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EN 

 
 

Ninth meeting of the EU-Chile Joint Consultative Committee 

 
Santiago de Chile, 23 November 2022 

 
FINAL DECLARATION 

 
 
 

 
The EU-Chile Joint Consultative Committee held its ninth meeting on 23 November 2022 in Santiago. 

The members of the JCC discussed the following issues. 
 

The Declaration is addressed to the political authorities of the EU and Chile, as well as to the joint 
bodies established by the EU-Chile Association Agreement. 

 

 
 
1. The COVID-19 crisis and its impact on cooperation, trade, investment, decent work and 

the informal economy, the Sustainable Development Agenda and global stability 
 
1.1 On cooperation: 
 
The JCC members: 
 
1.1.1 Emphasise that the health, economic, human, social and political crisis triggered by the 

COVID-19 pandemic and the unrest caused by the war in Ukraine present the international 
community with a historic challenge, and will have profound consequences for all aspects of 
bilateral relations between the EU and Chile. 

 
1.1.2 Acknowledge that the pandemic has exacerbated inequalities, the problems of poverty and 

extreme poverty, having the greatest impact on women and children and on indigenous people 
and communities, with many lasting effects that may hamper sustainable economic and social 
development in the longer term. 

 
1.1.3 Highlight the importance of supporting international cooperation and multilateral solutions 

aimed at mitigating the effects of the pandemic. Welcome the contributions by both Chile and 
the EU to the coordination work undertaken by the United Nations, the G-20, the G-7, the 
International Labour Organization (ILO) and the international financial institutions. 
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1.1.4 With a view to the process of updating the Association Agreement, reiterate that, in this new 
phase of relations between the Parties,  cooperation should be strengthened, as it offers 
opportunities for the alliance between Chile and Europe. 

 
1.1.5 Express their wish for the Chilean constitutional process to continue and offer all the support 

necessary for its successful completion. 
 
1.1.6 The Agreement should expand the areas of cooperation for development, aiming for the transfer 

of knowledge and technologies that favour the diversification of the economic development of 
Chile. This cooperation should also focus on small and medium-sized enterprises and the 
development of  cooperatives. 
 

 
1.2 On trade and investment  
 
1.2.1 Support the call by the United Nations Secretary-General for the international financial 

institutions to provide the resources needed in this situation to halt the spread of COVID-19 as 
quickly as possible, to work together to minimise the social and economic impact of the disease 
and to cooperate in laying the foundations for a recovery that builds a more sustainable and 
inclusive economy. 

 
1.2.2 Highlight how important it is that the Parties do all that is necessary to mitigate the 

consequences of the crisis caused by COVID-19 by using all legal, institutional, political, 
economic and social instruments to prevent our economies falling into recession and to support 
economic recovery and employment once the pandemic has been brought to a halt.  

 
1.2.3 Point out that, in EU-Chile relations, foreign direct investment is a powerful factor for positive 

economic and social development. Investments must meet the highest standards in terms of 
environmental, social and consumer protection. Investors should strengthen their cooperation in 
the field of science and technology, to foster the economic and social development of both 
parties. 

 
1.3 On decent work and the informal economy 
 

The JCC members: 
 
1.3.1 Acknowledge that the pandemic has had a strong impact on children and young people due to 

schools closing. The gap in connectivity, digital skills and families' abilities to cope with the 
compulsory switch to online learning creates a gap between high-income and low-income 
students that is equivalent to two years of education. 

 
1.3.2 Underline that the COVID-19 crisis threatens the livelihoods of many employed, self-employed, 

informal and unemployed workers. Emphasise in this regard, together with the ILO, that the 
crisis is exacerbating existing vulnerabilities and inequalities, and that the political responses 
must ensure that help reaches those workers and businesses that most need it in order to 
guarantee social stability. 
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1.3.3 Restate the vital importance of promoting decent work, innovation and entrepreneurship with 

decent living and working conditions that comply with international standards and conventions 
laid down by the ILO, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the American Declaration of 
the Rights and Duties of Man and the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights 
of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families. 

 
1.3.4 Conclude that this new period, together with the pandemic and its consequences, are changing 

conventional forms of interaction in society, and businesses and jobs must adjust to them. These 
changes are driving the shape of labour relations, which should be followed closely in both 
Chile and the EU in order to prevent the growth of informal and precarious working and to 
ensure that they bring improvements to both the protection and the quality of people's lives. The 
new forms of work (for example, teleworking) must be regulated through social dialogue. 

