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Foreword
A two-and-a-half-year presidency is a very short period of time. What’s more, in this age of accelerated transformations, we have been witnessing
how fragile our democracies, our societies and our planet can be and how change can become our everyday reality.
I started in April 2018 thinking we needed to rediscover the humanistic spirit of the Renaissance to speed our journey on the path to a sustainable
Europe. On the back of Brexit and ahead of the European elections, I knew civil society had a vital role to play to steer the European economy and
society towards more sustainable and smart models.
At the end of my mandate, I can say Europe has once again shown its resilience.
Nationalists and Eurosceptics were defeated in the European elections and how Europe has dealt with the COVID-19 pandemic delivered an undisputable blow to their fake narrative. The EU has taken unprecedented measures and in a few months broke taboos carved in stone, protecting
our citizens and communities and investing in a strong strategy for our future, with the broadest consensus ever.
Today, I am more and more convinced that my three Presidency priorities - Sustainable Development, Peace and Culture – remain at the core of
this Renaissance for Europe.
If the pandemic was a wakeup call, climate change and more extreme
weather events were already upon us. The European recovery plan is a
unique opportunity to avoid doomsday and turn Europe into a world leader
in sustainability.

Anche se il timore avrà sempre più
argomenti, tu scegli la speranza.
Seneca

Civil society can lead the way. We were the first among the EU institutions to listen to Greta Thunberg and the young climate activists taking to the
streets to urge change now. We were the first to roll out models of circular economy and sustainable development. Our constituencies, alongside
local governments, will still be on the front line in implementing the recovery plan after the pandemic and working to avoid chaos.
During my presidency, we set the tone for a vibrant and active civil society, which demands to be properly involved, beyond the mandate as
established by the Treaty. We are now on the eve of the Conference on the Future of Europe, which is an opportunity to take us to a new Europe,
together.
Robert Schuman said in his declaration 70 years ago that world peace cannot be safeguarded without creative efforts that are proportionate to
the dangers that threaten it. Never, in any part of the world, at any time in history, have women and men experienced such a long period of peace,
stability and economic prosperity, never has there been such an assurance of freedoms and rights as it is the case today in Europe. However, as
we well know, we cannot rest on our laurels.
Europe has been put to a test by multiple crises and this time more than ever. I am sure we have enough energy and creativity to come out
stronger, again, all together. Now it is time to rise to the challenge once more.
I am proud to have served as the president of the EESC for the past two and half years.
This House of European Civil Society, which has just celebrated its 60th anniversary, has a role to play, with a renewed capacity to focus on what
really matters, being more open to change and proposing tangible ways to build Europe “through concrete achievements which first create a de
facto solidarity,” as Schuman said.
The rEUnaissance will be brought about by men and women who dare to innovate, to dream, to engage, to risk, to cultivate a collective sense of
responsibility, which requires emotional intelligence and a passionate and enlightened realism.
Yes, we can.
Luca Jahier

La liberté, l’égalité, la fraternité ... ne s’intègrent pas automatiquement
les unes aux autres. Leur équilibre reste fragile et nécessite un tissage et
une interconnexion continus.
Edgar Morin, La fraternité, pourquoi ?

5

Dare a Sustainable Europe
At the inauguration plenary session in April 2018, I took up
the challenge of leading the European Economic and Social
Committee (EESC) with passion, hope and a desire to serve.
With no time to waste, I invited everyone to dream about a
re-energised Europe and work together for a second European Renaissance – the rEUnaissance!
The Renaissance was a powerful and vast humanistic
revolution that was the foundation for the modern
transformation of Europe. At the beginning of my
presidency I argued that the EU is unarguably going
through five fundamental changes, namely the economic, ecological, social, democratic and geopolitical transformations.

We have to shape those fundamental
transformations, guided by reason so
as to embrace humanism, science and
progress rather than prejudice, fears,
distrust or hate.

The time was ripe to forge unity, dynamism and a new direction in the EU against the polarisation of our societies, against
the growing nationalist and populist trends and against a
shrinking civic space, threatening our democratic values.
To give rEUnaissance a real chance, I made sustainable
development, peace and culture my main priorities for a
unifying agenda for the future.
The EU had to pick up the pace of reform to transition to sustainable development. Europe must be sustainable or it
will not be at all. I argued that the 2030 Agenda is a win-win
strategy for employers, workers and the whole planet. It is a
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real political project that is good for economic growth and
competitiveness, good for social justice, and good for the climate and sustainable development. The time has come for a
new social and economic contract for the 21st century.

Dare a Sustainable Europe

Promoting peace was my second priority, as peace is too often
taken for granted.

The third priority was that of strengthening the role of culture
within European political discourse.

Reconciliation and peace are the European Union’s greatest
achievements. By interlinking our economies and people, and
by perfecting the art of compromise, we have created the
most reliable system for long-term peace in the world. But
the threat of global conflict is flaring up in the light of recent
geopolitical shifts.

Europe is a place of extraordinary cultural and artistic wealth
and vibrancy, as well as immeasurable cultural heritage and
linguistic and cultural diversity. However, surprisingly, culture
has so far been absent from the dominant political discourse.

We need to reinforce even further a
Union of values: democracy, the rule
of law, fundamental rights, human
dignity and freedom.

Culture has enormous untapped
potential to become a unifying and
mobilising force for Europe and drive
a new European narrative.
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The EESC’s 60th anniversary:
Europe at Work
In May 2018, the Committee celebrated its 60th anniversary.
As a place of debate and dialogue, representing the economic
and social diversity of European societies, the EESC offers valuable responses to the EU’s economic, social and institutional
challenges.

Our achievements over the past
60 years are the foundation for
a future strong EESC.
Just over a year after the Treaty of Rome, on 19 May 1958, the
Economic and Social Committee (ESC) held its first Plenary
Assembly in the hemicycle of the Belgian senate. Back then, the
ESC was led by a generation that had experienced the horrors
of war and seen how fascist governments had suppressed the
independent voices of civil society. They had experienced the
darkness of human nature and, because of this, believed that
civil society should act as a balancing power.
We have to rediscover that daring état d’esprit that allowed us
to achieve major results. To name a few:
• the Community Charter of the Fundamental Social Rights
of Workers in 1989;
• the establishment in 2009 of the Integration Forum, now
the European Migration Forum;
• the structured preparatory dialogues with civil society
representatives of candidate countries during the enlargement – the EESC is now doing the same with the Western
Balkans;
• the innovative ideas on the financial transaction tax, the
social economy, food waste, programmed obsolescence,
industrial transformation and artificial intelligence,
new models for a functional, cooperative and circular
economy, with the latter leading to the recent creation of
the European Circular Economy Stakeholder Platform, a
unique tool for structured dialogue in the EU;
• the European Pillar of Social Rights in 2017;
• full recognition of the constitutional role of civil dialogue
and participatory democracy, as enshrined in Article 11 of
the Treaty, which is unique in the world.
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The EESC’s 60th anniversary: Europe at Work

Throughout my term, I strongly emphasised the EESC’s key
role and the magnitude of its achievements. But I also warned
that the EESC must not rest comfortably on its laurels.

Because we can only be true to ourselves
if we try our very best to fulfil the duty
inherited from our founders: to be the voice
of civil society organisations and assist
EU institutions with their crucial work,
promoting a vibrant civic space.

Sixty years after it was created, the “House of European Civil
Society” is still a wonderful story in the making. For me, there
is no doubt that the EESC, representing “Europe at work” in all
areas of civic, social and economic life, has much to be proud
of but must be open to innovating and developing new ways
to engage civil society. The declaration I presented on 24 May
2018 sets the right path for the future.
The EESC’s 60th anniversary was not only celebrated with a
commemorative plenary session in the European Parliament
Hemicycle, with speeches from former EU institution
presidents Jean-Claude Juncker, Donald Tusk and Antonio
Tajani, among others; it was also marked by a cultural event
co-organised with the La Monnaie opera house.

Celebrations must not only
touch our minds – they
must speak to our hearts.
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Sustainable
development

Europe must be sustainable,
or it will not be at all
From the very start of my term of office, I campaigned relentlessly for the EU to adopt the 2030 Agenda as its overarching,
unifying strategy for the future.

EESC high-level conference on the
Sustainable Development Goals and
Initiatives for Sustainable Global Value
Chains in October 2018
We can only truly achieve sustainable
development if we all move in the same
direction. The actions of some
must become the actions of
all. Business must be fully
involved and mobilised
in relation to the
future EU Sustainable
Development Strategy,
as well as trade unions,
civil society and local
authorities.
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Open Eyes Economy Summit (OEES)
in November 2018

Dare to create a sustainable future refers
to my conviction that we need to attempt
to make substantial changes to our way of
living and to how we construct our societies
that go far beyond minor adjustments.

Europe must be sustainable, or it will not be at all

Towards an EU 2030 strategy for sustainable development –
COP24 and COP25
At COP24 in Katowice and COP25 in Madrid, I strongly advocated
for a new EU multi-stakeholder governance on climate
action and sustainability that brings everyone on board,
both in the policy-making and the implementation processes.

