
Taking place in a context of social crisis, the 
European elections in France suscitated 
many fears with regard to the turnout 
and the results. Indeed, the confrontation 
between Europhobes and Europhiles has 
demonstrated the extent to which the role 
of Europe has been underrated, as well as 
an escalation of extremes which placed the 
responsibility of the crisis in the hands of 
European politics. Therefore a rejection of 
this form of consultation could have been 
feared. On the contrary, it was not the case. 4 
million more voters than in the last elections 
went to the polls and there was a high level 
of youth participation among them even if 

many young people are unhappy with the 
electoral consultations. The fact that the 
lists of MEPs who were committed to the 
European project have collected the largest 
number of votes has to be underlined. The 
European project has not been rejected. 
On the contrary, it will thrive as long as it 
corresponds with the aspirations of the 
population which has to be consulted and 
informed. The parliamentarians who have just 
been elected will have a great responsibility. 
Organized civil society can certainly help 
them and must keep on mobilizing. 
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Outcome of the 
European elections

Reine-Claude MADER (FR)                 
Member of the Consumption,
Housing and Living
Conditions Association (CLCV)
Member of the Diversity Europe Group

A winning 
Europe?

Dear colleagues and guests, 

Europe has chosen!

The mobilization of civil society has 
succeeded. For the first time in history 
of EU elections, voter turnout has been 
very much higher than in the previous 
rounds. This time slightly more than 50% 
of EU citizens eligible to vote expressed 
their democratic right and took part in 
the elections. The turnout is historic - 
the highest score in 20 years! Numbers 
increased in 21 countries. In Germany, the 
turnout was even higher than 60%. As 
representatives of civil society, we can be 
proud of this mobilization and of our joint 
efforts to contribute to this. 

Civil society organizations and our mem-
bers played an instrumental role in mobi-
lizing EU citizens. Not only did they take 
part in the elections. They also convinced 
and motivated citizens across Europe to 
turn out and vote in favor of the EU and 
the values it represents. Achieving this is 
simply impossible without engaging and 
motivating citizens on all levels. This ac-
tivity does not end now. It is starting now. 
The follow-up of the European elections is 
a great opportunity to put the EU back on 
track with concrete ideas, visions, meas-
ures and dialogue and to go further in-
cluding citizens. EESC started to elaborate 
proposals to contribute to EU Commission 
working programme 2019-2025. 

The positive narrative has to be filled with 
concrete proposals. The ever closer Europe 
has to be discussed with its citizens. The 
communication process in our represented 
organizations shall continue. We will try to 
provide you with all the possible support.  

Yours sincerely, 
Arno Metzler



The election turnout in Slovakia was 22.47%, 
much higher than in 2014 when Slovakia 
had a turnout of 13%. Still, it was the lowest 
within the EU. 

The winners of the EU elections were pro-
European parties, Progressive Slovakia/Spolu 
20.11% and Direction-Social Democracy 
15.72%. Furthermore, the far-right People´s 
Party-Our Slovakia (ĽSNS) also had a strong 
result. With the support of 12% of votes, it 
obtained two seats in the EP.

Moreover, it was the first time that a politician 
of Roma ethnicity from Slovakia became a 
member of the EP. Most of his votes came from 
the majority. This result constitutes the 
best answer against extremism. Another 
important aspect is that Slovakia will not 
likely have a representative among the 
hard–line Eurosceptics. In comparison to 
the rest of the Visegrád Group Region, the 
strongest pro-European voice is coming 
from Slovakia.

The participation of members of the EESC 
to the to the EESC going local missions 
campaigns, in which they explained the 
importance of voting also influenced the 
high turnout in a positive manner.
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Jan DIRX (NL)                       
Liaison officer for the Groene11 (Green11),
Dutch nature and environmental organisations 
Member of the Diversity Europe Group

The European elections and civil society 

When polling stations close and first forecasts 
get published, it is always a nerve-shredding 
moment for anyone who is politically en-
gaged. This was the case for me on Sunday 
evening at 11 p.m. - whereas Italy was the last 
Member State to count the votes for the EP for 
a new 5-year period.  

A few days later, now that the votes have been 
counted and that the outcome of the election 
is known, I would like to give a preliminary 
analysis of the consequences of the results on 
the stance of the civil society in the European 
Union. I am writing this analysis while looking 
out on the Belliard Street on which police es-
corts – with sirens wailing –bring government 
leaders to the building of the European Coun-
cil so that they can translate the outcomes and 
directly assess the desirable configurations. 
First of all, let’s sum up the outcome of the 
European elections in four striking ele-
ments. 

Firstly, the turnout: although the turnout 
was actually sadly low, it was the highest in 20 
years with a score of 50.5%. An illustration of 
the involvement of the citizens (in a positive 
or negative way) in the EU is growing. That 
should be an incentive for each EU institution, 
including the EESC, to maintain and increase 
that involvement by promoting active partici-
pation and communicating in clear language. 
That involvement will undoubtedly increase 
in the next five years due to the remarkable 
second point: for the first time in history, 
Christian Democrats and Social Democrats 
have lost their joint majority. This means 
that these two parties can no longer arrange 
things in a back room, as this was pretty com-
mon. They will now have to find majorities in 
the European Parliament within a political 
debate. That will make European politics more 
visible and lively. 

