
Statement  
 
As a member of the Polish representation in the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) 
and as a long-term trade union activist, I declare  that it is my strongest wish that the dispute between 
the European Union’s institutions and the Polish government does not escalate.  
 
I would like to point out that the conflict which has currently arisen is not a reflection of our mutual 
relations or the majority of the Polish people’s position with regard to EU’s actions.  
 
As the Chairwoman of the Forum of Trade Unions (FZZ)  - a representative trade union organisation 
which brings together people who hold very different political opinions and views, I feel obliged to 
say that the diverse Polish society has a different and frankly quite positive view with regard to 
Poland’s membership in the EU and with regard to its institutions. 
 
Above all, it is necessary to state that the mechanism which takes into account the rule of law when 
granting EU funds is consistent with the intention of nations who possess a will to build a common 
Europe - one which applies the highest democratic standards of a democratic lawful state.  
 
We are at a special moment in our history. We are aggressively fighting the effects of the coronavirus 
pandemic. The situation should have an effect on our perception of mutual interests of individual 
states and the societies functioning in them. We should want to act in an altruistic manner and look 
at Europeans in an individualistic way.  
 
Altruism should hold a special place on  EU’s agenda, including the European Economic and Social 
Committee, representing a wide spectrum of socio-economic interests.  
 
Europeans, including all Poles, expect support from the European Union - hunger, unemployment, 
poverty, economic exclusion, fear of losing healthcare and loss of life  - these terms have no party 
affiliation.  
 
If today the institutions of the European Union take away the means to stimulate the Polish economy 
from the Polish people - then Poles will feel punished for „sins” that they did not commit and did not 
plan to commit. 
 
Why should small entrepreneurs who have lost everything due to the pandemic be punished? Why 
should the medics who save the lives of millions be to blame? Why should workers employed in 
industries affected by the lockdowns be to blame?  
 
By stopping the flow of EU funds we take them away primarily from those who are on democracy’s 
side. We take them away from those people who stand by the rule of law. 
 
We are still three years away from our parliamentary elections. I am of the opinion that especially 
today, faith in democratic values and regaining the footholds of democracy should be done through 
dialogue, through a legal path.  
 
Depriving Poles of the means of rebuilding our country after the war with COVID - does not guarantee 
democratisation. There is a danger that a hungry, excluded person, deprived of the perspectives 
guaranteed by the the European Union, will start looking for a more radical political offer.  
 



Therefore we should not punish nations for the fact that their elected officials have decided to stray 
from the right course. This will only worsen the already complicated situation. 
 
Hence I am calling for the urgent reprogramming of EU funds so that they reach citizens in as direct  
a way as possible.This way - those governments which deviate from the path of the rule of law will 
have a much more limited ability to manage such funds than those which pursue a democratic 
agenda.  
 
We should take a closer look at this particular situation and realise that Polish citizens do not deserve 
to be punished twice. Not only will they suffer due to the political decisions of their government, but 
also due to the lack of perspectives for the future. If we deprive Poland of EU funds, we will be 
counterproductive. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Dorota Gardias 


