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12th meeting, Brussels, 1 December 2022 

  
JOINT DECLARATION 

  
The EU-Ukraine Civil Society Platform (CSP) is one of the bodies set up under the Association 
Agreement between the European Union and Ukraine. 
  
The CSP enables civil society organisations on both sides to monitor the implementation process from 
the point of view of civil society, and to prepare its recommendations to the relevant authorities. 
  
The CSP is made up of members representing the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) 
and Ukrainian civil society. The 12th meeting of the CSP was co-chaired by Oleksandr Yavorskyi, 
from the Federation of Employers of Ukraine, and Veselin Mitov, from the EESC. 
 
The CSP expressed its commitment to support and provide the necessary assistance and advice 
for the implementation of this declaration.  
 
On the consequences of the unprovoked, unjustified and unilateral armed aggression, initiated by 
the Russian Federation, the CSP members:  
 

 strongly and unequivocally condemn the Russian massive terrorist attacks targeted to destroy 
the civilian energy infrastructure of Ukraine. As a result of the unprecedented devastation, 
millions of people have lost their homes or are left without electricity, gas, central heating and 
a proper water supply; 

 
 call for joint actions to strengthen the stability and support the restoration of the energy 

infrastructure of Ukraine; in particular, support the joint appeal by the EU, Ukraine and the 
Energy Community Secretariat regarding the provision of emergency energy equipment 
donations for the repair and restoration of damaged and destroyed infrastructure to ensure the 
stability of Ukraine's energy system; 

 
 call for increased support for Ukrainian communities and cities to provide them with the 

necessary equipment for generating heat and electricity, including generators, mobile boiler 
houses, etc.; in this regard, welcome the European Parliament's "Generators of Hope" 
campaign; 

 



 emphasise the need to support the stability and competitiveness of Ukraine's economy, which 
is suffering from unprecedented challenges related to the military actions of the Russian 
Federation on the territory of Ukraine, the destruction and damage of Ukrainian enterprises, 
and the disruption of logistics chains connecting Ukraine with the EU and other countries across 
the world; 

 
 draw attention to the need to uphold workers' labour rights and guarantees, as well as to plan 

the recovery of Ukraine's economy, taking into account the principle of ensuring decent 
working conditions and social dialogue; 

 
 underline the need to design return-to-work programmes for displaced persons; 

 
 call on the EU countries to strengthen the international legal mechanisms for compensation for 

damages caused by the destruction of, especially, civil infrastructure and housing, energy 
industry facilities, and the surrounding natural environment; 

 
 emphasise that it is not possible for the Russian Federation and its representatives to be 

members of international bodies and organisations whose purpose is to maintain peace, protect 
human rights, ensure sustainable development and a safe environment, and shape and 
implement international law until the end of the armed aggression against Ukraine, the 
punishment of war criminals and the official refusal by this country and its legal successors to 
take military action as a form of realising their interests in the international arena; consider it 
necessary to carefully monitor the presence of Russian representatives and their influence in 
international organisations, as well as that of representatives of those countries that remain 
neutral in the UN regarding Russia's armed aggression against Ukraine; 

 
 continue to insist on the need to recognise the actions of the Russian Federation as terrorist and 

those of Rosatom as nuclear terrorism, which aim to deliberately violate the safety of nuclear 
power plants, international law and fundamental human rights, and call on international partners 
to increase pressure on the IAEA to take effective measures to influence the aggressor, in 
particular stopping Rosatom's construction of new nuclear power plants in any countries and 
ending any cooperation with Rosatom, including purchases of nuclear fuel, uranium, etc.; 

 
 call for consideration of confiscating Russian energy assets and facilities on the territory of EU 

countries to reduce their exposure to Russian influence; 
 
On Ukraine's progress in fulfilling its obligations under the Association Agreement, the CSP 
members:  
 

 positively assess Ukraine's progress in fulfilling its obligations under the Association 
Agreement between Ukraine and the EU; 

 
 on behalf of civil society, emphasise that with its consistent position on the protection of 

democracy and human rights, Ukraine has once again confirmed its readiness for EU 
membership; 

 



On Ukraine's accession to the EU, the CSP members: 
 

 appeal to the official bodies of the EU and Ukraine to intensify efforts to develop the EU 
accession mechanism, to speed up the start of Ukraine's accession negotiations to the EU as 
well as the assistance in the implementation of sectoral reforms, and to continue to work on the 
integration of Ukraine into the EU internal market in accordance with the Association 
Agreement between Ukraine and the EU; 

 
 call on the EESC and the European side of the CSP to launch the process of creating a Joint 

