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Sixtine Bouygues
Deputy Director General, DG COMM, European Commission
Sixtine Bouygues is Deputy Director-General for Communication at the 
European Commission. She is responsible for the Commission’s 35 
Representations in the EU Member States as well as for outreach to citizens. 
In 2010, in her role as a Director in DG Communication, she shaped the 
Commission‘s corporate communication strategy and set up the institution’s 
first social media team. Previously, as the Head of Communication for the 
Commission’s DG for Communications Networks, Content and Technology, 
she designed and managed an ambitious campaign on the end of mobile 
roaming charges. From 2002 to 2003, she served as the Head of the 
Commission’s Representation in France. Earlier in her Commission 
career, she worked on the Erasmus+ programme and as a translator. 
Sixtine Bouygues is an active promoter of gender equality. In 2008, she 
founded Françaises d‘Europe, the network of French female managers in 
the European Institutions, in order to help women to connect, to exchange 
information and to meet with political leaders. She holds a bachelor’s 
degree in Italian and English and a post-graduate degree in translation.

Mina Andreeva
Deputy Spokesperson of the European Commission
Mina Andreeva is the Deputy Chief Spokeswoman of the Juncker Commission 
since 2014. She first obtained her Bachelor‘s degree in European Studies at 
the University of Maastricht with honors and then graduated from Edinburgh 
University with an LL.M. in European Law with distinction. Previously, Mina 
Andreeva pursued a traineeship at the European Commission, where she 
afterwards worked as press officer for Commissioner Viviane Reding, in charge 
of Information Society and Media and then continued as the Spokeswoman 
for Vice-President Reding in charge of Justice, Fundamental Rights and 
Citizenship. Moreover, before her current position she was the assistant 
to the Director General of DG Communication and then Spokeswoman to 
President-elect Jean-Claude Juncker in his transition team. Mina Andreeva is 
also a regular guest lecturer on “EU decision making” at Maastricht University.



Alfred Gajdosik
Vice-President of the Diversity Europe Group of the EESC
Alfred Gajdosik has been a member of the EESC since 2010 and vice 
president of the Diversity Europe Group since April 2018.  Moreover, he 
is vice-chair of the Austrian Federal Group of Christian Trade Unionists 
(FCG) in the union VIDA, board member of the Austrian Trade Union 
Federation (ÖGB) and Chair of the Austria-Tunisia Friendship Association.
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Philippe Félix 
Online Communication expert
Philippe Félix is a digital strategist and trainer, working as a Senior Online 
Communication expert and Trainer at Web-Minded, where he is in charge 
with digital communication, communication strategy, content strategy and 
online application design. Moreover, he is also a Freelance Senior Online 
Communications Expert and Trainer specialized in digital communication 
strategy. He holds a  Master’s Degree in Advertising and Public Relations 
and worked in different companies, among which, as Head of the Internet 
department at the European Service Network, as Web Architect at Intrasoft 
International, as Freelance Digital Communications Strategist at ICF Mostra.

Bettina Hausmann
Communication expert
Bettina Hausmann has trained professionals from more than 100 countries 
in getting their messages heard. She works with corporate players, public 
policy and Civil Society. Bettina Hausmann learned much of her trade at 
the Brussels office of a leading international communications agency, 
where she worked nine years as a director. In her early years, she led the 
agency’s Public Policy Communications Division. Later, she specialized 
in shaping strategies and training executives. Bettina Hausmann is an 
accredited Executive Coach and speaks six languages. She studied 
Roman languages and Political Sciences in Cologne and Freiburg.

Thierry Libaert
Member of the Diversity Europe Group of EESC
Thierry Libaert has been a member of the EESC since 2010, activating in 
the Section for the Single Market, Production and Consumption, but also 
in the Section for Agriculture, Rural Development and the Environment. 
He obtained a Master’s degree in public law, a diploma from the Institute 
of Political Studies (Paris), a master’s degree in political and social 
communication and a doctorate in information science and communication 
from the University of Louvain, where he is also a research associate. He 
published numerous works and is currently activating as Vice-President of the 
Think Tank La Fabrique Ecologique and as administrator of The Institute for 
Desirable Futures. Moreover, in the past he worked at the Ministry of Industry 
and as head of communication and head of mission at the Sustainable 
Development department of one of the leading French companies.
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Matthias Lüfkens
Managing Director, BCW (Burson Cohn & Wolfe)/Twiplomacy
Matthias Lüfkens is the founder and lead author of Twiplomacy, a BCW 
study that examines how governments, international organizations and 
sports federations use digital platforms. As a digital leader for Europe, the 
Middle East and Africa at the public relations firm Burson-Marsteller, he 
advised leading companies and international organizations on the use of 
social media. Previously he was responsible for digital media at the World 
Economic Forum (WEF), where he designed and implemented the digital 
strategy. A journalist by training, Matthias Lüfkens was a correspondent 
in the Baltic States for Agence France Presse, Libération and the Daily 
Telegraph (1991-1996); then deputy editor-in-chief of the television 
channel EuroNews (1996-2004). Moreover, he is an occasional columnist 
for the Swiss business magazine Bilan and a frequent speaker at major 
technology conferences such as Le Web à Paris, SXSW and TedxZurich. 

