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Introduction
Taking stock of a presidency cannot and must not be a book-keeping exercise. Of course the
number of opinions, meetings, events and tweets over the last thirty months is significant,
indeed impressive, but this high level of activity must be looked at more broadly.
I would like to highlight three achievements to which my personal commitment has been
unflagging.
Firstly, I have sought to put the section and its observatory into sharper and more visible
political focus, by expanding contacts with the other EU institutions. In the many meetings I
have held with the Commission vice-presidents and commissioners, and with European
Parliament committee chairs and MEPs, I have strongly upheld the position of the section
and the observatory, together with the Committee's overall role.
Secondly, I wanted to give bureau and section members an opportunity to develop their own
approaches and projects in a spirit of shared emulation. This has applied to all our legislative
work, organised by the study group presidents and rapporteurs with the greatest possible
flexibility, and has without any doubt enabled us to ensure that all our activities have been
of high quality. A perfect illustration of this is the outstanding work carried out by the
Temporary Study Group on Sustainable Food Systems and its president, Antonello Pezzini.
Against this backdrop, I pursued my commitment to transparency in the marketing of agrifood products, and in particular to the mandatory labelling of product origins.
Thirdly, it was my fervent hope to align and, indeed, to integrate the tasks of the section and
the observatory. In consequence, the principles upheld by the observatory have been applied
more systematically throughout the section's work, as reflected in our work on agriculture,
food and the environment, which has been opened up to embrace new areas. The excellent
relations that I have personally built up with the president of the observatory, Peter Schmidt,
have meant that we could undertake far more joint initiatives, particularly in the
communication field.
Lastly, I owe the clearly positive outcome of this term of office first and foremost to the
members of the bureau, the section and the observatory, who have displayed tremendous
commitment and professionalism. I would like to express my appreciation and my gratitude
to them for everything we have accomplished.
Lastly, my thoughts go to my organisation, Coldiretti, which has given me the opportunity
to serve the European Economic and Social Committee over the last years and to fulfil the
role of president of the NAT section.
Maurizio Reale
President of the NAT section
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Introduction
The NAT section took specific actions to promote a more integrated way of working across
sections and observatories, to take stock of the "package approach" developed by the Juncker
Commission and by the pressing necessity to frame policy proposals in the wider context of
the 2030 Sustainable Development (SD) Agenda.
Examples of cross section cooperation concern notably the European Circular Economy
Stakeholder Platform which was jointly implemented with the INT section, the preparation of
the Opinion on the Reflection Paper "Towards a Sustainable Europe by 2030" which received
contributions from all sections, the work done on the bio-economy opinions which benefitted
from inputs from the INT and CCMI, cooperation with the ECO section on dossiers relating to
the multiannual financial programme and the cooperation with the SOC section in the
preparation of the SC/53 Opinion on "Leaving no one behind" and the setting up of a joint
debate on "Overcoming inequalities: investing in a more sustainable Europe" as part of the
citizens' convention on "Civil society for rEUnaissance" organised by the EESC in February
2019.
As much as possible, the NAT section has applied an integrated mid-term approach to tackle
its key priorities, using its opinions in a specific area to build up a series of combined actions
such as dedicated events or hearings, studies or communication actions. The NAT section has
also drawn up its work in close connection with civil society activities on the ground, as
illustrated by the extraordinary Bureau meeting which it held in 2018 in the offices of Coldiretti
in Rome at the invitation of its Secretary General Vincenzo Gestmundo. It highlighted a series
of innovative examples of civil society in the implementation of new agri-food approaches
(e.g. Markets of the Campaga Amica created by Coldiretti) and of sustainable development
approaches at local community level (e.g. Action by ECOLISE to support social transformations
for climate resilience).
The NAT work programme integrates the work of the Sustainable Development Observatory
(SDO). The section made tangible progress on all its priority objectives, starting from the
overarching objective of contributing to the 2030 SD Agenda and its six thematic priorities:
1. Agriculture and Fishery, 2. Rural development, 2. Food sustainability, 3. Environmental
protection, 4. Climate change, 5. Circular economy.
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First priority – Contributing to the 2030 SD Agenda
The 2030 SD Agenda and the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) have provided the
momentum to promote Sustainable Development as a key European policy driver. The nature
of the SDGs requires institutions and stakeholders to cooperate in an integrated way across
sectors and to establish a framework for monitoring and review, with instruments for the full
policy cycle of strategy-making, implementation, monitoring and review of strategies. In light
of this, by drafting opinions, organising thematic debates with stakeholders and contributing
to relevant policy debates at EU and international level, the NAT section has promoted the
role of civil society as a driver for change towards sustainable societies. With its numerous
activities, it has been instrumental in bringing SD to the fore of many discussions in EESC
bodies. Key actions included:
 Activities communicating the UN SD 2030 Agenda to all sections and other EESC
bodies through outreach activities of the SDO president, vice-presidents and the
activities of SDO members in EESC sections;
 Activities to promote a better integration of SDGs in the sections/CCMI, including
training and communication activities;
 Active participation of NAT and SDO members in the work of the Multi-Stakeholder
Platform for SDGs, which contributed to the preparation of the EC Reflection Paper
"Towards a sustainable Europe by 2030";
 Annual participation in the UN High Level Political Forum in New York and the
organisation of side events in this context offered an opportunity to bring this
message to the international level and extend the EESC/SDO network to UN major
groups and non-governmental stakeholders;
 Work based on Opinion NAT/737 on Indicators better suited to evaluate the SDGs,
and the consequent study on this topic have continued to promote the use of
qualitative indicators that are generated by civil society;
 The SDO supported the UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN) and
the Institute for European Environmental Policy (IEEP) in a consultation on new
indicators to better measure progress on achieving the SDGs. The UN SDSN is keen to
extend the cooperation with the EESC for the next three years;
 Regular partnering with ECOLISE on the organisation of the annual European Day of
Sustainable Communities.
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Second priority – Agriculture and Fishery
The EESC opinion on the CAP Reform was the first to be adopted (in October 2018) by any EU
institution following the tabling of the EC proposal on 1 June 2018. If the NAT section has been
able to react so quickly with a highly qualitative opinion, it is thanks to a much anticipated
preparation that implied in particular the adoption of both an own-initiative opinion and an
exploratory opinion (requested by the EC) on the reform of the CAP. Key actions included:
 A series of outreach events and meetings to promote the content of the EESC Opinion
on the CAP reform (NAT/747), targeted at the agricultural attachés of the permanent
representations, the media, etc. This included the participation of the EESC president
at the Forum for Agriculture and Food in Cernobbio, Italy;
 Organisation of a series of debates on the CAP at section meeting level, with the
participation of e.g. Commissioner Hogan and, COMAGRI Chair of the European
Parliament, Czesław Siekierski;
 Annual participation at the International Green Week and the Global Forum for Food
and Agriculture in Berlin, which provided the NAT section with multiple opportunities
to present its work to a wider audience;
 Support of the annual PeaceBread European Conference through participation of NAT
members and debate at section meetings with PeaceBread Association
representatives;
 Participation of NAT rapporteurs and members at a large number of events centered
on agriculture such as the Forum for the Future of Agriculture (NAT/723) or the
Conference on the Role of Bioeconomy in the CAP (NAT/655);
 A contribution to the EC policy evaluation through the preparation of an information
report on the impact of the CAP on generational renewal;
 Continued effort on transparency in the marketing of agricultural and food products,
supporting in particular mandatory labelling of the origin of food and agricultural
products;
 The organisation of debates, at both section and plenary level, with the promoters of
the European Citizens' Initiatives "Eat ORIGINal! Unmask your food" and "End the
cage age".
The NAT section work on the implementation of the Common Fisheries Policy has been
considerable, with a large number of opinions prepared, including on the Control Regulation,
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on the social dimension of fisheries (requested by the EC as an exploratory opinion), on the
European Maritime and Fisheries Fund for the next programming period, or on the
conservation plans for demersal stocks in the Western Mediterranean Sea, for Mediterranean
swordfish, for stocks in the Western Atlantic and for bluefin tuna. Key action included:

