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1. [bookmark: _Toc150179048]
ECONOMIC AND MONETARY UNION, ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COHESION

· Additional considerations on the Euro area economic policy 2023
EN

	Rapporteur
	Manthos MAVROMMATIS (Employers' Group - CY)

	

	References
	Own-initiative opinion

	
	EESC-2023-02523-00-00-AC


Key points

The EESC:
· [bookmark: _Toc150179049]recommends that ECB monetary policy remains constantly adapted to economic data in order to achieve the inflation target of 2% in the medium term and on a solid basis, while managing the risk of overtightening;
· [bookmark: _Toc150179050]supports the coordination of the Member States' fiscal policies with the monetary policy of the ECB in order to achieve a monetary policy that is effectively able to tame inflation within a coherent approach;
· [bookmark: _Toc150179051]underlines that the EU should intensify its path towards a wider diversification of energy supply; 
· [bookmark: _Toc150179052]is concerned about high inflation, and in particular about inflation in the food sector, where competition does not always seem vigorous in some Member States;
· [bookmark: _Toc150179053]observes that the gradual phasing out of the temporary frameworks regarding State Aid, already planned by the Commission, should lead to more targeted measures with improved design, efficiency and affordability in order to preserve the consolidation of the internal market;
· [bookmark: _Toc150179054]stresses that fiscal policies should be appropriately differentiated across the Member States, given the different situations of their public finances;
· [bookmark: _Toc150179055]points out that targeted fiscal measures are needed to support vulnerable people and companies. Sufficient levels of investment in research, development and innovation to increase productivity and drive the growth of the real economy, as well as to maintain competitiveness, should also be duly supported;
· [bookmark: _Toc150179056]stresses that for a reformed economic governance framework to be successful, ownership of the process by the Member States and the effectiveness of the new rules will be decisive;
· [bookmark: _Toc150179057]welcomes the relative resilience of the labour market shown by the most recent data, even though youth unemployment is significant in several Member States and real wages are facing some serious pressure; 
· [bookmark: _Toc150179058]believes that the social partners and governments should negotiate and agree on national income pacts to reduce inflation without undermining investment and growth, and that these pacts should be accompanied by targeted measures to support vulnerable sections of the population;
· [bookmark: _Toc150179059]believes that the efficient implementation of the Recovery and Resilience Facility (RRF) will remain crucial in the remaining period, and calls for a thorough evaluation of the impact of the funded projects to ensure that they align with long-term goals and are actually able to contribute to recovery and resilience;
· [bookmark: _Toc150179060]encourages both the ECB and national governments to roll out alternative support measures and appropriate initiatives, other than interest rates changes, to put inflation on a downward path as soon as possible;
· [bookmark: _Toc150179061]expresses its apprehension about the state of the euro-area economy after the September ECB interest rate increases, pointing out that, based on the current economic fundamentals, further increases should be avoided. The challenge now for all policy-makers becomes determining how soon it will be possible to put interest rates on a downward path.

	Contact
	Krisztina Perlaky-Toth

	Tel.
	+32 25469740

	Email
	Krisztina.PerlakyToth@eesc.europa.eu




· Environmental, social and governance ratings


	Rapporteur
	Krzysztof BALON (Civil Society Organisations' Group - PL)

	Co-rapporteur
	Andrea MONE (Workers' Group - IT)

	

	References
	COM(2023) 314 final

	
	EESC- 2023-03268-00-00-AC



Key points

The EESC:
· fully supports the proposal of the Commission to regulate for the first time environmental, social and governance (ESG) ratings in order to facilitate their contribution to the transition to a climate-neutral economy, a legislative proposal it has called for previously; 
· recommends further clarifying the definitions of "ESG rating" and "ESG rating providers" by adding the element of regular commercial basis, in order to avoid civil society organisations (CSOs) producing scoreboards as a non-major and non-profit activity, as well as academic research and journalistic work, unintentionally falling under the scope of the Regulation; 
· welcomes the transparency provisions proposed by the Commission and recommends increasing the share of information to be provided to the general public rather than exclusively to the rated entities and ratings users, and suggests that similar provisions be applied to ESG data providers;
· welcomes the proposed introduction of an authorisation process and organisational requirements; 
· believes that minimum requirements on the quality of the ratings should be included in order to prevent greenwashing, "social-washing" and other types of misinformation; 
· believes that mandatory inclusion of double materiality should be part of these minimum quality requirements for ESG ratings; 
· believes that the present Regulation should assist in leading ESG rating market to maturity by fostering reliable information and raising standards through regulated competition between ratings providers;
· calls on the legislator to adopt solutions that encourage financial market players to factor in just transition requirements, making the complementarity of environmental and social objectives explicit;
· recommends further strengthening the rules on conflicts of interest by separating activities at group level and by empowering the European Securities and Markets Authority (ESMA) to effectively put an end to conflicts of interest;
· suggests only allowing access to third country ESG rating providers in the EU single market through equivalence decisions and endorsement of an EU-based ESG rating provider, in order to prevent regulatory arbitrage; 
· calls on the co-legislators to ensure a level EU playing-field so that small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), social economy enterprises, and providers of services of general interest (SGIs) get fair treatment in ESG ratings;
· reiterates the need to start a political process in view to establishing a public EU sustainability agency that could provide ESG ratings for the benefit of the single market.

	Contact
	Gerald Klec 

	Tel.
	+32 25469909

	Email
	Gerald.Klec@eesc.europa.eu





· Next generation of own resources

	Rapporteur
	Katrīna ZARIŅA (Employers' Group - LV)

	Co-rapporteur
	Philip VON BROCKDORFF (Workers' Group - MT)

	

	References 
	COM(2023) 330 final, COM(2023) 331 final

	
	EESC-2023-03197-00-00-AC


Key points

The EESC:
· acknowledges the Commission's efforts to propose new own resources and guarantee a solid and sustainable EU budget;
· supports the Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) 2021-2027 mid-term review proposal to progressively increase the ratio of EU own resources to Member States' GNI-based revenue; 
· also broadly supports the European Commission's adjusted package for the next generation of own resources, understanding its temporary nature and on the basis that it is limited to the repayment of the appropriations used to finance NextGenerationEU;
· calls on the European Parliament and the Council of the EU to adopt an adjusted package for the next generation of own resources before the end of the current political term of office;
· finds that the issue of EU own resources and budgetary capacities has not received the visibility needed to address all its aspects. An in-depth but time-bound debate involving the social partners and civil society organisations should take place without delay and in accordance with the next term of office of the EU institutions;
· largely supports the proposals for own resources put forward by the European Parliament on 10 May 2023;
· acknowledges the need and urgency to add adjustments to the already proposed new own resources and put forward new additional own resources; 
· reiterates the need for a structural modernisation of the own resources system, which should support digital, environmental, and sustainable economic growth objectives;
· finds that the share of the revenue from the Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS) that goes to the EU budget should be subject to rigorous assessment and consensus between the Commission and the Member States;
· recognises that the potential impact of the proposed new statistical own resource on company profits on the competitiveness of businesses, including a possible review of national corporate tax policies, should be properly assessed and that the administrative burden, for public administrations and companies, should be kept to a minimum; 
· recognises that, overall, the temporary statistical own resource could contribute to financing NextGenerationEU until the implementation of the "Business in Europe: Framework for Income Taxation (BEFIT)" mechanism. 