Consultative Committee on the basis of the CSP, as announced during the Krakow conference 
in July 20221, as soon as the accession negotiations are launched; 

 
 call for assistance to be provided in the implementation of the European Green Deal in Ukraine 

for a full and sustainable recovery, the modernisation of the Ukrainian economy, and the re-
equipping and decarbonisation of industry, which will contribute to the economic integration 
of Ukraine and its faster accession to the EU, and at the same time make Europe stronger and 
more resistant to energy and climate dangers; 

 
On investigation of war crimes and sanctions, the CSP members: 
 

 call on the EU and Ukrainian authorities, as well as on the entire civilised democratic world to 
unite for a proper recording, investigation and prosecution of war crimes committed on the 
territory of Ukraine; in this regard, call on authorities and civil society to enhance measures to 
inform the EU and the international community about the war crimes committed by the 
aggressor on the territory of Ukraine, and to counter, and prevent from spreading, any impact 
of the criminal propaganda to justify the war and cover up war crimes; 

 
 call on civil society and the respective European and Ukrainian authorities to take joint 

measures to stop the war waged by the Russia and other supporting countries, to increase 
pressure through all necessary forms of sanctions directly against the interests and assets of the 
Russian leadership and elite, and to extend them to Belarus for its participation in the military 
aggression in Ukraine; 

 
 appeal to the relevant EU institutions to explore the possibility of creating legislative 

mechanisms that will introduce the procedure for the confiscation of frozen assets of the 
Russian Federation and its citizens, with the aim of using them for the fastest possible 
reconstruction of Ukraine; 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1 https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/agenda/our-events/events/conference-relief-and-reconstruction-ukraine-and-its-european-perspective 



On post-war recovery, the CSP members: 
 

 welcome the creation of international structures and networks to support the post-war recovery 
of Ukraine, in particular the Communication2 published by the European Commission on 
18 May 2022, and the activities of the U4U (United for Ukraine) Network; 

 
 call for the expansion and improvement of the mechanisms for the implementation of 

Sustainable Development Goal 16 "Peace, justice and stable institutions" and for effective links 
to be ensured between programmes and measures aimed at the implementation of other 
Sustainable Development Goals and Goal 16; 

 
 emphasise the need to strengthen the assistance from the EU to Ukraine in demining territories 

in order to prevent an increase in the number of human casualties after the end of hostilities; 
 

 stress the need to help Ukraine in strengthening institutional and absorptive capacity, especially 
at local level, given the tremendous problems it faces caused by the Russian invasion, the 
challenges of post-war renovation and tasks regarding candidate country status for EU 
membership; 
 

On interaction with civil society, the CSP members: 
 

 emphasise the need to intensify the interaction of Association bodies with the CSP, including 
mandatory involvement of CSP representatives in the activities of other Association bodies, to 
strengthen bilateral interaction between CSP experts, and to initiate regular mechanisms for 
exchanging information on the state of implementation of the provisions of the Joint 
Declarations; 

 
 draw special attention of the Government of Ukraine to the need to involve the expert potential 

of civil society, the expert and scientific community, in particular on the Ukrainian side of the 
CSP, in the development of support programmes and in the design as well as in all levels and 
stages of implementation of the Ukraine Recovery Plan; 

 
 emphasise the need to develop interaction between civil society and the authorities from 

information and consultation to dialogue and partnership at all levels and in all areas of 
decision-making; 

 
 call for transparency in the designing of projects for the country's post-war development and to 

ensure public control over the implementation of such projects; 
 

 emphasise the need to set priorities for the development of civil society and civic education for 
the economic recovery of Ukraine, taking into account the new wartime realities; 

 

 
2 Brussels, 18.5.2022, COM(2022) 233 final. Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the European Council, the 
Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions. Ukraine Relief and Reconstruction.  



 draw attention once again to the disproportionality of the organisational support of the CSP 
parties, in particular the lack of support from the Government of Ukraine for the participation 
of the Ukrainian side of the CSP in the activities of the CSP; in this regard, reiterate their call 
to the Parties to support the work of the CSP; 

 
On political dialogue, foreign policy, regional development and cross-border cooperation, the CSP 
members: 

 
 draw attention to the importance of increasing funding and strengthening cooperation with 

