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Introduction
The completion and good functioning of the European Single Market remains the
guiding principle of the activities carried out within the INT Section which bears its
name. However, the achievement of the Single Market must now take account of the
new realities that affect the lives of citizens and businesses.
The 2030 Agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) that were adopted
by the United Nations General Assembly address many crucial challenges, such as the
fight against social inequalities, the transition to a low carbon, nature-friendly and
resource-efficient economy and combatting climate change effects, democratic
participation and empowerment of civil society.
The INT Section has highlighted the need for a global approach which takes into
account Sustainable Development Objectives and the effects of digitalization on the
Single Market with consequences for businesses, workers and consumers.
In addition, the Section will continue to strengthen and improve its cooperation with
other Sections/CCMI, in particular with regard to digitalisation, industry and the
circular economy.
Finally, the Covid-pandemic has exposed new and urgent challenges for Europe and
the completion of the Single Market. These aspects have been put forward by INT
Section members in the many recent EESC initiatives. The Single Market is and will
remain one of the key instruments for European integration and recovery in the years
to come.

Ariane Rodert
President of INT Section
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The Single Market
The single market is a major achievement of the European construction. It is also the
most visible result for citizens, enterprises, workers and consumers.
A functioning Single Market stimulates competition as well as trade and improves
efficiency and quality of products and services at lower prices.
Today, the Single Market faces new challenges related to digitalisation and the need to
ensure that individuals and businesses can engage in online activities under conditions
of fair competition, and a high level of consumer protection. The Single Market must also
play its role in creating conditions to ensure more sustainable ways of producing and
consuming.
These new challenges feature prominently in the Section's work and the opinions
adopted by the EESC in this field reflect these concerns.

New economic models
New economic models were at the centre of the section's focus and activities. We
believes that supporting innovative and sustainable economic models represents an
opportunity for the European Union to become a leader in developing a form of economic
governance that makes economic prosperity inseparable from sustainability.
Consequently, new economic models were also the main focus of the Single Market
Observatory which was tasked by the section (of which it depends) to prepare a report
on this topic.
The report prepared by the SMO on the basis of fact-finding missions and an online
questionnaire, represents the SMO contribution to the ongoing debate on these new
economic models and their social, economic and environmental consequences. The
report is a working tool for all EESC rapporteurs and structures on works related with this
highly topical issue.
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The circular economy in particular plays a very important role in the EESC’s work. In this
context, in March 2017, the Committee, together with the Commission, launched the
European Circular Economy Stakeholder Platform (ECESP). Since then, it has focused its
efforts on making ECESP operational, and tying this in with broader EESC objectives. This
was achieved through the organisation of, and participation in, conferences and events;
the further development of the Platform website; and through consolidating the role of
the EESC in the transition to a circular economic model.
In its Opinion on the New Circular Economy Action Plan the EESC reiterates its conviction
that sustainability is one of the pillars of Europe's future development, through an
informed and participatory transition underpinned by the culture of the circular
economy.
The role of consumers in the circular economy is also highlighted in an own-initiative
Opinion in which the EESC calls for a strategic shift to unequivocally promote new models
of circularity, not only by stepping up the alignment of all actors, but also by placing
consumers at the centre of public policy.
Finally, the 2019 edition of the European Consumer Day was dedicated to a debate on a
consumer policy for today’s generation in which the participants discussed the new
consumption and production models and the potential regulatory developments to be
considered in order to adapt consumer policy to these new models.