COP24 Katowice 7-8 December 2018
We strongly believe that community-led action on sustainability is key to implementing the Paris
Agreement on climate change and the Sustainable Development Goals. We want to state it loud and
clear that without action by citizens, communities, municipalities, businesses and other civil
society groups, we will simply not be able to meet the objectives of the Paris Agreement.
At COP25 in December 2019, I presented the work done by the
EESC on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the
fight against climate change and put forward the possibility of
formalising an agreement between the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the EESC.
I deplored the lack of political will among the countries attending Madrid’s COP25 to step up climate efforts, which
had led to a mediocre outcome at the international climate
summit. However, I praised the EU, especially European Commission president Ursula von der Leyen’s Communication on
the European Green Deal, and its firm commitment to climate
neutrality by 2050.
At the EESC’s January plenary session, I hosted a debate on
COP25 and the European Green Deal and sent out a
clear message: urgent measures need to be taken
to make climate protection and sustainable
development a reality, and the
European Union must take
the lead.

We are at a critical moment in time.
Unfortunately, the world is not on
track to achieve the objectives of
the Paris Agreement on climate
change or the SDG targets and
this could have devastating
implications for all of us. At the
EESC, we are convinced that
implementing the 2030 Agenda
must be the EU’s top priority for the
next decade. Europe must be the
frontrunner - the global leader
on the climate!
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Working together globally for a sustainable future
Nowhere is an alignment between China and the European
Union on international solutions more important than in
taking the lead in the implementation of the Paris Climate
Agreement.
I was particularly glad that the 17th EU-China roundtable:
meeting of the EESC and the China Economic and Social Council
in Shanghai in July 2019 agreed that the People’s Republic of
China and the EU must jointly assume global leadership in
ensuring that both the SDGs and the Paris Agreement remain
top priorities. I stressed that we should not lose momentum,
given the strong interest in these agreements shown by other
major and growing economies.

The ever-increasing interdependence in this
globally connected world will put demands on us
in terms of closer cooperation to face common
challenges. This is especially so in the area of
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,
whose goals we are all committed to achieving
as a matter of great urgency.
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Europe must be sustainable, or it will not be at all

Mobilising civil society to deliver a sustainable Europe 2030
I strived to promote strong civic engagement among civil society organisations with the goal of achieving a European Union
of sustainable development, pushing for the establishment
of an overarching EU sustainable development strategy and
strongly advocating for civil society to be at the heart of it.

Sustainable Development Festival
by the Italian Alliance for Sustainable
Development (ASviS), 2018 & 2019

The 2030 Agenda is a golden
opportunity because it is simply
a win-win approach. It is good
for business, and essential for
workers and civil society groups
as it puts sustainability at the
centre of all issues so as to
address them with a long-term
strategy in mind.

We need a new, positive European
narrative. We need to translate the
Sustainable Development Goals into
specific measures and solutions,
aiming to make sustainable
consumer choices accessible and
affordable for all. The UN 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development
is not an elitist agenda, but a peoplecentred project.
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Civil Society for rEUnaissance:
rally the troops ahead of the EU elections
Are we brave enough to grasp the urgency of the moment?
With this question I opened one of the most impactful EESC
events of my presidency: “Civil Society for rEUnaissance”.
On 21 February 2019, the EESC brought together Greta
Thunberg and many young climate activists, high-level
guests, leaders of civil society organisations and inspirational
speakers to chart the course for a new narrative ahead of the
European elections. The event attracted extraordinary interest
across Europe, demonstrated not least by the presence of 135
journalists covering the debate.
It was clear to me that, just a few months before the May
elections, it was time to mobilise civil society. The purpose
of the event was to “rally the troops” across the European
Union to defend it against those who claimed to want to save
it by destroying it. With democracy under attack, growing

Euroscepticism, racism and anti-Semitism, and European
values being questioned, I took a firm stance in defence of the
European project.

This is not a time for being resigned
and depressed, and even less so for
spreading fear. On the contrary, it is
a time for taking a gamble, for daring,
for risking, for dreaming. It is the time
for responsibility, for coming together
and for strong alliances between
the most diverse forces. It is time for
a new emotional intelligence,
for innovation and investment, for a
new pact between productive forces,
both between generations and
between different areas.
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Europe must be sustainable, or it will not be at all
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Listening to Europe’s citizens with a view
to achieving a sustainable future (Sibiu and beyond)
The EU must get closer to its citizens and become the global
leader in sustainable development. In view of the Sibiu
Summit on 9 May 2019, the EESC, as a bridge between the
EU institutions and its citizens, proposed its ambitious vision
for the future of Europe in a bold opinion adopted in March
2019. In the opinion, the Committee calls for a new EU strategy
which takes a holistic and cross-sectoral approach, centred
around Europeans’ needs and sustainability.
I presented the EESC’s blueprint for the future of Europe
at the conference “The Future of Europe. Perspectives of
Contemporary Developments”, which took place in Sibiu,
alongside the EU summit of heads of state and government
on the future of Europe.
The EU can undoubtedly get stronger if mainstream politicians
promote a new vision for fair, resilient, innovative, inclusive
and sustainable growth, rather than “nationalistic” determination. This vision already exists: it is called the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development, based on Article 3 of the Treaty on
European Union, voted and agreed on by everyone. This is the
matrix for the strategy.

If Member States and EU civil
society fully embrace the 2030
Agenda strategy by implementing
an ambitious EU budget, we will
be able to embark upon a
positive economic, social,
environmental and
institutional path
towards renewal, a true
rEUnaissance.
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In early 2019, I responded to French President Emmanuel
Macron’s call for a “European Renaissance” by saying:
“rEUnaissance is the way to go”.
In a letter to Mr Macron published in European media outlets,
I expressed my full support for engineering a new European
Renaissance and launched four challenges:
• make the 2030 Agenda the strategic and overarching
plan for the next Commission, the next EU budget and
the European Semester;
• on the occasion of the 500th anniversary of Leonardo da
Vinci’s death in 2019, put culture and science at the
heart of the European project to inject more creativity
and emotional intelligence into all new initiatives;
• properly mobilise intermediary bodies, such
as civil society organisations and local
authority organisations, to launch a
great alliance in favour of structured
dialogues and consultations with
citizens;
• launch a new partnership with
Africa for joint sustainable progress
and make it the leading goal in
the next Commission’s foreign and
global strategy.

Europe must be sustainable, or it will not be at all

Bringing all economic and social councils in Europe on board
with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
Soon after the 2019 European elections, I met with the presidents
and secretaries-general of the economic and social councils of
the EU at the annual meeting in Rome. In the presence of Italy’s
President, Sergio Mattarella, and Minister for Foreign Affairs,
Enzo Moavero Milanesi, we had a unique opportunity to clearly
set out our vision for the future of Europe. In our discussions,
we focused on economic and social councils’ role in sustainable
development and the implementation of the European Pillar of
Social Rights.
Speaking in front of Europe’s economic and social councils, I
called on the new European Parliament and the future European
Commission to assert firm and decisive political leadership
to enable Europe to become the world leader in sustainable
development. For civil society, it is clear that the sustainable
development agenda, representing a new opportunity for
progress and security, is a win-win for everyone:
• for employers,
• for trade unions and workers,
• and for civil society, at both EU and national level.

The European Union was truly the best
idea we had in the last century. A daring,
highly successful project for peace and
progress which we have laboured to build,
step by step, over more than 60 years.
Now, together, we must propel it into the
future, in the firm belief that it is what is
truly needed today.

Europe must become a
global leader in sustainable
development.
Paris, 2019
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Social dimension of sustainable development
The social dimension of sustainable development occupied a
prominent role throughout my term in office.

As the social dimension is inextricably linked to the economic and environmental
dimensions of sustainability, it is vital to link sustainable development with social
policy and the implementation of the European Pillar of Social Rights.
Once the European Green Deal was outlined in Commission president Ursula von der Leyen’s political guidelines,
I pointed out that the European Green and the social deal
should be part of an overarching, long-term strategy for sustainable development with a clear implementation plan and
adequate financing, as the EESC has been urging for years.

Employment and Social
Developments in Europe (ESDE)
2019 high-level conference
“Sustainable growth for all:
choices for the future of Social
Europe”
27 September 2019

Europe needs a paradigm
shift and a new model of
growth, one that is qualitatively
different from what we have had
so far, is more socially inclusive and
ecologically sustainable, and is able to
encourage and support the convergence of the digital and
ecological transitions in our countries and societies.
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Europe must be sustainable, or it will not be at all

High-level conference:
“The Future of Work: Today. Tomorrow. For All”
9 April 2019

Investment in people, good-quality and inclusive education, and
people’s access to lifelong learning, upskilling and reskilling must
be at the core of the future work strategy.

I stressed on several occasions that the European Pillar of Social
Rights (EPSR) must be used as a means to implement the 2030
Sustainable Development Agenda, as the SDGs are linked to
the rights and principles that flow from it. For months, I have
campaigned for the social pillar to be implemented.

If we want the social pillar
to improve the well-being
of all citizens, who is better
placed than the EESC to assess
implementation from a territorial
and civil society perspective?
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A thriving Social Economy so that no one is left behind

The social economy seeks to create a future based on economic and social
progress, in a European Union where the values of cooperation, solidarity and
diversity prevail, and where social innovation plays an important role.

