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The European Economic and Social Committee is a 
consultative body that represents organised civil society

Employers Workers Diversity Europe
Employers federations,

Chambers of Commerce,
SME organisations…

Trade Unions Farmers, Consumers, NGOs, 
Professions, Disabilities, 

Academics, Cooperatives…



AN ASSEMBLY OF 329 MEMBERS FROM ALL MEMBER STATES OF THE EU

• appointed for a renewable five-year term by 
the Council on a proposal from each Member 
State

• not based full time in Brussels: most continue 
their own jobs “back home”
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CCMI: A BODY WITHIN THE BODY
Finds its roots in the European Coal and 
Steel Community Consultative Committee

Following expiry of ECSC Treaty on 23 July 2002, 
CCMI is created within the EESC on 24 October
2002

• Main focus is analysis of sectorial industrial 
issues, but also expanded its remit to areas such 
as decarbonization and digitalization

• Composed of 51 EESC Members and 51 
Delegates named among experts of industrial 
sectors



EU ACTIONS 
ON RAW MATERIALS



The Raw Materials Initiative (2008)

The European Technology Platform on Sustainable Mineral Resources (2008)

The European Innovation Partnership on Raw Materials (2012)

The European Institute of Innovation and Technology – Raw Materials (2015)

The European Battery Alliance (2017)

The European Raw Materials Alliance (September 2020)

The annual activities within the framework of the EU Raw Materials Week 

EU ACTIONS 
ON RAW MATERIALS



CRITICAL & STRATEGIC 
MINERALS

“A mineral can be regarded as critical only if
it performs an essential function for which
few or no satisfactory substitutes exist …

…Materials for military uses are strategic,
while those for which a threat to supply from
abroad could involve harm to the nation’s
economy are critical”



List of CRMs

2011, a first list of 14 CRMs 
2014, a second list of 20 CRMs
2017, a third list of 27 CRMs
2020, a fourth list of 30 CRMs



Source: European Commission



2020 EC’s list of critical raw materials 
(new as compared to 2017 in bold)

Antimony Hafnium Phosphorus

Baryte Heavy Rare Earth Elements Scandium

Beryllium Light Rare Earth Elements Silicon metal

Bismuth Indium Tantalum

Borate Magnesium Tungsten

Cobalt Natural graphite Vanadium

Coking coal Natural rubber Bauxite

Fluorspar Niobium Lithium

Gallium Platinum Group Metals Titanium

Germanium Phosphate rock Strontium



The EC’s Action plan is 
articulated in 
4 main objectives
Developing
• Developing resilient value chains for EU industrial ecosystems

Reducing
• Reducing dependency on primary critical raw materials through 

circular use of resources, sustainable products and innovation

Strengthening
• Strengthening the sustainable and responsible domestic 

sourcing and processing of raw materials in the European Union

Diversifying
• Diversifying supply with sustainable and responsible sourcing 

from third countries, strengthening rules-based open trade in 
raw materials and removing distortions to international trade



10 concrete engagements that the Commission will 
undertake in the short, medium and long-term

Establish

Establish a 
European Raw 
Materials 
Alliance

Develop

Develop 
sustainable 
financing 
criteria for the 
mining, 
extractive and 
processing 
sectors

Launch

Launch critical 
raw materials 
research and 
innovation on 
waste 
processing, 
advanced 
materials and 
substitution

Map

Map the 
potential supply 
of secondary 
critical raw 
materials from 
EU stocks and 
wastes and 
identify viable 
recovery 
projects by 2022

Identify

Identify mining 
and processing 
projects in the 
EU that can be 
operational by 
2025



10 concrete engagements that the Commission will 
undertake in the short, medium and long-term

Develop expertise 
and skills in 

mining, extraction 
and processing 
technologies in 

regions in 
transition

Use earth-
observation 
programme 

Copernicus to 
improve resource 

exploration, 
operations and 

post-closure 
environmental 
management

Develop Horizon 
Europe R&I 
projects on 

processes for 
exploitation and 

processing of 
critical raw 
materials

Develop strategic 
international 

partnerships and 
associated 

funding to secure 
a diversified and 

sustainable supply 
of critical raw 

materials

Promote 
responsible 

mining practices 
for critical raw 

materials through 
the EU regulatory 

framework and 
international 
cooperation



The EESC 
position 
concerns 
6 main 
objectives

Supporting sustainable primary sourcing in Europe

Fostering secondary sourcing from waste and 
circular reuse

Maintaining extractive and processing capacities in 
the EU by supporting workers and regions