	Contact
	Gerald Klec 

	Tel.
	+32 25469909

	Email
	Gerald.Klec@eesc.europa.eu


· Additional considerations on the Annual Sustainable Growth Survey 2023

	Rapporteur:
	Konstantinos DIAMANTOUROS (Employers' Group - EL) 

	Co-rapporteur:
	Javier DOZ ORRIT (Workers' Group - ES)



	References
	Own-initiative opinion
EESC-2023-02008-00-00-AC-TRA


Key points
The EESC: 
· believes that monetary policy in the coming months should take care to strike the right balance between the need to continue to reduce inflation and the need to avoid excessively stalling growth and to contribute to public debt reduction plans; 
· is convinced that, in view of the persistent inflation, the social partners and governments should negotiate and agree on national income pacts to reduce inflation without undermining investment and growth, and that these pacts should be accompanied by targeted measures to support the vulnerable parts of the population;
· supports the EC proposal, included in the legislative package on the reform of the EU's economic governance framework, which seeks to establish differentiated national paths to ensure sustainable public finances through fiscal and structural plans based on compromises negotiated between European and national authorities, and nevertheless considers that national ownership of these commitments requires greater involvement of national parliaments and local and regional authorities, as well as the participation of the social partners and civil society organisations in formal consultation processes;
· welcomes the fact that the eurozone banking system has proven to be resilient in the wake of the recent financial turmoil in the USA and in Crédit Suisse and, at the same time, expresses its concern regarding the fact that approximately 18% of banking assets in the eurozone are not currently supervised by the Single Supervisory Mechanism;
· welcomes, in view of the EU's deteriorating global competitiveness, the Green Deal Industrial Plan, which seeks to speed up the permitting process for a certain set of technologies crucial for the green transition. While this is a step in the right direction, the EESC believes that the fast-track procedure should not focus solely on specific technologies (and therefore indirectly pick winners) but should apply to all sectors of the economy; 
· acknowledges, concerning the relaxation of state aid rules, its political necessity in the short run with a view to preserving strategic industrial investments in the EU, but is convinced that it represents a threat to the internal market. As such, it regrets that the EC did not propose a European Sovereignty Fund in its latest mid-term review of the Multiannual Financial Framework.

	Contact
	Colombe Grégoire

	Tel.
	+32 25469286

	Email
	Colombe.Gregoire@eesc.europa.eu 




2. [bookmark: _Toc150179062]	EMPLOYMENT, SOCIAL AFFAIRS AND CITIZENSHIP

· Recognition of professional qualifications of nurses trained in Romania

	References
	Category C opinion
COM(2023) 502 final

	
	EESC-2023-04234-00-00-AC



Key points:

Since the Committee endorses the content of the proposal and feels that it requires no comment on its part, it decided to issue an opinion endorsing the proposed text.

	Contact
	Ana Dumitrache

	Tel.
	Tel.: +32 25468131

	Email
	Ana.Dumitrache@eesc.europa.eu



1. 

· The impact of education on wages and labour productivity


	Rapporteur
	Linda ROMELE (Workers' Group - LV)

	References
	Own initiative opinion

	
	EESC-2023-01972-00-00-AC


Key points

The EESC:
· calls for an action plan to properly implement the European Skills Agenda and its twelve proposed actions; 
· believes that tackling the skills-related challenges will require significant political efforts and systemic reforms in education and training and smart investments in human capital from both public and private sources; social partners, education providers and CSOs should work more together to design skills strategies that best respond to the needs of the labour market and society in general; 
· points at the importance of improving EU and Member State initiatives regarding employee training in the workplace and creating the right incentives for employers to continue investing in the training of their workforce, with the involvement of social partners; 
· points at the opportunities afforded by individual learning accounts (ILAs) to engage in training, and at the importance of providing information on such accounts and how they can be accessed; ILAs and similar financial systems need to support access to recognised and validated training courses and allow workers to participate in processes to have their skills and work experience validated; 
· reiterates that the role and profile of Vocational Education and Training (VET) should continue to be strengthened for the further development of dual systems which train people also in basic, transversal and STEM skills;
· underlines the importance of social partners in promoting the involvement of adults in education and training; points however at the lack of structured social dialogue especially in non-formal education, and at the fact that in some countries educators are mostly self-employed, some with inappropriate working conditions and without the possibility to unionise;
· highlights the role of CSOs in delivering and promoting non-formal education, particularly among youth organisations but also in reaching those who are hard to reach; 
· believes that lifelong learning community centres could be a beneficial instrument, and should be promoted and funded across Europe using available EU and national financial instruments;
· believes that small and medium-sized companies should be given consideration, as they have fewer opportunities to educate their employees; opportunities available with the support of EU structural funds must be better mainstreamed across Europe, better communicated to SMEs and better exploited;
· believes that further research is needed on how to achieve even greater growth of industries based on investments in skills and knowledge.