 The organisation of a conference on the fair treatment of women in the fisheries and
aquaculture sector under the title "Making women visible and valued", whose main
objective was the relaunching of AKTEA, the European network of women working in
fisheries and aquaculture.

Third priority – Rural development
European policies must promote the overall harmonious development of the Union. Particular
attention shall be paid to rural areas, areas affected by industrial transition and areas that
suffer from severe and permanent handicaps such as islands and mountains. This is a
horizontal principle underpinning all EU actions under the Europe 2020 strategy. Having been
for years at the forefront of the struggle for a more balanced territorial development, the EESC
kept showing the way with a mix of opinions (including one on the contribution of rural areas
to the 2018 Year of Cultural Heritage) and events. Key actions included:
 The regular participation to different EC groups on rural development such as the
ENRD's thematic working group on Smart Villages and the EC's Civil Dialogue Group
on Rural Development;
 Participation of the rapporteur of Opinion NAT/738 at the Pilot Project on Smart EcoSocial Villages, which provided an opportunity to present it to a wider audience;
 The EESC participated in the 4th European Rural Parliament (ERP) meeting in Candás,
Asturias, in November 2019 to discuss the most important challenges in rural Europe
and how to improve the life of people in rural areas;
 The NAT section held a thematic debate on Smart Villages at its meeting on
4 September 2019;
 A joint conference of the EESC's NAT section and the ERP entitled "Making the rural
areas the engines of a sustainable Europe", held in Brussels on 14 March 2019, called
for improved bottom-up support for local initiatives and concluded that rural areas
should not be neglected in the transition to a sustainable Europe.
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Fourth priority – Sustainable food systems
The work related to food policy (carried out through its Temporary Study Group on Sustainable
Food Systems) has been fostered by opinions on improving the food supply chain, on
promoting healthy and sustainable diets in the EU, or on promoting short and alternative food
supply chains in the EU. Annual participation in the Committee on World Food Security (CFS)
offered an opportunity to bring these messages to the international level. Repeated calls for
a sustainable and comprehensive EU food policy, stressed among others during a high level
meeting in February 2019 with the participation of Commissioner Andriukaitis, have
contributed to creating the momentum for the Commission's long awaited "Farm to Fork"
strategy. Other actions included:
 The continued participation of the secretariat and/or the president of the Temporary
Study Group on Sustainable Food Systems in the meetings of the EU Platform on Food
Losses and Food Waste;
 The organisation of a high-level conference on innovative food under the threepronged title Unblocking Innovation — Towards "Food 2030" — Envisaging "Food
2050".

