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Highlights 

 

On 15 - 17 March 2022, the European Economic and Social Committee held its annual Civil Society Days 

event. Under the overarching topic of The EU as a driver of shared prosperity – civil society for an 

economy that works for people and the planet, discussions in plenary sessions and seven thematic 

workshops focused on how EU civil society can help building a thriving economy that leaves no one 

behind in the new context shaped by COVID-19 and the war in Ukraine, against the backdrop of the 

twin green and digital transitions.  

 

Opening session, moderated by Hanna Surmatz, Philanthropy Europe 

Association (Philea) 

 

 

Welcome by the chair Brikena Xhomaqi, Co-chair of the Liaison 

Group 

 We cannot ignore political crises and social and economic conflicts 

that are unfortunately heating up Europe and the world. This is the best 

occasion to remind everyone of the importance of Civil Society and the 

role we play in being at the forefront of these issues, helping people 

and citizens to cope with these difficulties while reducing rising 

inequalities. 

 

 

 

Introduction by Christa Schweng, President of the EESC 

 The biggest challenge remains to ensure a balanced recovery 

throughout Europe while establishing a path towards a resilient and 

sustainable future. The key words for Europe after the COVID-19 crisis 

need to be: green, digital, inclusive and resilient. The goal should not 

be to simply get back to the pre-crisis status quo, but to foster the 

necessary reforms to help Europe face the digital and green transitions. 

https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/initiatives/civil-society-days
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Keynote speech by Margaritis Schinas, European Commission Vice-

President 

 Europe and the European Union are in urgent need of a skills 

revolution that should be massive and democratic. Upskilling and 

reskilling should be similar to a basic human right available to all, 

regardless of age or social status. A new pact for skills is necessary 

to achieve competitiveness and shared prosperity and to 

democratise our society and economy. 

 

 

Panel discussion: On a fit-for-future, sustainable economy creating shared prosperity 

 

 

Sergey Lagodinsky, Member of the European Parliament, Group of 

the Greens, European Free Alliance 

 Our responsibility, as politicians and civil society, is to ensure that 

shared prosperity is a shared goal and that an understanding of our 

social welfare is at the top of the agenda. Without non-profit 

organisations of various kinds, this will not be possible. 

 

 

Olivia Grégoire, Secretary of State responsible for the social 

economy, on behalf of the French Presidency of the Council of the 

European Union (video message) 

 The social and solidarity economy is an economy that focuses on 

people and respect for the environment and is driven by a spirit of 

inclusion, experience sharing and cooperation. It is an essential 

driver of growth and shared prosperity. 

 

 

Jo Swinson, Director for Partners for a New Economy 

 Shared prosperity is a common mission  and it is a mission 

possible. We as society, through our democratic structures, set the 

rules of the economy, we design the economy and can change the 

way it operates. GDP growth does not equal prosperity. Peace is 

not created by GDP. 

 

 

Alexandrina Najmowicz, Co-chair of the Civil Society Convention 

on the Future of Europe, Secretary General of the European Civic 

Forum 

 We really need a strategy for the European institutions to engage 

with civil society, not just through funding or consultation, but by 

implementing the tools that we have in the treaties to engage in 

dialogue with the institutions. 
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Piotr Sadowski, President of Social Platform, Secretary General of 

Volonteurope 

 The digital and ecological transitions are happening, but we are 

also facing other transitions, namely a demographic one. So, the 

cost of not addressing them is too high and their impact on the 

European labour market will be devastating if we do not really put 

people's wellbeing at the centre of all our policies. 

 

 

Closing session, moderated by Piotr Sadowski, President of Social Platform, 

Secretary General of Volonteurope  

 

 

 

Introduction by Christa Schweng, President of EESC 

 The green and digital transitions must also protect and promote 

the EU's values and principles. They are the foundation on which 

the narrative of the European Union is based: a project of peace, 

security, prosperity and democracy. 

 

Main recommendations from the seven workshops  
 

 

Theodor Grassos, Secretary General of EVBB, for the workshop on        

Upskilling opportunities for all 

 Individuals should have full ownership of their education rights in 

the skills revolution, ensuring universal, yet tailored access to LLL 

for all. This includes making use of preferential channels like civil 

society organisations and education providers to reach out to those 

most in need, and to support a Europe with shared prosperity.  

