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Basic information

 Founded in June 2004 

 Based in Brussels; day-to-day management in Frankfurt

 One of four sectors of “EUnited aisbl” (European Engineering 
Association):

 Cleaning, Municipal Equipment, Robotics, Vehicle Cleaning

 Our members are leading European robot manufacturers (industrial and 
service robots), system integrators, and components suppliers in Europe

 End users, research institutes and national associations are cooperation 
partners

 We serve and promote industrial as well as professional service robotics
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Who we are

 A platform for the Robotics industry in Europe  
to support and expand the leading position of European robotics

 Collective voice of the European Robotics industry 
towards policy makers and the public

 Shaping the future of the industry –
seizing opportunities, minimizing risks

 Our mission includes:

1. Enabling executive-level networking of the European Robotics industry

2. Developing positions of the European Robotics industry

3. Advocating our industry position to governments, European institutions, 
stakeholders, and the media.
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Our members
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Robotics is global: we are not alone!

A race of three 
continents:

Asia, North America 
and Europe.
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Chinese 5 year plan (2020-2025)

Double robot density! 
(number of robots / 10.000 
employees)
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The Single Market for Robotics

Two current activities will have a major impact on the Robotics market in future:

 The AI Act and

 The machinery products regulation.

The main issues of concern are:

 Mandatory third-party certification will likely slow down tech innovation

 Additional requirements will hamper the adoption of artificial intelligence in the EU

 As a result, this may lead to disruptions to regional supply chains, manufacturing and 
logistics operations 

 European companies, especially SMEs and startups, at a competitive disadvantage 
globally and leading potential disconnect from international developments 

 Compliance with regulation worldwide will become more complex and burdensome.
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The Single Market for Robotics

Recommendations

 Renew trust in manufacturers self-assessment based on Harmonised Standards (rather 
than common specifications) also for new technologies

 Continued use of manufacturers’ declaration of conformity and self-assessment in the 
proposed Machinery Products regulation, as well as in the AI Act

 Decoupling safety and security from fundamental rights issues by limiting the scope of the 
AI Act to essential human rights risks

 Increasing market surveillance and proper enforcement of existing legislation, and 

 working to create a global framework that increases safety and ethics while maintaining a 
level playing field in the Single Market and ideally elsewhere. 
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The Single Market for Robotics

Conclusion

The Single Market for Robotics needs to remain open and attractive for manufacturers to 
innovate and to adopt new technologies such as AI. This is of paramount importance 
considering the global robotics race with Asia and North America.

Furthermore, proper enforcement of existing laws and effective market surveillance ensuring 
compliance of machinery and robots is needed, rather than mandatory third-party certification 
and new burdensome requirements.
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