The social economy and social entrepreneurship
occupied an important place throughout my
term of office. Taking part in the European Day
of Social Economy Enterprises in 2018 and 2019,
I emphasised the need to build an enabling
ecosystem for social economy enterprises, and
support and promote the social economy, which
has been a critical driver of economic and social
development in Europe for the past decade.
In a collaborative book, I wrote a chapter with
EESC Member Ariane Rodert underlining that
the social economy embodies the essence of the
values on which the European Union was built
(Article 3 TEU). It is both an opportunity and a
means for citizen participation, responsibility
and ownership of our sustainable future. It constitutes a far-reaching instrument to enable the
EU to move closer to its commitments under the
UN 2030 Agenda on Sustainable Development. It
must be pointed out that regulating the social economy with
new legal forms does not in itself constitute progress in fostering the social economy that goes beyond its recognition by the
institutions. Rather, national and regional action plans are key
policies for boosting the social economy.

Social enterprises are also very unique drivers of social innovation,
which has been key in meeting the growing need for assistance and care
for people who cannot look after themselves, particularly older people
and people with a disability.
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Europe must be sustainable, or it will not be at all
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Peace

Peace
Reconciling the historical memories of Central, Eastern and
Western Europe to build a stronger Union (Krakow, Poland)
In the EU, we have created a huge single market and a common currency, but
it seems as though, since the most recent enlargement and the welcoming
of Central and Eastern European countries into our EU family, we have failed
to create a common approach to Europe’s past based on the foundation of
European core values, such as humanism, tolerance and democracy.
We seem reluctant to explore our history and civilisation, the
cradle of the best and the worst, Beethoven and Auschwitz.
Forgetting that we have provided the world with some cardinal values – freedom, rationality, secularism and solidarity – we
are entangled in parochial nationalism, rather than priding ourselves on what we have built and what we have in common,
which should allow us to match a shared identity with national
identities.
Conscious of this missing link and the need to reconcile memories to build a stronger Union, we decided to organise the first
EESC enlarged presidency meeting of my term of office in June
2018 in Krakow (Poland), a symbolic place of memories. During
the visit, we took part in a debate at the University of Krakow,
attended by Polish intellectuals, on the reconciliation through
memory of the two lungs of Europe, bringing a breath of creative understanding between Western and Central and Eastern
Europe. We also visited Auschwitz-Birkenau.
The aim was to talk freely about history, culture and expectations for the future of the European Union, reflecting on how
we Europeans can come to terms with our own respective pasts
in an unbiased way, genuinely embracing common European
principles and values.
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Peace

At the time of the 2004 enlargement, Western Europe assumed
Eastern Europe could simply be absorbed into the Western system of values and historical memory and would perfectly adapt
to it. We never asked ourselves whether Western Europe also
needed to make some adjustments or do some soul-searching
in order for the two “lungs” to breathe harmoniously together.

The time has come for a critical
European culture of remembrance
rather than a single, imposed culture
of remembrance.

As Karol Wojtyła said: More must
be done to strengthen peace, by
reconciling memories from east and
west, thereby enabling a form of peace
that can breathe using both lungs.
The longer we delay reconciling our past histories, the harder
it will be to construct a genuine new European collective
memory and forge a new identity, based on diversity, with
the aim of developing a sense of common history, common
belonging and, finally, common destiny.
We must talk freely about our history, our cultures and our
expectations for the future of the European Union.
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WWI Centennial:
“never again” by making commemoration personal
A commemorative ceremony is challenging as the collective memories of
the countries we come from reflect different narratives and trigger different
thoughts of lost territories, people slaughtered senselessly and vain promises.
The First World War shattered the established order in Europe. In
1914, political leaders expected the war to be a limited conflict
between opposing powers and alliances to establish a new
equilibrium in the Balkans. Instead, the conflict turned into
a long intercontinental war involving the Americas, Asia, the
Middle East and Africa, mobilising more than 30 nations.
It was a war that exposed the European ruling classes’ inability
to reconcile national aspirations and interests in a peaceful and
collaborative manner; they instead surrendered to the flattery
of aggressive nationalists and their expansionist rhetoric.

The Centennial commemoration, held on 14 December 2018,
was opened by EESC member Jane Morrice, who read the poem
Dulce et Decorum Est. The poem was followed by music by Maurice Ravel, which he composed in memory of his friends who
died in the Great War, played by the La Monnaie wind quintet.

We must make sure we do not take
peace for granted. Reconciliation and
peace are the European Union’s greatest
achievements. Without peace, there is no
growth, no decent jobs and no cohesion.
Without peace, there is no sustainable
Europe – no sustainable Earth.
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French historian Nicolas Offenstadt then shared his thoughts
on the purpose of commemorations. The European Union can
look back on 70 years of peace, and we can be proud of this
achievement. But we must beware of our own contemporary
European arrogance, thinking that war can never happen again.
However, we have learnt from the past and have installed
systems of governance, checks and balances and means to
further social equality.
The European Union is the greatest project of reconciliation and
solidarity, of mutual trust based on the rule of law, and of peace
and prosperity in the world.

Peace

We need to oppose those who claim that going back to national formats and
building walls and fences will save the day. The only certainty is that, despite its
limitations, the European Union is still the best gift we can give to our children and
our children’s children. That is how we can make commemoration personal.
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Peace and Borders in Europe: a journey through the past
to remove barriers on the land and in minds
To highlight the risk of building new
walls and borders, we launched the
“Peace and Borders in Europe”
initiative in 2019. It aimed to make the
reconciliation of memory a cornerstone
of the European project.

The first stop was Belfast to shed light on the history of
cross-community conflict and its sensitivity in the Brexit
negotiations. Then we went to Sopron and Berlin to
commemorate the historic “Pan-European Picnic” and the
fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989.

The initiative was also created to
coincide with the 30th anniversary of
the falls of the Berlin Wall and the Iron
Curtain, historic events that profoundly transformed Europe’s
political landscape and led to the unification of the European
continent.
It also pays tribute to the 2018 own-initiative opinion on The
WhiteDoveWay – Proposal for an EU-led global peace-building
strategy, which proposes a metaphorical and physical route
map, a European Path of Peace, stretching from Northern Ireland
to Nicosia, to physically engage citizens so they are included in
the EU peace process and empowered to achieve its goal.
Based on the idea that peace is one the European Union’s
greatest achievements, I reflected on the presence of political
and psychological borders in Europe and their impact on our
economic and social development.

I believe we must overcome borders, both
political and geographical ones, but also
borders of the mind, which restrict our
freedom of thought and, ultimately, our
actions. Barriers prevent us from finding
new solutions, discovering new perspectives
and thus hinder growth and mutual
understanding.
The individual places were chosen due to the clear impact of
borders on their historical or current realities.
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The final visit to Nicosia focused on Europe’s only divided
capital and highlighted the island’s increasingly challenging geopolitical situation and the divisions between the
two communities.

Peace

The four visits had great added value in
exploring pathways towards solutions,
involving both civil society and national,
regional and local authorities.
Despite the large differences between the
situations in each country, the four visits
all demonstrated that the role of civil society
was key to overcoming borders and barriers and
furthering trust, cohesion, sustainable social and economic
development and peace.

Joint narratives are of the utmost
importance in promoting cohesion and an
open identity, and dismantling existing
“barriers of the mind”. Education and
culture have a key role to play in advancing
an open and forward-looking vision for a
common peaceful future.
The “Borders and Peace” series showed that the European
Union’s raison d’être as a peace project is indisputable. However,
peace and solidarity are not laws of nature.
We must learn from our past achievements and not close our
eyes to the existing divisions and borders in our societies, allowing Europe to remain a beacon of peace for all citizens. This will
require continuous effort, perseverance and dialogue to bridge
differences.
Achieving reconciliation would strengthen even further the
global position of the European model of solidarity, freedom
and human rights.

Without true peace, there can be
no economic, social, cultural and
environmental sustainability.
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Migration: a manageable issue, not a problem
Throughout my term of office, we never stopped raising
awareness of the need for a forward-looking and
comprehensive EU migration and asylum policy based on
solidarity and ambitious pragmatism.
In the face of the often intolerant and xenophobic debates
taking place in Europe, fuelled by misinformation and stereotypes, we tried to forge a new positive narrative.

We need to stop turning a
completely manageable
challenge into a
tragedy by closing
ports and offloading
responsibility.

To demonstrate the importance
of seeing where contemporary
migration fits into the bigger picture, of
considering migration to be a timeless and
universal human practice, as seen throughout
European and global history, I organised a visit to
the Red Star Line Museum to focus specifically on European
emigration via Antwerp to the United States and Canada in
the late 19th and early 20th centuries.

We have been a continent of
emigrants for centuries, now we have
become the Promised Land for many.
Let’s not shut our doors as that would
be unfair.
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During the migration crisis at the Greek-Turkish border in March
2020, we visited Athens with the EESC permanent study group
on Immigration and Integration (IMI) to show our full support
for and solidarity with the Greek authorities and civil society.
On that occasion, at a meeting with the Greek Minister
for Asylum and Migration,
Panagiotis Mitarachi, we
called for more solidarity
among EU Member States.

Peace

It is unacceptable that some Member States are opting out of our joint obligations
and leaving others to carry a disproportionate burden in managing migration
flows. We need to find common solutions with unity and determination, and by
strengthening the principle of solidarity so it is not perceived as an empty word.
Managing our borders and reforming the EU’s asylum law is the responsibility of
Europe as a whole and cannot be further delayed.

When COVID-19 hit Europe, I gave a strong warning not to
forget that millions of refugees have the right to health and
safety. I held a webinar to discuss how the EU can advance
the New Pact on Migration and Asylum, setting the conditions for more equal relationships with third countries
and putting forward a mechanism that can foster genuine
solidarity between Member States.