Ukraine using the tools of the "Interreg NEXT" programme (2021-2027), which will strengthen 
the regional development of Ukraine; 

 
 emphasise the importance of horizontal cooperation between regions of the EU and Ukraine, 

as well as the involvement through partnerships of cities and regions of the European Union to 
rebuild the territories of Ukraine affected by military aggression; 

 
 emphasise the importance of creating a single online database of international partnership 

relations gathering information on the provision of international technical assistance and other 
joint projects that are being implemented in Ukraine, in particular those between communities, 
and regions of Ukraine and EU partners in order to increase the efficiency of cooperation and 
with a view to attracting the necessary assistance; 

 
 call for further measures to improve the economic development of regions with abnormally low 

standards of living or with serious underemployment as a result of hostilities on their territory 
in accordance with Article 262(3)(a) of the Association Agreement; 

 
 emphasise the need to implement an innovative approach to the reconstruction of Ukraine with 

the implementation of the methodology for the development of smart specialisation strategies 
by all regions of Ukraine and further activation of thematic cooperation with EU regions; 

 
 welcome the intensification of the efforts of the Government and the expert environment of 

Ukraine in the macro-regional strategies of the EU and the Three Seas initiative; 
 

 call on the European Union to change the financing mechanism of the Ukrainian partners within 
the Danube Region Programme 2021-2027, into a pre-financing mechanism and ensure full 
coverage; 

 
 emphasise the need to further establish a system of control over the use of EU funds and 

mechanisms in Ukraine for combating fraud and improper spending of funds; 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



On refugees from Ukraine in EU countries and internally displaced persons, the CSP members: 
 

 call for measures to be taken to apply equal approaches to the treatment and legal status of, and 
economic and social support for, refugees from Ukraine and other categories of Ukrainian 
residents who have found themselves legally on the territory of the EU Member States; also 
call for them to be granted the right to move within the EU, without the need for biometric 
passports, and for suitable measures to be implemented for their resettlement, reception and 
integration in EU countries; 

 
 welcome the actions of the European Commission to activate the Temporary Protection 

Directive 2001/55/EC, and call for the full implementation of the Directive based on the 
solidarity and shared responsibility of the EU Member States, guaranteeing the exhaustive 
range of rights under the Directive, including access to the labour market, housing, healthcare, 
education, social support and mobility for all citizens of Ukraine and members of their families 
who are entitled to such protection;  

 
 call for recognition of the special situation of women and children in conflict zones and upon 

arriving in safe areas, including the risks of exploitation and gender-based violence, including 
sexual violence and trafficking in human beings, and urge that measures be taken to arrange 
support as well as social and psychological rehabilitation for them; 

 
 call for recognition of the special situation of the elderly, people with disabilities, and other 

vulnerable groups, and stress that their special needs need to be properly addressed; 
 

 call on the EU Member States to continue financial and humanitarian support for the people of 
Ukraine, and to support refugees from Ukraine in the EU and other countries in the region; 
 

On the economic development of Ukraine, the CSP members: 
 

 welcome the signature of the EU-Ukraine Agreement on the Carriage of Freight by Road and 
the accession of Ukraine to the Common Transit Conventions and the simplification of 
formalities in the trade in goods;  

 
 draw attention to the decision of the USA not to treat Russia as a market economy country and 

call on the EU to consider taking a similar decision; 
 

 urge the EU countries to take measures to stop the import of goods and services from the 
aggressor countries, in particular, from Russia; 

 
 call for an extension of the preferential regime provided for by Regulation of the European 

Parliament and Council No 2022/870 of 30 May 2022 on temporary trade liberalisation 
measures supplementing trade preferences applied to Ukrainian goods for the period until the 
negotiations on Ukraine's EU membership are completed when exporting to the EU; 

