
 

 
 

Conference Highlights 
 

On 30 October 2020, the EESC and the EP organised a virtual half-day conference on New challenges and opportunities 

for EU industry during the COVID-19 crisis. The event focused on topical questions such as industrial recovery from the 

pandemic crisis, Europe's competitiveness on the global stage and the transition to a green and digital economy. It 

also explored the need for reconstruction and transformation of European industry and concentrated on the role of 

civil society organisations in designing the future of European industry. 

 
 

 

 

 

Welcome address by Alain Coheur, President of the Section for the Single Market, Production 

and Consumption, EESC 

 We have to support the recovery plan for Europe, because only by coming together can 

Member States and civil society overcome the current crisis. We need to restructure our 

economies and relaunch economic growth and productivity, and the green deal needs to 

be part of it.  

 We need to take action, to anticipate the choices of investors and consumers as well.  We 

have to focus on sustainable green production and identify gaps in our supply systems in 

order to decrease our dependency on essential products such as PPE: we need to aim for 

strategic autonomy. This will enable us to safeguard our economies and our societies 

without giving in to protectionism. 

 Like Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1932, we must try to define a new growth strategy at the 

very heart of economic and social recovery measures. 

 

 

 
 

Keynote speech by Hubert Gambs, Deputy Director-General DG GROW, European 

Commission  

 The COVID crisis has generated increasing momentum for the objectives of the new 

industrial strategy. It highlighted cross-border interdependencies and many 

vulnerabilities, and made it clear that, on top of our efforts towards green and digital 

transition, we also need to build up resilience. 

 We need to boost open strategic autonomy by cooperating and building alliances while 

being more assertive in protecting the interests of our businesses and consumers, 

diversifying supply chains and developing our own technological capacity in key areas. 

 A more integrated and competitive single market is central for European recovery and 

resilience. The NextGenerationEU instrument creates new opportunities for investment 

and reform to make industrial ecosystems and value chains more competitive and 

resilient.  

 The industrial strategy puts forward new governance models based on partnership and 

dialogue. 



 

 

 

 

Panel discussion: Restoring Europe's industrial competitiveness after the pandemic crisis 

 

 

 

Moderator: Dirk Bergrath, EESC member and co-rapporteur of the EESC opinion on A 

New Industrial Strategy for Europe  

 Member States can only overcome this crisis by acting in solidarity, leaving no one 

behind and restoring companies' capacity to generate added value. 

 Industrial policy should have a strong social dimension. Quality jobs, social 

protection and well-functioning public services create the right environment for 

thriving industrial activities. The European Pillar of Social Rights is, in this respect, an 

important driver for inclusive economic growth. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Carlo Calenda, Member of the European Parliament and rapporteur on A new long-term 

strategy for Europe's industrial future 

 At the end of the crisis, we will have companies with a more fragile financial 

structure. More debts and less equity. This is indeed a major problem; we need 

massive investments, because if you do not have a healthy financial structure, how 

can you manage the transformation? 

 State Aid must be managed very carefully and coherently. Close coordination 

between Member States and the EC is mandatory to avoid distortions of the single 

market. We need to review antitrust laws to support EU champions while preserving 

competition inside the EU market, especially concerning consumers and SME 

suppliers, and to help SMEs invest and to support digital innovation hubs as well as 

training programmes. 

 

 

 

Judith Kirton-Darling, Deputy General Secretary, IndustriAll Europe 

 We need a true EU recovery plan now that includes a societal dimension (social 

dialogue, collective bargaining, etc.), ensuring that no worker is left behind in the 

context of the green and digital transitions. The main objective for all plans should 

be employment. 

 An EU recovery strategy could lead to strengthening the EU's digital autonomy. 

 

 

 

 
 

Alexandre Affre, Deputy Director General, BusinessEurope 

 We need to turn challenges for European industry into opportunities. The planned 

update of the EU's industrial strategy should take into account the impact of COVID-

19 on European companies and on investment capacity. It should address key issues 

such as the need for both short and long-term financing, underpin the Green Deal 

with a credible business plan and support the digital transformation. 

 The single market and the industrial strategy go hand in hand and the EU should 

resist inward-looking policies. A well-balanced debate about technological 

sovereignty can help Europe strengthen its industrial and technological capacities, 

while remaining open for trade and investment.  



