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1. I am going to be talking about the ECI and its relevance for the young 

people of today.  
 
It is crucial to address this because it’s exactly these young people 
that are the future of the EU. 
 

2. First, youth participation is and should be a central objective of 
European policies.  

 

And the EU knows this. 
 
I quote the Treaty on the Functioning of the EU: 
 
“Union action shall be aimed at encouraging the participation of 
young people in democratic life in Europe.”  

 

This is of uttermost importance! 
 
Not only is today’s youth our future - the young people of today are 
dedicated supporters of the EU.  
 
No other age group approves of the EU and its democracy more than 
the 15-20-year-olds.  
 
Surveys show that their approval is 15 (one-five) percentage points 
higher than in the 55+ age group.  
 
And yet, many are not allowed to vote! 
 



 
 

 
 

And if they are allowed to vote, voter turnout in the older age groups 
can be almost twice as high as in the group of 18 to 24-year-olds. 

 
Knowing this, we must give these young people, these young 
supporters of the EU the opportunity to participate. 
 

3. Second, the ECI is an ideal tool to encourage the participation of 
young people. 

 
Organizing a European citizens’ initiative is admittedly complicated 
and associated with high bureaucratic hurdles.  
 
However, supporting an initiative is relatively simple, and has become 
even easier with the new regulation this year. 
 
In this way, the ECI will precisely fit the preferred participation 
patterns of the younger EU citizens. 
 
Young people participate less via traditional long-term forms of 
political participation, like political parties or associations. 
 
Instead, they get involved depending on the issue and when they feel 
like it. 
 
If you ask young people what format they prefer, digital, accessible 
and temporary tools like the ECI always come out on top. 
 
The ECI is a digital tool that attracts those that have grown up in this 
digital age.  

 
The ECI proves to be a suitable gateway to invite young people to get 
involved.  
 
This is evident when you look at the age of the steering group 
members. 



 
 

 
 

The steering groups are mainly made up of younger people. 
 

4. Third, the right to participate results in more interest in politics.  
 
As a general rule, political interest leads to more political 
participation.  
 
But this correlation also applies the other way around: The example 
of Austria shows that having a right to participate generates interest 
in politics. 
 
Austria lowered its voting age from 18 to 16 in 2007. 
 
This increased voter participation. 
 
And it raised interest in politics in the younger generation!  
 
Lowering the voting age resulted in a tripling of the proportion of first-
time voters under the age of 18 with a strong interest in politics. 
 
It tripled the amount of young voters, who are strongly interested in 
politics! 
 
And it contributed to a decline in the proportion of people not 
interested in politics. 

 
We know from many studies that this interest is likely to continue. 
 
For the EU, this could mean that participating in a European citizens’ 
initiative might also lead to an increased interest in European politics 
on the whole and in the European Parliament elections. 
 

5. In conclusion, I hope that the ECI will become more accessible to 
younger people by lowering the minimum voting to 16.  
 



 
 

 
 

Opening the ECI to citizens at the age of 16 offers several 
opportunities:  
 

 it grants the younger people of Europe an ideal opportunity to get 
involved in the first place 
 

 it can raise awareness and interest in politics 
 

 it can give the supporters of the EU a stronger voice 
 
And the good part is – we do not need another reform process for 
this. The tool can achieve this with a little bit of help from the member 
states.  

 


