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Madame President, 
 
The President of the European Commission, Ursula von der Leyen, has asked me to thank 
you for your letter of 15 April. 
 
The final declaration of the seventh meeting of the EU-Africa Economic and Social 
Stakeholders' Network held on the 2 March is testament to a productive encounter. Thank you 
very much for having shared it with us, and even more for having organised such an important 
event. 
 
I could not agree more with one of the core statements of the declaration: “economic and 
social stakeholders should be consulted and involved systemically, not only in EU-African 
national and regional Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs) and on investment policies, 
but more generally in all game changers in which the EU is a party, so that the whole of civil 
society, including economic and social stakeholders, is actively involved in drawing up, 
implementing, monitoring and reviewing these dynamic agreements and truly benefits from 
them”.  
 
This conviction is the reason why events such as the one organised by you are so important, 
especially ahead of major political meetings such as the AU-EU Summit that will be held in 
February.  The three main topics of your meeting were well chosen, and they figure 
prominently in the preparations to the AU-EU Summit: the COVID-19 situation in Africa 
remains a major concern and the EU needs to do all it can to close the make vaccinations 
available, boost local production capacity, and overcome structural hurdles in health systems 
that stand in the way of rapid progress on vaccination. Similarly, climate change continues to 
be a major shared concern of Europe and Africa, and identifying concrete avenues for 
implementation of the green transition is a top priority after COP26. We are expecting COP27 
to bring African concerns on climate change to the forefront, also because the conference will 
be held on the African continent. Last but not least, trade policy will of course be a key 
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component of a strengthened EU-AU partnership. 
 
On all of these priority issues, we always aim to identify and pursue shared interests and 
avenues for progress with our African partners, while sharpening our awareness of their 
concerns. This is only possible through close contact – between our counterparts and us, but 
also with civil society on both continents. The Seventh meeting of the EU-Africa Economic 
and Social Stakeholders' Network was a very valuable contribution to this pursuit. 
 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
          (e-signed) 
 
 Helena Kӧnig 

 Deputy Secretary-General for Economic and Global issues 
 
 
 
 
Cc: VON DER LEYEN Ursula, SEIBERT Bjoern, RISO Stephanie (CAB-VON DER LEYEN), 
 CABANE Cedric, CUISSON Philippe (CES). 
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