
The topic of our event in Bucharest was aligned with the fourth 
priority of the Romanian Presidency of the Council of the EU, namely: 
the priority of a ‘Europe of Common Values’. We aimed at engaging 
our members in an open debate with Romanian civil society 
representatives, activists and students on how to protect democracy 
and its values, how to communicate and explain the benefits of EU 
membership and how civil society can shape the Europe of tomorrow. 
The first panel Guaranteeing European Values and Fundamental 
Rights served also as an introduction of our members to the 
Romania/s civil society agenda and struggles: defending the civic 
space, street protests and the energy coming from non-organised 
civil society, media freedom, gender equality.  

Two days before the historical Sibiu informal political summit, 
Group III – Diversity Europe – organized an impressive conference in 
Bucharest on “Europe of Shared Values and Civil Society”. Romanian 
authorities, academia, NGOs, EESC members and Romanian youth 
debated together the European project and the vital role of organised 
civil society 

The last panel debate on the “Future of Europe” was opened with two 
Opinions recently adopted by the EESC, as its’ contribution to the 
Sibiu Summit: “The Future of Europe: benefits for citizens and respect 
for European values” and “Listening to the Citizens of Europe for a 
Sustainable Future (Sibiu and beyond)”. The panel continued with 
very interesting presentations from Romanian academia and other 
civil society representatives. Interventions from the room culminated 
with some stimulating questions on the future of Europe from the 
numerous students from the Bucharest University of Economics. 
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Debate on EU Competition with 
Commissioner VESTAGER

The Q&A session allowed the panellists, authorities and the EESC 
members alike, to realise what the Future of Europe should look 
like for the young generation, their fears and dilemmas, but also 
their full confidence in the European project and the benefits it 
constantly brings into citizens’ lives. 

Meanwhile, the EU citizens have just voted for a new European 
Parliament and the negotiations are underway for the most 
important positions in the EU architecture. While waiting for these 
decisions with great confidence in the common future, we have to 
remember one of the most important outcomes of the Diversity 
Europe conference in Bucharest: that, one should never forget that 
the core of the European project are the European citizens and 
“Communicating Europe” is sometimes more important than the 
adopted legislative proposals. Should the EU fail in this respect, it 
shall fail as a whole.
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At the last May plenary session, the European Commissioner for 
Competition, Margrethe Vestager took part in a debate with the 
members of the EESC on the topic ‘Competition for a sustainable 
society’. The challenges of competition policy for the new 
European Commission and the new European Parliament, in the 
context of the digital economy and sustainable development, 
were the core of the debates. 

In her speech, Commissioner Vestager presented two main challenges 
to EU competition, namely the digitalisation of the market and envi-
ronmental change. She put emphasis on innovation: 

‘Open market is not just about low prices, it is also about innovation, 
part of that is the innovation to protect the environment, because when 
our legislators set goals and strict conditions we need innovation in order 
to be able to meet those goals and strict conditions.’

She also highlighted the importance of competition in building citizens’ 
trust: ‘We all buy in the marketplace every day. We want companies to 
compete and give us a fair deal. If markets are open, every entrepreneur 
has a fair shot at success. That helps building a society that works for 
everyone.’ 

During this debate, our President and our Vice-President intervened. 

Vice-President Baiba Miltoviča insisted on the importance of con-
sumer protection organisations to be included in the work on compe-

tition law and comment-
ed on digital platforms. 
‘In order for the single 
market to work proper-
ly, our consumers need 
to be able to trust the 
products and services 
no matter where they 
buy them’, she added.  

 

Mr Metzler also took the 
floor to share his com-
ments on competition. 
He asked Commissioner 
Vestager and the Euro-
pean Commission to take 
into account SMEs and 
self-employed people in 
their policies, as the digi-
tal transition could threat 

their working conditions. He also expressed his call for leadership from 
the Commission to avoid market domination of major players: ‘We 
need to ensure market access for new players and sometimes chang-
es are making that harder for these new players’. 

Watch his full intervention here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=noqtWRexy40

Watch her full intervention here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7i8o1RosEmg
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