A third important point is the substantial 
gain of the green parties. This is indeed a 
consequence of the concerns of citizens about 
the growing climate crisis, but also a reward 
for the fact that many green parties have suc-
ceeded in linking their ecological agenda with 
the social and democratic agenda in recent 
years. That means that you come up with solu-
tions for climate and environmental problems 
which also have a positive effect on peoples’ 
income position and on their say and involve-

ment in social issues. Wind and solar energy 
projects in-house are an example of this.

Finally, the fourth worth mentioning element 
is the relatively modest gain of the Euros-
ceptics and populists, with the exception 
of the results in Italy, in Hungary and in 
Poland. Marine Le Pen won the battle with 
President Macron in France, but the percent-
age of votes she won was lower than the one 
five years ago. 

After these observations, as a representative 
of nature and environmental organisations 
and as a strong advocate of the position of 
CSOs, I am quite satisfied with the outcome 
of the elections of the European Parliament. 
The four largest political groups in the EP 
(Christian Democrats, Social Democrats, 
Liberals and Greens) are all four defenders 
of the democratic rule of law, human rights 
and the stance of civil society. These four will 
often have to implement new policies and 
legislation in dialogue and debate with each 
other. This also means that CSOs have four 
inputs to put their wishes and proposals on 
the table and to gain support. This result 
also makes it clear that it is more than 
necessary to continue to provide active 
social and political support to citizens 
and their organizations in the EU Member 
States where the rule of law and/or human 
rights are under pressure. 

Moreover, during the election campaign, 
Frans Timmermans (the ‘spitzenkandidat’ of the 
Social Democrats) has always mentioned that 
the climate crisis is the highest priority for the 
EU. Combined with the strong growth of the 
green parties, with amongst other the climate 
scientist Bas Eickhout as Spitzenkandidat, this 
raises the hope that the EU will intensify its 
energy saving and efficiency as well as its 
sustainable energy developments efforts 
in the near future. In addition, civil society 
will undoubtedly face strong lobby competi-
tion from the established fossil powers. 

But let us use this political momentum to 
make it more than clear that the progressive 
forces in the European Parliament have broad 
public support if they commit themselves to 
environmental, social and democratic justice. 

Jan Dirx - 28 May 2019

Vladimír BÁLEŠ (SK)                    
Professor, Slovak University of 
Technology, Bratislava
Member of the
Diversity Europe Group

EU elections
in Slovakia



The topic of our event in Bucharest was aligned with the fourth 
priority of the Romanian Presidency of the Council of the EU, namely: 
the priority of a ‘Europe of Common Values’. We aimed at engaging 
our members in an open debate with Romanian civil society 
representatives, activists and students on how to protect democracy 
and its values, how to communicate and explain the benefits of EU 
membership and how civil society can shape the Europe of tomorrow. 
The first panel Guaranteeing European Values and Fundamental 
Rights served also as an introduction of our members to the 
Romania/s civil society agenda and struggles: defending the civic 
space, street protests and the energy coming from non-organised 
civil society, media freedom, gender equality.  

Two days before the historical Sibiu informal political summit, 
Group III – Diversity Europe – organized an impressive conference in 
Bucharest on “Europe of Shared Values and Civil Society”. Romanian 
authorities, academia, NGOs, EESC members and Romanian youth 
debated together the European project and the vital role of organised 
civil society 

The last panel debate on the “Future of Europe” was opened with two 
Opinions recently adopted by the EESC, as its’ contribution to the 
Sibiu Summit: “The Future of Europe: benefits for citizens and respect 
for European values” and “Listening to the Citizens of Europe for a 
Sustainable Future (Sibiu and beyond)”. The panel continued with 
very interesting presentations from Romanian academia and other 
civil society representatives. Interventions from the room culminated 
with some stimulating questions on the future of Europe from the 
numerous students from the Bucharest University of Economics. 

EXTRAORDINARY GROUP III MEETING IN BUCHAREST
A EUROPE OF SHARED VALUES AND CIVIL SOCIETY  

Mr Claudiu Crăciun (Lecturer in European Politics at the National 
University of Political Science and Public Administration),
Ms Ioana Avădani (General Director of the Centre for Independent 
Journalism in Bucharest), Ms Oana Băluţă (Faculty of Journalism and 
Communication Studies at the University of Bucharest), 
Ms Dumitrița Cezara Scutari (news reporter at Digi24) on
The Changing Role of European Civil Society

Mr Metzler, President of the Diversity Europe Group in the National 
Library of Romania in Bucharest

Members of the Diversity Europe Group at the National Library of Romania in Bucharest and students  

Ionuţ SIBIAN (RO)                      
Director, Civil Society Development Foundation
Chair of the Federation of International Development 
and Humanitarian Aid NGOs (FOND)
Team Europe Member
Member of the Diversity Europe Group

Mihai IVAŞCU (RO)                     
Adviser to the president of the Romanian Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
Member of the Diversity Europe Group



H I G H L I G H T S  O F  T H E  M AY  P L E N A RY  S E SS I O N
Debate on EU Competition with 
Commissioner VESTAGER

The Q&A session allowed the panellists, authorities and the EESC 
members alike, to realise what the Future of Europe should look 
like for the young generation, their fears and dilemmas, but also 
their full confidence in the European project and the benefits it 
constantly brings into citizens’ lives. 

Meanwhile, the EU citizens have just voted for a new European 
Parliament and the negotiations are underway for the most 
important positions in the EU architecture. While waiting for these 
decisions with great confidence in the common future, we have to 
remember one of the most important outcomes of the Diversity 
Europe conference in Bucharest: that, one should never forget that 
the core of the European project are the European citizens and 
“Communicating Europe” is sometimes more important than the 
adopted legislative proposals. Should the EU fail in this respect, it 
shall fail as a whole.