Arno Metzler
President of Group III „Diversity Europe“ of the European  
Economic and Social Committee (EESC)
Arno Metzler has been a member of the EESC since 2002. In October 
2017 he was elected president of the Diversity Europe Group for the period 
April 2018 – September 2020. Representing German Liberal Professions, 
he has been particularly active in leading the process of constitution of 
the ‚Liberal Professions‘ Category. At the national level, he has also been 
working on various fields related to Liberal Professions, social politics, 
tax regulations, public procurement and workers’ protection. Following his 
Law degree and his state examinations in Bonn and in Düsseldorf, Arno 
Metzler has been a lawyer in his own office since 1982. He has also held 
a number of management positions in various organisations in Germany 
– amongst others in the Deutscher Schaustellerbund (Association of 
travelers and leisure parks organisations), the Federal Association of 
Liberal Professions (Bundesverband der Freien Berufe), and the German 
Association of Consulting Engineers (Verband Beratender Ingenieure).

Jane Morrice
Member of the Diversity Europe Group of EESC
Born in Belfast before the start of the Northern Ireland conflict, Jane Morrice  
was elected Deputy Speaker of the first power-sharing NI Assembly in 2000. 
Formerly she had been a reporter for BBC Belfast and EC representative to 
NI. A founder member of the NI Women’s Coalition, a political party promoting 
women in peace building, she was involved in negotiations on the Good 
Friday Agreement and was elected to the NI Assembly in 1998. She became 
an EESC Member, representing NI in 2006 and Vice President in 2013-
2015.  With first hand experience of conflict transformation, Jane Morrice has 
authored two EESC ‘Opinions’ on the role of the EU in peace building. Her 
recent work includes exchange of experience with young people in Belfast 
and Beirut and women in Afghanistan and Turkey. She regularly meets 
groups from conflict zones and students of peace studies and takes part 
in media debates, international conferences and seminars on these issues.



Laura Shields
Media Trainer
Laura Shields is the founder and Managing Director of Red Thread, a 
Brussels-based communications agency specializing in media, presentation 
and message training. A former journalist who graduated from Cambridge 
University in 2000, Laura started her career at CNN and CNBC in London, 
specializing in European business news and US politics. She moved to the 
BBC in 2004 where she initially worked as the Economics and Business 
Analyst and then as a producer for Radio 4‘s World at One and PM 
programmes. Laura now works as a communications trainer and panel 
moderator in Brussels. As a media trainer she opened the Brussels office of 
The Media Coach in 2008 before establishing Red Thread in July 2017. As 
a journalist she reported for Reuters TV from all the major EU Summits and 
as a communications consultant she has also written for Open Democracy, 
Huffington Post, Communication Director and Outsource Magazines.
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Klaus Welle
Secretary General of the European Parliament 
Klaus Welle is the Secretary-General of the European Parliament 
in Luxembourg. In the past he attended Banking studies at 
Westdeutsche Landesbank in Münster. Later, he became Head of 
the European and Foreign Policy Department at the CDU Central 
Office in Bonn. He held the position of Secretary-General  of the EPP-
ED Group in the European Parliament.  Moreover, he was Director 
General for Internal Policies and before his current position he was 
Head of the Cabinet of the President of the European Parliament.

Inga Rosińska
Director of Information & Outreach, Council of the EU
Inga Rosinska is currently Director of Information & Outreach at the Council 
of the European Union. She is a former EU correspondent of Polish 
broadcaster TVN and news television TVN24 in Brussels (1999-2009). 
Following this, in 2009 she joined European Parliament President Jerzy 
Buzek’s Cabinet as a Spokeswoman and later on took the function as his 
chief of Cabinet. Furthermore, from 2013 to October 2018, she was leading 
the Human Rights Action Unit in the Directorate General for External Policies 
in the European Parliament. Before coming to Brussels she used to work 
for numerous media outlets in Poland and for the ministry of European 
Affairs in the Department of promotion and information. She is an author of 
numerous articles about the functioning of the EU and twice a winner of the 
golden ‘European screen’ award, received for her reporting from Brussels.