	Contact
	Sabrina Borg

	Tel.
	+32 25469727

	Email
	Sabrina.Borg@eesc.europa.eu





· Digital skills and education package

	Rapporteurs:
	Milena ANGELOVA (Employers' Group - BG)
Tatjana BABRAUSKIENĖ (Workers' Group - LT)
Justyna Kalina OCHĘDZAN (Civil Society Organisations' Group - PL)

	

	Reference: 
	Exploratory opinion requested by the Belgian Presidency of the Council
COM(2023) 205 final
COM(2023) 206 final

	
	EESC-2023-02515-00-00-AC



Key points

The EESC:
· supports the Commission and the upcoming Belgian Presidency's commitment to safeguard digital inclusion for all; highlights the importance of promoting lifelong learning and ensuring that all individuals have access to quality and inclusive lifelong learning at every stage of their career and life;
· recommends the Commission to support Member States in launching large-scale information campaigns on digital learning opportunities to reach all individuals, and to allocate dedicated funding and resources to support the digitalisation of VET and adult learning;
· recommends the Commission to encourage Member States to focus on equal access to digital education and training and digital tools, amongst which by ensuring access for learners and teachers with disabilities, eliminating urban-rural and other geographical divides and eliminating bias in algorithms; action by social partners and CSOs aimed at improving digital skills, eliminating digital exclusion and closing the digital gap in society should be supported by improved access to EU and national funding;
· underlines that digitalisation in schools needs to ensure the social interaction of learners and teachers/trainers, to help learners improve key competences, particularly social competences;
· calls for solutions to increase motivation and access to online training, with the support of training accounts and vouchers for job seekers and those in need of up- and reskilling, by providing quality career guidance and guaranteeing recognition of training courses; 
· points at the need to provide teachers, trainers and school heads with a broader access to high-quality and relevant continuous professional development on digital skills and competences, curricula development and assessment, AI and IT skills; points at the need to tackle teacher shortages and to take measures to make the teaching profession more attractive;
· underlines the importance of developing knowledge and skills on AI in order to avoid digital gaps and to strengthen the EU's competitiveness. 

	Contact
	Sabrina Borg

	Tel.
	+32 25469727

	Email
	Sabrina.Borg@eesc.europa.eu




· Update of the anti-corruption legislative framework
	Rapporteur:
	José Antonio MORENO DÍAZ (Workers' group - ES)

	Co-rapporteur:
	João NABAIS (Civil Society Organisations' Group - PT)

	

	Reference: 
	COM(2023) 234 final 

	
	EESC-2023-02769-00-00-AC-TRA



Key points:

The EESC:
· suggests extending the legal basis of the Directive to include Articles 84 and 87 TFEU, on preventive measures and police cooperation;
· suggests to accompany this initiative with a parallel legal framework addressing the Union legal system in a binding way, as the obligations of the UN Convention against Corruption (UNCAC) apply equally to all contracting parties;
· considers the adoption of a Council decision to extend the competences of the EU Public Prosecutor's Office (EPPO) to corruption, including when the Union's financial interests are not involved;
· believes that the definition of "public officials" should be formulated in more details;
· believes that the Directive should introduce obligations for Member States to adopt rules in a number of areas, such as keeping records of all accesses to elected and government officials, strengthening post-mandate bans to curb pantouflage, adopting codes of conduct and a legal framework on lobbying, establishing a system of incompatibility as well as financial disclosures and registration of assets for members of the legislative, executive and judiciary systems. Similar rules could apply to EU institutions, bodies and agencies regarding conflict of interest;
· underlines the importance that Member States have in place or adopt appropriate procedures and practices for the recruitment of public servants and funding of political parties;
· notes that the European Commission could consider creating an independent corruption prevention authority, to comply with Article 6 of the UNCAC;
· suggests that the Member States could provide special speedy procedures to administer criminal justice for corruption crimes as well as specific forms of mutual legal assistance;
· suggests that the Member States create rules for preventive seizure and freezing of assets, to guarantee the loss of advantage resulting from acts of corruption, including refunds and compensation for victims;
· believes that "trading in influence" should be strictly defined and clear parameters for the corresponding offences should be contemplated, in order to fight inappropriate private influence;
· points out that referring to "legal persons" in Article 2(7) excludes the possibility of legal liability for entities that have no legal personality.

	Contact
	Alessia Cova

	Tel.
	+32 25469426

	Email
	Alessia.Cova@eesc.europa.eu


3. [bookmark: _Toc150179063][bookmark: _Toc150179064]SINGLE MARKET, PRODUCTION AND CONSUMPTION

· Pharmaceutical package

	Rapporteur
	Martin SCHAFFENRATH (Civil Society Organisations' Group - AT)

	

	References
	COM(2023) 190 final
COM(2023) 191 final
COM(2023) 192 final
COM(2023) 193 final

	
	EESC-2023-01968-00-00-AC



Key points

The EESC:
· supports the aim to improve the availability and accessibility of affordable medicines and boost the competitiveness as well as attractiveness of the EU pharmaceutical industry;
· notes that affordability and access continue to be key challenges. Points out that different models of joint purchasing of medicines have improved access to treatment;
· recalls the need for closer cooperation between the European Medicines Agency and national authorities in the context of the scientific evaluation of medicines;
· supports the push for greater transparency across the complex authorisation process;
· believes that in addition to effective measures to reduce the use of antibiotics, the focus must be on alternative incentive models throughout the R&D cycle;
· stresses that orphan medicinal product status should not be used for unreasonable price demands and that consideration should be given to a regular re-evaluation of the criteria;
· calls for a preliminary assessment on the possibility of setting up a special EU-level fund in order to ensure access to treatment for all patients suffering from rare diseases in the EU;
· considers that, in order to mitigate dependencies, there should be appropriate incentives to favour already existing pharmaceutical manufacturers in the EU and encourage the relocation of production from third countries. Advocates the establishment of a European contingency reserve of medicines of strategic importance;
· regrets that the proposal does not introduce any real obligation for manufacturers to build up safety stocks of active pharmaceutical ingredients for critical medicines;
· sees a need for the establishment of a pan-European R&D and innovation infrastructure.

	Contact
	Radoslava Stefankova

	Tel.
	+32 25468188

	Email
	Radoslava.Stefankova@eesc.europa.eu






· Modern business responsibility - avenues for elevating MSMEs ability for successful transformation

	Rapporteurs:
	Milena ANGELOVA (Employers' Group - BG)
Rudolf KOLBE (Workers' Group – AT)
Ferre WYCKMANS (Civil Society Organisations' Group - BE)

	

	Reference: 
	Own-initiative opinion

	
	EESC-2023-01160-00-00-AC



Key points

The EESC:
· believes that MSMEs need a great deal of support and encouragement to manage the broad entirety of business responsibility. Business organisations in all their forms play an important role in awareness-raising. To ensure the necessary skills and competences, learning/training alliances of MSMEs must be promoted and facilitated, and cooperation must be enhanced between labour market institutions, social partners, professional chambers and associations, and various training entities and CSOs;
· encourages the European Commission (EC), in cooperation with Member States and business support organisations, to constantly raise awareness of the benefits of responsible performance and to maintain and update a collection of good practices of business responsibility in MSMEs;
· calls for simple and practical tools such as checklists, templates and calculators, and alternative scenario analysis to be developed and provided for MSMEs to enhance and help develop their operations and to report on their responsibility commitments and achievements;
· considers it crucial to ensure that the overall policy framework is supportive for MSMEs and avoids complicated requirements – met by MSMEs either directly or through value chains - which may divert resources away from concrete, grass-root level business responsibility measures and result in the “externalisation” of business responsibility in MSMEs;
· welcomes the intention of the EC to launch a public consultation before the end of the year on a non-financial reporting standard applicable to MSMEs on a voluntary basis with the view to adopt it in 2024 and calls for it to be clear and simple, in line with the principle embedded in SME Relief package.