Europe III

EXTRAORDINARY GROUP III
MEETING IN BUCHAREST
A EUROPE OF SHARED VALUES
AND CIVIL SOCIETY  

>>

Mr Victor Alistar (Member of the Diversity Europe Group),  Mr Christian Moos 
(Member of the Diversity Europe Group), Ms Assya Kavrakova (Executive Director 
of ECAS), Mr Israel Butler (Head of Advocacy at the Civil Liberties Union for 
Europe) on The Changing Role of European Civil Society

Mr Mihai Ivașcu (Member of the Diversity Europe Group), Mr Yves Somville, 
Member of the Diversity Europe Group), Dr Dorel Paraschiv (Vice-Rector at the 
Bucharest University of Economic Studies), Ms Professor Gabriela Drăgan, 
(Director General of REI), Ms Victoria Stoiciu (Programme Coordinator at the 
Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung office Romania)

At the last May plenary session, the European Commissioner for 
Competition, Margrethe Vestager took part in a debate with the 
members of the EESC on the topic ‘Competition for a sustainable 
society’. The challenges of competition policy for the new 
European Commission and the new European Parliament, in the 
context of the digital economy and sustainable development, 
were the core of the debates. 

In her speech, Commissioner Vestager presented two main challenges 
to EU competition, namely the digitalisation of the market and envi-
ronmental change. She put emphasis on innovation: 

‘Open market is not just about low prices, it is also about innovation, 
part of that is the innovation to protect the environment, because when 
our legislators set goals and strict conditions we need innovation in order 
to be able to meet those goals and strict conditions.’

She also highlighted the importance of competition in building citizens’ 
trust: ‘We all buy in the marketplace every day. We want companies to 
compete and give us a fair deal. If markets are open, every entrepreneur 
has a fair shot at success. That helps building a society that works for 
everyone.’ 

During this debate, our President and our Vice-President intervened. 

Vice-President Baiba Miltoviča insisted on the importance of con-
sumer protection organisations to be included in the work on compe-

tition law and comment-
ed on digital platforms. 
‘In order for the single 
market to work proper-
ly, our consumers need 
to be able to trust the 
products and services 
no matter where they 
buy them’, she added.  

 

Mr Metzler also took the 
floor to share his com-
ments on competition. 
He asked Commissioner 
Vestager and the Euro-
pean Commission to take 
into account SMEs and 
self-employed people in 
their policies, as the digi-
tal transition could threat 

their working conditions. He also expressed his call for leadership from 
the Commission to avoid market domination of major players: ‘We 
need to ensure market access for new players and sometimes chang-
es are making that harder for these new players’. 

Watch his full intervention here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=noqtWRexy40

Watch her full intervention here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7i8o1RosEmg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=noqtWRexy40
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7i8o1RosEmg


H I G H L I G H T S  O F  T H E  M AY  P L E N A RY  S E SS I O N
Debate on anti-Semitism
At its last Plenary, the EESC hosted a debate on the proliferation of anti-Semitism in Europe. Ms Raya Kalenova (Vice-president of the 
European Jewish Congress), Mr Michał Bilewicz (associate professor at the Centre for Research on Prejudice, Faculty of Psychology, 
University of Warsaw) and Mr Joël Kotek (Professor at the Free University of Brussels and the Paris Institute of Political Studies) were 
invited to take the floor as guest speakers.

The president of our Group, Mr Metzler, contributed to the debate 
and highlighted that the EU was built on the memory of the Holo-
caust. He also commented on the responsibilities of CSOs in this mat-
ter. ‘I think it is both a public and a personal obligation to defend 
our European values including the opposition to anti-Semitism’, he 
stressed. ‘As civil society representatives we should speak protest 
and speak up frankly and freely in our daily lives in our personal 
circles when we face negative comments about Jewish people and 
antisemitism’, Mr Metzler noted. 

To Know and Remember the Lessons
from History

Dilyana Slavova, REX Section President, Diversity Europe Group

I was provoked to take the floor during the EESC Plenary debate on 
anti-Semitism inspired to share one excellent example of tolerance 
shown by my country during the Second World War. There is a strong 
and deep connection between Bulgarian and Jewish people. The 
common roots have a long history and now more than 100 000 of 
Israel population are descendants of the Jews whom Bulgaria permit-
ted to immigrate to Israel after the country refused to comply with the 
Nazi regime’s demand for deportation and cancelled the deportation 
plan of 48 000 Bulgarian Jews in 1943. Bulgaria was the country that 
saved all its Jewish population in WWII. Not a single Jewish left the 
country to a concentration camp!

As civil society representatives we are determined that the Eu-
ropean Union and its Member States should try to prevent and 
fight antisemitism as well as all forms of racism, xenophobia and 
other forms of intolerance and discrimination.

Last several years there is a worrying increase in the number of man-
ifestations of hate speech, hate crimes, racism, xenophobia and intol-
erance in Europe, affecting minorities and other vulnerable groups, 
including Jewish people, as recorded by those Member States who 
collect official data.