We must now show courage, we must now
decide on the future of the European project
and we must now show whether we can live
up to our history and our responsibilities
towards new generations.
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Strengthening links within the Euro-Mediterranean region
to push for a Renaissance with our neighbours
To find sustainable solutions for migration and asylum, I am
convinced that the answers lie in mainstreaming sustainable
development. I made the most of every possible forum for
discussion to work together with the southern Mediterranean
neighbourhood and create peace, prosperity and stability
on both sides of the Mediterranean. I campaigned for a bold
stance to review the so-called Dublin regulation, convinced
that failing to reach an agreement was not an option.
At the conclusive conference on Promotion of Social Dialogue in the Southern Mediterranean Neighbourhood on
14 March 2019, I highlighted the key role that the EESC has
played since the beginning of the Barcelona Process in developing social dialogue in the southern neighbourhood, identifying common solutions and exchanging best practices to
face the region’s shared challenges.
At the Union for the Mediterranean (UfM) Regional Forum
on 10 October 2019, I supported the UfM’s strategic priorities
and emphasised the importance of regional stability, or in a
broader sense, peace across the Mediterranean.

34

Cooperation is of the utmost importance
for all of us, particularly in a moment
dominated by common challenges such
as climate change, social cohesion,
security and migration.
The cooperation between the EESC and the UfM will be further
strengthened in the future, following the revision of our Memorandum of Understanding that I strongly encouraged.
Digitalisation and SMEs in the Mediterranean region were
at the core of the discussion at the 2019 EuroMed Summit
on 22 and 23 October 2019 in Barcelona, where I discussed
the region’s common challenges and adopted an information
report, which has been widely disseminated in Europe as well
as in the southern Mediterranean. Thanks to the productive
dialogue that I had with a number of Mediterranean partners,
where I called for the 2020 EuroMed Summit to be held in the
southern Mediterranean, it was agreed that the next summit
will take place in Morocco.

Peace

At the General Assembly of the Union of Economic & Social
Councils and Similar Institutions of Africa (UCESA), just
one week after I attended the UN Climate Change Conference
(COP25) in Madrid, I called for renewed political commitment,
leadership and guidance to achieve the climate targets and
SDGs, highlighting the importance of cooperation with the
African continent.

Sustainable development is a common
worldwide goal; it requires a joint effort
from all nations so as to achieve the
sustainable use of natural resources
and prosperity for everyone.
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AU-EU Renaissance – a renewed partnership for joint,
sustainable progress

Africa was one of my key priorities, as
I called for a renewed partnership for
joint, sustainable progress – an AU-EU
Renaissance.
Since the beginning, the negotiations for the post-Cotonou
agreement featured high on our agenda and we visited the
continent twice – Ethiopia in May 2019 and Senegal in January 2020 – with the aim of strengthening relations and creating new synergies with civil society on the ground.

The future of Africa is the future of Europe
and the EU-Africa partnership is
an investment in our shared future.
I am convinced that the keen and
genuine interest in switching from
a “donor-recipient” relationship to
genuine peer-to-peer cooperation based
on complementary interests cannot be
achieved without the full involvement
of civil society.

36

This message was strongly underlined at the high-level panel “From development to partnership” that the EESC organised at the December 2019 plenary, where a number of
international and EU speakers, including Commissioner for
International Partnerships Jutta Urpilainen, highlighted the
important work carried out by European and African civil society organisations.

Peace

The EESC has always played a front-line role in ensuring that “nonstate actors” are heavily involved in the cooperation and partnership process with Africa, and the EESC is ready to strengthen its
role in relation to the upcoming EU-Africa strategy.
During the high-level missions to the continent, I also stressed
the need to prioritise regional infrastructure as an underpinning
element of the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA).

The EESC can help maximise synergies
between Europe’s and Africa’s
private sectors, and promote actions
focused on diversifying Africa’s
economies, whether by strengthening
productive capacity in agriculture or
by supporting regional and transcontinental transport and promoting
digitalisation.
Africa did not lose its central position in my agenda despite
the COVID-19 pandemic. I contributed to the debates and held
several webinars to discuss the impact of COVID-19 on the
new EU-Africa Strategy, stressing the need for the EU to implement a #WhateverItTakes strategy for its sister continent, too.

We all know that no country or continent
can fight the COVID-19 pandemic alone.
Europe needs to fully implement a
#WhateverItTakes strategy for its sister
continent, too. Together we can find and
build solutions that work for Africa and
Europe alike.
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A win-win partnership with the Western Balkans
I strengthened links with civil society in the Western Balkans,
highlighting the value of European reunification and the promotion of fundamental values in the region’s countries, which
will ensure security, enhance social and economic development, and consolidate democracy and the rule of law in Europe.
I participated in the 7th EESC Western Balkans Civil Society
Forum held in Tirana in April 2019, just a few months before
the country’s administrative elections, and I underlined the
EESC’s support for the region’s partners in their path towards
EU membership and the importance of prioritising reforms
in the rule of law, fundamental rights and the functioning of
democratic institutions.

A win-win partnership with the Western
Balkans leading to accession in the long
run can only strengthen the continent
as we share the same history, the same
culture and the same destiny.
For the Western Balkan countries’ accession process to be a
success, civil society organisations need to be meaningfully
involved in the integration process, as I said in Sofia at a
conference on the cohesion of the Western Balkan ahead of a
crucial EU-Western Balkans summit on 17 May 2018.
I have always been convinced of the need to open negotiations with Albania and North Macedonia and welcomed the
Council’s decision from 24 March 2020:

During these difficult times for the region,
Europe and the world, it is crucially
important to send the Western Balkans
the encouraging and positive message
that we stand united.
The EESC now expects a robust Green Agenda as part of the
Economic and Investment Plan for the Western Balkans, as it
is in the interest of both the European Union and the Western
Balkans to turn current challenges into opportunities.

38

The recovery plan to tackle the
COVID-19 health, economic and social
crisis must be green and social. And
here, civil society has a crucial role
to play in the transition towards a
greener and more sustainable society.

Peace

Showcasing culture’s untapped potential to secure peace at
the Paris Peace Forum
Advancing the cause of global
peace and avoiding conflict in a
changing world requires a change of
paradigm. It requires us to explore
new approaches and include culture
in peacekeeping and reconciliation.
At the Paris Peace Forum in November 2019, I conveyed the
message that culture has enormous untapped potential to
become a unifying and mobilising tool for Europe and the
world, bringing hope, new positive narratives and a possible
second Renaissance.
We should not be naïve, though. Isolationist and nationalistic
movements often abuse the concepts of culture and identity,
using their emotional potential. Indeed, the cultural dimension
is often at the heart of peace-building processes by being at
once part of the problem and part of the solution. As a source
of identity, meaning and belonging, culture can both facilitate
social cohesion and justify social exclusion and xenophobia.

Only through education and cultural
intelligence can we promote a
positive identity, creativity and thus
flexible thinking as an antidote to
nationalistic narratives.
We ceaselessly strive to create a culture of peace as a way
of being, doing and living in society that can be taught,
developed and, best of all, improved upon. The culture of
peace is peace in action. Civil society has a crucial role to play
here because culture cannot be imposed “top down” and its
strength results from it being part of the fabric of communities
and their citizens.
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Safeguarding the civic space to strengthen fundamental
rights and democracy in Europe
At a time when European values and fundamental rights are in
danger because of the spread of populism and extremism, civil
society is needed more than ever given its role in improving
society and ensuring democracy, fundamental rights and the
rule of law.
To improve mutual cooperation and greater political
engagement for the promotion and protection of fundamental
rights and democracy, the 2018 Annual Colloquium on
fundamental rights, organised by the European Commission,
was a key event in which we stressed how civil society
organisations provide checks and balances governing our
European democracies and insisted that we must continue to
safeguard and monitor civic space.

In May 2019, I invited Raya Kalenova (European Jewish
Congress), Michael Bilewicz (Centre for Research on Prejudice, University of Warsaw) and Joel Kotek (Free University of Brussels – ULB) to a debate at our plenary session
to discuss the rise of anti-Semitism in Europe. The issue
is central to what we stand for in Europe: recent events
are showing us that we must not let our guard down and
think that the 60 years of peace in Europe can be taken
for granted. And although our fundamental rights are enshrined in Article 2 of the Treaty of the European Union,
we need to defend them every single day.
As Primo Levi said: “We cannot understand fascism, but
we can and must understand from where it springs, and
we must be on our guard... because what happened can
happen again... For this reason, it is everyone’s duty to reflect on what happened.”
Meeting Alberto Israel and Italian “Senator for life” Liliana
Segre, two Auschwitz survivors, was a very moving experience.
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In November 2019, I opened the conference on “Fundamental
rights and the rule of law – Trends in the EU from a civil society
perspective”, organised by the EESC Group on Fundamental
Rights and the Rule of Law, which was created in 2018 in
response to the increasing number of attacks on civil society
and concerns about shrinking space for its activities.

A strong and vibrant civil society
is vital for our democracies
and our European values and,
therefore, we need a strong
“civil society component”.

Peace

I actively participated in a number of other events to
highlight the role of civil society in ensuring democracy
and fundamental rights, among them “Representation
in the age of Populism: Ideas for global action” held in
Brussels in June 2018, the “Democracy Alive” event held
in Texel, the Netherlands in April 2019, and the “International Civil Society Forum” held in Bucharest, Romania
in June 2019.

