Manifesto of Professionals” organised at the Campidoglio in Rome High-level speakers included the President of
on 1 December 2017, in cooperation with the the EESC Various Interests’ Group Luca Jahier,
In the 18 Century, the French political philosopher Charles de Montesquieu announcedComitato
that Unitario Permanente degli Ordini e Col- the Italian Minister of Labour and Social Policies
‘The apathy of citizens in a democracy is worse than the tyranny of a prince in an oligarchy!’
.
legi Professionali
(joint standing committee of Giuliano Poletti and the President of the NaThree hundred years later, we have to admit that the challenges facing European democracy
tional Council of Economy and Labour (CNEL)
professional associations and bodies).
and civil society are so significant, that they are now among the most important threats to
Tiziano Treu.
Luca JAHIER (IT)
our democratic systems. There is no doubt anymore that we are undergoing a major crisis:
The event aimed to discuss
ideasofwith
a view
President
the Various
that of increasing illiberalism, threats to democracy, fundamental rights and the rule of
to law
agreeing on a common
definition
Interests’
Groupof liberal “The liberal professions were already mentioned
– typically referred to as the ‘shrinking civic space’.
professions at European level and represented in the Treaty of Rome, signed 60 years ago, in
the starting point for future action in this area. Article 193 establishing the European EconomIt is precisely for this reason that in 2017 Having begun in March 2011 with a high lev- financing civil society organisations in the EU.
Taking into account that 47 million people in ic and Social Committee. Our journey therefore
Group III decided to commission a study el conference on the prospects for participa- In addition, recently the Committee decided
Europe work in regulated professions, approxi- began many years ago,” said the president of the
to CNVOS (Centre for information service, tory democracy in Europe, which led to the to create a new body to examine the broad
mately 22% of the working population, it is un- EESC Various Interests’ Group, Mr Jahier. “Today,
cooperation and development of NGOs, adoption of a Roadmap, we have sought to topic of fundamental rights, the rule of law
deniable that liberal professions play a key role we want to renew this commitment and make a
Slovenia) and ENNA (European Network build on EESC activities on the topic since and state of democracy.
in our economies and societies. All proposals will tangible contribution for the liberal professions
of National Civil Society Associations) in 1999. During all these years we revisited the
order to better understand what is going on subject with the conference Reshaping Eu- The EESC commissioned study identifies five
Opening of the “Grüne Woche” (Green Week) within European
Joachim RUKWIED,
President of civil society organisations rope: civil society’s perspective of the Europe societal trends as those which have most
German
Farmers’ Union
(CSOs),
what(DBV)
challenges they face, how of Tomorrow - inspired by an eponymous affected civil society organisations (CSOs) in
those challenges are affecting them and study that we commissioned to Bertelsmann recent years and which will continue to do so
how they react to them. The study The Stiftung (2015).
until 2030. They include demographic changSpeech in English:
es, the economic crisis, digitalisation, poph t t p s : / / w w w. g r u e n efuture
w o c hevolution
e . d e / of civil society in the
e n / Pre s s S e r v i ce / Pre European
s s R e l e aUnion
s e s / by 2030 was presented on But we also shared our passions with our ulism and the shrinking civic space. These elthe occasion of an extraordinary meeting of colleagues in the other Groups ensuring ements are common throughout Europe, but
News_50698.html?referrer=/en/
our Group on 15 February, an event which that the Committee as a whole has adopted their impact differs according to the country,
PressService/PressReleases/#newswas both the dénouement and a new point numerous key Opinions over the last few the region and even the policy area and yet
en-50698
of departure of our work on the role of years, including on Article 11 of the TEU, on together, they make for a toxic combination
European civil society.
evaluating EC stakeholder consultations, on which is already having devastating consequences on European civil society.

ED

the DBV German Farmers’ Union,Editorial
Joachim
Rukwied and the German agriculture
minister, Christian Schmidt.
th

The main topics were the future of EU
agricultural policy after 2020 and the
guidelines for the German government’s
agricultural policy. As in many previous
years, Simo Tiainen took part in both the
GFFA and the opening ceremony for the IWG.