I’d like to express our strong concern that the situation for Jewish 
people has not substantially improved and that anti-Semitic hatred 
remains widespread as confirmed by the 2018 EU Agency on Funda-
mental Rights (FRA) report, as well as by the latest annual report of 
the European Commission against Racism and Intolerance (ECRI) of 
June 2018,

I’d like to remind us that Jewish citizens are, always have been and 
always will be, an integral and inseparable part of our European 
societies, as full citizens with a right to a sense of security and 
wellbeing. Today we should educate our children on intolerance to 
anti-Semitism and all types of discrimination. Last year the Bureau of 
our committee visited the Auschwitz concentration camp and I was 
accompanied by my daughter, for educational purposes. Our children 
have to know and remember.  

Education is key in the prevention of anti-Semitism. That is why 
it is vital to introduce training into our school curricula concerning all 
forms of intolerance, racism and hate crime, in particular anti-Semitic 
prejudices and hate crimes. These should also be included in voca-
tional trainings, for people working in the field of security and jus-
tice, as well as into the curricula of integration courses, encouraging 
exchanges between children and young people of different faith via 
joint activities. Furthermore, it is the role of civil society to promote 
respect to all faiths and appreciation of diversity.

We should all know and remember!

More information on the debate on anti-Semitism here: 
https://europa.eu/!DN44xC 

https://europa.eu/!DN44xC


Group III Members in the Spotlight playing a key role
Christiane BASSET (FR)
National Union of Family Associations
Member of the Diversity Europe Group  

Meeting in Paris   

In the framework of EU elections, Ms Basset attended a meeting with 
French candidates at Maison de l’Europe (House of Europe) in Paris 
on 14 May. This meeting was held by Le Mouvement associatif and 
Coordination Sud. The aim of the meeting was to debate on three 
dimensions related to the EU: a sustainable, supportive and dem-
ocratic Europe. Hundreds of participants belonging to the associative 
movement took part in this ‘grand oral’ debate.

Arnaud SCHWARTZ (FR) 
National secretary of France Nature Environnement 
Member of the Diversity Europe Group

How civil society can facilitate 
implementation of environmental laws   

During this year’s GreenWeek, on Thursday 16.05.2019, in col-
laboration with the European Commission, two members* of the 
EESC have been invited as speakers to present our institution and 
collect some good ideas to feed in an exploratory opinion asked 
by Frans Timmermans.

Poor and uneven implementation of environmental legislation is a 
notorious problem in Europe. The European Economic and Social Com-
mittee is therefore working on recommendations on how civil society 
could play a constructive role in the implementation of environmental 
laws. This includes ideas for the proper application and enforcement of 
environmental legislation that can bring ecological, social and econom-
ic gains and is therefore an area that could be of particular interest for 
everyone and especially SMEs.

In this context, the Commission’s EIR (Environmental Implementation 
Review) and the Green Week have been good starting points for dia-
logues with stakeholders on European level after having heard almost 
30 CSOs, local, regional and even national stakeholders in Budapest 
(Hungary, 12+13.03.2019), Strasbourg (France, 15+16.04.2019) and 
Palermo (Italy, 29+30.04.2019). The EESC supports the public debate at 
EU and local level on the efforts to bridge the implementation gap. Ex-
perience shows that not only can civil society facilitate environmental 
legislative implementa-
tion, but also, as high-
lighted for example by 
the Youth for Climate 
movement, Europeans 
want to have a bigger 
say in the definition of 
public policy, and in par-
ticular environmental or 
climate policies.

Dilyana SLAVOVA (BG)
President of the REX section  
Member of the Diversity Europe Group

Celebrating 10 years of the Eastern 
Partnership  

On 13 May, the Foreign Ministers and representatives of Member States 
of the European Union, the High Representative of the Union for For-
eign Affairs and Security Policy and the Foreign Ministers of the six East-
ern European Partners met in Brussels to celebrate the 10th anniversary 
of the Eastern Partnership, to reiterate its importance, to celebrate its 
success and achievements so far, as well as to reflect on the future of 
our continued strategic and ambitious partnership.

10 years on from its creation, this Partnership has proven to be a suc-
cess for our citizens. This positive experience enables us to continue to 
work jointly and in a spirit of close cooperation to ensure our societies 
can fully reap all the benefits, from increased prosperity to democracy, 
stability and security that come from such a Partnership.

As President of the REX Section and member of our Group, Ms Slavova 
represented the EESC at this high-level meeting marking the 10th 
anniversary of the Eastern Partnership. ‘Strong, secure and prosperous 
neighborhood means a strong, secure and prosperous EU’, she stated. 

She added: ‘Eastern Partnership has certainly accomplished positive re-
sults on many fronts such as connectivity, people-to-people contacts, 
energy efficiency & others. Without any doubt, this unique partnership 
is one of the EU’s most successful foreign policy initiatives. However, we 
remain worried about shrinking space for civil society, respect of rule 
of law & freedom of speech & we believe that our joint efforts must be 
stepped up in these areas.’

Ms Slavova being part of a jury for school paintings 
‘How I understand the EU’ (in Bulgaria, Alfatar) 

*Mr István Komoróczki (Adviser to the President of the Hungarian National 
Federation of Consumer Co-operative Societies and Trade Associations and 
Member of the EESC) and Mr Arnaud Schwartz (Member of the Diversity 
Europe Group) at the GreenWeek.