 

 

Carlos Sentís, Founder and CEO of the World Innovation Alliance, 

for the workshop on Intergenerational Dialogues among 

European Union Entrepreneurs 

 We need to redefine the way we measure progress, including Key 

Performance Indicators that not only track GDP but also take into 

consideration the effects of human activity in the environment and 

biodiversity, physical and mental wellbeing, access to education, 

resilience or human rights. 
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Giulia Bordin CEV, for the workshop on Volunteers for prosperity  

 Volunteering is an essential component for European democracy 

and an expression of European values. The European Commission 

should take steps to declare 2025 as the European Year of 

Volunteering. Transparent and democratically distributed state 

funding to democratic and inclusive volunteering initiatives with clear 

and transparent procedures, is essential for quality volunteering that 

responds to long term challenges in social cohesion, safety, security 

& prosperity for all. 

 

 

Hanna Surmatz, Philea, forthe workshop on Enabling 

environment for civil society  

The meaningful engagement recommends a strategy for EU civil 

society, including policies around better recognition of the sector and 

civil dialogue, favourable legal frameworks, creation of a level playing 

field, access to public funding and overcoming obstacles to cross-

border philanthropy, as well as monitoring and protection 

mechanisms at EU level. 

 

 

Mikael Leyi, Secretary General of SOLIDAR, for the workshop on 

Building a democratic economy for a just transition  

 A just transition is only possible if our economies are deeply 

transformed and reoriented towards social and environmental 

goals. To reach this objective, EU institutions must ensure 

meaningful participation of stakeholders in decisions on the 

European Semester, the European Green Deal, the reform of the 

EU fiscal framework, the Social Economy Action Plan  (SEAP) and 

other processes, starting with effective social and civil dialogue and 

using various forms of citizens’ engagement and participatory 

democracy. 

 

 

Anna Echterhoff, UEF Secretary General, for the workshop on A 

green social market economy for the Future of Europe 

 We must strengthen our social market economy, while continuing 

to play a leading role in the green transition, ensuring convergence of 

key EU policy initiatives and the Social Pillar Action Plan, the Green 

Deal, the Next Generation EU or the Social Economy Action Plan. We 

must ensure that EU citizens can own their future by actively 

participating in the social economy. 
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Silvana Roebstorf, Social Platform, for the workshop on The Future 

of Social Protection and the European Welfare State: minimum 

income schemes and access to quality social services 

 The participation of society in all stages of policy making is of 

crucial importance. Social services need to be affordable & 

accessible for all: in order to be mutually reinforcing, social services 

and social protection schemes need to (1) be adequately funded 

from collective sources of income, (2) guarantee and promote a 

rights-based approach, (3) be centred around the needs of 

individuals, (4) support empowerment, autonomy, and 

independence of the users, (5) support service integration. 

 

 

Panel discussion on The key role of civil society in creating shared prosperity 

for the future of Europe 
 

 

Silvie Pýchová, Member of the Czech Government Council for 

Non-Governmental Non-Profit Organisations  

 Especially in times of crisis, civil society organisations are the first 

to to deliver humanitarian aid be on the spot and the last ones to 

leave. A better recognition of the key role of organized civil society  

is needed and its role in the participative process and in policy  

making must be clarified. 

 

 

Marcos Ros Sempere, member of the European Parliament, S&D 

group 

 Upskilling and reskilling are fundamental when copying with the 

twin transitions. We must also strengthen civic participation  when 

tackling the three current challenges: climate change, Covid-19 

pandemic and the war in Ukraine. We will be a better society, better 

European citizens if we succeed to engage with all citizens and take 

their advices into account. 

 

 

Pilvi Torsti, State Secretary at Ministry of Transport and 

Communications of Finland 

 Education is perhaps the most efficient way to change the world 

in a long term. My hope is that the EU might start piloting some 

educational initiatives on topics that are common to all Member 

States and for which we do have platforms, such as climate change, 

digitalisation or security. By doing so we would create a progressive 

notion of education. 
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Regita Zeila, Director of the Social Entrepreneurship Association 

of Latvia 

 When I think about participation, I don't really think about 

regulations or rules, but about being where the people are and 

speaking in their language. It's difficult because there are many 

opinions and sometimes they are contradictory, but that's one of 

the key learnings that we have to understand ourselves. 

 

 

Closing remarks by Brikena Xhomaqi, Co-chair of the Liaison Group 

 It is important to recognise the work of civil society organisations 

as safe spaces for citizens. This message, shared prosperity, must 

be maintained. As long as we do not understand the 

interrelationship between them, we can't move forward. 

 

  

 

 