	Contact:
	Dalila Bernard

	Tel.:
	+32 25468438

	Email:
	Dalila.Bernard@eesc.europa.eu




· Retail investment package

	Rapporteur
Co-rapporteur
	Kęstutis KUPŠYS (Civil Society Organisations' Group - LT)
Wautier ROBYNS DE SCHNEIDAUER (Employers' Group - BE)

	

	References
	COM(2023) 278 final
COM(2023) 279 final

	
	EESC-2023-002682-00-00-AC


Key points

The EESC:
· takes note of the Commission's decision not to propose a full ban on inducements, however, it welcomes the explicit Commission statements that there are potential conflicts of interest in the sales and distribution models for investment products, while standalone financial advice and financial planning services are largely unavailable to most consumers in the EU, and therefore most consumers only have access to advisors who advise on the products that they sell;
· points out that there is already an independent advice gap for consumers who are shying away from investing in financial markets as they would like to use investment products that provide a more stable investment return; proposes to extend the review period to three years of effective application to assess the results of market application;
· regrets that the complexity of products is increased by benchmarks and new warnings for "particularly risky investments" instead of more structural design-related measures; recommends that the idea of "basic products" such as basic bank accounts and compulsory motor vehicle liability insurance would apply to mainstream retail financial (investment) products;
· welcomes the Commission proposal to align ongoing training requirements under IDD to MiFID and codify the related European Securities and Markets Authority (ESMA) Guidelines, defining a minimum training requirement, including on sustainability, for sales intermediaries, which should be further expanded up to at least 35 hours per year;
· recommends providing guidance to product manufacturers on how to measure and disclose the actual sustainability impact instead of only green capital expenditure, as this is often how retail consumers interpret sustainability; recommends making sustainable products the default option through an opt-out rather than an opt-in;
· welcomes the Commission proposal to harmonise disclosure requirements; nevertheless, regrets that disclosure rules for insurance-based products remain subject to a different regime instead of being fully integrated into the PRIIPs framework; recommends that co-legislators build on the Commission proposal during the next legislative cycle and align all disclosure rules for insurance-based products to PRIIPs. 

	Contact
	Dalila Bernard

	Tel.
	+32 254684 38

	Email
	Dalila.Bernard@eesc.europa.eu





· Social economy package

	Rapporteur
	Giuseppe GUERINI (Civil Society Organisations Group - IT)

	Co- rapporteur
	Carole DESIANO (Workers' Group - FR)

	

	References
	COM(2023) 316 final 

	
	EESC-2023-03192-00-00-AC



Key points

The EESC:
· welcomes and fully supports the European Commission's proposal for a recommendation to the Member States with regard to supporting national social economy ecosystems. It suggests that the Council approve it without delay so that it can be fully implemented in the Member States; 
· recommends that the Commission and the Member States make use of the expertise of national statistics offices and Eurostat to establish an authoritative and regularly updated database on the size and distribution of social economy entities;
· points to the need to include study of the social economy in education and training programmes at all levels, and calls for measures to be taken to develop national competence centres for training in the social economy in the EU Member States;
· proposes that the recommendation to the Member States take into account the provisions of the European industrial strategy relating to the "proximity and social economy ecosystem", and call on the Member States to include the social economy in their industrial policies at national level;
· encourages the Member States and the European Commission to recognise the role of social economy organisations in social dialogue;
· calls for the adoption of socially responsible and innovative solutions in the field of public procurement, with the aim of removing obstacles that make it difficult for social economy enterprises to participate in the public procurement market, and recommends introducing criteria that reward the social impact created, as well as territorial proximity criteria;
· recommends that the Commission and the Member States roll out support measures to enable social economy entities to equip themselves with appropriate tools to measure their social impact;
· recommends that the EU institutions and the Member States foster tax systems that support the social economy by simplifying the administrative requirements involved and by considering introducing appropriate tax measures that recognise its public interest function.

	Contact
	Dalila Bernard

	Tel.
	+32 25468438

	Email
	Dalila.Bernard@eesc.europa.eu 




· A way forward for the deepening of the single market through digitalisation

	Rapporteur
	Mira-Maria DANISMAN, (Employers' Group - FI)

	

	References
	Own-initiative opinion

	
	EESC-2023-02058-00-00-AC


Key points

The EESC:
· stresses the need for digitalisation to take place in an economically, socially and environmentally sustainable way, by paying attention to the prevention of harmful environmental impacts of digitalisation and the digital divides regarding access to infrastructure and skills;
· highlights the importance of intensive investment in digital infrastructure, research and innovation, and skills development, all of which are key enabling factors of digitalisation;
· highlights the importance of ensuring a well-functioning single market in data, as it is a prerequisite for enhancing the other four freedoms through digitalisation;
· considers that the digitalisation of information through initiatives like the "digital product passports" can further contribute to the free movement of goods in the single market, while ensuring the protection of trade secrets and intellectual property rights;
· calls for action to overcome existing barriers to e-commerce in the single market, e.g. through enforcing the EU's rules on geo-blocking;
· suggests that the withdrawn Commission proposal for a "services e-card", aimed at helping service providers to operate across borders, should be put back on the agenda;
· urges the introduction of secure and standardised digital identification systems, such as eID-cards, in order to provide EU citizens, residents and businesses with a secure means of digital identification;
· calls for the development and scaling up of initiatives in the sphere of digitalisation of social security and labour mobility and encourages the introduction of initiatives such as the European Social Security Pass;
· invites EU institutions to further harmonise the regulation of digital financial services and increase innovation funding for digital solutions, in order to boost FinTech applications.