The promotion of entrepreneurship in all its forms
Entrepreneurship in all its forms and in all sectors of activity (e.g. in tourism, in industry,
the platform economy, the social economy, the liberal professions) is essential to ensure
economic growth, innovation, jobs and social inclusion.
The section has been very active in this area and adopted opinions on Promoting a Single
Market conducive to entrepreneurship and innovation and on Standardisation and more
recently an opinion on the Commission's SME Strategy. In addition, the Section President
and the EESC's Vice-President (rapporteur on many SME related opinions) met with
Commissioner Breton to discuss issues related to SME policy.
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In this area, the EESC has been playing an increasingly important role at interinstitutional
level in promoting social entrepreneurship and the social economy and in monitoring the
impact of developments in this sector on traditional SMEs as well as consumers and
workers. A number of opinions have been adopted and many activities have been carried
out on Social Economy issues. Special reference should be made to the European Day of
Social Economy Enterprises. This is a participatory event, that the section has been
organising since 2016, with the aim of giving the floor to civil society and in particular to
innovative social entrepreneurs whose projects have been a success. Further, the EESC
holds an observer seat in the GECES1 and liaises closely with the European Parliament
Intergroup for Social Economy and the Minister’s Monitoring Committee on the
Implementation of the Luxembourg Declaration.
The EESC's call for an Action Plan to support the social economy which was repeated on
several occasions and included in the EESC contribution to the Commission's work
program, has been heard and the plan is now among the Commission's initiatives for the
fall 2021.
The challenge now is to continue monitoring the social economy agenda and identify
how it can become a key player in the transition towards a more sustainable and resilient
world.

Innovation and Artificial Intelligence
Research and innovation are essential for improving competitiveness, promoting
growth, creating jobs and addressing societal challenges. In this context, the EESC has
issued opinions on Horizon Europe and on the New European Strategy for R&I. It has also
participated with a dedicated stand in the EU corner of the Innovation Days organized
by the European Commission.
The discussions around Artificial Intelligence (AI) nowadays feature in all sectors of our
society. The work of all EESC sections is influenced by the advent of new technologies
and digitalisation as a whole.

1

A high level expert group of the European Commission dedicated to Social Economy Enterprises.

6

The EESC's work on the AI is a major reference point in the ongoing debate at EU and
global level. The EESC contributed to this debate with five important opinions, a brief
position paper with civil society recommendations for AI in Europe and a report that
focuses on civil society participation in shaping national AI strategies.
It also promoted significantly the involvement of different stakeholders in the debate
around AI, by organising meetings and events with various experts to provide deeper
insight into topics such as education, work and labour market, industry, consumers or AI
that benefits humankind.
The EESC maintained its standing as a trusted advisor to the EU institutions. It had a role
of permanent observer in the European Commission's High Level Group on AI. This role
also allowed the gathering of information ahead of the main discussions amongst other
actors.