Europe III

EaP Ministerial meeting: family photo

More information: 
https://www.eugreenweek.eu/en

Press release - conclusions of the EaP 
foreign ministers’ meeting: 

https://europa.eu/!ng78ft 

https://www.eugreenweek.eu/en
https://www.eugreenweek.eu/en
https://europa.eu/!ng78ft


Alfred GAJDOSIK (AT) 
Vice-chair of the Austrian Federal Group of Christian Trade 
Unionists (FCG)
Board member of the Austrian Trade Union Federation (ÖGB)
Chair of the Austria-Tunisia Friendship Association
Vice-chair of the Austrian Safety and Security Board (Kuratori-
um Sicheres Österreich, KSÖ)
Mandate for the Consumer Protection Association (VKI)
Vice-President of the Diversity Europe Group 

Meeting in Tunis   
On 2nd May Mr Gajdosik met lady mayor 
of Tunis Ms Souad Abderrahim and 
the Secretary General of Tunisian 
General Labour Union (UGTT) in 
Tunis. They discussed themes related 
to opinions of the REX Section 
‘International Trade and Tourism 
– A Global Agenda for Sustainable 
Development’ (REX/521) and 
‘External aid, investment and trade 
as instruments to reduce economic 
migration, with a special focus 
on Africa’ (REX/516). It was also 
an opportunity to have talks on a 
preparation of a conference to be held 
in Tunis. 

Krzysztof BALON (PL) 
Secretary of the Programming Committee of the Working Com-
munity of Associations of Social Organisations (WRZOS)
Vice-President of the Diversity Europe Group 

Europe Day at the Wilhelm Raabe School in Hannover    

On 10 May, Ms Heinisch organised a special going local activity related 
to Your Europe Your Say and European elections. 

Nearly 300 guests attended the event. The 3 students Nina, Didem and 
Lukas introduced the YEYS project. Their presentation was followed 
by lectures and podium discussions. The Vice-President of our Group 
Mr Balon also took part in the event. Mr Buckup (European Informa-
tion Center Hannover), Mr Asendorf (European Union Germany) and Ms 
Moore (student and supporter of the campaign ‘This Time I’m voting’) 
were also panellists. 

The young participants voted in favor of the following election proposals: 
• For a democratic Europe 
• For a Europe being a guarantee of freedom, of prosperity 
• For a Europe remaining a safe place to live in 
• For a Europe of diversity of cultures 
• For a Europe where the youth has a future 

The convergence of Europe is a cross-generational concern. It is more 
important than ever for the younger generation to ensure that Europe 
does not fall into the hands of nationalists and extremists through 
good education and fair chances in the European labour market. A 
united Europe will only have a chance of sustainable existence if 
future generations see added value in education and if Europe of-
fers them lasting opportunities for development.

Renate HEINISCH (DE) 
Pharmacist, board member of BAGSO (Germany’s Federal 
Association of Senior Citizens’ Organisations)
MEP (1994-1999)
Chairwoman of Baden-Württemberg Parents’ Association  
Member of the Diversity Europe Group

Group III Members in the Spotlight playing a key role

Mr Alfred Gajdosik with Secretary General of UGTT in Tunis 

Ms Anne-Marie Sigmund (former EESC 
President), Ms Souad Abderrahim
(lady mayor of Tunis), Mr Alfred Gajdosik
(EESC Member) 

Read the opinion REX/521: 
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-work/opinions-

information-reports/opinions/international-
trade-and-tourism-global-agenda-sustainable-

development-own-initiative-opinion

Read the opinion REX/516: 
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-work/opinions-

information-reports/opinions/external-aid-
investment-and-trade-instruments-reduce-economic-
migration-special-focus-africa-own-initiative-opinion

https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-work/opinions-information-reports/opinions/international-trade-and-tourism-global-agenda-sustainable-development-own-initiative-opinion
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-work/opinions-information-reports/opinions/external-aid-investment-and-trade-instruments-reduce-economic-migration-special-focus-africa-own-initiative-opinion
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-work/opinions-information-reports/opinions/international-trade-and-tourism-global-agenda-sustainable-development-own-initiative-opinion
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-work/opinions-information-reports/opinions/international-trade-and-tourism-global-agenda-sustainable-development-own-initiative-opinion
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-work/opinions-information-reports/opinions/international-trade-and-tourism-global-agenda-sustainable-development-own-initiative-opinion
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-work/opinions-information-reports/opinions/international-trade-and-tourism-global-agenda-sustainable-development-own-initiative-opinion
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-work/opinions-information-reports/opinions/external-aid-investment-and-trade-instruments-reduce-economic-migration-special-focus-africa-own-initiative-opinion
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-work/opinions-information-reports/opinions/external-aid-investment-and-trade-instruments-reduce-economic-migration-special-focus-africa-own-initiative-opinion
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-work/opinions-information-reports/opinions/external-aid-investment-and-trade-instruments-reduce-economic-migration-special-focus-africa-own-initiative-opinion
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-work/opinions-information-reports/opinions/external-aid-investment-and-trade-instruments-reduce-economic-migration-special-focus-africa-own-initiative-opinion


Group III Members in the Spotlight playing a key role
Dilyana SLAVOVA (BG)
President of the REX section  
Member of the Diversity Europe Group

European Economic Area – 25 Years of 
Mutual Cooperation and Understanding  

On 24 May, the REX Section held a special session dedicated to the 
European Economic Area Consultative Committee. This meeting took 
place to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Agreement on the Eu-
ropean Economic Area and to discuss its benefits and challenges. 
There were a number of prominent guests from Iceland, Liechtenstein, 
Norway and Switzerland.

BACKGROUND

Together, the EU-countries and 3 of the 4 EFTA-countries — Iceland, 
Liechtenstein and Norway – make up the European Economic Area. 
Switzerland is a member of the European Free Trade Association (EFTA), 
but only participates in the EEA as an observer. The EEA Agreement was 
signed in 1992 between the – at the time – 12 EU countries and 6 EF-
TA-countries, namely Austria, Finland, Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway, 
Sweden and Switzerland, although Switzerland later chose to reject the 
agreement. The Agreement entered into force in 1994. 