	Contact
	Marco Manfroni

	Tel.
	+ 32 25469140

	Email
	Marco.Manfroni@eesc.europa.eu





· Strengthening MSMEs’ financial resilience / second chance for entrepreneurs

	Rapporteur 
	Mira-Maria DANISMAN (Employers' Group - FI)

	

	References
	Own-initiative opinion

	
	EESC-2023-00998-00-00-AC



Key points

The EESC:
· expresses serious concern over the low MSME investment rates and the weakened ability of MSMEs to finance innovation and the green and digital transitions;
· believes that sufficient funds via the InvestEU SME window need to be ensured. Also, more EU regional funds should be directed to MSME activities. To ease MSMEs' access to EU funds, the EESC has previously suggested introducing a single-page application process for SMEs;
· welcomes the planned revision of the Late Payments Directive and encourages the EU legislators to ensure a speedy adoption;
· is of the opinion that the EU must encourage the development and take-up of digital tools based on data analytics, AI and machine learning to enhance the early detection of MSMEs' financial distress;
· EESC emphasises the importance of effectively monitoring the implementation of the recent Directive on restructuring and insolvency;
· asks the Commission to conduct a thorough assessment of the existing barriers to second chances that European entrepreneurs encounter following a business failure;
· supports the European Commission's plan to reduce SMEs' reporting obligations by 25% and suggests setting more ambitious targets going forward, with regular monitoring and evaluation;
· raises concerns about the additional compliance costs arising from national "gold-plating" practices, which not only burden MSMEs but also create unfair competition within the Single Market; 
· calls for support for MSMEs' internationalisation and access to foreign markets to enable them to diversify their supply, ensure higher liquidity and participate in global trade;
· believes that business transfers play a crucial role in ensuring business continuity and resilience and calls for EU action to facilitate business transfers in Europe. 

	Contact
	Dalila Bernard

	Tel.
	+32 25468438

	Email
	Dalila.Bernard@eesc.europa.eu 





· Report on Competition Policy 2022

	Rapporteur 
	Paulo BARROS VALE (Employers' Group - PT)

	

	References
	COM(2023) 184 final

	
	EESC-2023-02810-00-00-AC



Key points

The EESC:
· stresses the need for the Commission to extend its competition action to cover realities originating outside the EU, that impact on fair and healthy competition vis-à-vis European businesses and on compliance with the rules to which they are subject. The Commission's action on foreign subsidies constitutes a first step and is welcomed by the EESC, but this needs to be extended to other areas;
· recommends that the Commission assess the distortions of competition that have arisen through the implementation of the COVID-19 State Aid Temporary Framework, together with other European funds. The Commission should urge the Member States to correct the mistakes, precipitous measures and unequal treatment that have occurred and that, while understandable in an unprecedented state of emergency, can and should now be corrected in order to restore the level playing-field – and thereby competition – for businesses operating in the same market that were treated unequally during that period;
· calls for constant support and monitoring of different markets as part of antitrust policy. All markets should be open and competitive, in the interests of all, economic operators and consumers, which, in an inflationary period like the one we are currently witnessing, is all the more important in order to allow supply chains to function properly;
· calls on the Commission to use State aid rules to support the green and digital transition. While State aid can play an important role in this transition, when temporarily relaxing EU State aid rules, the EU must find the right balance to avoid a subsidy race and preserve a level playing field within the Single Market The granting of State aid should have at its origin the contractualisation of strict targets which, if not achieved, mean that, based on clear rules, any benefit received could be returned.

	Contact
	Silvia Staffa

	Tel.
	+32 254 68378

	Email
	Silvia.Staffa@eesc.europa.eu





· Competitiveness and Industry

	Rapporteur
	Andrés BARCELÓ DELGADO (Employers' Group - ES)

	Corapporteur
	Angelo PAGLIARA (Workers' Group - IT)

	References
	Exploratory opinion requested by the Belgian Presidency of the Council

	
	EESC-2023-02448-00-00-AC


Key points

The EESC:
· recommends establishing coordinated and pro-active governance of industrial policies across Member States. The quality of public administration and a growth-enhancing regulatory framework (cutting red tape, simplified procedures, fighting corruption, setting standards for new products/markets) are crucial for industrial competitiveness;
· stresses the need to further deepen of the single market. The single market must remain the greatest asset for European industry. This also means avoiding the risk of being broken up by diverging State aid initiatives;
· recommends addressing the skills and ageing challenge. The EU needs a competent industrial 4.0 workforce, which means dealing with labour market shortages and developing overall and digital skills at all levels of the workforce;
· underlines that developing modern, interoperable and strategic European infrastructure is key for building a smart, competitive, green and resilient industry.

	Contact
	Silvia Staffa

	Tel.
	+ 32 25468378

	Email
	Silvia.Staffa@eesc.europa.eu




4. [bookmark: _Toc150179065][bookmark: _Hlk145944317]AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOPMENT AND THE ENVIRONMENT

· Revised monitoring framework for the circular economy

	Rapporteur
	Cillian LOHAN (Civil Society Organisations' Group - IE)

	

	References
	COM(2023) 306 final

	
	EESC-2023-03270-00-00-AC



Key points

The EESC:
· [bookmark: _Toc150179066][bookmark: _Toc150179067]welcomes and underlines the importance of the new Monitoring Framework for effective and practical implementation ensuring that Circular Economy monitoring continues to move in the right direction;
· [bookmark: _Toc150179068]regrets that the EESC as well as existing active networks notably the European Circular Economy Stakeholder Platform were not included in the design phase of this new Monitoring Framework;
· [bookmark: _Toc149659610][bookmark: _Toc149659708][bookmark: _Toc150179069][bookmark: _Toc150179070]recommends to monitor circular business models (reuse, repair, refurbishment, second hand platforms) and measure the size of the market;
· [bookmark: _Toc149659612][bookmark: _Toc149659710][bookmark: _Toc150179071][bookmark: _Toc150179072]highlights that the social aspect is not sufficiently monitored, and proposes to include social indicators that reflect access and affordability, human development, ethical and fair trade, health and safety, consumer behaviour;
· [bookmark: _Toc149659614][bookmark: _Toc149659712][bookmark: _Toc150179073][bookmark: _Toc150179074]recommends to include indicators that reflect the efforts of SMEs, the human capital component and to break down employment according to gender, age, salary etc.
· [bookmark: _Toc149659616][bookmark: _Toc149659714][bookmark: _Toc150179075][bookmark: _Toc150179076]suggests to include other types of linear waste such as pollutants in soil, air and water;
· [bookmark: _Toc149659618][bookmark: _Toc149659716][bookmark: _Toc150179077][bookmark: _Toc150179078]suggests to establish a new website, mapping out the goals and targets and performance as this would useful to stimulate action and drive for achieving such targets;
· [bookmark: _Toc149659620][bookmark: _Toc149659718][bookmark: _Toc150179079][bookmark: _Toc150179080]highlights that the Circular Economy is a practical way of generating prosperity and wealth, in the context of a well-being economy. Therefore, monitoring should be linked to SDGs.