Consumer protection
The Single Market makes it easier for EU consumers and businesses to buy and sell goods
and services across borders, both on- and offline. But this requires trust and confidence
in the market, targeted legislation and effective enforcement.
Consumer protection is therefore a major focus of the EESC. Beyond this, we promote
sustainable ways of consuming and producing.
A number of opinions on these issues been adopted during the mandate, namely on the
New Deal for Consumers and on the Consumers in the Circular Economy. Together with
the European Commission, the EESC organised, in its premises, as a follow-up to the
Consumer Dialogues, an event called "Les Assises des Consommateurs". This event
brought together the expertise of representatives from the Civil Society, National
Authorities, Academia as well as consumer and business organisations and citizens and
provided a platform to tackle the challenges of Consumer Policy in Europe and bring
forward the New Deal proposal.
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Better regulation and REFIT
Better regulation is about designing policies and laws, which correspond to the needs of
EU businesses, workers and consumers in a transparent way, with evidence, and backed
up by the views of citizens and stakeholders.
Better regulation is key to realise the Single Market and the section follows closely this
process.
The EESC drafted opinions on the EC Communication on Better Regulation stocktaking,
on The impact of subsidiarity and gold plating on the economy and employment and on
Completing the Better Regulation Agenda: Better solutions for better results. In these
opinions, the EESC calls for the active participation of organised civil society in designing
and implementing policy-making processes that deliver simple, clear, coherent, fit-forpurpose and easily implementable rules.
The REFIT Platform, set up by the European Commission, aims at promoting
simplification and the reducing unnecessary regulatory cost in EU legislation. The EESC's
representative at the Platform played an active role in ensuring organised civil society
positions are included in the REFIT Platform opinions.
An internal group composed by three EESC members (and supported by the INT and FSA
secretariats) were responsible of agreeing on a common position for each file dealt by
the Platform. The EESC participated in five REFIT plenary meetings and around 20 REFIT
Stakeholder Group meetings.
The REFIT Platform will be replaced by the Fit For Future Platform (F4F), which aims at
enhancing the work of the REFIT Platform by including a stronger focus on ensuring that
EU legislation is fit to tackle new challenges (e.g. on digitalisation). In the new F4F, the
number of EESC representatives will be increased to three and they will play a greater
role in particular by being able to propose topics to be addressed by the F4F.
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Interinstitutional echo
The European Circular Economy Stakeholder Platform is an inter-institutional initiative,
launched by the EESC and the Commission in 2017. This three-year period has seen 3
well-attended joint annual conferences, a Coordination Group that has delivered 50
initiatives, and a website that has received over 230,000 visitors, brought together over
350 Good Practices, 33 Strategies and a Knowledge Hub with more than 200
publications.
The EESC's participation at the Innovation Days, a huge event gathering more than 2000
stakeholders was appreciated and the EESC has already been invited to participate in
future editions.
An event held in Helsinki on Artificial intelligence, robotics and digital systems for the
well-being of citizens was co-organised with the Finnish Presidency of EU
The "Social Economy for the future of the European Union" event organised jointly by the
EESC, the EP and the CoR resulted in the renewal the EP Social Economy Intergroup and
a joint call together for an action plan for the Social Economy.
The EESC holds an observer seat in the GECES (Groupe d'experts de la Commission pour
l'économie sociale)
The EESC liaises closely with the European Parliament Intergroup for Social Economy and
the Minister’s Monitoring Committee on the Implementation of the Luxembourg
Declaration
The first Stakeholder Summit on Artificial Intelligence, organised by the EESC and the
European Commission was a relevant contribution for the Commission's reflection and
definition of the EU strategy on artificial intelligence. Mariya Gabriel, EU Commissioner
for the Digital Economy and Society and Mady Delvaux, EP rapporteur on AI were among
the speakers.
The section has strengthened its relations with other sections/CCMI; examples of this are
inter alia the joint work in topics such as circular economy and sustainable consumption
(NAT), industrial policy (CCMI), artificial intelligence (TEN and CCMI).

9

Communication achievements
Press-conference with Mariya Gabriel, EU Commissioner for the Digital Economy and
Society and Mady Delvaux, EP rapporteur on AI, Catelijne Muller, EESC rapporteur on AI
and Ariane Rodert, INT President during the first Stakeholder Summit on AI.
Twitter account @EESC_SocEnt (Social Entreprise) very active with almost 2700 followers
ECESP has an active presence on social media with over 2400 Twitter followers and has
recently launched its presence on LinkedIn.

Perspective/outlook
Europe faces unprecedented challenges and citizens are waiting for concrete and
effective answers. The Covid crisis shows that more than ever we need to give a unified
and effective answer.
Unlocking the full potential of the Single Market is key to the recovery and reconstruction
process following the coronavirus crisis. This remains a priority of the section. But at the
same time, the single market must face the challenges raised by the two transitions:
digitalisation and the creation of a sustainable, green and circular economy and
achieving climate neutrality in the EU by 2050.
These challenges, which were already very much present in the section work, must
continue to be clearly reflected in the next section priorities. Extending the remit of the
SMO to the digital transition is a step in the right direction but it should not stop there.
The section priorities should be reflected in the choice of own-initiative opinions and in
the selection of events to be organised by the section. More attention should also be
given to transversal topics and cooperation between sections.
It's no longer time to do "business as usual" and the section because it conveys the
concerns of businesses, workers and consumers should lead by example!
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Appendix I – Key statistics
It's worthy to note that the Covid crisis had a direct effect on the activities of the section.
For health reasons, the INT bureau decided very early to postpone a long list of owninitiative opinions, conferences and events. This includes own initiative opinions on
Better regulation / Foresight (INT/900), SGDs in the new economic models (INT/901),
Towards circular public procurement (INT/902), No green deal without a social deal
(INT/903), Liberal professions 4.0 (INT/904) and conferences and events on Liberal
professions, Social economy, Artificial Intelligence, Towards a new business model for
the 21st century, SMEs and Digital (in Sofia), the European Consumer day 2020, the Union
customs code.
As of 18
April 2018