Fifth priority – Environmental protection
The NAT section continued to make its voice heard on challenges facing the environment. It
has repeatedly said that EU efforts to improve air, water and soil quality, limit loss of
biodiversity and unsustainable extraction of natural resources, have so far proved to be largely
insufficient. The net consequence of environmental failures has been the ecosystem's reduced
capacity to deliver essential services and protect the planet, with large and measurable
impacts on the economy and society as a whole. Among clear expressions of such failures have
been the continued degradation of the climate and the devastating COVID-19 crisis. Key
actions included:
 Continuous pressure on the EC to force more concrete results through two Opinions
demanding improved implementation and enforcement of legislation (NAT/744 and
NAT/759 were both requested as exploratory pinions by the EC and the ENVI
Committee of the EP);
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 Contribution to EC policy evaluation through a series of specific multi-country field visits
to support the Commission's own evaluation work on environmental crime (NAT/762);
 Organisation of diverse public events like the annual EC's Green Week where the NAT
section organised specific sessions at both 2018 and 2019 editions;
 Participation of a NAT member at the EC's Environmental Compliance and Governance
Forum, a new high-level Commission Expert Group with the aim of improving
compliance and governance aspects of environmental implementation;
 Participation in groups like the Commission's Expert Group on Greening the Semester
and Environmental Implementation Review;

Sixth priority – Climate change
Following the special IPCC report of 2018 scientifically confirming the need for urgent climate
action, the NAT section intensified its efforts to face the climate challenge, building coalitions
with stakeholders, mainstreaming climate considerations into all EU policies and promoting
the transition towards a low carbon and circular economy. The NAT section continued placing
great emphasis on making practical recommendations for this transition to occur in a way that
does not excessively penalise certain groups of workers or citizens (i.e. just transition).
Moreover, the NAT section continued promoting the creation of an enabling framework for
the citizen and community-led climate initiatives through the European Dialogue on Non-State
Climate Action and related initiatives. This continuous work enabled the NAT section to play a
crucial role in the shaping of the European Climate Pact through an exploratory opinion
requested by the European Commission in 2020. Key actions included:
 Brussels conference as part of the European Talanoa Dialogue, a participatory process
launched at UNFCC COP 23 in 2017 and presentation of its outcomes at the UN intersession in Bonn;
 The EESC Opinions on climate finance (NAT/735 and NAT/736) served as a basis for the
EESC's contribution to the UNFCCC COP24 in Katowice, Poland;
 The EESC's recommendations on climate justice (NAT/712) were promoted further at a
"UNited for climate justice" event in New York and the UN Secretary General Climate
Summit in September 2019;
 Promotion of the SDO's Own-initiative Opinion on "Leaving no one behind in the
implementation of the 2030 SD Agenda" and the European Circular Economy
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Stakeholder Platform at high-level events organised by the EESC delegation at the
COP25 in Madrid (Spain);
 Regular dialogue with youth constituencies, which in turn resulted in starting the work
on an own-initiative opinion "Towards structured youth engagement in climate and
sustainability in EU decision-making". SDO event on a European Youth Climate
Dialogue in February 2020, webinar on youth and climate engagement in June 2020
and start of cooperation with the EP on the European Climate Youth Summit;
 Works on the NAT exploratory opinion on the European Climate Pact, the related online
consultation of stakeholders and citizens as well as inter-institutional exchanges on this
topic.

Seventh priority – Circular economy
Achieving economic prosperity within the natural boundaries of planet earth requires a
transition to new economic models which are low carbon and efficient in the use of natural
resources. Mobilising civil society in order to advance circular economy solutions and the
transition to sustainable consumption patterns have been important focal points of the NAT
section in the mandate. In particular, the NAT section has contributed significantly to the
implementation of the first Circular Economy Action Plan by drafting most of the opinions in
this area. Key actions included:
 Take forward and develop the European Circular Economy Stakeholder Platform
(ECESP), a joint initiative by the EC and the EESC. Jointly with the INT section, the NAT
section has supported this innovative project through: (1) Contributing to the
organisation of the 2018 and 2019 Annual Circular Economy Stakeholder Conference
that brings together stakeholders active in the circular economy across Europe, (2)
Providing support to the work of the ECESP Coordination Group, consisting of 24
selected stakeholders to guide the Platform's activities, and (3) Maintaining the
interactive ECESP website;
 In cooperation with the INT section, several joint activities to foster the transition to
an inclusive green economy in the long term, e.g. through a study identifying the
opportunities and challenges of specific circular economy sectors such as the fastmoving consumer industry for workers, supply chain and consumers;
 Promote and create synergies across the several national, territorial and sectoral
circular economy platforms that are developing across Europe, e.g. through a study
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on "Circular economy strategies and roadmaps in Europe: Identifying synergies and
the potential for cooperation and alliance building";
 In cooperation with other sections, such as INT and CCMI, further develop the link
between the circular economy and the bioeconomy, and the potential of a circular
approach to the bioeconomy for farmers and rural development in terms of jobs and
investment that respect the capacity of Europe's existing ecosystems. A high-level
conference, co-organised with the CoR and the EC, took place in October 2019 on
"European Bioeconomy: Regions, Cities and Civil Society".