 

   

 

 
 

  

Andrea Renda, Senior Research Fellow and Head of Global Governance, Regulation, 

Innovation & Digital Economy, Centre for European Policy Studies  

 We need to reflect on an EU enterprise model and make sure that we are coherent 

in adopting strategies for recovery and resilience. We must prioritise the view of the 

society we want to live in: 30% of the next generation fund will be aligned with green 

investment. 100% should be aligned with SDGs.  

 We need to protect citizens and transform our economy: not only digital and green 

(digital can be the enemy of green). We need a different model of innovation: the 

Silicon Valley model will not save us. We need a much more decentralised economy, 

which is more homogeneous within the EU, with shorter value chains. 

Panel discussion: Industrial policy in the transition to a green and digital economy 

 

 
 

 

Moderator: Mihai Ivaşcu, Rapporteur of the EESC opinion on A New Industrial Strategy 

for Europe and Adviser to the President of the Chamber of Commerce and Industry in 

Romania 

 Europe needs a strong and functional internal market, complemented by a firm 

commercial policy.  Whoever wants to be a part of the single market should comply 

with its rules, including climate-neutral principles. 

 A well-managed transition to a green and digital EU economy has the power to 

create employment. 

 The new industrial strategy must ensure the right balance between supporting 

European businesses, respecting our 2050 climate neutrality objective and providing 

consumers with incentives to shift consumption to sustainable goods and services. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Maria da Graça Carvalho, Member of the European Parliament   

 With the recovery plan, we have a great opportunity to invest in our industry and in 

our society. We need to invest in better, clean and more affordable technologies to 

achieve a green transition in Europe.  

 We need to create a strong horizontal ecosystem dedicated to innovation and to 

reduce bureaucracy and administrative burden, which also leads to a more 

favourable tax context.  

 An effective recovery plan requires coordination between Member States and at EU 

level (e.g. hydrogen strategy). The EU needs more specialists and a more skilled 

population.  

 

 
 

Ben Butters, CEO, EUROCHAMBERS 

 To achieve a successful green and digital transition we need to promote public and 

private investments, access to resources (affordable and reliable) and restore 

disrupted supply chains. 

 The digital transition requires adequate infrastructure while addressing open data 

concerns and digital security, an innovation-friendly legal framework, skilled staff, 

guaranteeing access for all market participants and helping industries enhance their 

digital capabilities. 

 The green transition requires fit-for-purpose infrastructure and legislation to 

accelerate decarbonisation, availability of critical raw materials, an adequate 

financial framework, preventing carbon leakage, reinvesting emission trading 

system revenues and effective global carbon pricing. 



 

 

 

 
 

 

Isabelle Schöman, Confederal Secretary, ETUC 

 The industrial strategy has to better address the concerns of specific sectors and 

regions. It should have a more ambitious social dimension, focusing on maintaining 

employment and improving working conditions, with the aim of not leaving anyone 

behind. Key investments are crucial to improve skills and maintain jobs, in particular 

in crisis situations like COVID-19, which is currently missing from the scope of the new 

EU industrial strategy. 

 The green and digital transitions require massive investment in infrastructures in key 

technologies and in people so that they deliver for all. Trade unions are key actors 

to shape responsible industrial policy that respects workers' rights of information, 

consultation and participation and collective bargaining. 

 

 
 

Arthur ten Wolde, Executive Director, Ecopreneur.eu 

 It is crucial to enable SMEs to reach their full potential. Current policies are hardly 

relevant for most SMEs, and that is hampering growth. Part of the solution is to 

implement economic incentives to create low-carbon circular markets in a move 

towards true pricing. This is also needed to generate financial returns from the 

massive investments planned.  

 In addition, the EU should provide much more innovation funding and subsidies and 

implement progressive legislation. 

 

 

 
 

 

Closing remarks by Carlo Calenda, Member of the European Parliament, rapporteur on 

A new long-term strategy for Europe's industrial future  

 We clearly need a coherent and comprehensive strategy, based on three pillars: a 

huge amount of money to support private and public investment at EU and national 

level, an active industrial strategy (which includes having a clear direction, funds and 

control over results and tools used) and a more assertive EU in the international 

economic system.  

 Today, there are many disruptive challenges (technological progress, globalisation, 

COVID-19, etc.). Our compass in all these transitions should be the SDGs. We have 

the will, the funds, the feeling of solidarity, but we still need a clear strategy and 

implementation capabilities. Nobody can face the recovery and transition phase 

alone without being part of a common effort. 

 