2019

Until 20
September
2020

Total

Section meetings

6

9

6

21

Section Bureau meetings

8

10

7

25

Meetings in Brussels

8

10

7

25

Meetings outside Brussels

0

0

0

0

37

29

19

85

Permanent Study Group meetings

5

8

1

14

Observatory meetings

2

3

2

7

33
29

18
10

10
10

61
49

Exploratory opinions

1

1

3

5

Own-initiative opinions

3

7

1

11

Information reports

0

1

0

1

Studies

0

0

0

0

Fact-finding missions

3

17

3

23

Conferences and hearings organized
by the Section

9

12

0

21

97

80

13

190

7

1

2

10

Study Group meetings

Opinions
Referrals

Participation of Members in
meetings/events/conferences
Meetings between EESC/EP
rapporteurs and Section/EP
Committee presidents

11

Opinions by requesting institution
Exploratory
8%

Requesting institutions
EP
3%
Commission
38%

Owninitiative
17%
Council + EP
34%

Council
0%

Opinions by type of referral
Exploratory
8%

Type of referral

Owninitiative
17%

Optional
40%
Mandatory
35%

Opinions by legal basis
29(2) EESC RP
16%
Other TFEU
articles
4%
Article
304
TFEU
46%

Legal basis

Article 114
TFEU
31%

Article 173
TFEU
3%
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Appendix II – List of adopted opinions, information reports and studies
FILE

TITLE

TYPE

911

Mandatory due diligence

910

898

Emissions and typeapproval/Impact of COVID
Tourism and transport in 2020
and beyond
Strengthening non-profit social
enterprises
Single Market Enforcement
Action Plan
SME strategy

897

Industrial strategy

Referral

896

Shaping Europe’s digital future

Referral

895

Referral

893

New Circular Economy Action
Plan
White Paper on Artificial
Intelligence
European standardisation 2020

892

A single market for all

823

Digital Single Market / SMEs

891

886

Report on Competition Policy
2018
EIT/Recast
Strategic agenda 2021-2027
Emissions/light and commercial
vehicles
Human-centric artificial
intelligence
Better Regulation/Taking stock

885

Blockchain and the Single Market

884

Consumer Credit Directive
(evaluation)
Use-value

909
906
899/908

894

889/890
888
887

883
882

Consumers in the circular
economy

RAPPORTEUR

Exploratory
Opinion
Referral

Wagnsonner /
Butaud-Stubbs
Larghi

Referral

Gkofas

Exploratory
Opinion
Referral

Ballon

Referral

Referral
Referral
Exploratory
Opinion
Owninitiative
Referral

Larghi / Lobo
Xavier
Angelova /
Gkofas
Ivascu /
Bergrath
Samm /
Počivavšek
Pezzini /
Lohan
Muller
Larghi /
Szadzinska
Longo / Jelić

OPINION
DATE

OJ
PUBLICATION

10/06/2020

15/07/2020

15/07/2020
15/07/2020
15/07/2020
15/07/2020
10/06/2020
10/06/2020

Not yet
published
Not yet
published

Almeida Freire
Larghi

11/12/2019

Referral

Pezzini

31/10/2019

Referral

Pegado Liz

25/09/2019

Referral

Salis-Madinier

30/10/2019

Referral

Meynent

25/09/2019

OwnInitiative
Information
report
OwnInitiative
OwnInitiative

Rodert / Lobo
Xavier
Larghi

30/10/2019

Dimitriadis

11/12/2019

Trias Pintó

17/07/2019

C 97/62
24/03/2020
C 47/69
11/02/2020
C 14/78
15/01/2020
C 47/64
11/02/2020
C 14/72
15/01/2020
C 47/17
11/02/2020

C 97/27
24/03/2020
C 353/11
18/10/2019
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881

880

Promoting a Single Market
conducive to entrepreneurship
and innovation
Blockchain and social economy

879

Harmonised standards

OwnInitiative
Referral

878

European standardisation 2019

Referral

Szadzińska

20/03/2019

877

Plan on the Development of
Artificial Intelligence in Europe
Single Market Communication