THE EEA AGREEMENT

• The EEA Agreement’s stated aim is “to promote a continuous and 
balanced strengthening of trade and economic relations” be-
tween the EU and the EFTA-countries. 

• Throughout its 31 EEA Countries, it incorporates the four freedoms 
of the internal market – free movement of goods, people, services 
and capital – and related policies. 

• It covers cooperation in other important areas such as research 
and development, education, social policy, the environment, 
consumer protection, tourism and culture. 

• It guarantees equal rights and obligations within the EU’s sin-
gle market for citizens, workers and businesses from the 3 
EFTA-countries. EU citizens, workers and businesses have similar 
rights and obligations in the 3 EFTA countries.

• This is a commercial treaty, but it is more than that. It is also an 
agreement between likeminded partners, between countries 
sharing the same values and commitments, and in many areas 
the same views. In the current political climate, we know how im-
portant this is for security, sustainability and prosperity.

THE EEA CC

• The EEA Consultative Committee is part of the joint bodies created 
under the EEA Agreement. It is composed of members of the EESC 
and members of the EFTA Consultative Committee, representing 
trade unions and employers’ organisations in the EFTA-countries.

• The EEA Consultative Committee works 

- to strengthen contacts between social partners in the Euro-
pean Economic Area, 

- to cooperate in an organised and regular manner to enhance 
awareness of the economic and social aspects of the EEA, 
and 

- to provide input through resolutions into deliberations of 
other EEA bodies. 

• It meets once a year and adopts resolutions on areas of priority 
and of interest to the civil society. During the past 25 years, our 
cooperation has firmly established itself as an important bilateral 
event within the EEA, bringing together civil society repre-
sentatives from both sides, and it reflects the overall positive 
state and stability of those relations.

• Co-chairs of the Consultative Committee are, under this mandate, 
Ms Kinga Joó, representing our Group, and Mr Halldór Grönvold, 
representing the Workers’ group in Iceland, from the EFTA-side.

• Guest speakers Mr Henri Gétaz, Secretary-General of EFTA, Mr 
Árni Páll Árnason, Deputy Director and Head of Country and Bi-
lateral Cooperation Department, at the Financial Mechanism Office 
explained how the EEA and Norway Grants work, and Mr Ulf Sver-
drup, from Norway, Director at the Norwegian Institute of Interna-
tional Affairs (NUPI) shared with us some forward looking ideas.

This commemorative meeting reconfirmed the established, firmly 
rooted relations between the involved institutions, but also con-
tributed to some interesting discussions on future developments.

Group III members co-ordinating the work on new opinions

Europe III

EEA & EESC mermbers’ meeting on 23rd of May

BENJAMIN RIZZO (MT) is the rapporteur for the study group for the 
opinion “VAT and excise duty exemption for defence efforts”  - ECO/496

REINE-CLAUDE MADER (FR) is the rapporteur of the study group for 
the information report  - “2018-2019 European Semester country visits”  
- ECO/499

GABRIEL SARRÓ IPARRAGUIRRE (ES) is the rapporteur of the study 
group for the opinion “Social dimension of fisheries” - NAT/776

RUDOLF KOLBE (AT) is the President of the study group for the opin-
ion “Artificial intelligence in the automotive sector (supplementary 
opinion)” - CCMI/170

TERESA TISZBIEREK (PL) is the President of the study group for the 
opinion “More efficient decision-making in social policy: Identification 
of areas for an enhanced move to qualified majority voting” - SOC/626

The full listing of membership of the above study groups for the new works may be consulted here: http://europa.eu/!XT97CK

http://europa.eu/!XT97CK


Group III Members in the Spotlight playing a key role

The 15th of May united journalists, civil society and researchers 
at the press conference on the new study commissioned 
by the Diversity Europe Group ‘Youngsters and the EU –
Perceptions, Knowledge and Expectations”. 

The aim was to investigate how 14-18 year olds enrolled in schools 
perceive the EU, their knowledge on the EU, their expectations 
and how open they are to European diversity. The survey was 
conducted among pupils in the European schools in Brussels as 
well as in schools in France, Germany, Italy, Romania and Sweden. 
Recommendations from the study will be sent to the next 
European Commission.

First results of the study showed that young Europeans think 
that belonging to the EU benefits them directly and are keen 
to learn other languages, explore other cultures, and have 
friends of other EU nationalities.

“We need to capitalize on our young generations and listen to 
them, at both national and European level. This is the future. 
We should all take a chance to say ‘I’m European’, listen to the 
others and tell them what we are doing here to make our Union 
a better one,” concluded Mr Metzler.

The Social Economy Today debate took place on the 15th of May and 
was chaired by Mr Balon. The participants of the debate were our 
members Ms Leroux, Mr Cabra de Luna, Mr Haken, Mr Schlüter, 
Mr Coheur, and Ms Rodert, together with the representative of the 
European Commission, Mr Patrick Klein.

The discussion started with presentations on best practices in 
France, in Spain, in Czech Republic and in Germany. 

Mr Coheur, the rapporteur of the EESC opinion on Social Economy 
Enterprises (SEEs), discussed about the SEEs and the diversity of 
current regulations on social economy in the Member States. Ms 
Rodert, president of the INT section intervened on the relationship 
of social economy and the single market, as well as on the 
potential of the social economy as a driver for social innovation.

