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Summary 

 

The document outlines the policy demands on protecting ecosystems and restoring biodiversity of the 

second Youth Climate and Sustainability Round Table, that were discussed with Commissioner 

Virginijus Sinkevičius on 26 November 2021. 
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1. Introduction 

 

We are young people calling for policy changes allowing for a society where our cultural diversity, a 

plurality of opinions and innovations thrive, and where people live in harmony with nature. Healthy, 

flourishing ecosystems are the foundation upon which all life thrives, therefore biodiversity lies at the 

heart of all of our environmental, social and economic activities. 

 

Human activities that cause the degradation of natural habitat, climate pollution and over-exploitation 

of natural resources are the greatest drivers of biodiversity destruction. We eventually have to realise 

the interdependency between nature and humans, as biodiversity is also interlinked with other major 

existential crises such as pandemics. The spread of new emerging zoonotic diseases has been increasing 

in the last few decades, due to greater human contact with wildlife, as well as changes in land, inland 

water and sea use, which also contribute to the climate crisis. Climate change is currently driving up to 

16% of biodiversity loss, and the share is growing.   

 

The European Union needs to address biodiversity loss by conserving, protecting and restoring species 

and ecosystems within its borders, while eliminating its role in destroying biodiversity abroad. 

Consumption in Europe must not come at the cost of ecosystems and communities in the Global South, 

and as such the European Union has the responsibility of ensuring that it does not import goods that 

encourage deforestation or is associated with human rights violations.  

 

The biodiversity crisis is not a crisis that will appear in the future, it is a reality for people in Europe and 

abroad today. Young Europeans call on European leaders to take the necessary steps to create a 

European Union that respects the intrinsic values of nature around the globe and thereby protects 

biodiversity and all life and prosperity that depend on it. 

 

 

2. Policy demands 

 

We are calling on the European Commission to implement the following: 

 

Deforestation 

By 2025, the proposed EU anti-deforestation law should be reviewed to include other deforestation and 

human-rights violations-promoting commodities, including – but not limited to – maize, rubber and 

minerals, and such a law should be applied not just to forests, but also to other biodiversity and carbon-

rich ecosystems, including grasslands and wetlands of global importance.  

 

Restoration 

In the new EU restoration law to be proposed in early 2022, the target should be to restore at least 15% 

of EU land, inland waters and sea by 2030. Moreover, all restoration targets must already be enforceable 

before 2030 with an effective system of implementation and monitoring, in addition to the Habitats 

Directive reporting mechanism. 

 

Education 

The Summit on Transformative Education should be organised within the framework of the European 

Year of Youth, bringing together formal and non-formal stakeholders, including various young people 
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and youth organisations, from all EU Member States to discuss how to adopt a systemic approach to 

education and teach people about the root causes of the current climate and biodiversity crises in order 

to foster connectedness with nature across all aspects of life. 

 

3. Next steps 

 

As agreed, the youth representatives have submitted the outcome document by mid-December 2021. 

The European Commission is to provide a written response by the end of January 2022. Both documents 

will be published on the website of the event. 

 

The response of the European Commission should provide clear feedback (yes/no) on the policy 

demands presented above. It should define detailed steps and a timeline for implementation in the case 

of a positive answer or concrete reasons for rejection in the case of a negative answer. 

  

A follow-up meeting should be organised between the representatives of the European Commission, the 

European Economic and Social Committee, Generation Climate Europe and the European Youth Forum 

to further discuss the response and the next steps. 
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