	Contact
	Caroline Verhelst

	Tel.
	+32 25469497

	Email
	Caroline.Verhelst@eesc.europa.eu





· 	EU and Agenda 2030: strengthening the implementation of the SDGs

	Rapporteur
	Maria NIKOLOPOULOU (Workers' Group - ES)

	Co-rapporteur
	Antje GERSTEIN (Employers' Group - DE)

	

	References
	Exploratory opinion requested by the Spanish Presidency

	
	EESC-2023-02359-00-00-AC



Key points

The EESC:
· [bookmark: _Toc150179081]reiterates that, despite the fact that the Commission considers the SDGs a key part of the political guidelines, the EU needs an integrated, comprehensive strategy with ambitious long-term goals and plans, in order to accelerate progress on the SDGs at the European and global level. Instead of addressing the goals separately, the EU should adopt a holistic approach to reduce the complexity of its policies and instruments for sustainable development;
· [bookmark: _Toc149659623][bookmark: _Toc149659721][bookmark: _Toc150179082][bookmark: _Toc150179083]emphasises that the Commission needs to make a long-term political commitment, which has to go beyond this term of office. It must commit to involving stakeholders at an early stage in designing and setting the agenda, to ensuring that the other institutions are represented, and to providing appropriate resources to ensure meaningful and inclusive civil society organisation participation. The SDGs have to be a long-term commitment even beyond 2030;
· [bookmark: _Toc150179084]stresses the need to engage civil society, the public and private sectors, academia, and youth and women's organisations in the implementation of the SDGs. Given the recent positive outcome of the EESC as a facilitator in reflecting the view of civil society organisations in the EU Voluntary Review, we urge the Commission to build with the EESC a convening space for regular and structured civil society dialogue with the participation of companies, trade unions and civil society organisations that work on the ground;
· [bookmark: _Toc149659626][bookmark: _Toc149659724][bookmark: _Toc150179085][bookmark: _Toc150179086]believes that other key enablers in accelerating SGD implementation are societal acceptance by proportionately sharing the costs and benefits of the transition, a proactive communication strategy against the anti-2030 agenda, further investments and alignment of the SDGs with the European Semester, multilateralism and building a strong SDG/Green Deal Diplomacy. The cost of the transition should not be unbearable for companies, workers or the rest of society.

	Contact
	Judit Carreras Garcia

	Tel.
	+32 25468421

	Email
	Judit.CarrerasGarcia@eesc.europa.eu





· 	Soil health law

	Rapporteur
	Arnold PUECH D'ALISSAC (Employers' Group - FR)

	

	References
	COM(2023) 416 final

	
	EESC-2023-03275-00-00-AC




Key points:
The EESC:

· supports the establishment of a robust soil monitoring framework for all soils in the EU to ensure and maintain their good health. However, it emphasizes that financial resources from environmental funds are crucial to achieving the goal of ensuring healthy European soils by 2050;
· has concerns about the methodology and criteria used to assess soil health, particularly the criteria determined at the discretion of Member States, which may lead to distortions of competition. Harmonization of these criteria is recommended to maintain consistency;
· suggests that the definition of good soil health proposed by the European Commission is too restrictive and recommends a multi-criteria rating system to more accurately assess soil health, rather than considering soil in poor health if it fails to meet any single criterion.

	Contact
	Anna Cameron/Gaia Bottoni

	Tel.
	+32 25468228 - +32 25469447

	Email
	Anna.Cameron@eesc.europa.eu 
Gaia.Bottoni@eesc.europa.eu 





· Revision of the Mercury Regulation

	Rapporteur
	Jarmila DUBRAVSKÁ (Civil society Organisations' Group - CZ)

	

	References
	COM(2023) 395 final

	
	EESC-2023-03740-00-00-AC



Key points

The EESC:
· [bookmark: _Toc150179087]welcomes the Commission's proposal which targets the last intentional remaining uses of mercury in the EU, in order to safeguard the health and life of EU citizens and protect the environment;
· [bookmark: _Toc150179088]fully endorses the ban on dental amalgam to enter into effect on 1 January 2025 and calls for introducing a strict ban without any exceptions as there are many alternatives which do not contain mercury;
· [bookmark: _Toc150179089]considers that phasing out amalgam, with no exceptions, will send an important signal to national healthcare systems to cover only filling materials which do not contain the toxic amalgam;
· [bookmark: _Toc150179090]recommends that the Commission identify ways and means of financing safe, environmentally-friendly alternatives so that financial compensation for these alternatives can be incorporated into the rules of individual health insurance companies;
· [bookmark: _Toc150179091]points out that in case exceptions to the proposed ban of dental amalgam will remain, it is essential to ensure a level playing field for all parties. Continued manufacture of amalgam within the EU will need to be authorised if dental amalgam remains in use, even if only to a limited extent, so that the competitiveness of EU companies is maintained 	and measures are taken to ensure oversight of the manufacturing and quality of the amalgam supplied;
· [bookmark: _Toc150179092]stresses the importance to involve the whole of society, including health insurance companies if the EU Chemicals Strategy for Sustainability and the Zero Pollution Action Plan are to be successful;
· [bookmark: _Toc150179093]recommends that steps be taken to pick up the pace as regards to research into suitable alternatives to mercury-containing products;
· [bookmark: _Toc150179094]regrets that no ban has been implemented to date on products deemed essential for civil protection and military uses and which continue to use mercury;
· [bookmark: _Toc150179095]calls on the Commission to begin work on banning the manufacturing and use of mercury-containing products for military use at global level. This can help protect the environment and, most importantly, promote world peace.

	Contact
	Ulrike Meissner

	Tel.
	+32 25469466

	Email
	Ulrike.Meissner@eesc.europa.eu




· 	Revision of the EU waste framework Directive

	Rapporteur
	Zsolt KÜKEDI (Civil Society Organisations' Group - HU)

	

	References
	COM(2023) 420 final

	
	EESC-2023-03281-00-00-AC



Key points:

The EESC:
· [bookmark: _Toc150179096]welcomes the revision of the Waste Framework Directive (WFD) and the application of the polluter-pays principle via extended producer responsibility (EPR) schemes; 
· [bookmark: _Toc150179097]proposes that the European Circular Economy Stakeholder Platform be consulted in order to align the policies with the current agenda and goals set by the EU for its Member States; 
· [bookmark: _Toc150179098]supports the mandatory introduction of an extended producer responsibility scheme for textile products, so that the uniform producer responsibility scheme substantially impacts the placing on the market, repair and reuse of durable and high-quality textiles;
· [bookmark: _Toc150179099]suggests reconsidering the position whereby the protection of micro-enterprises takes precedence over the polluter-pays principle;
· [bookmark: _Toc150179100]supports the proposed requirement for NUTS 2 level surveys on textile waste – and proposes that a common methodology be established, to have the same rules at Member State level – whereby mixed municipal waste should be used to determine the amount of waste textiles and footwear, and proposes a territorial breakdown of the data currently available;
· advocates that the role and contribution of consumer organisations in combating food waste through consumer information and education be recognised;
· suggests that composting be considered a natural cycle. Organic waste is also generated in our homes; on average, it makes up a third of household waste;
· emphasises that the shipment of waste from Europe to non-European countries for the purpose of landfilling must be prohibited. This can involve food or textile products, but also the packaging they usually use;
· calls attention in relation to food waste prevention to the fact that mandatory targets on primary production will be important in the future.

