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Why is looking and regional and rural 
development important?

• GDP per capita dispersion is 
now greater within 
countries than between 
countries

• Sub-National inequalities 
remain a concern for many 
countries

• In some countries rural 
communities are being left 
behind facing structural 
challenges (aging, de-
population etc.)



Rural Regions as places of opportunity –
Rural Policy 3.0

• Rural regions are home to more than one-quarter of 
the OECD population and they contain the vast 
majority of the land, water and other natural 
resources in OECD countries.

• Rural regions have diversified economies, beyond 
agriculture and other natural resource-based sectors. 
Rural regions must take advantage of context-specific 
assets and resources which have a strong potential 
for sustainable growth 



Progress of societies – the OECD better life index 
and the Regional Dimension beyond GDP



Rural areas perform well on several 
dimensions of well-being.



An Evolving OECD Rural Paradigm



An Evolving OECD Rural Paradigm

How does 
cultural 
heritage play 
a role in 
contributing 
to more 
viable, 
prosperous 
rural areas?



Culture and its link to rural 
development

• Dominant view: Culture exists in cities in forms of 
heritage and concentration of cultural and creative industries
� Job creation, exports and revenues, attracts highly skilled and 

creative workers that help cities strive in a knowledge economy.

• BUT culture also exists in rural areas! 
� Think of cultural heritage as tangible (food, clothing, 

archaeological sites) and intangible (beliefs, customs, 
knowledge, oral traditions, music), often linked to natural 
environment (landscaped, flora and fauna). 

� Rural areas can be attractive to creatives who seek high quality 
of life

• These can be used for rural economic development as an 
assets that can realise value



Project Examples:

• Sami-led institutions (cultural, 
educational, community) are critical to 
entrepreneurship and wellbeing .

• Sami handicrafts are an important 
business, particularly for Sami women. 
Key challenges here relate to intellectual 
property and certification.

Cultural Heritage of Indigenous 
Peoples

Cultural Tourism

• Austria’s  varied regions and 
multifold cultures are showcased with  
113 Gourmet Regions, highlighting 
regional food as a agricultural 
source and unique processing 
manner. 

• This attracts tourists and facilitates 
trade based on locally specific 
identities.



Policy Implications

• Identifying a niche and mobilise a common brand, 

• Investing in spaces and activities that enable 
cultural reproduction involving associations and 
local actors  that engage for the conservation and 
valorisation of the cultural heritage of its own area,

• Collaborative partnerships / networks and 
entrepreneurship/ capacity building to transform 
culture into goods and services,

• Protection for cultural brands and artefacts (e.g. 
Intellectual Property etc.)



Challenges…

• Intangible impact and rapid evolution make it 
difficult to define frontiers and needs - local 
policy makers to not grasp the full extend of the 
sector.

• Lack of capacities to design integrated 
strategies for valorization and in leveraging 
the appropriate policies that would be necessary 
to realize the potential of the sector in creating 
jobs and generating well-being.



Mark your calendar!

• \

Link to the conference:

http://www.oecd.org/cfe/leed/venice-2018-
conference-culture/
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