Interinstitutional echo
The cooperation with other institutions has been quite intense, as evidenced by the large
number of exploratory opinions requested by other EU institutions during the mandate (a
total of eight opinions, with three from the EC, one from the EP and four from the EU
Presidencies of the Council). This regular cooperation has largely benefitted from the personal
engagement of the NAT section president and his vice-presidents.
In the mandate period, regular bilateral meetings were held with the main stakeholders in the
EU decision-making process such as Commissioner Hogan, Commissioner Vella, Commissioner
Vestager, Commissioner Andriukaitis, Vice-Presidents Timmermans and Katainen,
Commissioner Wojciechowski, the ex-President of the European Parliament, Antonio Tajani,
the EP Vice-President, Heidi Hautala, the EP COMAGRI Chair, Norbert Lins, the EP ENVI Chair,
Adina Valean or the Parliament Member, Paolo De Castro. High-level bilateral meetings were
also held at national ministerial level, such as with: Sen. Marco Turco, Undersecretary to the
Italian Presidency of the Council of Ministers, on the occasion of NAT members' participation
in an event on circular economy and sustainable development organised by the Italian
government. Regular contact with the members of the European Committee of the Regions,
such as Guido Milana, the permanent representations based in Brussels and international
organisations active in the field of NAT (e.g. the Secretary-General of the World Food
Organisation, Arianna Giuliodori and the former Chairman of the Food Safety Committee of
FAO, Mario Arvelo) were also undertaken.
These multiple contacts have enabled the contribution of civil society to be presented to EU
policy-making as a model of consensual agreement that could inspire progress in ongoing
negotiations at EP and Council levels. Clear examples of this important role were the influence
exerted by the NAT section members in promoting the civil society messages on the CAP
reform and the growing visibility of EESC's works in relation to sustainable development,
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which culminated with the presentation of the EESC opinion on the Reflection Paper to the
Council Working Party on the 2030 SD Agenda and the acknowledgement of the EESC
contribution in the Council Conclusions in December 2019.

Communication achievements
Communication activities have become an integral part of the work of the NAT section. The
section's products were promoted through a regular newsletter, two institutional websites,
two dedicated Twitter accounts and the organisation of public events.
An in-house newsletter was issued after each plenary session and sent to both external and
internal stakeholders. The newsletter featured, among other things, a list of adopted NAT
opinions, upcoming events organised by the section and special highlights directly related to
the work of the section. An archive of past newsletters is available on the NAT website.
A large number of public hearings and conferences were organised during the term by both
NAT and SDO. A dedicated website for each event was created and announcements of new
events were systematically sent to our mailings lists and via the Twitter accounts of the
section. Most events also benefited from live tweeting coverage which helped further raise
the profile of the section outside of the Committee. Despite the adverse circumstances caused
by the COVID-19 lockdown, four events were still organised by the SDO in the form of webinars
and were live streamed on the Twitter account of the observatory, as well as on the Facebook
page of the EESC.
The Twitter accounts of the EESC, NAT and SDO played an increasingly important role in the
promotion of the section's work. In particular, to promote upcoming events, announce the
adoption of important opinions, foster their key contents, share lessons learned at NAT/SDO
events or disseminate statements from the NAT and SDO Chairs and rapporteurs.
Both NAT and SDO had a dedicated institutional website that gave them visibility throughout
the term. Several tabs gave external visitors the possibility of browsing through the work of
the section and the observatory (e.g. opinions and events) but also the chance to subscribe to
the mailing list in order to receive regular updates. The "News" tab was regularly updated with
new material (e.g. statements by the chairs; NAT related activities, etc.) which would then be
disseminated via the Twitter accounts and/or the Newsletter.
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During the term, the NAT section organised thematic stands and playful activities to promote
the section's work to the broader public during the Open Days. Several activities were
organised:
 2018: Circular Economy and the Consumer: Lifespan labelling (information stand and
quiz – organised with the INT section)
 2019: SDGs (information stand, quiz and magnetic board)
 2020: Global warming and Climate action (information stand and quiz) – suspended
due to COVID-19.
Further activities to promote the NAT section's and the Committee's work included welcoming
visitors' groups to the Committee, or showing biodiversity in practice through visits of our
rooftop urban beehives.

