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Issue 2

Why ELO is here today

We represent a network of national organizations of landowners from all over 
Europe. These farmers, foresters and land managers are of utmost 
importance, as well as the owners of heritage houses, in terms of maintaining 
and enhancing the cultural heritage associated with  rural areas . 

ELO believes that there is a great wealth of cultural heritage embedded in rural 
areas which is underappreciated, such as the built heritage of farmsteads and 
landscapes with historic connections, like old field patterns.



Rural Economy

Rural and intermediate regions together constitute 
91% of the EU's area , produce 43% of gross 
value added and host 56% of the EU's jobs 
(Eurostat) .

Rural economies are very diverse , including 
agriculture, tourism, landscape conservation, and 
rural businesses. 

Cultural heritage and rural landscapes offer an 
enormous potential in terms of income 
generation and employment . 

Ecological, agricultural and cultural/social 
objectives can no longer be dealt with in 
isolation. Nowhere is this more apparent than in 
the countryside. 



Cultural Heritage in Rural Europe



Knowledge bound up in landscapes

Landscapes are a part of cultural heritage 
because they are inherently connected to the 
activities and actions of people over millennia.

→Researchers in a project called MEMOLA used a 
laser scanning technique called LIDAR to survey 
landscapes and created 3D maps of irrigation 
systems that had been developed 1000 years ago. 
These were used to direct water from areas of 
surplus to areas of demand.  

� By studying landscapes of the past, researchers 
can draw on Europe's cultural heritage to help 
tackle challenges like climate change .



Knowledge bound up in landscapes

Similarly, the HERCULES project (which ELO was 
part of) created a more complete picture of how 
people in specific communities value particular 
landscapes – not only for their ecological value, but 
also their cultural value.

� Researchers did this by using online mapping 
tools to get people to show them places and 
elements of landscapes that were important to 
them for different reasons. Understand this is a 
way of generating new economic opportunities in 
the countryside.



Example from north-west Europe:

� The skills to build dry stone walls have 
profoundly impacted on the landscapes in 
north-west Europe. These are skills that 
have allowed people to make productive 
use of poor land and they have also given 
the landscape its unique appeal which has 
a value for tourism nowadays. 

� Similar traditional techniques such as hedge-
laying , coppicing , grazing of large 
herbivores to ensure open prairies , and 
proper forest management all alter the 
landscape and have the potential to  improve 
biodiversity.



Built Heritage

Neglected and vacant buildings in the 
countryside are as much a problem as an 
opportunity to develop economic 
opportunities directly linked to cultural and 
natural heritage.

� In order to preserve historic buildings, 
opportunities should be given to owners to 
develop new uses for them. 

� The REVAB project is an example of 
giving rural entrepreneurs the skills to 
repurpose farm buildings . 



Similarly, private historic house owners can generate considerable dynamism and economic 
activity in their surrounding areas.  These properties can be a cornerstone for providing 
local employment for skilled craftspeople and heritage professionals . In a survey by the 
European Historic Houses Association, 90% of owners of private heritage houses said that 
they employ local skilled workers on their properties. 

The gardens and parks surrounding heritage houses are important for the preservation of 
Europe’s green heritage and its culturally-significant landscapes. They also play a crucial 
role in the protection of biodiversity and give great pleasure to those who visit them. 
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Rural Communities

From 2010 to 2015, there was a gradual increase in the number of 
people living in rural areas across the EU-28 . People come to live 
in rural areas for a variety of reasons, such as lower housing costs, 
more space, and closer proximity to nature (Eurostat). 

However, living in the countryside is not without its drawbacks , 
including fewer local education or job opportunities, poor public 
transport services, and sometimes a lack of cultural/social venues for 
leisure activities (Eurostat). 

Digital connectivity is an essential part of modern life and modern 
business . Rural broadband coverage is considerably lower than 
national coverage across EU Member States. By mid-2016, only 
39.2% of rural EU households had access to next gen eration 
services (VDSL, DOCSIS 3.0 and FTTP) (European Commission, 
2017). Improved broadband infrastructure will make rural areas more 
attractive places to live and do business.



Cultural Ecosystem Services are the non-material 
benefits people get from ecosystems. These include 
aesthetic inspiration, sense of place, recreation etc. ELO is 
in the process of analyzing the results of a questionnaire 
on CES that was made available in 20 languages. 

Connecting people to rural landscapes and rural activities 
is vital. Recipients of the Wildlife Estates label (an 
initiative of ELO) must commit to having activities on their 
land that connect with and involve the wider 
community . This can include farm walks, bird-watching 
excursions, visits by school groups etc. 

Sport is deeply embedded in culture , no where more so 
than in rural areas. It has an enormous contribution to 
make to integrating people in rural communities and 
enriching the social fabric . 



Policy to support Cultural Heritage in Rural Areas



The post-2020 Multiannual Financial Framework must reflect the 
contribution of heritage properties and their contribution to improving the 
quality of life in rural areas. It should finance projects which sustain the 
cultural and social life of the countryside. 

As the Common Agricultural Policy is reformed again to support the 
delivery of public goods, provisions must be made to address cultural 
heritage and the contribution of rural communities to its upkeep.



Thank you for your attention