Our streets and squares, villages and
cities – all public spaces – must be places
of exchange and safety for everyone,
regardless of their colour or religion.

#georgefloyd
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Brexit
During the presidency, Brexit was a constant challenge. The UK
stopped being a member of the European Union on 31 January
2020. This was a decision of historical importance that the EESC
deeply regrets but that we had to accept and respect.
The farewell ceremony for the UK members and delegates
that took place during the plenary session in January 2020
was a sad and very moving moment in our history.

You will not be here with us, but I know
you will be there with us, because
there is no other option than a strong
relationship between the EU and the UK
and we at EESC will do #whateverittakes
to keep that strong link and bond.
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Peace

On that occasion, we underlined that the EESC had to remain
and act as a bridge with British civil society. I stressed that EU
civil society is united in calling for collective responsibility to
incentivise both sides to reach a deal for a strong future partnership and prevent damaging even further the chances for a
recovery in the post-COVID-19 era.
Even before I became president, I made a point of launching
a number of fact-finding missions in the UK, which were then
continued by the EESC Brexit Follow-up Group. These missions
allowed us to keep the channels of communication and
engagement open.

These are not normal times and
all the dynamics that existed
before Brexit have changed. The EU
and the UK cannot afford further
uncertainty. This is the time for a
collaborative and a consensusbuilding new era, where respect
and fair play find new meaning
for a long-standing new EU-UK
partnership.

In the light of the COVID-19 pandemic, I called for consensusbuilding new momentum.
We expressed our deep gratitude to and support for EU chief
negotiator Michel Barnier, who attended the EESC plenary three
times during my presidency.
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Culture

Culture
rEUnaissance – A cultural vision for Europe
Throughout my term of office, I tried to put the role of culture
at the very heart of EU policymaking. Culture is a powerful catalyst for the much-needed paradigm shift in thinking beyond
economic growth – for a future that is equitable, inclusive,
peaceful and environmentally sustainable.
It can help design new methods of thinking, developing new
patterns of behaviour to move beyond merely patching up
problems, towards a true new, long-term and daring vision
for the future. Because there is no doubt that culture and
creativity can overcome the sectoral, reductionist and linear
approach that most countries have been used to in recent
decades, and help to achieve the ambitious goals enshrined
in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development in a crosscutting way.
The “rEUnaissance – A cultural vision for Europe” event
held on 31 October 2019 was lively and enthusiastic and one
of the most inspirational debates during the presidency, pushing for the enormous untapped potential of culture and the
arts to become a unifying and mobilising force for Europe – a
driver for a new European rEUnaissance.

Europe was a cultural space before
it was a political idea – a place of
immeasurable cultural heritage
and linguistic and cultural diversity.
However, culture has so far been
absent from the dominant political
discourse.
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Culture

People visit Europe for its rich culture, its art, its cuisine, its fashion and its unique ancient monuments. Our continent claims
more World Heritage sites than any other country in the world.
Europe should thus invest more in measures and policies to
relaunch and promote an environmentally and socially sustainable tourism sector starting from cultural tourism, which registers an ever-increasing growth every year and constitutes a
factor of social integration and development.
I support a broad concept of cultural heritage that embraces
history, art, anthropology and religions: in short, a European
heritage that we have in common, and that can help create
a strong identity. Perhaps we can say that it is not cultural
heritage per se that creates a European identity, but our way of
reflecting on it.
Thus, in order to curtail the political, identity and governance
crisis currently weakening Europe, tapping into the diversity of
European culture can promote values, strengthen resilience and
a reflective, creative mindset and develop formal education and
other training paths. The openness and diversity of our identity
can be understood through the historical development of our
cultural heritage which is the “cement of European peoples.”
This is why I recommend that our heritage should be promoted
and arts as well as history be taught to all citizens of Europe.
Cultural evening at Mupho,
Saint-Louis photography museum, Senegal,
17 January 2020

Public hearing
of the European Economic and Social Committee
in collaboration with Borsa Mediterranea del Turismo
Archeologico
“An EU strategy for Tourism and Culture for a new
European Renaissance. Towards the promotion
of cultural heritage as a driver for sustainable
economic development”
Paestum, Salerno, 15 November 2019
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Creating a European cultural space
Cultural heritage is the foundation of the European Union.
For centuries, artists, merchants, academics and the clergy
exchanged and collaborated beyond the constantly changing
borders of nation states, creating a European cultural space.

a rEUnaissance. In April 2019, I had the honour to speak at the
“Cultural heritage and social innovation” event in Dublin as
part of the European Commission’s follow-up to the European
Year of Cultural Heritage.

This was my message at the European Cultural Heritage
Summit in Berlin in June 2018, which was organised by the
German Cultural Heritage Committee, Europa Nostra and
the Prussian Cultural Heritage Foundation, with the
support of the European Commission.

Another important event I attended was the European Cultural
Heritage Summit in Paris in October 2019, which was under
the high patronage of French President Emmanuel Macron.

The summit provided a platform for highlevel decision-makers, policymakers
and cultural heritage stakeholders
to discuss how best to use cultural
heritage as a strategic resource
with multiple benefits for the future
of Europe. “Let’s recognise heritage
as a priority for European policies
and funding,” I said at the summit,
where I also expressed my support
for the “Berlin Call to Action”, which
was signed by over 2000 political and
cultural figures committed to a “Europe of
Culture and Cultural Heritage”.
I continued advocating the importance of cultural heritage
throughout my presidency. At the European Parliament
high-level event on “Cultural heritage in Europe: linking
past and future” in June 2018, I stressed once more the
potential of culture in the endeavour to create a new future,
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By understanding our past,
our cultures, our diverse
populations and our joint
humanity, we will be able to
bring about a new future for
our European continent.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, I also contributed to a webinar with eminent personalities on “Cultural heritage as a powerful catalyst for the future of Europe” and shared my vision for
the future of Europe and the role cultural heritage can play in
it, in particular in the aftermath of the pandemic.

Culture

The LEONARDO project to spur cultural democracy
2019 was the year of the 500th anniversary of Leonardo Da
Vinci’s death. In a challenging time in European politics, before
the crucial European elections in May 2019, I looked to the
Renaissance for inspiration to craft a positive narrative for the
European Union of today.
The Renaissance saw an explosion of artistic expression often
inspired by scientific discoveries and new political and social
ideas. Famous, highly influential artists, scientists and travellers ushered in new ideas about discovery, travel, invention,
art, philosophy and the world. Leonardo da Vinci, who was
a painter, scientist, musician and philosopher, is perhaps the
most famous Renaissance man.
This is why we launched the LEONARDO project:
rEUnaissance today, intended to act as a bridge between
2018, the European Year of Cultural Heritage, and 2019, the
500th anniversary of Leonardo’s death.

The project team collaborated with “The Impossible
Exhibitions” which, by creating perfect digital copies of great
Renaissance paintings, has started a new type of museum,
designed for not only seasoned museum-goers, but also
the large number of people that do not usually go to art
exhibitions, and young people, who are highly attracted to
innovation: an example of cultural democracy.
The LEONARDO project
was launched in Rome
in November 2018. The
project was a concrete
expression of the slogan
of my presidency,
“rEUnaissance”.
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Refresh the EU narrative: L’Europa e’ bella
What we need is a Europe that is more united, more democratic, more
inclusive, more ecological, more welcoming, more dynamic, and more
aware of its strengths, creativity and cultural wealth.
As part of my initiative to reinvent Europe, artists and activists
came together to craft a new narrative for Europe. The
campaign, called #LEuropaebella, was launched ahead of the
2019 European elections to stand strong against populist and
xenophobic tendencies in Europe.
Culture and the arts touch us on a profoundly emotional
level, going beyond rational comprehension. Emotions are
important, even in politics and governance.

It has been demonstrated
that culture and
cultural practice have a
positive correlation with
democracy, allowing for
a shift in perspective,
active engagement and
empowerment.
The campaign started with the awareness that many of
today’s challenges – including environmental changes caused
by humans, social tensions both within local communities
and right up to the level of international relations, and the
inability to adapt political systems to the increasingly rapid
changes brought about by the international digital revolution
in an ethical and proactive manner – can only be confronted
constructively if culture is placed at the centre.

#LEuropaebella

Like in the Renaissance, citizens need to be empowered to have a say in issues
affecting their lives, and a sense of urgency needs to be recreated, with culture
and the arts driving creativity and acting as catalysts for change.
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NEMO: a political internship
Having made culture a top priority, the Network of European
Museum Organisations (NEMO), which represents over 30,000
museums in 40 countries of the Council of Europe, invited me
to participate in a political internship in May 2019 and gave
me a unique behind-the-scenes experience of the Royal Museums of Turin and the museum sector’s unique and still little
known contribution to everyday social cohesion, education
and development in our cities and regions.

Museums help us preserve and understand our cultural heritage.
Information about our complex, non-linear and diverse history will help
us better appreciate cultural diversity and thus resist nationalistic and
simplistic discourse. Museums thus play a key role in developing resilience
and an open European identity.
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Beyond
priorities

Beyond priorities
2019 EU elections – bringing the EU closer to its citizens
“There are too many people who feel that their opinions are
not taken on board. If this feeling persists, our democratic
system risks collapse, and so does our peace project, in which
I believe from the very bottom of my heart,” I said at the
European Citizens’ Panel in May 2018.