Investing in activities that can foster substitution

Diversifying trading partners and supporting 
developing countries

A wider and more frequent review of the critical 
raw materials list



Exploration 
is a high-risk 

activity 



EU must develop a streamlined 
authorisation process for 
mining activities

A streamlined process does not
prejudge the outcome of any
decision-making process, but is
intended to improve the timeliness,
predictability and transparency of
the environmental review and
authorisation processes for the
infrastructure projects implemented
through this method



The importance 
of circularity for 
the EU economy

The existence of adequate financing 
instruments that facilitate the green 
transition for the ore extraction and 

processing sectors

Crucial to invest (e.g. via Horizon 2020) 
in recycling of critical and strategic raw 

materials

It is essential for the circular economy to 
close the loop of materials in Europe

The export of waste containing valuable 
materials should be carefully assessed 
and occur only when useful in terms of 

sustainability



Key actions 
in improving 
the EU's raw 
materials 
resilience 

Map the potential supply of secondary critical raw materials from
EU stocks and wastes

A balance has to be struck between strict and fast procedures so
that domestic shipment, recycling and reuse of secondary raw
materials is not hampered

Member States apply different classification methods for assessing
whether or not the properties of waste are hazardous. This creates
unnecessary bureaucracy – too many documents; lengthy
processes; misalignment among authorities – and unnecessary
burden due to the financial guarantee associated with the waste
shipment that depends on the waste classification



The importance of integrating new
dimensions, into the methodology
used for the regular assessment of
the list of critical minerals

Appropriate criteria to check if the
global supply chains of these types
of raw materials comply with
ethical principles should be defined
in order to assess the "ethical
dimension"



The 
ethical 

principles 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights
UN Guiding Principles for Business and 
Human Rights
Tripartite Declaration of Principles 
concerning Multinational Enterprises 
and Social Policy 
UN Sustainable Development Goals



CNV International’s Project 



A need for coordination between national 
education, training, retraining and 
certification systems

Reserving and allocating sufficient capacity to 
train specialists in the areas that contribute to 
strengthening critical and strategic raw 
materials resilience

The EU must improve the training of 
specialists in line with the accelerated 
evolutions of the digital revolution

Education & training  



The availability of technological
and industrial capacities in the EU
to replace these minerals in case
of persistent scarcity

Increase the role of relevant EU
institutions in planning significant
and constant investments in R&D
programmes to discover new
materials and processes for
ensuring a justified substitution



The European Commission must
take into account, in a convincing
and respectful manner, the needs
and aspirations of raw material
supplying developing countries
by encouraging and supporting
companies that clearly operate
on the basis of respect of the
economic, social and ecological
interests of these countries and
their population



Widening the definition and the 
paradigm of critical raw materials

Conventionally, critical raw materials have been understood as materials 
coming mainly from mining sector. This is too narrow scope and limits the 
growth of green energies

Wood-based materials can be efficiently used in much more applications than 
in the past 

From textiles to new lighter and more environmentally friendly battery 
technologies, this is an area that is advancing with great speed

Bioeconomy has the unique possibilities of adding resilience to the EU 
economy and geopolitical stability for our continent





Virtual follow-up meeting CCMI 177 with 
Ms. Hildegard BENTELE,MEP, ITRE Committee

Meeting – 17 May 2021



Next steps: The deadline for opinion-giving
committees is 10 September 2021. ITRE's draft
report will be voted on 27 September 2021 and is
expected to be adopted in the November Plenary.

On 1 June, the ITRE Committee published its
draft report on the European Strategy for
Critical Raw Materials, with MEP Hildegard
Bentele (EPP, Germany) as rapporteur. The
opinion-giving committees are ENVI, with MEP
Sara Matthieu (Greens/EFA, Belgium) as
rapporteur, and INTA, with MEP Roman Haider as
rapporteur (ECR, Austria).



What’s next?

An Action Plan 
on Rare Earths



Thank you and see you soon !

Dumitru Fornea 

Member of the European 
Economic and Social Committee 