Perspective/outlook
The NAT and SDO portfolios are among those that are of most threat of facing further
regression in the years to come: biodiversity continues to decline globally at rates
unprecedented in human history; the profession of farmers becomes increasingly
unattractive; the quality of air, water and soil has not progressed as anticipated by the EU
legislation; the rural areas are becoming economically and socially deprived because of the
lack of political backing; climate change significantly weigh on ecosystems, society and politics;
the aspirations of people cannot be met any longer by a political system that fails to set
boundary conditions for a well-being economy, etc.
The need to interconnect policies, stakeholders and processes has never been so high. The
economic aspirations of young farmers cannot be opposed any longer to developing farming
practices that are compatible with the environment. Promoting sustainable food systems
cannot be achieved by only addressing the pros and cons of food production without
reforming consumption practices. Policies towards rural areas cannot be optimal if they ignore
the ones pertaining to urban areas. In line with the 2030 SD Agenda and its holistic approach,
there should be even more attention paid to integrating the various NAT and SDO policy
dossiers in order to come up with truly innovative solutions that are backed by all components
of civil society.
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Appendix I – Key statistics
As of
18 April
2018

2019

Until 20
October 2020

Total

Section meetings

5

8

6

19

Section Bureau meetings
Meetings in Brussels

6
5

8
8

9
9

23
23

Meetings outside Brussels
Study Group meetings

1
37

0
31

0
10

1
78

Permanent Study Group
meetings
Observatory meetings

3

5

2

10

3

3

2

8

Opinions

32

26

17+2 (position
papers)

77

Referrals

26

14

53

Exploratory opinions

2

3

10+2 (position
papers)
3

Own-initiative opinions

4

7

4

15

Information reports

0

2

0

2

Studies
Fact-finding missions

1
0

1
13

2
0

4
13

Conferences and hearings
organised by the section

22

27

9

58

Participation of members in
meetings/events/conferences

77

125

20

222

Meetings between EESC/EP
rapporteurs and section/EP
committee presidents

3

3

3

9

8

14

Appendix II – List of adopted opinions and information reports

DOSSIER

TITLE

TYPE

NAT/
719

Recast of Persistent Organic
Pollutants (POPs)

720

Interface between Chemicals,
Products and Waste legislation

721

Strategy on Plastic in a Circular
Economy (including action on
marine litter)

722

Monitoring Framework for the
Circular Economy

723

Water reuse

727

730

731

732

RAPPORTEUR

ADOPTION
DATE
12/07/2018

Referral

Curtis
23/05/2018

Referral

Curtis
23/05/2018

Referral

Referral

Pezzini
Lohan
Kylä-HarakkaRuonala

Referral

Maciulevičius

Referral

Dubravská
Bryan

Referral

Schwartz

Referral

Sarró
Iparraguirre

11/07/2018

12/12/2018

The future of food and farming

Actions
to
environmental
and governance

improve
compliance

Multiannual plan for demersal
fisheries in the Western
Mediterranean
Transparency in scientific
assessments and governance
of EFSA

733

Drinking water directive

734

Improving the food supply
chain

Referral

Referral

735

European
Pact

736

Facilitating access to climate
finance for non-state actors

23/05/2018

23/05/2018

19/09/2018

OJ C 440,
6.12.2018,
p. 158-164

12/07/2018

OJ C 367,
10.09.2018,
p. 107-111
OJ C 440,
6.12.2018,
p. 165-170
OJ C 62,
15.02.2019,
p. 8-15
OJ C 110,
23.03.2019,
p. 14-19

Larghi

Schmidt
17/10/2018

Referral

De Leeuw
12/12/2018

Own-initiative
opinion

Lohan

OJ C 367,
10.09.2018,
p.97-102
OJ C 110,
23.03.2019,
p. 94-98
OJ C283,
10.08.2018,
p. 69-82
OJ C283,
10.08.2018,
p. 83-88
OJ C 367,
10.09.2018,
p.103-106

Pezzini
Vitale

Finance-Climate

OJ C 367,
10.09.2018,
p. 93-96
OJ C283,
10.08.2018,
p. 56-60
OJ C283,
10.08.2018,
p. 61-68

11/07/2018

19/09/2018
Referral

PUBLICATION
OJ

15

737

738

739

740

Indicators better suited to
evaluate the SDGs – the civil
society contribution

Own-initiative
opinion

Bioeconomy – contributing to
achieving the EU's climate and
energy goals and the UN's
sustainable
development
goals

Exploratory
opinion
requested by
the Austrian
Presidency

Kylä-HarakkaRuonala
Thurner

Referral

Sarró
Iparraguirre

Multiannual plan for fish
stocks in Western Waters
Amending provisions
fishing in the GFCM

742

Single use plastics

743

Alignment of environmental
reporting

744

Implementation
of
EU
environmental legislation in
the areas of air quality, water
and waste