We cannot allow the efforts of previous
generations, who painstakingly
restored peaceful exchanges between
nations and people after the war,
to be swept away.
At a time when the European project faced transformative
challenges, it was important to show that it was still capable
of providing a vision for our common future.
This is why when former French Minister for European Affairs
Nathalie Loiseau presented the European consultation
process, proposed by French President Emmanuel Macron, to
the EESC, the “EU House of Civil Society” was swift to offer its
venue to host this public consultation on the future of Europe,
seeing it as the natural venue for any discussion with the
public on this matter.
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As the host of the event, we welcomed 80 citizens from
27 Member States to the debate. The European Citizens’ Panel
was a first, taking a representative group of Europeans to discuss our common future in this changing world.

We are firm believers in participation,
consultation and representative
democracy as pillars of our political
systems. Europe cannot exist only via
governments: economic and social
actors and civil society must be on
board, allowing for the diversity of
Europe to express itself.
On 5 December 2018, former president of the European Parliament Antonio Tajani and I signed a joint declaration on cooperation ahead of the 2019 EU elections.
In this spirit, the EESC organised awareness-raising campaigns
and its members were asked to act as ambassadors in the
#ThisTimeImVoting campaign and increase their social media
communication targeting youth, including first-time voters.

Beyond priorities

Strengthening relations with other EU institutions
Throughout my EESC presidency, I sought to strengthen
cooperation with the other EU institutions, as well as with the
rotating presidency of the Council of the European Union and
national parliaments.

The EESC continued to actively promote dialogue between
civil society and the European Commission and the
European Parliament.
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Strengthening relations with other EU institutions
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Beyond priorities

I regularly attended meetings of the European Parliament’s
Committee on Constitutional Affairs (AFCO) to present the
EESC’s views and work on the future of Europe debate. In April
2019, I joined the AFCO debate on the citizens’ dialogues and
citizens’ consultations on the future of Europe and had the
opportunity to promote the EESC and CoR’s idea of establishing
a permanent EU mechanism for structured consultations
and dialogues with citizens.

AFCO meeting
October 2018

Defend the European project – not for what it is today, but what it has achieved
in the last 70 years. […] let us see the glass half full, rather than half empty, carve
a positive narrative of our achievements… And roll up our sleeves to continue
working on the construction of our Union. Only together we can solve global
challenges and shape a sustainable future for the next generation.

After having met with the Chair of the Conference of Committee
Chairs (CCC) Cecilia Wikström in December 2018, I took part in
the CCC meeting in March 2019. We had the opportunity to
discuss the progress achieved as well as future cooperation.
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Strengthening relations with other EU institutions
The EESC also worked closely with the rotating presidency of
the Council of the European Union.
During my term of office, the EU presidency was held by
Bulgaria, Austria, Romania, Finland, Croatia and Germany,
and prime ministers and ministers presented their priorities in
the EESC plenaries, as well as during our enlarged presidency
meeting in the respective countries.
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I had the honour to be the first president of the EESC to attend
the plenary meetings of the Conference of Parliamentary
Committees for Union Affairs (COSAC),
which brings together the EU affairs committees of national parliaments, as well as
Members of the European Parliament. It
was an important step in strengthening
relations with national parliaments.

Beyond priorities

The two Committees chart a path
for a new strategic partnership
Under former Committee of the Regions president Karl-Heinz
Lambertz and my EESC presidency, the two Committees saw
an increase in joint activities and initiatives.
On 13-14 December 2018, the European Council discussed the
results of 1700 citizens’ consultations and dialogues held by
national governments on the future of Europe.

The conference is an opportunity
for the EU to demonstrate that it
can listen to citizens and improve
its functioning and policies.

We were the first to react, suggesting in a joint non-paper the
setting-up of a permanent mechanism for structured consultations and dialogues with citizens.
Such a mechanism would seek to involve civil society organisations, regional parliaments and assemblies and local authorities, with the objective of impacting on the EU’s policy cycle
on a regular basis.
The idea was to make it a permanent, annual exercise and provide real feedback on EU policies to improve their design and
implementation and establish a follow-up mechanism.

More than ever, the European Union needs
a renaissance of its core beliefs and values.
This includes the way in which the EU
institutions address citizens’ concerns and
involve them more directly in decisionmaking. Civil society organisations can
play a crucial role here and stand ready to
start a new dialogue with citizens.
After the European elections, the idea gathered speed and
European Commission president Ursula von der Leyen
announced in her inaugural address in July 2019 and in her
political guidelines her intention to launch a Conference on
the Future of Europe.
Since November 2019, I have been actively involved in influencing the final setup of the conference and have established an ad hoc group to better prepare the EESC’s input.
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2020 COVID-19: dealing with the worst crisis
since the end of WWII
Under my presidency, Europe has faced the worst crisis since
World War II: the COVID-19 pandemic.
Thanks to the joint efforts of the administration and the political level, the Committee’s activities have not stopped: quite
the contrary, we dived into an intense schedule of remote
meetings and innovative communication activities.
The EESC has been at the forefront of helping to design a
recovery plan for a sustainable Europe, increasing its political
presence and its strong contribution to solutionfinding debates and decisions taken at EU
level to deal with the pandemic.
Following the EU response to the
COVID-19 pandemic presented
by the European Commission
on 17 March 2020, the EESC
quickly adopted a key
declaration:
“COVID-19:
Now, we are either a Union
or we are nothing”. (https://
www.eesc.europa.eu/en/
news-media/news/covid-19now-we-are-either-union-orwe-are-nothing)

Now, we are either a Union or we are
nothing. All the Member States must
come together, to support each other
and to coordinate a concerted action.
Acting fast and acting together is the only
effective answer to a crisis that affects us
all. #WhateverItTakes.
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Civil society has had a particularly critical role to play in shaping
the post-COVID-19 recovery and reconstruction and pushing
for prompt and responsible implementation. The EESC
strongly advocated unprecedented coordination and political
coherence at EU level, urging all institutions, authorities and
regulators, at both EU and national level, to take urgent and
decisive measures to contain and combat the pandemic and
tackle the long-term risks for the economy and the well-being
of populations, embarking on the path towards sustainable
development.

The COVID-19
crisis has made it
clear that we need
economic, social
and environmental
sustainability together
with sustainable
healthcare. The
Sustainable Agenda
must be the strategy
to lift us out of this
unprecedented crisis.

In anticipation of the Eurogroup videoconference on 7-9 April
2020, the EESC adopted a declaration calling for a comprehensive European economic recovery plan guided by the principle of European solidarity that would allow EU Member States,
citizens, businesses and workers to cope as well as possible with
the consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic and build a more
sustainable and resilient European economy.

Beyond priorities

Facing this crisis, the EU must be
guided by the principle of being
considered a community of common
destiny. It is possible to adopt and
coordinate common solidarity
measures to counter the negative
health, economic and social effects of
the COVID-19 crisis.
Following requests from the European Parliament, the
EESC adopted its urgent contribution to the reflection and
debate in assembly on the financial assistance to Member
States, the Coronavirus Response Investment Initiative and
the allocation of slots at Community airports.
On my initiative, in April 2020 the EESC established a specific
subcommittee on “Post-COVID-19 crisis recovery and
reconstruction” to work on both implementing the measures
that were decided on and preparing the content of the
recovery plan linked to the EU’s long-term budget.
The work led to an overarching resolution, adopted on 11 June
2020, which spells out that the recovery from the effects of the
COVID-19 crisis will only be successful if it is accompanied by
the restructuring of society.

At the most critical time for Europe
since the end of WWII, the words of
Schuman speak to our present and
warn us about our future.
A collective effort is necessary.
The future of Europe will depend
on the courage of our choices
in the coming months.
On the occasion of the 70th anniversary of the Schuman
Declaration, the EESC together with ten national economic
and social councils (ESCs), including the Economic and Social
Council of Greece, adopted a declaration to commemorate
the foundations of the European project and join forces in the
fight against COVID-19.

We need to focus on reconstruction
as well as recovery. We cannot simply
restore what existed in the past: we
need to restructure and improve it.

During the very first two webinars organised by the EESC, as well as in several virtual bilateral meetings and
interviews, I declared that a fully-fledged Health Union should become the main priority for the future.
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For the first time in the history of the EESC, a plenary session
took place in hybrid format.

A Europe focused on health must
become the key priority of the recovery
– the first real step towards making
Europe safe and drawing a key lesson
from the Covid-19 crisis: protecting
one another to protect ourselves.
This is no longer the time for sterile
debates on shared, complementary
or exclusive powers. Union action is
essential to improve public health and
prevent future pandemics.

More than ever, a collective effort is necessary. By representing civil society
organisations, the European economic and social councils are now, even more than
in the past, the ideal place for joint development and proposals – a place where the
driving forces of our societies can converge, which can allow national and European
institutions to take strong joint decisions.
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Beyond priorities

Under the slogan “The EU must be guided by the principle
of being considered a community of common destiny”, the
EESC adopted a resolution with its proposals for a recovery and
post-COVID-19 reconstruction based on six principles: solidarity, competitiveness, sustainability, job preservation, income
maintenance and participation.