‘We think that the social economy should not just have 
the role of care, of support. It should also have another 
role, and that is to give support to innovation. This 
should be at the heart of our objectives for sustainable 
development.’ 

Mr Klein, Administrator at the European Commission

 
Mr Klein, Administrator at the European Commission, leading the so-
cial economy team highlighted the role of the SEEs in the European 
social policy as well as the regional development in economic, in-
dustrial, and social policy sectors. He emphasized the significant 
role of SEEs in achieving the SDGs as supporters of innovation. 
Moreover, he expressed that the European Commission would like to 
develop a number of actions to support social economy in Europe. 

PRESS CONFERENCE GROUP III MEETING DEBATE 

Youngsters and the EU: 
Perceptions, Knowledge 
and Expectations

THE SOCIAL 
ECONOMY TODAY

Read the opinion: 
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-work/opinions-

information-reports/opinions/social-economy-enterprises-
contribution-more-cohesive-and-democratic-europe-

exploratory-opinion-request-romanian

https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-work/opinions-information-reports/opinions/social-economy-enterprises-contribution-more-cohesive-and-democratic-europe-exploratory-opinion-request-romanian
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-work/opinions-information-reports/opinions/social-economy-enterprises-contribution-more-cohesive-and-democratic-europe-exploratory-opinion-request-romanian


Mindaugas MACIULEVIČIUS (LT)
Director of the “Quality of Lithuanian agricultural farm 
produce” agricultural cooperative
Vice-president of Lithuanian “Cooperative way” 
agricultural cooperatives 
Member of Jonava District Farmers’ Union
Vice-President of the Diversity Europe Group

NAT/758
Communication updating the 2012 Bioeconomy Strategy

The EESC:

- recognizes that agri-
culture and the for-
est-based sector are ma-
jor producers of biomass 
for uses other than food 
or feed and as such are 
important contributors 
to the bioeconomy. New 
value chains offer additional opportunities for activities in the 
rural economy to shift from a fossil fuel-based to a bio-based 
economy.

- demands that beyond achieving better understanding, bio-econ-
omy activities need to engage consumers through regular 
advice and information, so as to facilitate the necessary chang-
es and pave the way for introducing market creation measures to 
further boost consumers’ trust and public procurers’ uptake 
of EU-produced bio-based products.

- strongly recommends that bioeconomy must follow sustain-
ability criteria. To avoid distortions to the disadvantage of the 
environment, economy and society, the same rules shall apply for 
biomass from the European Union and from abroad.

At its Plenary session on 15-16 May 2019 the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) adopted the following 
opinion for which a Group III member was Rapporteurs.

Indrė VAREIKYTĖ (LT)  
Delegate of the Lithuanian Youth Council (LiJOT)
Member of the Diversity Europe Group

SOC/610 - Gender equality issues

The EESC:

- regrets that it will take over 100 years to achieve gender equal-
ity at the current rate, especially if progress is further hindered 
by a backlash in the most crucial areas of development and a 
general slowdown in economic growth.

- calls for an integrated and ambitious five-year EU gender 
equality strategy.

- calls for gender equality to remain a stand-alone goal in 
the future financial frameworks, with a clear commitment to 
gender equality and gender mainstreaming and the inclusion 
of gender indicators, gender impact assessment and gender 
budgeting in all programmes and policy fields.

Alain COHEUR (BE) 
Director of European and International Affairs of the Na-
tional Union of Socialist Mutual Health Funds
Member of the Diversity Europe Group

INT/875 - Social economy enterprises’ contribution to a 
more cohesive and democratic Europe 

The EESC:

- notices that SEEs play a major role in creating and maintaining 
good jobs, and in the success of the European Pillar of Social 
Rights and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

- points out that the state of the social economy in Europe is 
currently uneven. This context, combined with the insufficiency 
of financial resources, prevents the social economy from con-
tributing to economic recovery and renewed business dy-
namism, alleviating the social tensions caused by rising ine-
qualities and poverty, lowering unemployment in particular 
regions and combating precarious working conditions, which 
are phenomena fuelling the rise in populism.

- calls for the Member States and the European Commission to rec-
ognise SEEs’ contribution to developing active citizenship 
and to the common good, to promoting the European social 
model and to constructing a European identity.

- recognises the role played by the media, advertising and public 
role-models in promoting gender equality and calls for measures 
to be taken to ensure that advertising has a positive rather 
than a negative impact in terms of representing and promot-
ing gender equality in society.

Europe III

Overview of our Members’ Work in the EESC 
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Watch the video of our Member: https://europa.eu/!HQ48jy 

Watch the video of our Member: https://europa.eu/!Mf93QY

https://europa.eu/!HQ48jy
https://europa.eu/!Mf93QY


REFLECTION CORNER

Yves SOMVILLE (BE)   
Honorary deputy secretary-general of the Fédération 
wallonne de l’agriculture (Walloon Agricultural 
Federation) (FWA)    
Member of the Diversity Europe Group

RESOLUTION
Let’s turn out and vote for a united Europe  

The EESC:

- calls on EU citizens to use their right to vote

- points out that the EU is founded on common values – democ-
racy, protection of human rights, freedom of expression, the 
rule of law, tolerance, justice, equality, solidarity and demo-
cratic participation. 

 These values need to be continuously defended and protected as 
they make it possible for Europeans to live in an open society 
where each and every citizen is respected and where a Euro-
pean identity, in addition to our national identity, unites us.

