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I. Strong and independent National Human Rights Institutions and 
their role

National Human Rights Institutions (NHRIs) are a vital part of the
state-level human rights protection system:

- UN Paris Principles (1993) – Status A (compliance)

European Network of National Human Rights Institutions (since
2013, more than 40 NHRIs from across Europe)

2020 FRA Report on NHRIs: Awareness of NHRIS in the EU: Slovenian
Human Rights Ombudsman: 96%, EU-27 average: 68%.

2022 EC Rule of Law Report: Civil society organisations, and
independent authorities such as equality bodies, the Ombudsperson
and National Human Rights Institutions are an indispensable element
in the system of checks and balances in a healthy democracy, and
attempts to restrict their operating space can present a threat to the
rule of law.



I. Approach & experience at national level in 
communicating rule of law/fundamental rights in 
an environment in which they’ve been challenged



Our key  messages to counter the narratives seeking to undermine the 
RoL/fundamental rights in an environment in which they’ve been 
challenged

A. COVID-19 context:

Key political message: To face the epidemic (health crises) with the respect of
certain standards and in a manner which makes adopted measures legitimate.

Promoting general and international legal standards for limitations of fundamental
rights – adopted measures should be: I) proportionate, II) non-discriminatory, III)
necessary to achieve goals, IV) expertly founded, V) adopted transparently and
according to the appropriate procedure (legality), and VI) time-limited.

Promoting the need for post-covid-19 recovery through: I. Elimination of any kind of
discrimination; II. Solving inequality; III. Encouraging collaboration and solidarity;
IV. Promotion of sustainable development.



Our key  messages to counter the narratives seeking to undermine the 
RoL/fundamental rights in an environment in which they’ve been 
challenged

B. General context:

Key political messages: respecting judgments of the Constitutional Court, European
Court of Human Rights, recommendations of independent state institutions and of
international bodies, strengthening independence of independent national
institutions.

Specific issues: fighting hate speech, providing access to information, respecting
freedom of assembly, freedom of speech and media, fighting discrimination and
inequality, especially of vulnerable groups (children, older persons, women, persons
with disabilities, aliens, migrants and intersectional discrimination), independence
of judiciary, including of state prosecutors and Police, Police activities, respect for
good administration, social, economic and cultural rights, environmental rights.



Our approach at the national level

- Annual Reports to the National Assembly, which include several
recommendations to various state institutions and local authorities – a
separate chapter on COVID-19 situation and activities

- Reporting to UN (UPR, treaty-bodies) and Council of Europe (Greta, GREVIO)
bodies on the implementation of the international human rights standers in
Slovenia;

- Reporting to the European Commission on the state of the rule od law in
Slovenia (last year 128, this year 86 new recommendations);

- Public statements, interviews in media, social media (Facebook, Instagram,
You Tube channel); specific cases /stories.

- Analyses on specific pressing issues (like hate-speech), public campaigns,
development od specific tools, participation at conferences, seminars…

- ;



II. Some concrete examples of how we’ve 
communicated fundamental rights and the 
rule of law at the national level



Presentation of the Analysis 
of the Practice in prosecution 
Hate Speech in Slovenia, June 
2021
- Publication
- Zoom event (around 100 participants)
- Follow-up: recommendations in Annual 

Report for 2021, some other meetings are 
planned

- Key message:

Prosecuting inappropriate expressions should
be a last resort, but…

Cooperation between institutions, law
enforcement and judicial bodies and civil
society is essential



Individual communications to the 
United Nations Treaty Bodies

- Ombudsman’s short guide on how and when
it is possible to appeal to UN Treaty-bodies, Feb. 2021

- A free webinar (around 100 participants) - cooperation with UN
OHCHR, Slovenian member of HRC and academia

Key messages: Knowledge of the various channels and methods
of appeal is of paramount importance for the effective protection
of human rights

Follow-up and outreach:
- revised and enhanced guide was published in 2022)
- In July 2022 it has been reported that a communication

against Slovenia (and Croatia) was submitted to the CRC
regarding the rights of a minor migrants



Ombudsman’s Corners 
in Municipalities

- In April 2022 first two Ombudsman’s Corners were
opened in a City Municipality of Kranj and in a
Municipality Pivka.

- The Comer features a stand on which leaflets and
brochures with useful information about the
Ombudsman's work is available to residents,

- We renewed the forms for submitting applications.
- We renewed the information brochure on the work

of the Ombudsman and how to make an application
– also available in Roma, minority and world
languages.

- The aim: to bring the work of the Ombudsman
closer to the people, also through the local level

- The project is on-going, there’s a great interest



Easy Reading – promoting 
access to information for 
people with disabilities

- In November 2021 we issued the
information on the Ombudsman and its
work in an Easy. Reading format.

- In February 2022 the Human Rights
Ombudsman, Peter Svetina, became one of
the Easy Read Ambassadors

- We advocate the public should have access
to information in a form comprehensible to
them.



Campaign on children rights:
If You See Injustice, Use Justice

• Two different posters were sent to all schools in 
Slovenia, libraries, social work centres, institutions, 
CSOs…

• Public address to children by the Ombudsman Mr. 
Peter Svetina (3,5 min) via YouTube and our website –
over 1,600 views

• Communication with primary and secondary schools -
two separate letters with elements for further 
discussions

• Use of social media (Facebook, Twitter, Stories…) 
• We launched a specific child-friendly webpage
• Specific free telephone number and e-mail address
• Cooperation with televisions (RTVSLO – Infodrom –

over 1,200 views on webpage)
• Participation at the Child Parliament (organized by NGO) 
• A long-term project – continues



A National Report on the Human Rights Situation 
of Migrants at the Borders, 2021

- In the context of the ENNHRI project (also for Serbia, France
and in EU context)

- The report covers the Ombudsman's work in the field of
migration over the last three years.

- The report includes the findings of the Ombudsman's visits to
border police stations, of an investigation concerning a
border incident that included a visit to the border police
station, at the Centre for Foreigners and of the NPM's visit to
the Asylum Centre in Ljubljana.

- ENNHRI also made a short video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E2XFojodsE4

- Follow up: advocating a change in the long-standing practice
of placing children involved in return procedures, including
unaccompanied children, in the Postojna Centre for
Foreigners instead of in appropriate institutions, as
prescribed by law.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E2XFojodsE4


III. Promoting the rule of law – Slovenian national 
context in recent years – the role of NHRIs /ENNHRI



ENNHRI Report on the State of the Rule of Law in 
Europe

Reports of NHRIs from 40 
countries – important role of 
ENNHRI in methodology, support.

A Third Report, for EU Member 
States also submitted to the 
European Commission as part of 
the consultation process.

Key Recommendations at 
European and national level.

Encouraging NHRIs, to focus on 
rule of law issues:

• NHRI independence and 
effectiveness

• Checks and balances
• Functioning of justice system
• Corruption
• Human Rights defenders and civil 

society space
• Media freedom, pluralism and 

safety of journalists
• Impact of Covid-19 measures on 

the rule of law
• Structural human rights issues



Our Follow-up to the 2022 EC Rule of Law Report 
and recommendations:

• Promoting further discussions on the report and 

recommendations

• Promoting the implementation of the EC’s 

recommendations – there are 6 specific 

recommendations to Slovenia

• Promoting the implementation of our concrete 

recommendation in our report on the state of the Rule 

of Law in Slovenia 



Thank you for your attention.

simona.drenik-bavdek@varuh-rs.si