If handled well, we can get
through this together, save
lives, ensure the well-being of
society, transform our socioeconomic models into ones even
more focused on people and the
natural world, and boost global
partnerships for sustainable
development.
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Presidency in numbers
Focus on priorities to give
rEUnaissance a real chance
President Jahier participated in:
• 89 events on Sustainable Development
(such as “COP24” in Katowice and the EESC’s
“Civil Society for rEUnaissance” event with the
participation of Greta Thunberg)

Sustainable
Development

• 43 events on Culture (such as the “EESC 60th
Anniversary Cultural Evening”, the “European
Cultural Heritage Summit” and the EESC
“rEUnaissance: A cultural vision for Europe”
panel)
• 15 events and 4 missions on Peace (such as the
EESC “Centennial Commemoration Ceremony
of the End of World War I” and the “Peace and
Borders” series)

Culture

Over 660 official briefings were prepared
throughout the presidency.

Peace
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Presidency in numbers

Working together for the future of Europe
Throughout his term, President Jahier
sought to strenghten civil society cooperation as well as cooperation with the other
EU institutions and the rotating Presidency
of the Council of the EU.

Members of the European Parliament
National and local government representatives
NGOs, European umbrella organisations and others
European Commission and EEAS representatives
Diplomatic missions
Social partners

40

European Council representatives
European Ombudsman

30

20

10

0
Number of meetings
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Communicating and Engaging
Communication was key during the Jahier
Presidency.
NEWS

President Jahier gave over 100 interviews, published roughly 70 op-eds
and was quoted more than 3000
times in the media
across Europe and
beyond.

57 statements and declarations and
37 blog posts by the President were
released.
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Presidency in numbers

President Jahier was very active
on Twitter. The @EESC_President
account steadily attracted new
followers, with the number more than
doubling since April 2018.

8000
7000
6000
5000
4000

The @EESC_President posted on
average 60 tweets a month.

3000
2000
1000
0
April 2018

August 2020

Number of followers
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Thank you to
an outstanding team
For two and a half years, I have been surrounded by a highly
skilled, professional team made up almost entirely of women.
It has been the first time in the history of the EESC that the
president’s private office has been led by a female Head of
Cabinet.
Sixty years ago, gender equality was enshrined in the Treaty
of Rome as one of the EU’s fundamental values. Since then we
have come a long way in Europe in terms of how we ensure
equality between women and men, but a lot more remains
to be done.
Against the backdrop of persistent economic inequality and
rising intolerance, more than ever we need to continue to raise
awareness of the fact that equality still cannot be taken for
granted and marshal all Member States, civil society and social
partners to take political action.
It is time to break the glass ceiling. Many talk about it – I have
decided to do it.
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Thank you

On the photo:
Luca Jahier with,
from my right:
Alicja Herbowska,
Katherine Heid,
Urszula Sofidis,
Charline Forêt,
Claudia Husdup,
Ulrika Arvidsson
Velasquez,
Stefano Martinelli,
Gabriela Hausmann,
Cinzia Sechi,
Bianca Cozar,
Alessandra Spalletta
and Daniela Vincenti.

We had an impressive journey!
Without each of you
– my passionate dream team –
it simply would have not been possible.
Luca Jahier
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«Paperone per gli ultimi»
Da "Neet" a super-ricco, David Barker ha scelto di combattere la disuguaglianza
Vende la sua impresa digitale e fonda Techcentre, agenzia di innovazione sociale
SILVIA CAMISASCA

O

ggi è la fede cristiana a
guidare i suoi passi.
«Dio è nel cuore del
mio viaggio e motiva tutto quello che faccio, in modo quasi naturale», spiega David Barker,
imprenditore sociale. Alle spalle una traiettoria, intrecciata di
informatica e intelligenza artificiale, che l’ha portato fuori
dalla povertà, al successo e poi
a una nuova consapevolezza
che quella ricchezza andava
messa al servizio degli ultimi.
Nato a Manchester, il 15 ottobre
1971, in una famiglia molto povera, David vede nella tecnologia una via d’uscita dall’indigenza. «Avevo sedici anni ed ero un "Neet", come si definisce
in inglese chi non lavora e neppure studia», racconta, «perché
i miei genitori non avevano i
soldi
per mandarmi
Avvenire
- 31/07/2019all’universita». I consulenti di carriera mi
consigliarono di entrare nell’e-

sercito, ma il mio sogno era
di lavorare nel digitale, anche
se tutti dicevano che non ce
l’avrei fatta. È stato un apprendistato offerto dal governo britannico che mi ha
salvato la vita».
Nel 1994, ad appena ventitre
anni, David diventa uno dei primi imprenditori online del Regno Unito. Fonda "Moonfish",
agenzia di marketing digitale
che produce siti web e piattaforme online e si occupa di
campagne di pubblicità per società importanti come Microsoft, Cisco, Unilever e charities
famose come Oxfam e Amnesty International.
Nel giro di dieci anni la società
diventa una delle prime dieci
del Regno Unito e David si ritrova ricco. «Nel 2004 guadagnavo 150.000 sterline al mese», dice, «avevo un’auto sportiva costosissima, una grande
casa e tutte le trappole di una
vita da ricchi. Tanti mi congra-

David Barker
tulavano dicendo che avevo
realizzato il sogno capitalista.
Tuttavia mi sentivo vuoto dentro. Ho sempre pensato che il
capitalismo fosse un sistema
che portava vantaggi a tutti, in
qualunque posto del mondo.
Mi resi conto, però, che non era cosi perché il divario tra ricchi e poveri aumentava in continuazione».
L’imprenditore fa, allora, una
scelta coraggiosa: vende la sua
società e finanzia un progetto
di ricerca sulle ragioni per le

quali il capitalismo è un sistema cosi ingiusto. Si accorge che
il successo e la ricchezza dipendono più dalle conoscenze
che hai e dalla classe sociale
nella quale nasci che da tue
particolari capacità. Lavorando nei progetti per senzatetto
del centro Londra, si accorge
che molti poveri sono imprenditori falliti perché le persone
per cui avevano lavorato non li
avevano pagati per tempo. O
dipendenti licenziati da multinazionali che privilegiavano i
guadagni degli azionisti sulle
necessità di lavoratori e comunità locale. Nasce, cosi, nel
2015, "Techcentre", agenzia di
innovazione sociale che lavora
al servizio delle comunità locali e degli ultimi. La nuova impresa di David Barker promuove progetti per mettere in
contatto scuole e università
con datori Pagina
di lavoro
cosi che un
: A19
impiego venga garantito a chi
termina il proprio corso di stu-

Imprese straniere
ancora in aumento

PAOLA SCARSI

L

Enel firma
accordo in Cile
su rinnovabili

Luca Jahier, presidente Cese

LUCA JAHIER, PRESIDENTE DEL CESE

«Più sostenibilità
per unire l’Europa»
sciare (o di spaccare) l’Europa».
Ma adesso, continua, è necessario fare
un ulteriore salto in avanti: «Abbiamo dimenticato – spiega – la grande lezione
dei padri fondatori. Il loro insegnamento non è soltanto relativo alla necessità
di disegnare soluzioni che funzionino e
producano risultati. Bisogna anche produrre politica e ciò significa produrre sogno, valori e capacità di proiezione oltre
ed altrove e questo è davvero radicalmente mancato».
Certo, gli ultimi tre «grandi sogni che l’Europa ha prodotto in questi anni», argomenta il presidente del Cese, «sono figli
delle intuizioni degli anni ’90: l’euro, la

Enel, attraverso la controllata cilena Enel
Generación Chile, e la multinazionale
mineraria AngloAmerican hanno siglato
un accordo in base al quale la controllata
cilena di Enel fornirà per dieci anni fino a
3 TWh l’anno di energia rinnovabile ad

grande capacità commerciale e l’allargamento . Dopo ci siamo fermati a realizzare solamente trattati e discussioni, invero
importantissime, ma che non hanno più
prodotto sogni e disegni, che oggi mancano e di cui abbiamo bisogno. Un’altra
cosa che abbiamo mancato è stata nell’allargamento, dove abbiamo riunificato
i sistemi giuridici e i mercati ma non abbiamo riunificato le memorie, non abbiamo fatto un’operazione di riconciliazione e ricomposizione delle memorie
per creare una nuova sintesi». Una sintesi che può essere trovata nella chiave della sostenibilità.

AngloAmerican, per soddisfare il
consumo energetico dell’azienda
mineraria nel Paese.Si tratta del più
grande contratto di fornitura di energia da
fonte rinnovabile per volumi annui mai
siglato dal Gruppo Enel oltre che il più

grande contratto di questo tipo in Cile.
L’energia rinnovabile fornita da Enel
Generación Chile consentirà ad
AngloAmerican di ridurre di oltre il 70% le
emissioni totali di CO2 in Cile. L’accordo
sarà attivo a partire dal 2021.

HEMCHINA E CAMFIN

GENERALI

Varata nuova
organizzazione
per l’Italia
Più agile e veloce per
rispondere alle esigenze dei clienti e un maggior focus per lo sviluppo internazionale
del business corporate. Sono questi gli obiettivi alla base della
riorganizzazione di Generali che prevede una
maggiore integrazione
tra Generali Country Italia e le Global Business Lines, la nascita
per il segmento corporate di una funzione di
Strategy & Business
Development, la valorizzazione delle competenze dei manager
del gruppo. Il nuovo assetto, a riporto di Marco Sesana, prevede la
creazione di funzioni
trasversali per la Country Italia e le Global Business Lines negli ambiti Finance, affidata a
Giancarlo Fancel, Legale, affidata a Cristina
Rustignoli, Risorse Umane, affidata a Gianluca Perin, e Comunicazione e sostenibilità,
affidata a Lucia Sciacca.