- stands for a Europe which puts the needs of its citizens at the 
heart of its policies and actions and ensures that economic, 
social and environmental challenges are tackled together in a 
sustainable manner.

Dilyana SLAVOVA (BG)
President of the REX section  
Member of the Diversity Europe Group

Carlos RAMOS (PT)
National Council of Professional Associations (CNOP)
Member of the Diversity Europe Group 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generates fascination and fear. Radical 
changes are scary and generate social concerns about the future 
of job and work, ethical issues of right and wrong, and fears of 
new dangers that AI brings. Having in mind these real concerns, 
the EESC has promoted several initiatives with a view to an open 
exchange of opinions and to contribute to the involvement and 
information of Civil Society.

Three main concerns are essential in the discussion, needing an-
swers: What will happen to the jobs? Could we trust AI to de-
cide ethically? Could AI become dangerous to humanity? 

We have no idea how the la-
bour market will be in the 
future. It is not easy to im-
agine how many new jobs 
will emerge due to a new 
technology. It is much easier 
to imagine what jobs will dis-
appear. 

It is predictable that AI will transform people’s lives by forcing 
them to change their profession imposing their preadaptation to 
new jobs. We are faced to some hard challenges that will have to 
be addressed soon to ensure a smoother transition. This demands 
governments’ intervention in order to promote in advance lifelong 
learning adjusted to the technological and social evolution result-
ing from the increasing deployment of AI.

Ethics is about values — what is right and what is wrong. How-
ever, in our view, ethical values are subjective. Each society and cul-
ture has its own set of ethical values. AI systems cannot (yet) pro-
vide a rationale or a justification for the decision. They can only tell 
you what the data inputs mean, but cannot tell you why. AI is just 
a machine, a tool. It is not infallible. The quality and accuracy 
of AI depends on the quality of its training and the hardware 
used. AI cannot be made legally responsible for its decisions. 
The responsibility for decisions lies within the human being. 
This is a global challenge which must involve several play-
ers:  governments, politicians, businesses, workers’ organiza-
tions, NGO institutions, educationists, and consumers. 

Regarding AI challenges, it is important to mention the statement 
of French President Macron in March 2018: ‘If we want to defend 
our way to deal with privacy, our collective preference for indi-
vidual freedom versus technological progress, integrity of hu-
man beings and human DNA, if you want to manage your own 
choice of society, your choice of civilization, you have to be able 
to be an acting part of this AI revolution. That’s the condition of 
having a say in designing and defining the rules of AI.’
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The complete texts of all EESC opinions are available in 
various language versions on the Committee’s website:

http://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-work/opinions-
information-reports/opinions

Social Concerns about 
Artificial Intelligence

More info on the resolution: 
https://europa.eu/!Dk88UP

https://europa.eu/!Dk88UP
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LIBERAL PROFESSIONS CATEGORY
The first meeting of the Liberal Professions’ Category held on 21 
May was chaired by Ms Calderone and Mr Kolbe. Representa-
tives of the European Commission, Mr Martin Frohn (Head of 
Unit - DG GROW – responsible of professional qualifications and 
skills) and Ms Dilyara Bachtieva were invited to present a study 
issued by the Commission on the Effects of Regulation on Service 
Quality. 

Mr Frohn presented the six case studies that the study depicts 
in Poland, in Germany, in Italy, in Greece, in the UK and in Ireland. 
The 6 profession- and country-specific case studies empiri-
cally assess the effect of regulation on a number of quality 
indicators. They concern lawyers in Poland, architects and 
civil engineers in Germany, pharmacies in Italy, trainings for 
tourist guides in Greece, driving instructors in the UK and 
taxi services in London and in Dublin. 

The presentation of the study was followed by comments of 
our members Mr Kolbe, Mr di Fazio, Mr Dittmann, Mr Ramos, 
Ms Heinisch, Mr Rizzo and Ms Calderone.

The Day of the Liberal Professions will be organized on the 
13th of November 2019 in the EESC headquarters. 

Europe III

http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.categories 

The 2019 EESC civil society prize:
More women in Europe’s society and economy 

The eleventh edition of the EESC Civil Society Prize has been launched. 
The specific theme of the 2019 edition is More women in Europe’s 
society and economy. The prize, which has a total value of EUR 50 000 
and can be shared among up to five winners, will reward innovative 
initiatives carried out by civil society organisations and/or 
individuals on the territory of the EU which aim to raise awareness 
of and fight for gender equality in the EU. 

Members are kindly invited to spread the word about the prize.

The deadline for entries is 6 September 2019. The awards ceremony 
will take place during the EESC plenary session on 11-12 December 
2019. 

Rome, 14th of May - the Italian Cooperative Confcooperative, celebrated 
its 100th anniversary with Italian President Sergio Mattarella and Prime 
Minister Giuseppe Conte. 

It was 1919 when Confcooperative was born to support the first coop-
erators who were inspired by the social doctrine of the Church. Today it 
has 18,500 businesses, 525 thousand employees, over 3.2 million mem-
bers and a turnover of 66 billion euros, from agribusiness and fishing to 
the world of credit, from welfare to social cooperation, from services to 
businesses, cities and people, from housing to consumption, from retail 
to culture, tourism and sport.

Detailed information about the prize, contest rules
and on-line application form : 

http://www.eesc.europa.eu/civilsocietyprize/ 

https://twitter.com/GroupIIIEESC
mailto:gr3%40eesc.europa.eu?subject=
http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.group-3