 



 call for the preparation and signing of the Agreement on Conformity Assessment and 
Acceptability of Industrial Products (ACCA) to be speeded up, and for further implementation 
of European legislation on technical regulation in the national legislation; 

 
 stress the need to enhance the cooperation between Ukrainian and EU industrial clusters and 

call on the EU to involve Ukrainian enterprises in European production chains on the basis of 
mutually beneficial cooperation in related industries in Ukraine and in the EU; 

 
 call for the expansion of sanctions on goods originating from Russia and Belarus and for 

possibilities to be explored regarding the replacement of non-sanctioned Russian and 
Belarusian goods on EU markets with analogues of Ukrainian origin; 

 
 ask the EU to propose a solution, with the participation of Ukraine, to the issue regarding 

restrictions on the import of Ukrainian goods to the EU from the partially occupied territories, 
which are under the control of the Ukrainian government and to receive payments for the 
products delivered from those territories from EU business entities; 

 
 employers and trade unions from Ukraine express concern about the possible negative impact 

of the introduction of the Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM) on Ukrainian 
products on the country's economy and on the trade between Ukraine and the EU and 
recommend its suspension during war times; in this regard, they call on the EU, when 
introducing similar measures, to take into account the current state of Ukraine's economy, 
industry and infrastructure due to the ongoing war, as well as Ukraine's current accelerated 
fulfilment of its obligations to join the EU, and to consider the possibility of establishing 
appropriate transitional regimes for imports originating in Ukraine, with the aim of preventing 
significant trade restrictions and job cuts; 

 
 call on the EU to assist in the expansion of railway connections between Ukraine and the EU 

as well as in a more effective use of European ports to ensure the export of goods originating 
from Ukraine to global markets, taking into account the experience of implementing the 
Solidarity Lanes initiative; 

 
On employment, social policy, equal opportunities and the state of social dialogue, the CSP members: 

 
 believe that under martial law, the reform of the labour legislation of Ukraine should take place 

only through social dialogue, with the involvement of trade unions and employers, taking into 
account practices and examples of EU Member States, and should not allow a reduction in the 
scope of the rights of employees, in particular, those involved in the spheres of security, defence 
and sustainment of the population, or a reduction in the role of trade unions, which are used to 
protect the rights and interests of employed people; 

 
 are concerned that particular recent labour law reforms, adopted for the period of martial law, 

violate not only the European values, but also the obligations under ratified ILO Conventions, 
sending a wrong signal about the intentions of Ukraine as an EU candidate country;  

 



 are concerned that the recent labour law reforms violate not only European values, but also the 
obligations under ratified ILO Conventions, sending a wrong signal about the intentions of 
Ukraine as an EU candidate country; 

 
 emphasise the need for urgent joint measures to reduce the shadow sector of the economy aimed 

at preventing the spread of shameful practices of forced labour and human trafficking; 
 

 emphasise that the war has led to the loss of a significant amount of skilled labour, not only due 
to migration to neighbouring countries, but also as a consequence of serious or fatal injuries to 
workers; 

 
 urge the Association Council to give priority to the implementation of international labour 

standards, the EU legislation and practice on social policy, employment and labour, collective 
bargaining regulation, conducting social dialogue, gender equality and reform of labour 
legislation to ensure the balance of the interests of the social partners and protect the rights of 
workers in compliance with the provisions of the Association Agreement (Articles No. 419-
421, 424) and ILO conventions (No. 81, 87, 98, 117, 122, 129, 144, 154, 173); 

 
On energy, transport, the environment and climate change, the CSP members: 

 
 call on the EU governments, European civil society organisations, private companies and 

associations in the field of energy, engineering, and the automotive industry to provide 
necessary equipment, spare parts, all types of fuel, capital inflow, etc. to ensure the continued 
functioning of the Ukrainian energy infrastructure in winter conditions during wartime; stress 
the need to allocate financial assistance within the framework of the Ukraine Energy Support 
Fund for the purchase of this equipment; 

 
 call for the creation of a strategic stockpile of energy equipment and fuel on the territory of EU 

neighbouring countries, such as Poland, for the rapid replacement of damaged critical 
infrastructure facilities; emphasise the need to ensure the priority of production and financing 
of unique equipment for the energy sector of Ukraine for manufacturers of such equipment; 

 
 draw attention to the need to take measures to stop the import of energy carriers originating 

from the Russian Federation and insist that energy companies end cooperation with Russia; 
 

 propose freezing direct funds destined to pay for Russian energy and energy commodities, and 
redirecting them towards the post-war reconstruction of Ukraine; 

 
 welcome the activity of international experts and institutions that took part in the analysis and 

assessment of the environmental consequences of the Russian aggression, including long-term 
ones, as well as initiatives aimed at compensating the damage to the environment of Ukraine 
by the aggressor; 
 



 insist on the need for a green recovery of Ukraine, based on principles of sustainable 
development, and for the integration of environmental and climate issues into all sectoral and 
regional reconstruction plans, and stress the need to promote civil society participation in these 
processes; 