	Contact
	Myrto Kolyva, Caroline Verhelst

	Tel.
	+32 25468718, +32 25469497

	Email
	Myrto.Kolyva@eesc.europa.eu, Caroline.Verhelst@eesc.europa.eu





· Plants produced by new genomic techniques


	Rapporteur
	Arnaud SCHWARTZ (Civil Society Organisations' Group - FR)

	

	References
	COM(2023) 411 final
EESC-2023-03330-00-00-AC



Key points

The EESC:
· [bookmark: _Toc150179101]welcomes the Commission's intention to lay the groundwork for accelerating plant breeding processes and providing EU farmers with resilient plant varieties to meet the ever-growing multifactorial challenges while contributing to food security and to the European Green Deal's targets and becoming more competitive on the global stage;
· [bookmark: _Toc150179102]welcomes the principle of an environmental and health risk assessment tailored to the type of modification applied, but calls the European Commission to specifically consider implementing an ex post systemic surveillance and labelling of NGTs category 1 till the consumer. This labelling could rely on administrative traceability and include information on the added value of the variety 
· [bookmark: _Toc150179103]calls on the Commission to ensure that the successful models of organic farming and the GM-free sector can continue to flourish. Harmonised coexistence measures need to be defined at EU level to avoid different rules and distortion of competition between Member States. If such models decide to call for a ban, it would make more sense to include this in the organic legislation than in the NGT rules (as in the case of GMOs);
· [bookmark: _Toc150179104]highlights the potential risk of a large number of patents linked to the use of NGTs, which could create dependencies for farmers and seed SMEs, and calls for a clarification of the intellectual property rules in relation to living organisms before this legislation enters into force;
· [bookmark: _Toc150179105]also proposes the creation, in a public and decentralised way, of a European traditional seed bank which would collect seeds from endemic plants in order to preserve them and make them available if needed in the future. The EC should assess the possibilities for collaboration with the Global Seed Vault in Norway and build on national collections, as well as the European collection of genetic resources;
· believes that it is necessary to make it impossible for non-NGT professionals to purchase on the internet and use kits for genetically modifying living beings using techniques such as CRISPR-Cas[footnoteRef:1] without oversight. [1:  	Clustered regularly interspaced short palindromic repeats.] 


	Contact
	Martine Delanoy

	Tel.
	+32 25469802

	Email
	Martine.Delanoy@eesc.europa.eu 




5. [bookmark: _Toc150179107]EXTERNAL RELATIONS

· Energy policies and strategies in the Euro-Mediterranean region


	Rapporteur
	Ioannis VARDAKASTANIS (Civil Society Organisations' Group - EL)

	Co-rapporteur
	Helena DE FELIPE LEHTONEN (Employers' Group - ES)

	

	References
	Own-initiative opinion

	
	EESC-2022-03888-00-00-AC



Key points
The EESC:
· considers that the Mediterranean region will be disproportionally affected by climate change. As the energy sector is the largest contributor to greenhouse gas emissions, the energy transition to zero carbon is of key importance;
· underlines that the Southern and Eastern Mediterranean countries are not moving towards decarbonization at the same speed as the EU. The EU Green Deal could serve as inspiration and foster cooperation between the Northern and Southern shore of the Mediterranean;
· reminds that the Mediterranean is endowed with significant renewable energy sources, especially regarding solar and wind power. These sources represent unparalleled opportunities for energy security and cooperation across the region;
· stresses that the shifting from fossil-based energy to renewable energy has geographical, economic and social consequences that should be mitigated by the European Union;
· insists that energy interconnections are crucial for developing and integrated energy system in the Euro-Mediterranean region, given the energy complementarities between the North and the South;
· estimates that micro-, small and medium-sized enterprises could constitute an essential part of a new European energy strategy for the Euro-Mediterranean region.

	Contact
	Andreas Berger

	Tel.
	+32 25469062

	Email
	Andreas.Berger@eesc.europa.eu





6. [bookmark: _Toc150179109]TRANSPORT, ENERGY, INFRASTRUCTURE AND THE INFORMATION SOCIETY

· Individual and collective energy self-consumption as a factor in the fight for the green and energy transition, and for economic and social balance

	Rapporteur
	Pierre Jean COULON (Workers' Group - FR)

	

	References
	Own-initiative opinion
EESC-2023-00714-00-00-AC



Key points

The EESC:
· considers that local and regional authorities need to favour "extended collective" self-consumption projects;
· believes that it would be useful to make it possible for everyone to use electricity produced outside the immediate vicinity of the individual or collective self-generation installation;
· maintains that it would also be sensible to make it easier for the most vulnerable part of the population, including those living in energy poverty, to generate and use their own energy;
· calls on the European Commission to continue to support good practices such as not-for-profit initiatives for collective purchase of renewable energy installations.

	Contact
	Alessandro Rizzi

	Tel.
	+32 25468679

	Email
	Alessandro.Rizzi@eesc.europa.eu 





· Equity and efficiency considerations for maritime transportation

	Rapporteur
	Panagiotis GKOFAS (Civil Society Organisations' Group - EL

	Co-rapporteur
	Pierre Jean COULON (Workers' Group - FR)

	

	References
	Own-initiative opinion

	
	EESC-2023-00737-00-00-AC



Key points

The EESC:
· underlines that the green transition of the shipping sector must take into account country-specific, sector-specific and job-specific characteristics in order to maintain Europe's competitive advantages and reduce transition gaps, inequality and the depopulation of some regions;
· advocates that State aid regulations must be carefully reviewed when it comes to the production of ships for European water transportation for the purpose of meeting population needs and tackling labour mobility in remote areas and ensuring sustainable and safe navigation and better coastal monitoring, rather than for the purpose of profitable shipping activities, which can be further developed via market instruments;
· considers that to meet the goal of accelerating the shipping industry's pace of electrification, as set out in EU regulations and the smart shipping agenda, incentives could be provided for the production and roll-out of certain digital and energy-saving technologies for the shipping transportation sector.