Nominal quantities for placing
on the Union market of single
distilled shochu

747

CAP Legislative proposals

748

LIFE Programme for the
Environment and Climate
Action

749

European
Maritime
Fisheries Fund

OJ C 440,
6.12.2018,
p. 22-27

19/09/2018

OJ C 440,
6.12.2018,
p. 45-50

19/09/2018

OJ C 440,
6.12.2018,
p. 171-173
OJ C283,
10.08.2018, p. 95

23/05/2018
Referral
Referral

746

19/09/2018
Jones

for

Multiannual recovery plan for
Mediterranean swordfish

OJ C 440,
6.12.2018,
p.14-21

King
Libaert

Contribution of Europe's Rural
Areas to the 2018 Year of
Cultural Heritage

741

745

Own-initiative
opinion

19/09/2018

C
Nicolopoulou

17/10/2018

12/12/2018
Referral

Novotný
12/12/2018

Exploratory
opinion

Schwartz
19/09/2018

Referral

Sarró
Iparraguirre
11/07/2018

Referral

Bryan
18/10/2018

Referral

Ribbe

and

750

Strengthen
EU's
civil
protection response – rescEU

751

Clean air for all

12/12/2018
Referral

Curtis
18/10/2018

Referral

Dimitriadis
12/12/2018

Referral

OJ C 440,
6.12.2018,
p. 174-176
OJ C 367,
10.09.2018, p.119

C
17/10/2018

Referral

OJ C 62,
15.02.2019,
p. 207-213
OJ C 62,
15.02.2019,
p. 207-213
OJ C 110,
23.03.2019,
p.33-40

Albu

OJ C 62,
15.02.2019,
p. 214-225
OJ C 62,
15.02.2019,
p. 226-230
OJ C 110,
23.03.2019,
p. 104-111
OJ C 62,
15.02.2019,
p. 231-237
OJ C 110,
23.03.2019,
p. 112-117

16

752

Fisheries control

753

Equivalence of inspections –
seed produced in Brazil and
Moldova (modification)

754

Towards
a
more
comprehensive EU framework
on endocrine disruptors

755

Promoting
healthy
and
sustainable diets in the EU
(own-initiative opinion)

756

European Fisheries Control
Agency (codification)

12/12/2018
Referral

757

758

759

760

Conservation and control
measures applicable in the
Northwest Atlantic Fisheries
Organisation
Communication updating the
2012 Bio-economy Strategy
A more constructive role for
civil society in implementing
environmental law
Reflection Paper 'Towards a
Sustainable Europe by 2030'

761

Direct payments and support
for rural development in
respect of the years 2019 and
2020

762

EC Progress Report on the EU
Forest Strategy

763

764

765

Promoting
short
and
alternative food supply chains
in the EU: the role of
agroecology

Fatovic
11/07/2018

Referral

Referral

Own-initiative

Referral

OJ C 110,
23.03.2019,
p. 118-124
OJ C 367,
10.09.2018, p.120

C
21/03/2019

OJ C 228,
05.07.2019,
p. 83-88

20/02/2019

OJ C 190,
5.06.2019, p. 9-16

17/10/2018

OJ C 62,
15.02.2019,
p. 310
OJ C 159,
15.05.2019,
p. 60-62

Curtis

Schmidt

C
23/01/2019

Referral

Sarró
Iparraguirre

Referral

Maciulevičius
Hemmerling

15/05/2019

OJ C 240,
16.07.2019,
p. 37-40

30/10/2019
Exploratory
opinion

Schwartz
Komoróczki

Referral

Lohan
Schmidt

26/09/2019

23/01/2019

Referral

C

Referral

Thurner
Pezzini

30/10/2019

17/07/2019
Own-initiative
opinion

Developing synergies across
different circular economy
roadmaps

Own-initiative
opinion

The sustainable economy we
need

Own-initiative
opinion

OJ C 47,
11.2.2020,
p. 50-57
OJ C 14,
15.1.2020,
p. 95-104
OJ C 159,
15.05.2019, p. 71

OJ C 47,
11.2.2020,
p. 87–91
OJ C 353,
18.10.2019,
p. 65-71

Savigny
26/09/2019

OJ C 14,
15.1.2020,
p. 29–33

23/01/2020

OJ C 106,
31.3.2020, p. 1–9

Lohan
Schmidt

17

766

Evaluation of the Impact of the
CAP on Generational Renewal

Information
Report

Kallay
Bryan

11/12/2019

No publication

767

Evaluation on Environmental
Crime Directive

Information
Report

Schwartz
Novotný

11/12/2019

No publication

768

Rules relating to the EMFF
post-Brexit

20/02/2019

OJ C 190,
5.06.2019, p.53

769

Authorisations for
vessels post-Brexit

20/02/2019

OJ C 190,
5.06.2019, p.54

30/10/2019

OJ C 47,
11.2.2020,
p. 58-63
OJ C 97,
24.3.2020,
p. 53–61

770

771

Populism and fundamental
rights – suburban and rural
areas
Global data collecting system
for ship fuel oil consumption
data

SC/051

Strategy for long-term EU
greenhouse gas emissions
reduction

773

774

C

Referral

C

Exploratory
opinion)

Tiainen
Malosse

Blue bio-economy

772

SC/053

Referral

fishing

Leaving no one behind when
implementing
the
2030
Sustainable
Development
Agenda
The farming profession and
the profitability challenge
Union
Civil
Protection
Mechanism – Amendment

775

Implementation of the Circular
Economy Action Plan

776

Social dimension of fisheries

777

Authorisations for fishing
vessels post Brexit in 2020

778

Financing the Transition to a
Low-Carbon Economy and the
Challenges
in
Financing
Climate Change Adaptation