Referral

Kyla-HarakkaRuonala
Lobo Xavier /
Mendoza
Castro
Coheur

15/05/2019

15/05/2019

C 240/20
16/07/2019

Heinisch

21/03/2019

Coheur

19/06/2019
12/12/2018

Referral

Puech
d'Alissac
Pegado Liz

12/12/2018

C 228/1
05/07/2019
C 282/1
20/08/2019
C 110/55
22/03/2019
C 110/52
22/03/2019

Referral

Pezzini

17/10/2018

Referral

Guerini

17/10/2018

Referral

Miltoviča

12/12/2018

Referral

Hernández
Bataller

17/10/2018

Referral

Maciulevičius

19/09/2018

C 440/104
06/12/2018

Referral

Weltner

20/09/2018

Referral

Boland

19/09/2018

C 440/100
06/12/2018
C 440/95
06/12/2018

876

875

874
871
873
872

870
869
868

Social economy enterprises'
contribution to a more cohesive
and democratic Europe
Digital health literacy
European legal framework/social
economy enterprises
Appellations of Origin and
Geographical Indications
Application of Articles 107 and
108 TFEU to certain categories of
horizontal State aid
Financial support for customs
control equipment
Anti-fraud programme

OwnInitiative

Guerini

17/07/2019

C 353/6
18/10/2019

Guerini

17/07/2019

Larghi

20/03/2019

C 353/1
18/10/2019
C 228/78
05/07/2019
C 228/74
05/07/2019
C 240/51
16/07/2019
C 240/44
16/07/2019

Referral

Exploratory
Opinion
OwnInitiative
OwnInitiative
Referral

15/05/2019

Referral

Hencks

19/09/2018

862

Report on Competition Policy
2017
Taking of evidence and service of
documents in civil or commercial
matters
Approval and market surveillance
of agricultural and forestry
vehicles
Supplementary protection
certificate for medicinal products
Type-approval with regard to the
withdrawal of the United
Kingdom
Vehicle safety / protection of
vulnerable road users
Customs code

Referral

Pezzini

12/07/2018

861

European space programme

Referral

Hencks

17/10/2018

860

Customs programme

Referral

Batut

17/10/2018

867

866

865
864

863

C 62/67
15/02/2019
C 62/63
15/02/2019
C 110/46
22/03/2019
C 62/56
15/02/2019

C 440/90
06/12/2018
C 237/39
10/10/2018
C 62/51
15/02/2019
C 62/45

14

859

Single Market programme

Referral

Röpke / Jelic

17/10/2018

858

Horizon Europe

Referral

Lobo Xavier

17/10/2018

857

Civil liability insurance/motor
vehicles
Small listed companies

Referral

Lefèvre

19/09/2018

Referral

Ivascu

19/09/2018

856
855

Referral

Samm

19/09/2018

854

R&I – A renewed European
agenda
Retail sector

Referral

12/12/2018

853

New Deal for Consumers

Referral

852

Referral

851

Digital transformation/health and
care
Artificial Intelligence for Europe

Referral

850

Explosive precursors

Referral

Lannoo /
Larghi
Mulewicz /
Longo
Dutto /
Kattnig
Guerini / Lobo
Xavier
Sears

11/07/2018

849

Euro 5 / type-approval of vehicles

Referral

Larghi

11/07/2018

848

Subsidiarity and gold-plating
SEPA / Extension

Dimitriadis /
Greif
Mareels

19/09/2018

847

Exploratory
Opinion
Referral

11/07/2018

846

Trust, privacy and security /
Internet of Things
Artificial intelligence/impact on
jobs
Health technology assessment