 
 emphasise that the green reconstruction of Ukraine should be carried out in conjunction with 

relevant reforms in the field of the environment and climate change that will ensure the 
implementation of acquis сommunautaire in relevant areas, which is a necessary condition for 
Ukraine to acquire full membership of the EU; 

 
 call on the EU and its Member States to strengthen the integration of the electricity and gas 

markets of Ukraine and the EU, taking into account the interests of Ukraine, by ensuring 
solidarity and the deeper participation of Ukraine in EU plans/strategies for the security of 
energy supplies and the development of energy infrastructure, by granting Ukrainian gas 
storage the status of strategic for the EU; 

 
 call on the EU and international partners to actively participate in the reconstruction of 

Ukrainian cities that have suffered significant destruction, as well as in the green transformation 
of cities that have not been damaged, in particular by enabling Ukrainian cities to participate in 
tools under the European Green Deal such as the European Climate Pact, the New European 
Bauhaus and the Green Cities Agreement; 
 

On science, innovation, the information society and education, the CSP members: 
 

 call on the Ukrainian and European authorities to support the development and implementation 
of a common agenda for Ukrainian citizens with refugee status and persons in need of 
temporary protection in the EU Member States, paying special attention to the acquisition and 
validation of the knowledge and skills needed by Ukrainian citizens for employment and 
removing obstacles to the recognition of formal qualifications and practical work experience; 

 
 re-emphasise the need to take due account of the characteristics of vulnerable groups and 

internally displaced persons when developing educational programmes and creating conditions 
for their equal access to the labour market in both Ukraine and the EU Member States; 

 
 draw attention to the need to accelerate the reform of the vocational education system of 

Ukraine and to adopt the law of Ukraine "On vocational education in Ukraine" as soon as 
possible, taking into account the importance of this particular sphere of education in the post-
war reconstruction of Ukraine which will require the redesigning or updating of VET systems 
to better reflect post-conflict needs; 

 



 once again, taking into account the frequent changes in the skills requirements of the labour 
market, emphasise the need to create a system of life-long learning in Ukraine involving the 
training and education of adults, upskilling and reskilling of workers, as well as the 
improvement of language skills; 

 
 call on the Government and the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine to take measures to establish the 

National Qualifications System in Ukraine and adopt the law of Ukraine "On the National 
Qualifications System"; 

 
 emphasise the need to strengthen the development of digital and "green" skills in all spheres of 

education as one of the main pillars of the security and competitiveness of the state, and, in 
particular, to pay special attention to ensuring the participation of young people in the field of 
the creative industries and the "green" economy; 

 
 recommend that the Government of Ukraine more actively make use of opportunities for 

cooperation under the Horizon Europe programme (2021-2027); in particular, welcome the 
plans to establish a Horizon Europe office in Ukraine; 

 
 call for active use of cooperation opportunities within the framework of the special support 

measures of ERA4Ukraine and ERC4Ukraine, the scholarship support under MSCA4Ukraine 
and EIC4Ukraine, as well as special initiatives within the Joint Research Council (JRC), the 
European Institute of Innovation and Technology (EIT) and the COST Association (European 
Cooperation in Science and Technology); 

 
 considering Ukraine's status as a candidate country for EU accession, the members of the CSP 

will contribute to greater policy coherence, as well as faster integration of Ukraine into the 
European research space, focusing on specific common priorities, such as open science and 
effective national research systems, as well as Ukraine's participation in a New European 
Innovation Agenda; 

 
 draw attention to the need to deepen the cooperation of government bodies, public and expert 

organisations in the field of the information society, and for integration into the digital single 
market of the EU, and for progress in the Ukraine-EU bilateral dialogue in the field of the digital 
economy; 

 
 draw the attention of the governments of Ukraine and the EU to the need to intensify the joint 

activities of youth, patriotic, and sporting organisations in Ukraine and the EU, in particular in 
the spheres of regulating the qualification aspects of youth and sports work, and expanding the 
participation of youth and sports organisations of Ukraine in Erasmus+ programmes; 

 
 emphasise the importance of creating conditions for the development of innovative 

entrepreneurial initiatives for young people in Ukraine, with the involvement of relevant EU 
support tools and mechanisms, in particular, in the field of the creative industries within the 
framework of the implementation of the Agreement between the Government of Ukraine and 
the European Commission on the participation of Ukraine in the "Creative Europe" programme. 

 ____________ 