11/12/2019
Own-initiative
opinion

Referral

Referral

Financial
discipline
and
flexibility between pillars

780

EAFRD and EAGFin the year
2021

15/05/2019

0J C 240,
16.7.2019,
p. 41-43

20/06/2019

OJ C 282,
20.08.2019,
p.51-59

31/10/2019

OJ C 47,
11.2.2020,
p. 30–37

18/07/2019

OJ C 353,
18.10.2019,
p. 72–78
OJ C 282,
20.08.2019,
p.49-50
OJ C 47,
11.2.2020,
p. 92–97

Catsambis
Coulon
Back

Own-initiative
opinion

Schmidt
Ribbe

Own-initiative
opinion

Puech
d'Alissac
19/06/2019

Referral

Gkofas
31/10/2020

Referral
Referral

779

DreszerSmalec

Referral

Exploratory
opinion

Schmidt
Sarró
Iparraguirre
25/09/2019

OJ C 14,
15.1.2020, p. 130

11/06/2020

Not yet published

11/12/2019

OJ C 97,
24.3.2020, p. 69

07/05/2020

OJ C 232,
14.7.2020, p. 29–
35

C

Vidan
Dimitriadis

Referral

C

Referral

Puech
d'Alissac

18

781

Eastern Baltic cod

782

Multiannual
management
plan for bluefin tuna

783

23/01/2020

Specific measures to mitigate
the impact on the fisheries and
aquaculture sector of the
COVID-19 outbreak

784

European Climate Law

785

European Climate Pact

786

2030 biodiversity strategy

Referral

Larghi

Referral

Sarró
Iparraguirre

Referral
Position paper

Referral

Puech
d'Alissac
Dirx
Kylä-HarakkaRuonala
Dimitriadis
Schmidt
Pezzini
Ribbe

Referral

Schmidt
Dubravská

Referral
Exploratory
opinion

"From farm to fork":
sustainable food strategy

788

Towards structured youth
engagement on climate and
sustainability in the EU
decision-making process

Own-initiative
opinion

Towards an EU strategy on
sustainable consumption

Own-initiative
opinion

790

791

792

793

a

An integrated approach for
EU's rural areas,
with
particular emphasis on the
vulnerable regions
Compatibility of EU trade
policy with the European
Green Deal
Introduction of safeguard
measures for agricultural
products in trade agreements

Digitalisation
Sustainability

795

Support under EAFRD in
response to the COVID-19
outbreak

796

Own-initiative
opinion
Own-initiative
opinion
Own-initiative
opinion

Conservation
enforcement
NAFO

and

Not yet published

15/07/2020

Not yet published

1617/09/2020
1617/09/2020

Not yet published

1617/09/2020

Not yet published

1617/09/2020

Not yet published

1617/09/2020

Not yet published

1617/09/2020

Not yet published

15/07/2020

Not yet published

15/07/2020

Not yet published

1617/09/2020

Not yet published

Not yet published

Lohan
Schmidt
Puxeu
Rocamora
Slavova

Bryan

Referral

Puech
d'Alissac
Puech
d'Alissac

Exploratory
opinion

Schmidt
Komoróczki

Seed equivalence - Ukraine

794

15/07/2020

07/05/2020

787

789

No adoption

OJ C 106,
31.3.2020, p. 10–
12
OJ C 232,
14.7.2020, p. 36–
38
No publication

No publication
Referral

and
measures –
Referral

Puech
d'Alissac
Sarró
Iparraguirre

1617/09/2020

Not yet published

19

797

GMO
medicinal
products/COVID-19

798

Union
Civil
Mechanism

Referral
position paper

Heinisch

Referral

To be
nominated

Protection

No adoption

No publication

1617/09/2020

Not yet published
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Appendix III – List of events (co)organised by the section
DATE

TITLE

LOCATION

TYPE

European Dialogue on Non-State
Climate Action
European Finance Climate Pact

EESC

Conference

EESC

Expert hearing

Civil Society indicators for the
Sustainable Development Goals
Bioeconomy – Contributing to
achieving the EU's climate and energy
goals and the UN's sustainable
development goals
Contribution of rural areas to 2018
European Year of Cultural Heritage
Unfair trading practices in the food
supply chain (UTPs)
The current and evolving role of EFSA:
addressing civil society's and citizens'
concerns on food safety
EESC delegation to High Level Political
Forum on Sustainable Development

EESC

Public debate

EESC

Expert hearing

EESC

Public hearing

EESC

Expert hearing

EESC

Debate NAT section

New York
USA

Side-events
organised

The contribution of Europe's rural
areas to the 2018 Year of Cultural
Heritage ensuring sustainability and
urban/rural cohesion
European Day of Sustainable
Communities
Implementing SDGs – civil society in
action

Wales, UK

Expert hearing

EESC

Joint event

EESC

Conference

Implementation of EU environmental
legislation on air quality, water and
waste
Stakeholder Meeting: Consumer
Insights into the Circular Economy
(CICE)

EESC

Expert hearing

EESC

Stakeholder
meeting joint with
INT

25/10/2018

Promoting healthier and sustainable
diets in the EU

EESC

Expert hearing
NAT/555

29/10/2018

Facilitating access to climate finance
for non-state actors
Reform of the Fisheries Control
Regulation
The impact of evaluating environment
and climate policies –7th European

