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During the years 2013 to 2017 GRASSLANDS,
i.e. the visual artists Birgitte Ejdrup Kristensen
and Lene Noer, completed 4 participatory
artworks, aiming at revitalizing the 4 villages
Aasted, Junget, Thorum and Selde, a village cluster 
called Fursund

The project was initiated by the citizens
themselves, because they wanted to turn
depopulation into repopulation, and since art was
a part of the villages heritage, it became the 
chosen tool.



Skivevej 13, Selde – a platform for the future

Murals in Aasted 7007 Oaks in Thorum

A new town square in Junget



The grand final was a 3-days 
international forum / seminar, 

discussing rural issues and 
presenting participatory 

cultural projects that have 
helped revitalizing local rural 

communities and built 
bridges between the rural 

and the urban. 



In the evaluation the local citizens expressed
the wish for young people to move to the 
area and the need for new businesses, job 
opportunities and tourism



Through the years
of cooperation with 
Skive Municipality
and the citizens of 
Fursund we learned
that the area Salling 
once housed 48 
furniture factories –
now there are 14 ! 
We even decorated
a decaying one of 
them in Aasted



We heard that every second citizen had 
worked in one of them a one point in their
life, so we thought: waswaswaswas is more is more is more is more naturalnaturalnaturalnatural thanthanthanthan
revivingrevivingrevivingreviving thisthisthisthis fine fine fine fine culturalculturalculturalcultural heritage and heritage and heritage and heritage and recoverrecoverrecoverrecover
all the all the all the all the slumberingslumberingslumberingslumbering skillsskillsskillsskills and and and and craftscraftscraftscrafts ?



We formed a new project around the concept
of A CHAIR,  ambitiously aiming at designing a 
”New classic”, innovating the famous Danish 
design, now through a democratic, 
participatory cultural process.



We have given the leadership of the project
to a local group of citizens, whereas we, the 
artists, work as facilitators, fundraisers and 
curators.



The process will consist of:
*numerous workshops with attendance of 
citizens, craftsmen, artisans, designers, artists and 
architects, of all ages and nationalities.
*An Erasmus+ project for young people
*Cooperation with local furniture factories and 
cultural institutions
*Cooperation with regional related projects
*Cooperation with related cultural heritage      
projects on an European level



The end goal is to create small, 
environmentally sustainable, artisan factories
where people can work parttime, where
customers eventually can design and create
their own chair in a playful athmosphere, and 
where young people and refugees can train
new skills, and learn the old crafts, mentored
by experienced craftsmen / women. 



We have so far formed partnerships with:
The Wood Museum ( a former furniture factory)
Marienlyst Produktionshøjskole (specialized in 
working with wood)
Skive Municipality
Skive Technical Institute
Museum Salling

WeWeWeWe areareareare veryveryveryvery interestedinterestedinterestedinterested in European in European in European in European partnershipspartnershipspartnershipspartnerships



Thank you for listening