Luca JAHIER (IT)
President of the
Various Interests’ Group

Europe III

The voice of
Various Interests’ Group
December 2017

ED COP 23: A Mirror to Reality
Editorial

A Report From
Lutz RIBBE (DE)

EURONATUR
Member of the Various
Interests’ Group

Civil society in the EU: future scenarios for 2030

Extraordinary Group meeting of the Various Interests Group

However, the study as well as the panellists
and participants in our event point out clear
and encouraging signs: the willingness to
engage both from CSOs and institutions,
to stand-up for the European values outlined in Art.2 of the TEU and to act upon
them, to preserve and develop the European democratic system in which CSOs glue

and success through global alliances such as
the Global Covenant of Mayors.

Giuliano POLETTI, Minister of Labour & Social Policies (IT), Marina
CALDERONE (EESC), Luca JAHIER (EESC), Arno METZLER (EESC)

I have attended many COPs, but this one in Bonn
so that they can develop their full potential in the
was particularly interesting for me. In terms of
European Union over the next few years.”
the negotiations per se, it was rather routine: the
agenda featured largely “technical” items such
as how to draw up the reports that will have to
The key ideas of the “Manifesto” were presented
be submitted in the future and how transparent
by Arno Metzler, Vice-President of the Various
they will be, as well as what transparency actuInterests’ Group, who then introduced the deally means. Of course there was disagreement
bate which was structured around three panels.about money, specifically the Green Climate
Fund, which will have a budget of EUR 100 billion
>>

from 2020 and which is designed to help poorer
countries address the dire consequences of climate change. The poorer countries, in my view
quite justifiably, want to see money on the table
right now, to provide some relief from the damage done by hurricanes, droughts and flooding.
The donors, which are the countries who bear
most of the responsibility for global emissions,
are taking a hard line.
What was really exciting was the area at the
COP conference centre where science, civil society and regions and cities met – in other words
all those who are already directly affected by
climate change or who have to implement the
decisions taken by the negotiating parties. Because transformation clearly does not happen
by itself but has to be put into effect and realised through practical measures. There was essentially a feeling of unity and positive energy
around one goal: that it is time to take action
now, without further delay.

© Shutterstock

Reshaping Europe:
Civil Society’s Perspective
of the Europe of Tomorrow

The State of Liberal Professions Concerning Their Functions and Relevance to European Civil Society

European Economic and Social Committee

GROUP III: COMMUNICATING EUROPE

Particularly striking was the presence of two
United States delegations at the conference.
The smaller of these was the oﬃcial White
House delegation, which Trump had put together from a mixture of coal and nuclear sector lobbyists. This delegation was reserved and
non-aggressive at the talks, though it seems
that it was also quite isolated. But when it started fulminating against climate protection at a
US side event, the other US delegation – which
consisted of regional and municipal representatives, mayors, NGOs, scientists and prominent
figures such as Arnold Schwarzenegger – stood
up and burst into song. The elegant and peaceful protest went on for twenty minutes.
The second US delegation was very engaged,
and it had two messages for Bonn. The first was
“We’re still in”, meaning that it is not the United
States that has withdrawn from the UN Climate
Convention but its president, that the US will
continue to implement its commitments under
the Paris accords, that it is already on the right
track, and that it doesn’t need its president to
do this.

Municipalities and regions were in fact very
visible as pro-active players. Stockholm has
announced its intention to be a fossil-fuel free
city by 2040. CO2 emissions have already been
reduced by 55% compared with 1990 levels,
despite a 37% increase in the population and
doubling of the city’s GDP. Where there’s a will,
there’s a way.
The mayor of Ghent spelled it out clearly: there
is no longer any reason not to initiate effective
and ambitious action already. The technology
is available, and we all owe it to future generations to do something now and not wait in the
hope of “better times ahead”.
COP 23 made one thing very clear to me personally: that civil society, regions, cities and municipalities, as well as some business players, have
made much more progress than those who are
framing policies. The German logistics firm DHL,
which operates worldwide, has announced that
it will be emissions-free by 2050 at the latest.
It is finding unconventional ways of achieving
this. As none of the established car-makers
would or could supply it with electric cars, DHL
took the initiative itself. In collaboration with

I was very impressed by the examples from
American cities like Des Moines or states such
as California. They show that the Americans
are not being cowed by their president but are
going ahead and implementing climate protection measures with considerable commitment
Delegation of the EESC in Bonn

For more info:
CNVOS (Centre for information service, cooperation and development of NGOs, Slovenia):
www.cnvos.si/en/
and ENNA (European Network of National
Civil Society Associations:
https://ennaeurope.eu/
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