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ECI Day: The European Citizens’ 
Initiative turns 10!

On 2 June, the EESC hosted the 2022 edition of its annual European Citizens’ Initiative (ECI) Day, 
providing a platform for dialogue and information on the ECI tool as well as on specific citizens’ 
initiatives. 

Under the title “The European Citizens’ Initiative 10 years on, ready for the future?”, the event 
marked the 10th anniversary of this unique cross-border instrument and thus provided a good 
opportunity to take stock as well as to look forwards towards the future. 

The high-level speakers present included Commission Vice-President Dubravka Šuica and Helmut 
Scholz MEP, who joined EESC President Christa Schweng for the opening debate. This was then followed 
by two parallel workshops as well as a plenary session focusing on the ECI’s readiness for the future.

More specifically, as part of the European Year of Youth, the ECI Day drew particular attention to the 
involvement of young people in citizens’ initiatives. The lively debate also touched upon the question 
of how to encourage future generations to make use of this powerful tool to influence the policies that 
ultimately impact them and their children.  

Key findings:

• As a unique transnational tool of participatory democracy in the world and the first 
of its kind, the ECI is a source of inspiration and a strong example of the ability of Europe’s 
institutions to adapt and involve EU citizens in policy-making. It also plays a key role in making 
our democracy fit for the future.

•  In order to further open this progressive and innovative window of opportunity, lessons should 
be drawn from the first 10 years of its existence.

•  There seem to be several “construction sites” in the functioning of the ECI, particularly as 
regards its rather low political impact and visibility, deliberativeness, accessibility, trust 
among citizens, its financial and digital dimensions, and political awareness. 

•  The EESC has been involved in the ECI’s development from the very beginning by drafting 
opinions on the process, organising an annual ECI Day in cooperation with its partners, and 
providing practical support to organisers. It will continue to support this process further by 
drafting own-initiative opinions on successful initiatives. 

•  Civil society organisations are key to the success of an ECI. The more partners (organisations 
targeting different groups, influencers, networks with strong digital capacities and structures, 
etc.) you have, the more likely your initiative is to be a success. 

•  The support of local and national NGOs is important: ECIs can often succeed when an issue 
that does not necessarily feature in public debate is adapted and linked to existing national 
political debate. 

https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/agenda/our-events/events/eci-day-2022


•  ECIs can also be a way to build a network around a common goal.

•  Online collection: improvements to the central system provided by the Commission were 
suggested to make it easier to use. Firstly, the system should allow for multiple sources for 
signing ECIs and be visible across a range of national websites. Secondly, it should be clear to 
users what the process is and what data is required. Finally, it should be easy for organisers to 
communicate with signatories. Organisers also asked for help with “marketing”, for example the 
drafting of ads, and the possibility of collecting donations through the system. 

•  Some participants said that it was unfortunate that the independent collection systems will 
not be allowed beyond 2023.

•  The discussion on youth participation put the spotlight on the value of debate and the need to 
respect young people and treat them as equal in participatory processes.

•  The aspect of representativeness of the ECI should also be taken into account. There is a need 
to support young people more effectively and re-connect with them in the democratic 
process in general. 

•  Financial resources, further simplification and awareness-raising are necessary in order to 
make the tool accessible to citizens, especially young people.

•  Efficient communication through young people’s channels, lowering the age of ECI 
signatories to 16 years, and “edutainment” (e.g. Erasmus+ project: ECI from A to Z) could 
be the right way to give young people a stronger voice and increase their involvement in 
democratic processes.

•  According to a poll of young people about the European Year of Youth, more than 80% of 
them wish to be informed through social media. Moreover, different social media platforms 
should be used, complemented by cooperation with influencers and the use of apps and other 
tools (e.g. Voice your vision).

•  Often people are not informed about the outcome of their participation: closing the feedback 
loop is important, as is sharing positive stories and achievements.
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