 
1.4 On the Agenda for Sustainable Development: 
 
The JCC members:  
 
1.4.1 Call, at this time of crisis, for solidarity and cooperation between the two Parties. 
 
1.4.2 Consider that there are fundamental issues – protecting the environment, promoting worker 

safety, guaranteeing the sustainability of businesses, promoting gender equality, protecting 
consumers, promoting partnerships with the general public, facing up to challenges and fully 
seizing the opportunities offered by technology – which are even more important in times of 
crisis, but which are at risk of being overlooked. 

 
1.4.3 Emphasise that an appropriate regulatory framework that covers the whole of society is 

essential, aspiring to fair globalisation, increasing competitiveness and new technologies, 
leaving no-one behind, eradicating poverty and creating an environment that restores people's 
trust in political systems and legitimately elected governments. Welcome the tax reform 
proposed by the OECD and approved by 136 countries, under which it is proposed that 
multinationals be taxed in countries where they generate profits, and that there be a minimum 
corporate tax of 15%. This decision contributes to greater social justice and the fight against 
social dumping.  

 
1.4.4 Note that civil society is an essential and indispensable driver for the necessary transition to a 

more sustainable society. Social justice – which rests on the foundations of labour law, social 
security and the practice of making goods and services such as healthcare and education 
available to the general public in a way that is equal, continuous and accessible – along with 
citizens' initiatives and community work, are just some examples of how sustainable 
development can be achieved through a bottom-up approach.  

 
1.4.5 In this regard, reaffirm their interest in and commitment to strengthening EU-Chile strategic 

partnerships (SDG 17) with a view to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals. In 
particular, the JCC reiterates the need to meet the Paris targets and uphold the ambition of 1.5 
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degrees. It welcomes the possibility opened up at COP27 to create a fund to compensate for 
damage caused by environmental disasters in the most disadvantaged countries.  

 
1.4.6 Express support for EUROCLIMA – the action plan for Chile – for the development of 

renewable energy, and for the Team Europe initiative on green hydrogen. 
 
1.4.7 Point out that the modernised Association Agreement must reflect the commitment of the 

Parties not to encourage trade or foreign direct investment by watering down environmental, 
labour or health and safety legislation and standards. In this regard, emphasise the important 
role that civil society can play in evaluating the usefulness and sustainability of investment 
projects, in overseeing the transparency of their financing and in monitoring their 
implementation.   

 
2. Call for peace and stability 
 
The JCC members: 
 
2.1 In line with the declarations of the EU and the Chilean government, condemn Russia's 

aggression against Ukraine, despite repeated calls for dialogue from the international 
community from the start of the aggression and with a view to finding a peaceful solution to the 
conflict, in accordance with Article 2(4) of the United Nations Charter. The EU-Chile JCC also 
calls on Russia to withdraw its troops, to respect the territorial integrity and sovereignty of 
Ukraine, to avoid the loss of innocent lives and material damage, and to respect the Geneva 
Conventions. The JCC hopes that dialogue and progress on negotiations will prevail to prevent 
further escalation of this conflict, which threatens international peace and security. 

 
3. Proposals for strengthening the role of the Joint Consultative Committee: 
 
The JCC: 
 
3.1 Emphasises that the current situation of global instability highlights even further the threat of 

authoritarianism and the need to strengthen democracies. Despite global discontent and low 
trust in the system, citizens show that they are willing to call for political change on the street 
and at the ballot box. The role played by young people and women in these movements is 
important: their involvement in the political sphere is a valuable asset. An institutionalised 
social dialogue model and civic dialogue should be established and promoted to enable citizens 
to play a key role in the transitions. 

 
3.2 Calls on the Parties to ensure that all stages of implementation of the updated agreement are 

made more transparent and that the necessary impact assessments are carried out, as these are 
tools for organised civil society to monitor the agreement throughout its lifetime. 

 
3.3 Once again calls on the Association Agreement authorities to provide all the institutional 

political, operational and financial support needed by Chilean civil society organisations in 
order to build up their capacity, strength and skills,  to enhance their presence in social and civic 
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dialogue at national level, and maintain operations as a counterpart for European civil society at 
a bilateral level. 

 
3.4 Calls on the authorities responsible for negotiating the texts updating the Association 

Agreement between Chile and the EU to ensure the continuity of the Joint Consultative 
Committee as set out in Article 10 of the current Association Agreement, in its current format 
with the composition that has been determined over the course of nine meetings held to date 
between the EU-Chile Joint Consultative Committee and the European Economic and Social 
Committee. The current Chile-EU JCC should be continued through the new institutional 
framework for civil society that will emerge from the updated agreement between Chile and the 
EU. 
 

3.5 After the years of joint work, notes the healthy state of the Agreement and reiterates the need to 
secure financial support to boost the future of the Agreement with the participation of organised 
civil society as represented by the JCC.   

 
 


