
We’re a mere 41 days away from Brexit day and we are no nearer an agreement than at any other 

time over the past two and a half years.  After another defeat yesterday evening, the British 

government are in a deepening crisis and what the outcome will be on the 29th March is still 

unpredictable to us all. 

As a party Sinn Féin campaigned to remain in the EU and since the referendum we have campaigned 

to highlight the unique and special circumstances of the north, and that these needed to be taken 

account of in the negotiation process and outcome. 

We are clear there is nothing good to come from Brexit. 

We are in no doubt that the impact on trade; cost of doing business; people’s livelihoods, citizen’s 

rights, our peace agreements, and the potential imposition of a hard border on this island, will be 

entirely negative. 

We have not consented to Brexit, the majority of people here voted to remain.   

The majority of MLAs elected to the Assembly here are anti-Brexit. 

The DUP do not represent majority of people and in fact are severely misrepresenting the strong 

position that a cross-community majority are opposed to Brexit and do want special status and 

access to single market and customs union. 

The four pro-Remain parties of Sinn Féin, SDLP, Alliance and Greens stand united in our support for 

the Withdrawal Agreement negotiated by both the European Union and the British Government.   

We believe that while the Withdrawal Agreement on the table is imperfect, it will mitigate against a 

bad Brexit which is being imposed against the democratic will of a majority of citizens here who 

decisively voted to Remain within the European Union. 

We believe that the ‘backstop’ contained within the Withdrawal Agreement is a vital insurance policy 

which avoids a hard border on the island of Ireland.   

While it may never need to be deployed, the backstop is the guarantee in all circumstances that no 

hard border will be re-established on this island. 

Prime Minister Theresa May, Secretary of State Karen Bradley and the British Cabinet in their attempts 

to abandon the ‘backstop’ have demonstrated an enormous act of bad faith towards our people and 

Sinn Féin has been forthright in telling them this is in fact the case. 

Brexit belongs to the Conservative Party and the people of Britain. If they wish to leave, we wish them 

well. 

However, Brexit undermines the political, constitutional and legal integrity of the Good Friday 

Agreement – they are mutually incompatible. 

The Good Friday Agreement was negotiated in 1998 between two, then Member States of the EU.  It 

was based on the assumption of EU membership between Britain and Ireland providing a neutral 

underpinning for how the agreement operates.  EU membership, and the common platform of rights, 

standards, legislation and redress mechanisms that go with it, have played a key role in the peace 

process, helping to build confidence, facilitate cooperation, and strengthen relationships. The GFA has 

operated successfully while both Britain and Ireland follow the same rules of the Customs Union and 

Single Market. 



This is important in the context of our highly integrated economy on the island of Ireland, with supply 

chains which are dependent on each, particularly in some sectors like agri-food.  Thousands of people 

also cross the border on a daily basis to work and to study.  Brexit is a threat to all of this. 

In particular, a ‘no deal’, crash-out Brexit with no terms and conditions, would be catastrophic. 

President of the European Council, Donald Tusk has been crystal clear in stating that they will not 

reopen the negotiation on the Withdrawal Agreement, including the ‘backstop’. 

The countdown to a No Deal crash out is fast approaching. 

While the Conservative government supported by the DUP continues to pursue this wreckless agenda, 

the interests, rights, hopes and aspirations of the cross-community and cross-border majority of 

people here face a major threat. 

The ‘backstop’ is simply the default position to maintain full regulatory alignment with the rules of the 

internal market and the customs union which, now or in the future, support North-South cooperation, 

the All-Ireland economy and protects the Good Friday Agreement – “…unless and until..” an 

alternative specific solution is negotiated between the British and EU which supersedes it in the Future 

Relationship. 

There is the need to begin the conversation about the strategic interests of Ireland north and south 

post-Brexit in terms of our rapidly changing political landscape; about our economy and the 

constitutional future of the island. 

Sinn Féin want to absolutely avoid a No Deal scenario – but if we arrive to this place – we have told 

Theresa May that it is incumbent on her, as per the provisions of the Good Friday Agreement 

negotiated and voted on and overwhelmingly endorsed in referenda North and South in 1998, to let 

citizens democratically decide on our constitutional future through a unity referendum.   

The EU has stated that if a unity referendum results in a United Ireland, the north would be subsumed 

back into the EU.  Therefore we believe people here should be given the opportunity to choose which 

union they wish to belong to: the European Union or the union with Britain cut off from the EU. 

Brexit has undoubtedly increased the debate on Irish unity and it is now centre-stage to the point that 

it is being discussed by British ministers and MPs including the Prime Minister as well as by broader 

society here in Ireland. 

And under the terms Good Friday Agreement, people have that opportunity and choice to decide on 

our future together. 

Undoubtedly there are many within the unionist community, people who identify as British, who look 

at Brexit with the same fear and trepidation and are evaluating the future.  

Poll after poll in the north and south, including recent election results, has shown that support for Irish 

unity continues to grow, The political momentum on change is moving in that direction. 

We are now the most defining period politically, economically and constitutionally since the Good 

Friday Agreement 21 years ago. 

It is time to talk about the future of our island and people together. 