	Contact
	António Ribeiro Pereira  

	Tel.
	+32 25469363

	Email
	Antonio.RibeiroPereira@eesc.europa.eu 






· Harmonised measurement of transport and logistics emissions

	Rapporteur
	Angelo PAGLIARA (Workers' Group - IT)

	

	References
	COM(2023) 441 final
EESC-2023-02269-00-00-AC



Key points

The EESC:
· supports the initiative for a harmonised European framework to measure greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions for transport services and the need for clear and reliable information to allow consumers to make sustainable decisions regarding transportation;
· thinks that making reliable data on emissions available will encourage sustainability and behavioural change and believes that the establishment of a common regulatory framework will foster transparency;
· calls for a transport sector strategy that ensures a just transition by addressing social issues, protecting workers and guaranteeing accessible and affordable transport services;
· urges the EU Institutions to adopt all necessary measures to safeguard affordable public services in order to ensure that the measures are effective from all perspectives.

	Contact
	Francesco Napolitano

	Tel.
	+32 25468921

	Email
	Francesco.Napolitano@eesc.europa.eu 





· Rail capacity and traffic management

	Rapporteur
	Angelo PAGLIARA (Workers' Group - IT)

	

	References
	COM(2023) 443 final
EESC-2023-03522-00-00-AC



Key points

The EESC:
· welcomes the ambitious goals for rail transport, which is the backbone of a sustainable transport system. more efficiently allocating infrastructure capacity can create much-needed additional capacity in the short term and improve planning for long-term needs;
· calls on the commission to promote an active EU policy focused on investment in building new infrastructure and maintaining existing infrastructure, focusing not only on international and high-speed long-distance lines but also on local and regional lines;
· calls to come up with a coherent strategy to promote green freight transport in the long term. the proposed greening freight package threatens to lead to a reverse modal shift from rail to road by facilitating cross-border operations for fossil fuel-powered gigaliners;
· urges the European Commission to put in place all necessary measures, not only to make rail transport more attractive, accessible to people with disabilities and affordable for the public but also to invest in the sector's employees and improve their working conditions, skills and competencies. 

	Contact
	Maja Radman

	Tel.
	+32 25469051

	Email
	Maja.Radman@eesc.europa.eu 





· Revision of the Weights and Dimensions Directive 96/53/EC

	Rapporteur
	Dumitru FORNEA (Workers' Group - RO)

	

	References
	COM(2023) 445 final
EESC-2023-02156-00-00-AC



Key points

The EESC:
· endorses the proposal to allow a maximum additional weight of 4 tonnes for zero-emission (ZE) lorries only, but calls for a rigorous monitoring policy post-adoption, including immediate policy change should the desired impact not be achieved. However, the EESC is concerned that implementing this Directive may lead to a reverse modal shift. Only by enabling fair framework for all modes of transport, sufficient transport capacity can be guaranteed. The long-term goal of greening the commercial road transport can however be further incentivised;
· underlines that significant investment and extensive infrastructure modifications will be necessary to support the increased volume of traffic while maintaining current safety standards and installing the essential charging infrastructure for ZE vehicles;
· does not deem it appropriate to ease cross-border operations for heavier and longer fossil-fuel EMSs, as it undermines the initiative's climate goals. The EESC emphasises the need to implement distinct measures to ensure that all cross-border EMSs eventually reach ZE and that EMSs avoid routes posing risks to cyclists and pedestrians when possible;
· welcomes the Commission's efforts for promoting administrative and technological solutions to debureaucratize the process of crossing state borders within the European Union.

	Contact
	Agota Bazsik

	Tel.
	+32 25468658

	Email
	Agota.Bazsik@eesc.europa.eu





7. [bookmark: _Toc150179110][bookmark: _Hlk150176313]CONSULTATIVE COMMISSION ON INDUSTRIAL CHANGE 

· Umbrella Opinion "A call for an EU Blue Deal"

	Rapporteurs
	Kinga JOÓ (Civil Society Organisations' Group - HU)
Florian MARIN (Workers' Group – RO)
Paul RÜBIG (Employers' Group - AT)

	Co-rapporteur
	Péter OLAJOS (Civil Society Organisations' Category - HU)

	

	References
	Own-initiative opinion
EESC-2023-01894-00-00-AC



Key points

The EESC:
· calls on the European Union to start addressing water as a priority and to adopt an EU Blue Deal as a standalone strategic priority, on a par with the EU Green Deal;
· calls for alignment between the new EU water policy and other EU policies, including the Common Agricultural Policy, industrial and consumer policies. The Committee calls for increased efforts on EU blue diplomacy and streamlining it in EU foreign policy and external relations, including neighbourhood, trade, and development policies;
· recalls that the right to safe and clean drinking water and sanitation is a human right. Water, sanitation and hygiene services (WASH) should be sustainable, equitable, effective, of high quality and affordable for all as water is a common good; 
· suggests that water investments be given special treatment within the Stability and Growth Pact and recommends introducing a clear definition of the "golden rule" for investments in public water infrastructure;
· calls for thorough and immediate evaluation of the underground sewer systems in all Member States and for the mapping of water resources and investments in each Member State in order to obtain up-to-date information on the state of existing water infrastructure and identify pressing investment needs; 
· highlights the need to protect ecosystems, wetlands and biodiversity, and to increase resilience against water challenges through investments in nature-based solutions; 
· stresses that Europe can transform water-related challenges into new opportunities for technology development, skills and business growth, with the ultimate goal of achieving a water-secure and resilient society; 
· calls for transparent prices, sectoral approaches for industries and agriculture, support for water-efficient technologies and up-to-date and reliable water data across the EU. All water users in the EU should be encouraged to adopt sustainable solutions and practices that help them achieve a more sustainable use and consumption of water; 
· advocates a river basin governance approach for freshwater involving all relevant stakeholders. Addressing and mitigating the consequences of the current and future water crisis will only be possible with adequate water resource governance;
· calls for the establishment of a Blue Transition Fund, to form a single EU access point for water investments, combining public investments and innovative financing.

	Contact
	Heli Niemela-Farrer

	Tel.
	+32 22822464

	Email
	Heli.Niemela-Farrer@eesc.europa.eu



_____________
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