EESC

Public hearing

Vigo, Spain

Public hearing

EESC

Co-organised with
European

23/04/2018
18/05/2018
28/05/2018
04/06/2018

05/06/2018
19/06/2018
26/06/2018

1618/07/2018
24/07/2018

20/09/2018
28/09/2018

08/10/2018

25/10/2018

05/11/2018
2223/11/2018

co-

21

28/11/2018
30/11/2018

30/11/2018
08/12/2018

08/12/2018

Environmental Evaluators Network
Forum
Promoting healthy and sustainable
diets in the EU
Sustainable Development Strategies –
From Design to Monitoring: Civil
Society's Role
Tackling premature obsolescence in
Europe
Building partnerships and tracking
progress – role of non-state and
subnational actors
Making finance work for climate
transition

EESC

Environment
Agency
Expert hearing

EESC

Public event

EESC

Hearing

Katowice,
Poland

Side event

Katowice,
Poland

Side-event

31/01/2019

Healthy and sustainable diets

EESC

Thematic debate

12/02/2019

Sustainable Europe by 2030 –
advancing after the Reflection Paper
Which alliances to transform Europe
on the basis of Agenda 2030?

EESC

Debate

EESC

Joint event with
Europe Ambition
2030

EU Reflection Paper "Towards a
Sustainable Europe by 2030"
Civil society and the path to a carbonneutral Europe by 2050
Civil Society in Action: European
Bioeconomy Strategy
2019 Circular Economy Stakeholder
Conference: Success Stories and New
Challenges
Making rural areas the engines of a
sustainable Europe
PeaceBread initiative

EESC

Public hearing

EESC

Public hearing

EESC

Public hearing

EESC

Joint conference

EESC

Joint conference

EESC

Thematic debate

Evaluation of the Impact of the CAP on
Generational Renewal
How civil society can facilitate
implementation of environmental
laws?

EESC

Expert hearing

Commission

Side-event
coorganised with the
Commission

Is implementation of environmental
legislation failing?
EU Forest Strategy: fit for purpose?

EESC

Expert hearing

EESC

Public hearing

EESC

Thematic debate

11/06/2019

Circular Economy Strategies and
Roadmaps: Cooperation and Inclusion
The sustainable economy we need

EESC

Public hearing

11/06/2019

Blue Bio-economy

Bastia,
Corsica

Public hearing

27/06/2019

Leaving no one behind when
implementing the 2030 Agenda on
sustainable development

EESC

Public hearing

25/02/2019

27/02/2019
28/02/2019
28/02/2019
07/03/2019

14/03/2019
25/04/2019
03/05/2019
16/05/2019

17/05/2019
20/05/2019
23/05/2019

22

09/07/2019

Innovative Food

EESC

Conference

11/07/2019

EESC

Public hearing

1618/07/2019

Populism and fundamental rights –
suburban and rural areas
EESC delegation to High Level Political
Forum on Sustainable Development

New York
USA

Side-events
organised

23/09/2019

Climate Action Summit 2019

New York
USA

Side-event

02/10/2019

Towards a Sustainable Europe by 2030

EESC

Conference

16/10/2019

European Bioeconomy: Regions, Cities
and Civil Society

EESC

Co-hosted
Conference
COM)

New economic models: how to ensure
the transition towards fairness and
sustainability
Can Climate Justice drive Climate
Ambition?
Sustainability and Competition Policy:
Bridging two Worlds to Enable a Fairer
Economy
Leaving no one behind in the
transition to climate neutrality

EESC

Joint
event
observatories

EESC

Public debate

EESC

Joint
(CoR)

Madrid,
Spain

Side-event COP

11/12/2019

Combining circular economy principles
with GHG-reduction strategies

Madrid,
Spain

Side-event COP

10/01/2020

Thematic debate on the new
Biodiversity Strategy
Mainstream biodiversity – the way to
go!
SOER 2020: Civil society's role for a
just (and fast) transition towards
sustainability
Financing the Transition to a LowCarbon Economy and the Challenges
in Financing Climate Change
Adaptation
The European Green Deal – the farm
to fork strategy"
Shifting priorities in post-COVID
recovery – towards an economy of
wellbeing for people and planet
Towards an EU strategy on sustainable
consumption after COVID-19
Towards structured youth
engagement on climate and
sustainability
Making circularity work for a just
transition to climate neutrality
EESC delegation to High Level Political
Forum on Sustainable Development

EESC

Thematic debate

EESC

Conference

EESC

Public event

EESC

Joint public hearing

EESC

Thematic debate

EESC/online

Webinar

EESC/online

Webinar

EESC/online

Webinar

EESC/online

Webinar

Online event

Virtual side event
co-organised

23/10/2019

23/10/2019
24/10/2019

11/12/2019

29/01/2020
12/02/2020

13/02/2020

06/03/2020
04/06/2020

11/06/2020
16/06/2020

14/07/2020
0716/07/2020

co-

(CoR,

conference

23

_____________
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