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EU EXTERNAL  
INVESTMENT PLAN 

What is the EU External Investment Plan (EIP)?

EUROPEAN UNION

What’s the state of play with the plan?

The EU is set to fulfil its pledge to provide €4.1 billion.  

        Guarantee Total by 2020: €1.5 billion 

The EU recently allocated €800 million 
from the Guarantee of the European Fund for 
Sustainable Development to support 12 guarantee 
programmes. This is expected to leverage
€8-9 billion of public and private investments. 

        Blending Facilities Total by 2020: €2.6 billion 

Since 2017, the EU has made available €1.6 billion 
for programmes that mix EU grants with loans
(so-called “blending”). This will help to leverage up to 
€14.6 billion in public and private investment. 

The EU’s ambitious EIP will encourage investment 
in Africa and the EU Neighbourhood. It should 
leverage €44 billion of investment through an 
EU input of €4.1 billion. 

The plan will:
• promote growth that benefits all sections of society 
• create jobs and boost sustainable development 
• tackle some of the root causes of irregular migration. 

€44 billion
Expected to mobilise 

in private and public investment 
€4.1 billion of EU input

European Fund for Sustainable Development (EFSD)

Blending
Total available €2.6 billion 
More than half already 
allocated €1.6 billion 

Guarantee
Total available €1.5 billion 
More than half already 
allocated €0.8 billion

Blending
Investments envisaged

€14.6 bn (with an 
input of €1.6 bn

from the EU)

Guarantee
Investment 
envisaged €8-9 bn 
(with an investment 
of €800 million 
from the EU)
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CONTACT

The External Investment Plan Secretariat
European Commission, 41, rue de la Loi/Wetstraat, 1049 Brussels, Belgium

https://ec.europa.eu/external-investment-plan
Email : EC-EIP-EFSD-SECRETARIAT@ec.europa.eu

The External Investment Plan builds on the 
successful “Juncker Plan”, which has triggered 
hundreds of billions of investment within Europe. It 

is adapted to the EU’s partner countries in Africa and the 
EU Neighbourhood. It consists of three pillars:

Financial pillar

The European Fund for Sustainable 
Development (EFSD) is worth €4.1 
billion. It is divided into:
• guarantee operations

(€1.5 billion) and 
• blending programmes

(€2.6 billion)

Technical assistance

This will be significantly stepped 
up and will help beneficiaries to 
develop financially attractive and 
viable projects, thus helping to 
mobilise more investments.

Policy dialogue

The EIP is helping to improve the 
investment climate and business 
environment in our partner 
countries. 

How does the External Investment Plan work?

The global economic crisis has aggravated instability 
and conflict in Africa and countries neighbouring 
the EU. This has reduced their access to finance for 
investment. 

Instability and conflict have also worsened the 
migration crisis, with more people than ever on the 
move in Africa and the EU Neighbourhood. 

The EU now seeks to ensure that the development 
grants it has traditionally provided to these countries 

Why do we need an External Investment Plan? 

are complemented by other sources of finance to reach 
the Sustainable Development Goals - and create jobs 
for people and raise living standards in their countries 
of origin. 

The External Investment Plan is one way to do this. 
It seeks to scale up investment by mobilising private 
resources, especially in fragile states, which currently 
receive only about 6% of the foreign direct investment 
that flows into developing countries. 

What areas do the 12 guarantee programmes cover?

Small companies
3 guarantee tools

including agriculture

Sustainable cities
1 guarantee tool

Sustainable energy
and connectivity
6 guarantee tools

Acces to internet 
and digitalisation

2 guarantee tools