OwnInitiative
OwnInitiative
Referral

Trias Pintó

19/09/2018

Salis-Madinier

19/09/2018

Dimitriadis

23/05/2018

Referral
Referral

Dimitriadis /
Kluge
Dittmann

17/10/2018

838

Package on European company
law
Better Regulation / state of play

19/04/2018

826

"Goods" package

Referral

Pegado Liz

23/05/2018

785

Social economy enterprises /
migrants

OwnInitiative

Guerini

23/05/2018

845
844
841

20/09/2018
20/09/2018
20/09/2018

15/02/2019
C 62/40
15/02/2019
C 62/33
15/02/2019
C 440/85
06/12/2018
C 440/79
06/12/2018
C 440/73
06/12/2018
C 110/41
22/03/2019
C 440/66
06/12/2018
C 440/57
06/12/2018
C 440/51
06/12/2018
C 237/35
10/10/2018
C 237/32
10/10/2018
C 440/28
06/12/2018
C 237/28
10/10/2018
C 440/8
06/12/2018
C 440/1
06/12/2018
C 283/28
10/08/2018
C 62/24
15/02/2019
C 262/22
25/07/2018
C 283/19
10/08/2018
C 283/1
10/08/2018
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Appendix III – List of events (co)organized by the section
DATE

TITLE

LOCATION

TYPE

HIGH-LEVEL
PARTICIPANTS

27/11/2019

European Day of Social Economy
Enterprises 2019

Strasbourg

Conference

N. Schmit
P. Meyer
H. Dreyfus
C. Itier
Y. Valdeolivas

2122/11/2019

Artificial intelligence, robotics and
digital systems for the well-being of
citizens – Joint event with TEN section

Helsinki

Conference

Nina Nissilä
Mika Huhtamäki
Ilona Lundström
Miapetra KumpulaNatri

05/11/2019

Event on the Inclusiveness of the
European Standardisation System

Brussels

Conference

03/10/2019
04/10/2019

INT/883 – Use-value – public hearing +
SG2

Tampere

Hearing

23/07/2019

INT/883 – Use-value – public hearing +
SG1

Brussels

Hearing

18/07/2019

INT/823 – Digital Single Market / SMEs
– public hearing

Brussels

Hearing

24/06/2019

INT/885 – Blockchain and the single
market – public hearing + SG1

Brussels

Hearing

Maria-Rosaria
Ceccarelli
Tadej Slapnik

29/05/2019

INT/880 - Blockchain & social economy
– hearing + SG2

Brussels

Hearing

Tadej Slapnik, former
State Secretary
(Slovenia)

03/04/2019

INT/871 - European legal
framework/social economy enterprises
– public hearing + SG2

Brussels

Hearing

Tomas Hedenborg
(President, Orgalim)
Anna-Kaisa Heinämäki
(Competitiveness
Director, City of
Tampere)
Antti Peltomäki (Head
of the EC
Representation in
Finland)
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27/03/2019

European Consumer Day 2019

Brussels

Conference

Youna Marette
(Génération Climat)

06/02/2019

Social Economy for the future of the
European Union

Brussels

Conference

Marie-Christine Vergiat
Iratxe García Pérez
Ernest Urtasum
Gabi Zimmer
Karl-Heinz Lambertz
Georgi Pirinski
Sofia Ribeiro
Ramón Luis Valcárcel
Elena Gentile

30/01/2019

INT/874 - O Digital health literacy –
public hearing and DG1

Brussels

Hearing

Wolfgang Burtscher,
deputy DG R&I
Michal Boni, MEP
Andrzej Jan Rys,
Director DG SANTE

28/11/2018

New Deal for Consumers / Les assises
des consommateurs - Consumer
Summit 2018

Brussels

Conference

Vera Jourova,
Commissioner
Ivana Soic, Assistant
Minister, Croatia
Pascal Arimont, MEP
Gerd Billen, State
Secretary, Germany
Geoffroy Didier, MEP
Emil Alexiev, BG
Presidency
Mady Delvaux, MEP

24/10/2018

Workshop on planned/premature
obsolescence - Consumer protection
authorities

Brussels

Hearing

Pascal Durand, MEP

26/09/2018

Conference on Consumers at the Heart
of Finance in Europe

Brussels

Conference

Cătălin Sorin Ivan, MEP
Othmar Karas, MEP
Molly Scott Cato, MEP

18/06/2018

Conference "Artificial Intelligence - A
European Strategy - Stakeholder
Summit"

Brussels

Conference

Mariya Gabriel,
Commissioner
Mady Delvaux, MEP

04/06/2018

European Day of Social Economy
Enterprises 2018

Brussels

Conference

Nicolas Schmit,
Commissioner
Christophe Itier
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