TRASPORTI

Linate chiusa,
Italo aumenta
i Milano-Roma
Aumentano i collegamenti di Italo per far
fronte alla chiusura
dell’aeroporto di Milano Linate: più corse tra
Milano e Roma infatti,
con ben 54 treni, 22 dei
quali No Stop. Tutti i
treni fermano a Milano
Centrale e Roma Termini e, inoltre, il 94%
effettua anche fermata
a Milano Rogoredo e
l’87% a Roma Tiburtina.

FIBRA OTTICA

Accordo
fra Tim
e Infratel
Infratel Italia e Tim hanno siglato un accordo
che consentirà di "accendere" tutte le infrastrutture di accesso
della rete pubblica in fibra ottica realizzata da
Infratel in 8 Regioni (Abruzzo, Sardegna, Toscana, Puglia, Calabria, Lazio, Lombardia
e Marche) in circa 600
Comuni oggetto dell’intervento con il modello diretto, accelerando lo sviluppo delle
reti ultrabroadband
nelle aree a fallimento
di mercato.

COSTRUZIONI

Il manager italiano resta
vicepresidente esecutivo

el consiglio d’amministrazione di
e amministratore delegato fino
domani esaminerà i risultati del
a quella data e sarà il regista
mestre e renderà nota la data di predella sua successione
ovo piano industriale, Marco Tronnda il controllo del gruppo degli
primavera del 2023 grazie al rinCopyright
© Avvenire
effetto a partire dalla data di convocazione dell’asi col socio forte cinese
ChemChiLuglio 31, 2019 9:13 am (GMT -2:00)
semblea di Pirelli per l’approvazione del bilancio al
nte di restare vicepresidente ese31 dicembre e per un ulteriore periodo di tre anni
tratore delegato fino a quella data
da tale data (e dunque fino alla primavera del 2023)».
della sua successione. «China NaIl patto è stato rinnovato, continua la nota «al fine di
orporation Ltd, China National Tiribadire la stabilità della partnership tra ChemChiporation Ltd., Silk Road Fund Co.
na/CNRC, Silk Road Fund e Camfin/MTP, in contirco Tronchetti Provera & C. – dice
nuità e coerenza con i principi di governance già
i – hanno raggiunto l’accordo per
stabiliti dal vigente patto parasociale e in ogni caso
o parasociale che era stato sottocon lo scopo di creazione di valore per Pirelli e tutti
uglio 2017 in vista della quotazioi suoi azionisti; confermare il ruolo come azionisti
la cui formale sottoscrizione avstabili di Pirelli di ChemChina e Camfin/MTP con il
1 agosto. Le parti hanno valutato
mantenimento in capo a quest’ultima per tutta la dunnovare il patto parasociale – con
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In base ai dati di natalità e mortalità delle imprese italiane nel
secondo trimestre 2019, diffusi da Unioncamere, le realtà
gestite da stranieri continuano
ad aumentano a ritmo serrato
(+ 3.400 unità pari a +1,5%).
Oggi sono oltre 600mila: praticamente un’impresa su 10 è
gestita da stranieri. Settori privilegiati: commercio, costruzione e ristorazione. Il 40% si
concentra nelle grandi province, prima fra tutte Roma dove
se ne contano 69mila; altre più
piccole hanno registrato incrementi maggiori: Terni
(+4,3%), Brindisi (2,9%) Siracusa (+2,2%). Commercio al
dettaglio (161mila), Lavori di
costruzione
specializzati
(111mila) e ristorazione (46mila) i settori privilegiati. I titolari
delle oltre 467mila imprese individuali, (77,3%) sono in maggior parte romeni (costruzioni)
e marocchini e cinesi (commercio). Queste anche le due
comunità più numerose distribuite diffusamente sul territorio italiano; ci sono alcuni cluster territoriali come Milano
con il 43,5% degli imprenditori egiziani, Roma con oltre il
40% delle imprese bengalesi
o Napoli, con il 20,4% di tutte
le imprese guidate da Pakistani. (P.Sca.)

© RIPRODUZIONE RISERVATA

rinnova il patto fino al 2023 con Tronchetti alla guida

O

© RIPRODUZIONE RISERVATA

UNIONCAMERE

Il numero uno del Consiglio
economico e sociale europeo
sottolinea la necessità di una
svolta per l’Unione

uca Jahier è presidente da poco più
di un anno del Consiglio economico e sociale europeo (Cese). Il 20
marzo scorso il Cese, l’organo consultivo
della Ue di cui fanno parte i rappresentanti delle organizzazioni dei lavoratori,
dei datori di lavoro e degli altri gruppi d’interesse, ha adottato a larghissima maggioranza il parere su «L’Europa all’ascolto
dei suoi cittadini, per un’Europa sostenibile» nel quale era contenuta la visione
della società civile europea per il futuro
dell’Europa. Parere adottato a larghissima
maggioranza dall’assemblea e fortemente voluto dal presidente Jahier, profondo
conoscitore del mondo dell’associazionismo e della cooperazione internazionale
dopo lunghi anni d’impegno nella Focsiv
e nelle tra Acli. Jahier è tra i fondatori del
Forum Permanente del Terzo Settore e dal
2002 è membro del Cese. «L’Europa – spiega – ha risposto alla crisi finanziaria iniettando nel sistema economico finanziario
2mila miliardi di euro. Sta contabilizzando 36 mesi di crescita continuativa del Pil,
il più lungo periodo di crescita della storia, conta 240 milioni di occupati, il più alto livello dal 2008, e detiene il più basso livello di disoccupazione giovanile». Non
solo, continua il presidente: «La Ue ha concluso il doppio degli accordi commerciali con gli Stati Uniti, tanto che la Brexit, un
vero disastro, per assurdo dimostra la forza dell’Europa: in 3 anni uno dei più antichi organismi democratici al mondo non
è ancora riuscito a trovare il modo di la-

di e aiuta diverse charities, dotandole di software che le aiuti a raggiungere più facilmente
tanti potenziali volontari.
Oggi David e’ una persona che
ha dato un nuovo significato alla sua vita. Per il suo lavoro ha
ricevuto l’"Herald Award", assegnato dalla "Court of the
Company of Public Relations
Practitioners", associazione
che rappresenta chi opera nel
settore di pubbliche relazioni, a
chi ha dato un contributo significativo al settore caritatevole. Nel volume "#eSociety:In
the digital age, no one should
be left behind", pubblicato due
anni fa, ha raccontato la sua
storia. Nell’agosto 2016 ha sposato un’argentina. «Il papà di
mia moglie è italiano e speravo
di poter ottenere la nazionalità
del vostro Paese, ma le regole,
purtroppo, sono cambiate e
non è più possibile. Che peccato!», conclude.

In breve

■

rata del rinnovo, della partecipazione attualmente
detenuta nella società superiore al 10% di Pirelli;
confermare il ruolo centrale di Tronchetti Provera,
in qualità di vice presidente esecutivo e Ad, nella
guida del top management di Pirelli assicurando la
continuità della cultura manageriale di Pirelli e nella designazione del suo successore, con l’attuazione della procedura di successione che dovrà essere
completata entro ottobre 2022, sei mesi prima del
Powered by TECNAVIA
rinnovo del consiglio di amministrazione di Pirelli
previsto nella primavera del 2023». Per il rinnovo del
consiglio d’amministrazione che sarà composto da
15 membri e che manterrà una maggioranza di consiglieri indipendenti, gli azionisti CNRC e MTP hanno concordato di indicare un numero di componenti in proporzione alle azioni possedute e quindi
9 consiglieri (di cui 4 indipendenti) saranno designati da CNRC, 3 consiglieri (di cui 1 indipendente)
verranno designati da MTP e 3 consiglieri indipendenti saranno destinati alle minoranze.
© RIPRODUZIONE RISERVATA

Crescono ricavi Salini, attesa per Progetto Italia
Si guarda alla scadenza del 1° agosto e a Cdp
Milano

S

alini Impregilo chiude il
primo semestre con i ricavi adjusted in crescita del
3,7% a 2.709,9 milioni di euro,
mentre lo sguardo è al primo agosto per licenziare i termini degli accordi vincolanti per Progetto Italia, il nascente polo delle costruzioni che prevede innanzitutto il salvataggio di Astaldi, in
procedura concorsuale dal 18 dicembre scorso e che oggi ha perso in Borsa l’1,09% chiudendo a
0,68 euro. Il risultato prima delle
imposte per Salini (titolo in calo
dell’1,32% a 1,64 euro) è di 121,8
milioni contro i 97,3 milioni precedenti, in miglioramento del
25,2%. Il risultato netto attribui-

bile ai soci è a 63,3 milioni rispetto ai 59,1 milioni nel primo semestre del 2018. L’Ebitda adjusted
è di 238,6 milioni, in crescita del
10,5% rispetto al primo semestre
2018 quando aveva segnato 215,9
milioni. Nodo da risolvere per
Progetto Italia è rimasta innanzitutto la questione delle azioni di
Salini Costruttori in pegno all’istituto di credito francese Natixis,
che Cdp aveva messo come condizione necessaria in una
"comfort letter" di metà luglio.
Un’operazione, la creazione del
nuovo polo delle costruzioni, che
oltre a Salini vede il necessario sostegno della Cassa depositi e prestiti (attraverso Cdp Equity) e delle banche creditrici. Cdp ha già in
calendario un Cda per il 1 agosto.
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