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NAT 2020-2023 term of office - A Work Programme to
deliver on the EU economic, social and environmental
agenda
"Delivering on the European Green and Social Deal as a means
to achieving sustainable recovery and the implementation of the
Agenda 2030 and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) is
the overarching priority of the NAT Section's work programme",
says Peter Schmidt, NAT Section's president. Fostering a
comprehensive food policy, restoring and preserving natural
capital and designing a holistic strategy for a sustainable rural
and urban development are priorities that feature high on the
agenda. Read more: EN FR DE ES IT
Meet our members | Maria Nikolopoulou and her
involvement in the European Circular Economy
Stakeholder Platform
"Many of the platform's activities, for example the
#EUCircularTalks, and the online events are proposed and
organised by people from different organisations" says Maria
Nikolopoulou. It?s an innovative approach: the EESC and the
Commission are the facilitators of a common space where
different stakeholders can co-create ideas and share best
practices, thus accelerating the transition to a circular economy.
This is part of the innovation that I think is required if we want
to do things differently. Read more
Stepping up Europe's 2030 climate ambition
The European Commission decision to raise the EU's ambition
on reducing greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions to at least 55%
below 1990 levels by 2030 is the right one. However, in its
opinion Stepping up Europe's climate ambition, the EESC insists
on increasing efforts to achieve the intermediate targets,
speeding up the process and placing the European citizens at
the centre of climate action. Failing this, the EU will be at risk of
missing its climate-neutral goal by 2050. The EESC also
reiterates its proposal to engage with the European Commission
and other EU bodies to co-create a European Climate Pact
Stakeholder Platform. Read more

Effective access to justice in environmental matters is
critical to achieving the EU Green Deal, says the EESC
The Commission's proposal to strengthen the internal review
mechanism contained in the EU Aarhus Regulation is an
important step forward in improving access to justice in
environmental matters, which is essential for achieving the
objectives of the Aarhus Convention and the European Green
Deal. However, the EESC has identified loopholes in the
proposal that may be used by institutions to avoid being held
accountable. Civil society organisations are asking the EU for
strong enforcement mechanisms. Read more
World Economic Forum?s Global Risks Report - Climate
action failure among most likely long-term risks
identified
According to the 16th edition of the World Economic Forum?s
Global Risks Report, the immediate human and economic costs
of COVID-19 are severe, as they threaten to scale back years of
progress on reducing global poverty and inequality and further
damage social cohesion and global cooperation. But despite the
inescapable fallout from COVID-19, it is climate-related matters
that make up the bulk of this year's risk list, which the report
describes as an existential threat to humanity. Despite a drop in
carbon emissions caused by lockdowns and disruption to
international trade and travel, there are concerns that as
economies start to recover, emissions will soar. Read more
FAO launches the UN?s International Year of Fruits and
Vegetables 2021
The UN General Assembly designated 2021 the International
Year of Fruits and Vegetables (IYFV) with an appeal to improve
healthy and sustainable food production through innovation and
technology and to reduce food loss and waste. The IYFV 2021 is
a unique opportunity to raise awareness on the important role
of fruits and vegetables in human nutrition, food security and
health and as well in achieving UN Sustainable Development
Goals. But also the impact they have on society, the economy,
and the environment. Read more
UN Youth advisory group on Climate Change - Global
Youth Outreach 2020 - Outcome report
This report aims to inform and establish the views and diverse
perspectives of young Climate leaders from around the world on
what they recommend as success in the implementation of the
six climate-positive actions (SCPA) outlined by the SecretaryGeneral in his Climate strategy. The report also shows how
relevant stakeholders, including governments and the wider UN
Climate community can be held accountable in the pathway to
recovering better. Key insights of the report include investments
in green jobs, not bailing out polluting industries, net zero
emissions transition but also the meaning of working together.
Read more
The Inequality Virus

The coronavirus pandemic has exposed, fed off and increased
existing inequalities of wealth, gender and race. The crisis has
exposed our collective frailty and the inability of our deeply
unequal economy to work for all. Yet it has also shown us the
vital importance of government action to protect our health and
livelihoods. Transformative policies that seemed unthinkable
before the crisis have suddenly been shown to be possible.
There can be no return to where we were before. Instead,
citizens and governments must act on the urgency to create a
more equal and sustainable world. Read more

ADOPTED OPINIONS
At its 557th plenary session, held on 27 and 28 January 2021, the European Economic
and Social Committee adopted the following opinions in the field of Agriculture, Rural
Development and the Environment:
Revised action plan for the Atlantic strategy
Stepping up Europe's Climate Ambition
Application of the Aarhus Convention - Access to Justice in Environmental
Matters
Catch documentation programme for bluefin tuna
Environment Action Programme to 2030
Fishing authorisations for Union fishing vessels in United Kingdom waters and
fishing operations of United Kingdom fishing vessels in Union waters
Equivalence of EU and UK rules on forest reproductive material
Equivalence of EU and UK rules on field inspections and checks on practices for
the maintenance of varieties of agricultural plant species

UPCOMING EVENTS
Our section's events are currently under preparation. You will find other EESC upcoming events
here.

OTHER LINKS AND NEWSLETTERS
European Environment Agency - news
European Environment and Sustainable Development Advisory Councils (EEAC) newsletter
FAO - newsletter
ECOLISE - newsletter
Via Campesina - press releases - newsletter
Copa Cogeca - press releases
The European Network for Rural Development - home - events
Institute for European Environmental Policy (IEEP) - latest news
Institute for Sustainable Development and International Relations (IDDRI) newsletter
International Panel of Experts on Sustainable Food Systems (IPES-Food) updates
Meta - the news channel of the European Environmental Bureau (EEB) - news
European Parliament - Envi Committee - newsletter
EESC - Liaison Group - newsletter
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