
 

Interpretation : EN - CZ – FR 

 Follow the meeting on Twitter: @employers_EESC  

Venue: Science and Technology Centre, Lower Area of Vitkovice, Vítkovice 3004, Vítkovice, Ostrava, 703 00 
 

13:30-14:00 Registration  

14:00 – 14:20 Welcome address 
 

• Stefano MALLIA, President, EESC Employers’ group 

• Christa SCHWENG, President, EESC 

• Jan RAFAJ, Vice-President, Confederation of Industry of the Czech Republic 
 

14:20 – 15:00 High-level opening session 
• Ivo VONDRÁK, Governor of the Moravian-Silesian Region 

• Vladimír DLOUHÝ, President of the Czech Chamber of Commerce, Deputy President of 

Eurochambres 

• Jan WIESNER, President of the Czech Confederation of Employers 'and Entrepreneurs' 
associations 
 

Moderator: Jana HARTMAN RADOVA, Member of the EESC Employers' Group 

15:00 – 16:10 Panel: Transition pathways for coal and other carbon-intensive regions 
 

• Petr VOTOUPAL, Programme Manager Responsible for just transition, European Commission, 
Directorate-General for Regional and Urban Policy, Unit F4, Czech Republic and Slovakia   

• Jan KŘÍŽ, Deputy Minister for Section of EU Funds, Economic and Voluntary Instruments, 
Ministry of the Environment of the Czech Republic 

• Radim SRŠEŇ, Deputy of the Cabinet Minister, Ministry of Regional Development of the Czech 
Republic 

• Renata EISENVORTOVÁ, European Affairs Manager, Sev.en Energy 
 

Q&A session 
 

Moderator: Gonçalo LOBO XAVIER, Member of the EESC Employers' Group 
 

16:10 – 16:40 Coffee break 
 

16:40 – 17:50 Panel: Transition to carbon neutrality in the Moravian-Silesian Region 
 

• Zdeněk KARÁSEK, Governor’s Deputy for Coal Region in Transition program, Moravian-Silesian 
Region  

• Igor IVAN, Vice-rector for strategy and cooperation, VSB - Technical University of Ostrava 

• Adéla HRADILOVÁ, Member of the Board of the Moravian-Silesian Innovation Centre  

• Jakub ŠVRČEK, CEO of MATERIAL AND METALLURGICAL RESEARCH Ltd. 

• Kateřina BONITO, Director of Education, Lower Vitkovice representative 
 

Q&A session 
 

Moderator: Petr ZAHRADNÍK, Advisor to the Minister for European Affairs 
 

17:50 – 18:00 Closing remarks 
 

• Stefano MALLIA, President, EESC Employers’ group 
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Concept note 

While the EU is increasing its ambitions under the ‘Fit for 55’ package, Europe's coal regions in transition 

are facing unprecedented structural change, exacerbated by the major energy crisis resulting from 

Russia's invasion of Ukraine and the damage caused by the COVID -19 pandemic.  

Defining the best way forward for a gradually carbon-free future – one that secures security of supply, 

maintains and strengthens innovation and competitiveness of EU industry, and complies with EU energy 

and climate objectives, requires a thorough discussion on the timeline and technical options with all 

relevant stakeholders.  

As one of the three Czech coal regions and former steel heart of the Czech Republic, the Moravian-Silesian 

region has worked hard to transform itself to a low-carbon future-proof region. With its significant 

transition from coal mining to data mining and from heavy industry to creative industries, it clearly 

demonstrates the potential regions have to initiate structural change, focusing on knowledge and 

innovation, industry and entrepreneurship. 

The conference "Beyond coal: from black to green economy? The Moravian-Silesian Region as a testing 

ground", organised by the EESC Employers' Group on October 10, 2022, under the Czech Presidency of 

the Council of the EU, aims at identifying concrete solutions for a gradually coal-free future for Europe, 

distilling lessons and good practices with the help of various high-level speakers, representing business, 

national and regional authorities, and EU institutions. 

The first panel titled "Transition pathways for coal and other carbon-intensive regions" will allow a 

exchange on a general scale on the challenges and opportunities of the ongoing journey towards a just 

transition to a climate-neutral Europe. On the other hand, the second panel titled "Transition to carbon 

neutrality in the Moravian-Silesian Region" will tackle the specificities of the Moravian-Silesian Region 

providing the participants with updates and lessons learnt on the region's ongoing experience towards 

coal phase-out.  

 

 

 


